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commentary
from other pens...
Mexican Immigrants
enjoy new status

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Californiavoters clearly were fed up with the
illegal Mexican immigrantsin their midst in November 1994. They
overwhelmingly approved aballot measure to punish them and other
undocumented aliensby denying social services. Predictably therewere
civil rightsprotests.

Itisnot clear how much Californiawasamicrocosm of public senti-
ment. But seven yearslater, Mexican immigrants suddenly areriding
high, their cause backed by the White House, many in Congress, the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, |abor unionsand their own government.

Secretary of State Colin Powell prai sesthe contribution of Mexican
alienstotheU.S. economy and sayshewants* safe, legal, orderly and
dignified” proceduresto ensurethey receive humanetreatment.

Attitudes toward Mexican immigrants have come along way from
the dayswhen they were blamed for overcrowding of schools, strain-
ing social servicesand taking jobsaway from U.S. citizens.

“Evenwithcurrent economicstall, we' relivinginaperiod of unprec-
edented prosperity, and it'sincreasingly clear that immigrants have
contributed to that,” says Doris Meissner, who headed the U.S. immi-
gration service under President Clinton.

GeorgeGrayson, aMexicoexpertat WilliamandMary College, says
another turning point occurred when Republicans started worrying
about losingtheincreasingly powerful HispanicvotetotheDemocrats.

At that point, he says, “ The Republican Party did aU-turn.”

In 1995, when Republicansopposed immigration, bothin California
politicsand in Congress, polls showed opposition to immigration ran
2-to-1 over the number who wanted to keep it whereitisor increaseit.

Now, the pollsindicate people are about evenly split between keep-
ing immigration whereit isnow and decreasingit.

Mexican President Vicente Fox isastrong advocate of legalizing 3
millionto4 million Mexicanillegals. Heisexpected to discusstheis-
sue with President Bush during a Sept. 5 state visit to Washington.

TheBushadministrationclearly isinterestedin changingthepresent
system but hasruled out amass amnesty.

Onereason is powerful opposition in certain Republican precincts.
Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas, has said legalization of undocumented
workerswould haveto pass“over my cold, dead political body.”

Gramm seesillegal migrantsaslawbreakers. That may betrue, butthe
administration sees them as workers. It is considering proposalsto al-
low sometoearnlegal statusthroughthegrant of work permitsand even-
tually “green cards’ symbolizing permanent residency under specified
conditions. Thusfar, the administration has been silent about numbers.

Also under discussion isexpansion of aprogram that allows Mexi-
cansto migratelegally for specified periods as guest workers.

Asidefrom Mexicoitself, the most enthusiastic responseto Bush's
accommodating attitudetowardimmigrantshascomefromDemocrats,
many of whom want legalization not only for Mexicansbut for immi-
grantsof al nationalities.

Dan Stein, of the Federation for American Immigration Reform,
whichfavorslow migrationlevels, thinksthe Bush strategy could hurt
Republicans.

“Republicans should be broadening their base among mainstream
constituencies,” hesaid. “ They sometimesact isif immigrantsarethe
only thing they haveto worry about.”

Given the competing voices, Powell saysthereisno chance of ade-
tailed agreement being ready for signature during Fox’s visit in two
weeks.

“Weareinno hurry,” hesaid. “We haveto do thisright. We haveto
dothisinacareful way, away that will be seen asfair and equitable by
both nations.”

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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Kids try to get adults to pay attention

Kidsthese days. It never fails. Each younger
generation is never considered good enough by
preceeding wiser generations. Today, adultslook
down at teensbecausethey are seen asbeing lazy
and disrespectful.

| hear what really is missing today is parents
taking care of their children and teaching them
rightandwrong. Maybethecommunistsin China
haveit figured out.

The students, or children, protesting in
Tiananmen Square during April, May and June
1989 had one main purpose: get the communist
adultsin Chinato recognize their demandsfor a
moredemocraticgovernment. Thechildrendidn’t
want to overthrow the government; in fact, they
often expressed their faithfulnessto communism
by singing the communist anthem, and by sol-
emnly respecting the Chineseflag during ceremo-
nies.

What they did want wasachangeinthe current
system. Theyoung, inexperienced, andidealistic
children actually believed|life, liberty and happi-
nesswere not just words, but essentialsfor asuc-
cessful life. Thechildren presented ascroll togov-
ernment officials that included seven demands,
including: freedom of the press, more funds for
education, and financial disclosuresby Party and
government leaders. Thesebasi cdemandsshowed
thechildrenyearnedfor truedemocracy, andwere
practical inthat they knew they could not actually
overthrow the government.

Thank goodnessthe adultsin Chinadidn't ac-
cept the scroll. Those poor misled children actu-
ally thought thosethreeAmericanideaswerekeys

Asmywifeand| approachour 35thanniversary,
it occursto methat marriageisalot like areally
longgameof poker. Somedaysyou havethecards,
somedaysyoudon’t. You need tolearn how to be
agood|oser and occasionally how tobeagracious
winner. Mainly you need to know how to bluff,
whento pressyour luck, and whento head for the
hills. JustlikeintheK enny Rogerssong. Although,
after five or six marriages, he's obviously better
atfoldin’ ‘emthanheisatholdin’ ‘em. Butthemain
objectiveisto keep putting your antein there ev-
ery hand, every day. Itisjust agame, after all, and
things will get better. A full house usualy starts
with just apair. So hang in there. Play the hand
you' re dealt. You know that she's ultimately go-
ingtowinthepot, butif you play your cardsright,
she may buy you something frilly.

FASHION STATEMENTS

| saw ahospital nursecrossingthestreet theother
day. She had the hospital greenson. It struck me
asagreat ideato have simplecolored clothesthat
denoteaperson’sprofession. | think all doctorsand
nurses should wear them all the time. That way,
whenanyone' shurt, youjustlook aroundfor some-
body in agreen suit. And then we could expand it
to other professions — police always wear blue,
engineerswear orange, firefighterswear red, law-
yerswear yellow, plumberswear ... well, you get
theidea.

Maybe we could even have shades. The darker
the color, the better you are at your profession.
We' d know thisguy wasapoor doctor by hispas-
tel green pants. Or he could be a Florida condo
owner.

Itwouldasohel ptownplanners. Youcouldhave
atown hall meeting and look out over the crowd
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toabetter life. Thechildren needed someeducated
adultsto advise them. Thank goodness the adults
intheBeijingcommunity cared enoughabout their
kids to re-educate them. Where would the dim-
witted children be otherwise?

During the democracy demonstrations,
Tiananmen Squarewasapl aceof misguided hope.
The children saw their protests as pushing their
motherlandtoward anew day, they believedwould
be better than the status quo Children do similar
thingsinAmericatoday, whenthey arehavingsit-
ins protesting too much salt in school food, that
Smokey the Bear should be banned because he
makes bears|ook abnormally fat, or rising prices
for adult beveragesat alocal watering hole.

Caught up in this excitement were the ten mil-
lioncitizensof Beijing, whosupportedthechildren
with cheers, supplies, and eventheir bodies. Dur-
ing the demonstrations, the children and citizens
were remarkably calm, brave and even friendly
toward the military. On May 20, 1989, the adults
of thecommuni st government decidedtogivetheir
feeble-minded children another lifelesson. This
lessonwascalled martial law. Thousandsof troops
pouredinfromall around Beijingtoforcibly clear
the square. But instead of conceding defeat and
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toseewhat color’smissing. Thenyou’ dknow what
your town needs— moredentists, morehairdress-
ers, or just something purple.

And it would help you in the area of personal
interaction because you' d already know some-
thing about theindividual. Thecolor of aperson’'s
clotheswouldinstantly tell youwhat they do and,
to acertain extent, what they stand for.

Politicianswould wear plaid.

MIDDLE-AGED REGRETS

| thought I’ dlist afew of my regretsnow, rather
thanwaituntil | get older andfindthemforgettable:

— Not getting an education.

— Getting thewrong education.

— Entering the 40-Plus Racquetball Tourna-
ment.

— Themesh T-shirt.

— Taking abad job.

— Quitting abad job.

— Beingrehired for abad job.

— Beingfired fromabad job.

— Wearing a Speedo when you' real ardo.

TOOOLDTO FOOL

| meet alot of seniorsonaregular basis. It'snot
that | goout of my way todothat, it’sjust that there
are so darned many of them, and they are gener-
aly hanging around waiting for peoplelikemeto
come close enough to be exposed to avariety of
heavily biased theories presented as proven fact.
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goingback totheir studies, demonstratorslaid down
infront of tanks, and beganlecturing soldiersonthe
student movement, asif they weretheeducated ones
andthegovernment wasthenaive, and uneducated
mass. I’ m sure the communist leaders all said in
unison, “Kidsthesedays.”

However, now the adults were beginning to tire
of their childrens' insolence. Instead of trying to
haveatalk withtheir children, likeadultsdosowell,
thecommuni st government decidedtoput their kids
onrestriction. Beginning ontheevening of June3,
19809, thePeopl € sLiberationArmy swept downon
Bejinglikeaflashflood. Trigger-happy sol diersof
the Red Army recklessly fired their AK-47s at the
now fleeing children, who needed to be liberated
fromtheir crazy dreamsof life, liberty, and pursu-
ing happiness. The Red Army fired upon anything
that moved for days following. Even so, the chil-
dren showed incredible courage by risking their
lives, liberty and happinesstotry tochangetheharsh
policiesof theiadulti leaders of their country.

Whilesurrounded by troopsintheearly morning
hourson June 4, 1989, agroup of frightened chil-
drendefiantly sangtheir communist party song. The
morning after, oncethe square had been cleared of
child disruptors, aunit of Red Army soldiersfired
avolley of bulletsinto afleeing crowd. Thecrowd
bravely returnedstill under fireto attempt torecover
their wounded friends.

Even after all hopehad beenlost that Tiananmen
could betheir holy land, the children of China, the
children of the democracy movement valiantly
defiedthearmy.

Kidsthesedays.

But the big thing that strikes meisthat as we get
older, we seem to lose our need to acquire things.
These people don't have fancy, new cars; big, im-
pressive homes or speedboats; hometheaters; or
personal trainer. | figure they’ ve stopped buying
thingsbecausethey’ ve had so many disappointing
consumer experiencesthat they cannolonger build
their expectationstothenecessary level. They know
that no matter what the ad says, the product is, at
some level, going to suck. That's a sad day. Mak-
ing crazy purchases based on wild promises and
blind hopeisan essential element in any capitalist
economy. No wonder advertisers are more inter-
ested intheyoung consumers. Theold onesareal-
most impossible to manipulate. It's not just the
jointsthat stiffen.

QUOTE OF THE DAY: “I’ve been accused of
being shallow, but | find deep peoplearegenerally
unhappy. In the great river of life, | prefer to be e
fly fisherman. It keepsmeon top.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALove Sory.”
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