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Saints and sinners: Ve need to balance science and morality

An attractive women once suggested to
George Bernard Shaw that they have a baby
together. “With my body and your brains,” she
said, “imagine what an extraordinary child it
would be.”

“Yes,” replied the Irish wit, “but what if the
child should have my body and your brains?’

We don't have to kid about such things any
more. That day isalready herewhen genesand
embryos are being manipulated in ways that
could reshape the human race.

It'scalled by such namesasgeneticengineer-
ing, cloning and stem-cell research.

According to the New England Journal of
Medicine, researchersinthe Netherlandshave
experimentedwith* preventivemastectomies,”
theremoval of healthy breaststoforestall breast

cancer.

The subject of breastlesswomen first came
upinVance Packard’s 1977 book “ The People
Shapers.” Packard said he heard the idea ad-
vanced at aconferenceonmedical ethics. More
than 50 scientists, physi ciansand philosophers
were present — both men and women.

The medical doctor proposing the idea
pointed out that millions of women are or will
bevictimsof breast cancer. Enormous sums of
money are being spent on research and treat-
ment of the disease.

He said the whole problem could be elimi-
nated simply by nipping off abit of breast tis-
sueat birth. The operationwould beasuncom-
plicated as circumcision on baby boys.

He went on to say that for modern women,
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breastsareoftenahindranceonthejob—* cer-
tainlyif they areforesters, jockeys, soldiersand
mechanics. And they are also an encumbrance
insports.”

Packard suggests that, “as far as breasts to
attract menareconcerned, padded brasand syn-
thetic breasts held in place by suction could
perhapsbe substituted until theworld got used

to women without breasts.”

Packard even goes on to say that a poll of
women on the subject of breastlessness might
find a substantial number responding with “a
resistant yes’ — but only onthe condition that
all women are breastless!

While the debate over genetic engineering
heatsup, othersareworried that our rudderless
culture is careening dangerously off course.
Road rage and air rage are only two examples
of social behavior run amok and defended on
thegroundsthat theFirstAmendment allowsus
to do and say what wewant.

It wasthethesisof thelate B.F. Skinner, the
behavioral psychologist at Harvard, outlinedin
hisbook “Beyondfreedomanddignity,” thatwe
must give up our “outmoded ideas of freedom

and dignity and build a society in which
humanity’ sbehavior will be controlled for our
own good.”

Skinner admitted that theconcept of freedom
“hasplayed avita roleinthe past in men’sef-
fortstoovercometyrantswho had denied them
certain basicrights.”

But hebelieved those daysare goneforever,
and that freedom has come to stand for un-
bridled permissiveness— exactly what weare
witnessing in our society today.

The problems facing humanity today are
moral and ethical rather than practical and po-
litical. That being the case, maybewe ought to
be paying more attention to the words of the
popethan we areto what the scientistsand the
politiciansare saying.

Slaying of daughter inspires man to counsel to hardened prison inmates

By Bruce Schreiner
Associated Press Writer

EDDYVILLE, Ky. — The heavy
iron bars clang open, and 80-year-old
Paul Stevens strolls calmly into the
midst of Kentucky’ scondemnedkillers.

Word of hisarrival spreads quickly
among the death-row prisoners, min-
glinginanexerciseareathat surrounds
their cramped cells. The prisonersstop
whatever they’ re doing, preparing for
aweekly reunion with aman from the
outsidewho isaccepted asaninsider.

Smiling, Stevensoffershugsanden-
couragement, and his affection is re-
turned with hearty embraces. “This
man, heisgenuine,” said death row in-
mateDavid Matthews. “ Hehasnothing
but lovein hisheart for everyone.”

For 15 years, Stevenshascounseled
inmates as a Roman Catholic lay min-
ister at theKentucky StatePenitentiary.
Hechatswithanyone, but hesayssome
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of his closest relationships within the
prisonwallsarewith convicted murder-
ers, withwhom Stevenssharesahistory
of violence and tragedy.

With each prison visit, Stevens car-
ries the memory of his own daughter,
Cindy, who was stabbed to death in
Evansville, Ind., in 1969. Stevens car-
riesafaded black-and-white picture of
Cindy that he sometimes showsto in-
mates. Her rosary beads remain at the
prisonand arepassed among prisoners,
gaining iconic status for men seeking
solace.

Warden Philip Parker saysprisoners
and staff alike marvel at Stevens' abil-
ity to channel hisgrief into something
constructive.

“His strength and his character are
just admired,” Parker said. “How can
you not admire someone who comes
intoaprisonand counsel sto peoplewho
did thesamething that happenedto his

9:15 am

C

401 Caldwell
899-6185

Church of Christ

Sunday. Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

@ Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm n\j Il

3

Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

“ Pastor: Matthew Delp

L
t_Pleasant Home Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233
Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing
Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler

own daughter?’

Inmates say Stevens treats them as
human beingsand offersamoral com-
pass to guide them through prison and
beyond, if they’ rerel eased.

“We messed upin lifeand hurt alot
of people, but we' re still human,” said
Larry Hansen, who is serving two life
sentencesfor murder.

Stevens and his wife, Ruth, have
seven children. Stevens says hisrela-
tionshipwith Cindy wasvery close. As
ateen-ager, shewould stay up at night,
waitingfor Stevenstocomehomefrom
work at Whirlpool so they could talk.

But Cindy was slain at age 20 by a
man for whom she was baby-sitting,
and it was Stevenswhofound her body
in apool of blood. Her killer, Jack E.
Gatewood, had passed out afew feet
away, the bloody knife nearby.

Stevenssaid hewasfilledwith hatred
for the man and wanted revenge. He
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pushed for the death penalty. Instead,
Gatewoodwasconvi cted of second-de-
greemurder and paroledin 1978.

Afterward, Stevenspulled away from
hisCatholicfaith. Hisbitternessboiled
for years, until he found a new inner
peacewhileattendingareligiousretreat
in Owensboro.

Withhisfaithrenewed, hebecamean
outspoken opponent of the death pen-
alty. Still, therewassomething missing,
hesaid.

That voidwasfilled, hesaid, whenhe
becameaspiritual adviser at the maxi-
mum-security prison in far western
Kentucky. Stevens said his wife fully
supports his work and sometimes ac-
companies himto the prison. Hischil-
drenhavemixedfeelingsabout hisavo-
cation; somearefully supportive, oth-
ersarelukewarm.

But Stevens credits his prison work
with helping him find happiness.

“This has completed my healing,”
Stevens said in an office next to the
prison’s small chapel, converted from
anold cell block.

Stevensbelievesthat God led himto
the prison to counsel inmates. Others
agreethat agreater power isat work.

“1 know this man is God-inspired,”
said Cameron Smith, who isserving a
lifesentencefor rapeand other crimes.
“I"m grateful for him every day.”

Stevensnever asksabout thecircum-
stances that led to aman’s imprison-
ment. Nor does he push his own reli-
gious beliefs on inmates. He counsels
prisonerstofollow their own hearts. “|
don’tbelieveinthesejailhouseconver-
sionsbecausethey don'tlast,” hesaid.

Stevens often informs inmates of
deathsintheir families. Whenaprisoner
isin deep despair, he'll ask the staff to
keepacloser eyeonhim. Hestood with
oneinmateduring hisweddinglastyear.

Andwhen Stevensturned 80inJune,
inmates celebrated with him at a party
inthechapel. Itactually turnedintotwo
celebrations, oneattended by death-row
inmates, theother for thegeneral inmate
population.

Stevens' pace has slowed slightly
over theyears. He used to visit twice g
week fromhishomeinDawson Springs,
about 30 miles away, but has since cut
back to once each week. But hisimpact
ontheinmatesistill strongly felt.

Parker, the warden, said Stevens’
quiet power was most evident in 1997
whenHaroldM cQueenwasexecuted at
the prison.

Stevensand M cQueen hadlong been
close. Stevens visited daily with Mc-
Queenin hisfina 10 days of life, and
they shared afinal prayer momentshe-
fore McQueen’s death. M cQueen car-
ried Cindy Stevens' rosary beadswith
himto the electric chair.

g\u Church of ‘Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street » Burlington, CO = (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

Eul}lord of Life Foursquare Ghurﬂ

Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday: \Worship Celebration &
Kids’ Church: 10:30 am

223 E. 10th
899-5250

Kanorado

Pastor: Leonard Cox

399-2468
Sunday: Sunday School:

Worship Service: 10:15 am

” United Methodist Church u
Il

Worship Service: 10:45am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service: 9 am CST

Pastor.

Winona:

9 am

P goodland Bible Church ufj
|| 109 Willow Road = 899-6400

Pastor.
|| Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am

|| Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location

9Iglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas « 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

L)‘_‘ Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am d

J

=

g\_r Gur Lady of Perpetual Help C
Pastor: Father Daryl Olmstead

U{:

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Bobby Potter « 332-3956
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am

,j Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

il 899-3631 [
|| Pastor:. Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey ||
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am

Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sonrise Christian Church L{j
Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
|| Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]
FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman  899-6161

Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am

)

g\_{ grace Fellowship Church q

104 E. Hwy 24 = 899-6423

Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence; 899-0134

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
Worship Service: 11 am

13th & Center

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am
Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays

307 W. 13th = 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 9:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am

Worship Service: 10 am

Sunday School: 10 am

Worship Service: 11 am

Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

|| Pastor: Scott Grimshaw

3"

Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 5]

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

good Samaritan Center
h 208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

goodland Daily News
1205 Main

‘Topside Office Products, 9nc.

1110 Main il




