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Today
¢ Sunset, 7:37 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:05 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:35p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 68 degrees
* Humidity 20.00 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds south 17 mph gusting to
24
* Barometer 29.94 inches
and falling
* Record High 104° (1987)
* Record Low 47° (1950)

Last 24 Hours*
91°
56°

High
Low
Precipitation

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Parly cloudy, 20 percent
chance of isolated thunderstorms,
low 60s, southwest winds 5-15.To-
morrow: Partly sunny, high 90s, low
60s.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday and Thursday:
chance of thunderstorms, high 85-
90, low 60s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.51 bushel
Posted county price — $2.50
Corn — $1.98 bushel
Posted county price — $1.88
Loan deficiency payment — 11¢
Milo — $3.17hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.50 bushel
Posted county price — $4.51
Loan deficiency payment — 41¢
Millet — $4.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.20 cwt.
Oil New crop — $7.90 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $0.95
Confection current — no hid
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Bush continues
Heartland tour

MILWAUKEE — President
Bush said today hewill insist that
Congress approve the additional
money for themilitary that he has
asked for, and he promised the
struggling health systemfor veter-
answill berestructured.

“All'l ask Congressto provide
isanincreased $39 billion for the
military,” Bushtold cheering del-
egates to a Veterans of Foreign
Warsconvention. “ Thisisthelarg-
est increase in military spending
since Ronald Reaganf.”

Bush also pledged that the sys-
temof benefitsfor veteranswould
berevised soon, accusing past ad-
ministrations of letting veterans
claimslinger for years.

“That is no way to treat Amer-
ica sveterans and that isgoing to
change,” Bush said.

Dozens of protesters, whose
causesrangedfromabortiontothe
environment, waitedfor Bushout-
sidethe Midwest Express Center.

Farmers hear production solutions

By Eric Yonkey
The Goodland Daily News

A Caruso area sunflower plot that
turned bad served as the example of
sunflower production problemsFriday
morning during the annual Sunflower
Celebration.

Roger Stockton, crops and soils ex-
tensionspecialistfor KansasStateUni-
versity, used thefield asan examplein
hispresentation, “Most Frequent Sun-
flower Complaints and How to Avoid
Them.”

“Thisisagoof plot,” hetold the
nearly hundred sunflower producers
andagri-businesspeoplepresent. “ This
contains the most common problems
experienced by sunflower producers.

“The sample plot follows awheat,
sunflower andfallow rotation. Inorder
tousetheplot for thisyear’sSunflower
Celebration, the land was too quickly
turnedinto sunflower production. The
poor stand of sunflowersismostly the
result of weedsand drought.

“Only 3.94inchesof rainfell onthis
plot. (A similar test plot located only
about a half-mile away has received
5.27inchesof moisturetodate.) Wesee
alot of drought stress here.

Stockton prepared a pamphlet for
producersaddressing such topicspoor
stands, weed control, insufficient root
development, over-irrigationand other
problems.

Poor stands are often caused by in-
adequate soil moisture, he said.

“ Sunflowers need more moistureto
germinate and emerge than anything
elseyou grow,” he added.

Inaccurate seed placement and
wrong size of seed for planter mecha-
nisms, soil-bornepestsand pathogens,
and residual herbicide from the previ-
ous crop, are among other factorsthat
causepoor stands. And hungry ground
squirrelsoftendig up seedsaroundthe
perimeter of sunflower fields.

Weeds can be caused by inadequate
weed control in the previous crop or
fallow, insufficient rainfall to activate
herbicide, or too much space between
plants. The* goof plot” receivedinsuf-
ficientrainfall toactivateherbicide, he
said.

Insufficient root development is
most often caused by soil compaction
inthe plow pan.

“ Seventy-five present of thefieldsl
haveexaminedin over twoyearshave
aroot-restricting v-blade plow pan be-
ginning three or four inches bel ow the
surface and extending three to six
inchesthick,” Stocktonsaid.‘ Theonly
way to correct thisisto put asteel shank
at least one inch deeper than the low
pan.”

Abundant early season soil moisture
encourages lateral root growth more
than vertical, he said, and removal of
plow-pan barriers improves water in-
filtration and roots will grow toward
moistureasit movesdownintothesoil.

Over irrigation produces beautiful,
largeplantswithyield nobetter thandry
land production, Stockton said. Sun-
flowers should be pre-watered to at
least 80 percent full sail profiletoin-
sure good germination and stand, he
said. Noirrigation should occur until
budformation starts. Thiswill encour-
age good root development, he said,
and ensurethat the soil can absorb any
seasonal rainfall. No more than four
inches of irrigation should includein
thefirst bloom stage.

“Irrigation should be stopped while
flowers are blooming so that pollen
won’'t bewashed off, resultinginunfer-
tilized seeds,” he said. “Irrigation can
resumeat R6asneeded. Sixto12inches

See COMPLAINTS, Page 4

Crowning the sunflower princess
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Sunflower Princess Adison Avelar was crowned by lastyear’s princess, Chelsea Schroller, with help from
Scott Schroller, Chelsea’s dad and general manager of Wal-Mart, which was co-sponsor of the event
Saturday at Chambers Park. (More photos on Page 7.)

Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily

Volunteers from the city and rural fire departments provided the power for 247 ping pong balls to “race” down

Main Street from 10th to 8th on Saturday during the Sunflower Festival.
Photo by Reaghan Smith/The Goodland Daily News

Queen
crowned
at park

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

About 200 peoplegatheredin Cham-
bers Park to see the sunflower queen
and princess crowned and to enjoy the
entertainment of thetalent show aspart
of Goodland’'sannual Sunflower Fes-
tival on Saturday.

Sunflower Queen was Shayls
Matthews, 10, daughter of Jo Ann
Matthews of Goodland. Theonly can-
didate for queen, she raised $439 for
Pioneer Park despite having no com-
petitor. Shayla was crowned by last
year’squeen, Page Seeger.

The princess crowned was Adison
Avelar, 2, daughter of Ponchoand Tare
Avelar of Goodland. Shewascrowneo
by last year’s princess, Chelses
Schroller withhelpfrom her dad, Scott
Schroller, general manager of event co-
sponsor Wal-Mart, and her mother.

Other princesscandidateswereAm-
ber Chaffman, 3 1/2, daughter of Yette
Waldenof Goodland; BryclinAlstrom,
3, daughter of Amosand Toni Alstrom
of Scott City, and granddaughter of
Eddieand Terri Anderson of Goodland;
Kelcie DeHoyas, 2, daughter of
Ricardo and Mary DeHoyas of Good-
land; and Kennedy Dinkel, 2, daughter
of Bobbie Jo and Tim Dinkel of Good-
land.

The queen competition wasopento
girlsages 6-10, and the princess com-
petitiontogirlsages2-5. Winnerswere
chosen based on who raised the most
money for Pioneer Park. The total
raised by the six girlswas $1,031, the
most money ever raised by the Sun-
flower Princess/Queen competition,
said Jo Simmons, festival coordinator
for the Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce.

City Commissioner Dean Blume
was on hand to accept a check for the
money raised by the candidatesfor the
park. Hepraisedthegirlsfor their fund-
raising effortsand enthusiasm.

“1 want to thank all the girls who
raised thismoney,” hesaid. “ They’ ve
shown aspirit and interest in what the
city isdoing.”

Thecompetitionhasbeenfor thelast
five years, Simmons said, and has
raised money for such causes as the
Northwest Kansas Animal Shelter, a
boy needing cancer treatment, the car-
ousel at thehome-owned carnival and
thekids' pool at Steever Water Park.

Following the crownings, Sabring
Twombly introduced atal ent show that
kept the crowd entertained for the af-
ternoon. Twombly arranged the show,
which included performances by her,
AlyssaMason, Tammy Terry, Amande
Hoffman, Daniel Blake, Megan
McCall, Erinn Hardy, Darin
Richardson and Michael Smith.

Twombly and Hardy performed du-
ets, and Richardsonwasin chargeof the
soundfor theprogram. Thetrailer usec
for astage was provided by the Good-
land Devel opment Corp., shesaid.

See QUEEN, Page 4

County commissioners to review department budgets

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

In something of amarathon session
the Sherman County Commissioners
plantomeet withall county department
heads beginning at 8 am. Tuesday to
review the budgetsfor next year.

Beforethey actually getintothebud-
gets, thecommissionerswill meetwith
rural Fire Chief Kenneth Griffithina
closed session to discuss personnel.

Thecommissionersalsoplantodis-
cuss the hospital’s proposal for an
emergency medical training contract.
Thedecisionwasdelayedtogetinfor-
mationfrom Jay Jolly, hospital admin-
istrator, on how much air ambulance
operator Eagle Med iswilling to con-
tribute.

What remainsisto be split between
the county, the hospital and the hospi-
tal foundation.

Rick Billinger, owner of Nationwide
MobileHome Sales, will beaskingthe
commissionersto split apiece of land
out of the Gibson’ sdelinquent taxesto
allow him to take ownership of the
property.AtthetimeGibson’swentinto
bankruptcy, Billinger says, hewasin
themidst of purchasing apieceof land
on the east edge of the Gibson’s prop-
erty, and had made apayment.

When the property went into bank-
ruptcy, Billinger wastold by the bank-
ruptcy lawyer that they would consider
completingthesal eif thecounty would
release that piece of land from the de-
linquent taxes.

Billinger approached the commis-
sioners about the matter last year, but
they declined to split out the property.

Getting thebudgetstogether, County
Clerk Janet Rumpel said it looks like
the county isin good shape, and de-
pendingonthereviewsby thecommis-
sioners, theredoesnot appear tobeany
needtoincreasetaxes. Rumpel isopti-
mistictheremay beasmall decreasein
thecounty tax levy based onthefigures
she has compiled.

Thefirst of the department headsto
discuss their budget will be Dorendo
Harrel of thecounty healthdepartment.
Shewill befollowedby Curt Way of the
road and bridge and landfill.

County Appraiser Terry Ballard is
next to be followed by Carol Arm-

strong, register of deeds.

Sheriff Doug Whitson is scheduled
for 10:30 a.m. to review his budget,
followed by Treasurer Shelby Miller.
Then noxious weeds and the special
prairie dog budget will be reviewed
with Daryl West.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby will
review her budget before lunch. After
[unch, the commissioners will review
the county clerk and election budgets
with Rumpel.

Oncethemaindepartmentsarecom-
pleted, thecommissionerswill review
theremainingsmall budgetsforthehis-
torical society, SoldiersMemorial Park
(Smoky Gardens), senior citizen cen-
tersinKanorado and Goodlandandthe
senior meal sites for Kanorado and

Goodland, the fair, library, Ares
Agency onAging, Silverhaired Legis-
lature, extension, family shelter, soil
conservation, rural fire district, sub-
stance abuse and the district court.

The commissioners much also de-
cide on how to divide the health ser-
vicesbudget.

The money, which comes from the
special county salestax, isusedtofunc
hospice, county health, ambulanceser-
vice, mental health, mental retardation,
doctor recruitment and hospital equip-
ment.

Thecommissionersmeetinthecom-
missioner roomonthemainfloor of the
Sherman County courthouse, on
Broadway Avenue south of Eighth
Street.



