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commentary
from other pens...
Distancing president
from Washington

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

CRAWFORD, Texas— For two centuries, theWhiteHousehasbeen
the great destination and golden prize of American palitics.

But having scrambled to thetop, many presidentscan’t seemtowait
totell peoplethey have stumbledinto agilded prison, asealed bubble,
adistorted mirror, acorrupting placeof gossip, rumor, backbiting, and,
of al things, hardball palitics.

“Like other presidents before and after me, | felt the need to get out
of theWhite House and out of Washington in order to keep some sense
of perspective,” said one modern chief executive.

That may sound exactly like George W. Bush as he ambles around
his 1,600-acre Texasranch during hismonth long Texasvacation. But
the words are actually those of Richard Nixon, who had more to say
that also sounded just alittlelike Bush.

“1 discovered how isolated from thereality of Americanlifeapresi-
dent canfed intheWhiteHouse,” Nixon said.

Here'sthe current president on the same subject:

“Tome, to beout ontheland hel psapresident keep perspective. You
know, | haven't been a president that long, but | can assure you, per-
spectiveisimportant.”

“It’sthereal world,” Bush said of hishomeontherange. “It' spart of
keeping one' sperspective. Washington’sawonderful place, butit’ snot
exactly thereal world.”

“My houseisin Texas; I’'m aTexan,” the president said one recent
day.“Thisiswherel wasraised; thisiswherel’ mgoingtoretire; thisis
wherel’ll passaway, in Texas...”

“Get usedtoit, becausethisiswherel’mcoming,” hetoldthoseques-
tioning the amount of time he spends at homein Texas.

Some days Bush callsthe White House grounds a“ compound” and
makes hisfour-year presidential term seem like a prison sentence.

“1 will servemy timeinWashington, and | will returnback to Texas,”
hetold an audience in Albuquerque, N.M., last week. * It'simportant
never to forget whereyou camefrom.”

The Texan president looked a bit crestfallen when he asked agroup
of secondgradersinanAlbuquerqueclassroomjust wherehishomewas.

“Washington D.C.,” they repliedin ashout.

“1’m from one state east of here,” Bush prompted and asked again
where hewasfrom.

“WashingtonD.C.,” they shouted anew, perhapsnot an unreasonable
response when dealing with aman who has the White House and the
executive branch of the government in Washington at hisdisposal.

When pressed, Bush explainswhat he objectsto most isthe furious
nature of Washington politics.

“In Washington, it'salot more partisan; peopletherejust liketodig
inand fight,” he said one morning.

That’s not as harsh acriticism of Washington and the presidency as
that once delivered by another Texan president, Lyndon B. Johnson.

Being president inaWashington crisis, Johnsononcesaid, “islikea
jackass standing alonein the middle of afield in adriving hailstorm.
There' snothing he can do but stand there and takeit.”

Bill Clinton wasone of therelatively few presidentsto openly revel
inthejob, despite the bumpy ride he often had.

Many othersoften spokeasif they couldn’t stand theplaceor thejob.

“Thereisthebigwhitejail,” Harry S. Truman once said, looking up
from one of hisfrequent walks outsidethe cast iron fence.

“Being president islikeriding atiger,” Truman once said. “A man
hasto keep riding or be swallowed.”

But alittlelater on he had afurther thought on being president, one
with which Bush might cometo agree.

“ Just between you and me and the gatepost, | likeit,” Truman said.

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House and Washington’s history for more than 30 years.
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AND WE. AT KNOPF
ARENT PAYING THE BI6 BUCKS
FOR JUST A BOOK ON YOUR
POLICY DECISIONS, RIGHT?
HUHI'I R‘GHT?

It really isacrazy mixed up world wewant the
right not to have an unwanted pregnancy and the
right to clone ahuman being.

Its kind-a-hard to forget about the Dow Jones
crybabies. They sound like the big Chief in the
White Teepee had embargoed their money to
China. Thesesaid policy makershavemadetrade
athreeletter word.

It takesan export licensefrom the Stateand the
Commerce Department to export our farm sur-
pluses, but they say you are as isolationists as
Herbert Hoover if youdon't helpthem passanother
fasttrick, ah, | mean fast track.

Thelicensing of farm exports might havebeen
OK whentheSoviet Unionwasbuyingupour farm
surpluses, but this reporting of farm exportsisa
relicof thecoldwar. Back thenatribal Indianwith
White Teepee ambitionstried to scarethe Ameri-
can peopleby saying grain exportswerethegreat
American grain robbery.

What el se canyou say, grain exportsbad, farm
surplusesgood? Itredllyishardtofigurethesefree
loader er, ah, traders. Both General Agreement

Dear Kansas Consumers:

In the past, | have addressed the issue of iden-
tity theft: what it is, how to protect yourself, and
whattodoif youareavictim. Itisvitally impor-
tant in this day and age to protect your personal
identification and information, just asyou would
for your home, car, savings, and investments. To
people known as* pretexters,” personal informa-
tion is an asset they can use or sell to steal your
identity. Pretextingisagainst federal law, but the
best way to protect yourself istonot fall prey toa
pretexter inthefirst place.

Pretexters use a variety of tacticsto get your
personal information. They canposeasrepresen-
tativesof survey firms, | nternet serviceproviders,
banks, and even government agenciesto get the
informationthey want fromyou. When pretexters
have the information, it can then be used to con-
tact your financial institution in order to gain ac-
cessto your account. At that point, the pretexter
may beabletoacquireother personal information
such as your Social Security number, bank and
credit card account numbers, information inyour
credit report, and the existence and size of your
savings and investment portfolios. Oncethisin-
formation is obtained, it is easy for the pretexter
to steal your identity or sell theinformationto an
identity thief.

wayne
gattshall

® waynne’s world

onTradeand Tariffs and TheNorthAmerican Free
TradeAgreementisasoldasthe coldwar Interna-
tional Wheat Agreement from the 1950s. It took
grain exportsto the Soviet Union to dispatch that
international bureaucracy toglory. Itwasjustali-
censeto cheat, and no one ever abided by it, any-
way. Itwaslikewisefor the North American Free
TradeAgreement. Theink wasnot dry onitbefore
the Mexican peso did the mackarena. The same
thing happenedinCanada. Theonly differencewas
whenitdebaucheditscurrency wedidn'tbail them
out with money fromthe FDR Exchange Stabili-
zation Fund. He had just went off the gold stan-
dardanditwasneededto support our owncurrency.

Well it’sharder tofind hen’ steeth (nosuchthing)

carlaj.
stovall

® consumer corner

The Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act statesthat it is
illegal for anyoneto participate in any of thefol-
lowing practices:

* tousefal s, fictitiousor fraudul ent statements
or documentsinorder to get customer information
fromafinancial institutionor directly fromacus-
tomer of afinancial institution;

« to useforged, counterfeit, lost or stolen docu-
mentsinorder to get customer informationfroma
financial institution or directly from acustomer of
afinancial institution; or

* to ask another person to get someone else’s
customer informationusing documentswhichare
false, fictitious, fraudulent, forged, counterfeit,
lost, or stolen.

Whilethelaw isthereto protect you, itiswise
totakeanactiveroleinprotectingyour owninfor-
mation. Never giveout personal information over
the phone, through the mail, or over the Internet
unlessyou haveinitiated the contact.

HIER

@THe CINCINNAT) PosT 2061

jstahler@cincypost.com

thanitistofind afarmer who supportsanother free
trade agreement. Mr. President you better look at
that el ectionnight mapof theU.S. that votedfor you.

If theMidwest farm belt wasanationitwould be
the fourth largest economy in the world. Its
economy issomewhere between Germany and the
United Kingdom. Its even bigger than China’s
economy. Wow, would it benumber three, if welet
farmerssell their grain over the Internet like those
Wall Street Geeks export their money to China’
Maybe not but it surewould be bigger!

Youfarmersareall abunch of complainers, you
canforget about $5.00wheat, that isancient history.
You better begladwel et you haveal oandeficiency
payment of $2.50 abushel.

OK youwin, sowhy shouldfarmershelp, when
they say freetradequi cker than aChineseagent gets
out of jail. Evenif youhad your brainsremoved—
thelicensing of grainexportsmakesasmuch sense
as some global warming numskull, chasing a cow
around their wet landsto catch acow’sflatulentin
aplastic bag.

© 2001 by Wayne Gattshall

Pretexters are breaking the law

Know the policies of your financial institutions
regardingthesharingof informationand pretexting.
Use passwords to protect your accounts from ac-
cessby unauthorizedindividuals,and makesurethe
passwords are not easily obtainable. Do not use
passwords such as your mother’s maiden name,
your birthdate, or thelast four digitsof your Socia
Security number. Be mindful of where you leave
personal information in your home, especialy if
you have roommates or are having work done in
your homeby others.

If you feel you have fallen victim to pretexting
or identity theft, please contact my Consumer Pro-
tection division by calling toll-free, 1-800-432-
2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
are based on actual complaints.

For further information or to file a complaint,
please write Attorney General Carla J. Sovall,
Consumer Protection Division, 120 SW 10th, 2na
Floor, Topeka, Kansas 66612, or call thetoll-free
Consumer Hotline, 1-800-432-2310. Leave your
name, number and subject of your inquiry withthe
receptionist and an agent will return your call

promptly.

Red Cross needs 400 donors aday to meet needs

Tothe Editor:

TheAmerican Red Cross Central Plains Blood
Region, headquartered in Wichita, needs at least
400 donorseachweekday tomeet theneedsof our
hospita and other regional hospital patients. Blood
cells are needed for patients receiving treatment
for leukemia, cancer, or other blood diseases. Ac-
cident victimsand peopl eundergoing surgery a so
use blood.

On Wednesday, Aug. 29th, Goodland is host-
ingaRed Crossblood drivefromnoonto6p.m. at
Our Lady of Perpetual Hope Catholic Church.
Together we can savelives! Pleasemakeplansto
be part of thislifesaving effort.

If youareingenera good health, 17 yearsof age
and weigh at least 110 pounds, | hope you will
consider taking time out of your busy scheduleto
donate blood.

Your donation could help three patients. Sixty
percent of thepopulationiseligibletogiveblood,
yet only 5 percent donate. If you have never do-
nated blood, pleasegiveit atry.

Medical advancementsare constantly increas-
ing the need for blood. Come in to donate blood
withafriendwhoisafirsttimedonor or whohasn't
giveninthe past 12 months, and both of you will
receiveafreeT-shirt.

For more information on donating blood, how
to volunteer, or to schedule an appointment, call
Martha Gunderson at 899-5933.

LuellaRichardson

Public Relations Chairman

Goodland

from our
readers

® to the editor

Tothe Editor:

| an20yearsold and havelivedin Goodland all
of my life. | have alwaysbeen arespectableyoung
person in the community by being very involved
inthe school and now in the community.

| was raised with high expectationsand was a -
waystaught to respect my eldersand higher pow-
ers. Never inmy life have | ever had a hard time
being respectful to someone in this community
until Aug. 13.

On that day, | wastaking care of my car tags,
whichl hadirresponsibly let expireover theweek-
end. Asmost peopl eknow, whenyou gotoget your
tagsfor anew car, you are required to haveit in-
spected by the police department.

Nobigdeal, right?Well, knowingthat | wasgo-
ingto haveto faceup to theirresponsibility of al-
lowing my 30-day tag to expire, | had prepared
myself toreceiveaticket, but therewasnoway that
| could prepare myself for what took place.

Whentheofficer arrivedat my parked car, where
| was standing, thefirst words he said to mewere
“getinhere!” Sol got into the car and continued
throughtheroutineof theinspection. Not onetime
throughout theentireinspectiondidhesay asingle
nicethingto me.

| havenever beendisrespectful toanofficer of the
law, and even when hewasbeing rudetome, | still
spokein arespectful manner to him.

Thisexperiencebringsonequestiontomind: how
can apolice officer expect to be respected in this
community if heisnot inreturn respectful ?| have
been taught and strongly believe that respect is a
two-way street andit wasdefinitely one-sidedinthis
situation.

| will continue to show my respect to all the of-
ficersinthistownandevery other town, but | would
hope that the officer | had to deal with will take &
moment and |ook at theway hetreatsthe people.

Witharespectablepositioninthecommunity like
apoliceofficer, therearesomany littleeyeswatch-
ing and dreaming to belike you some day.

| would have to say if a child would have been
theretowitnessmy experience, he/shewould have
left withanawful exampleof what an officer should
belike.

| hopethat theofficer will takeamoment tothink
of that child that might be watching and listening
the next time he decides to be disrespectful to &
member of thiscommunity.

Asalast thought, | wouldliketo say thank youto
the chief of policefor being so politeto me onthe
phone and acting like the respectabl e officer heis.

SabrinaL. Twombly

Goodland



