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commentary

from other pens...

Public records costs
must be reasonable

TheGarden City Telegram on costsfor publicrecords:

Kansas publicrecord holdersshould take note of thedirectivegiven
their neighborsto the north: Thegovernment cannot chargemorethan
reasonabl e coststo copy public documents.

That's the word from Nebraska Attorney General Don Stenberg.
Stenberg even went further to say that it is appropriate and desirable
for government official sto make copiesof requested documentsavail-
ablefor free.

That would be arefreshing policy for public agencies to embrace,
but the cynical guessisfew will offer it to their citizenry.

Kansaslaw allowsareasonablechargefor publicrecords. Thecharge
isn’ttoexceedtheactual cost of providingarecord, including staff time
to locate it and copy it. The law suggest that 25-cents per pageis an
acceptable charge.

Theideaisto recover the cost of producing acopy of apublic docu-
ment. But thereality isthat the chargeitself hastheimpact of limiting
the number of requests made.

That’stoo bad. ...

Thesystemmany government agenci eshasestabli shed makerequest-
ing publicdocumentsahassle. Indeed, citizenscanbemadetofeel like
their anuisance when making request. ...

Government officials, particularly elected representatives, should
embrace citizen involvement and encourage more of it.

Providing public recordsfor freewould be abold step in that direc-
tion.

It would be appropriate and desirable.

Winfield Daily Courier on stateteacher shortage:

Gov. Bill Gravessaid recently he had heard littlefrom the publicin
support of more money for schools next year.

We are not surprised.

The demand around hereis not for more money, itisfor reform. If
the governor really wantsto help our public schools, he shouldraisea
flag of reform.

Then perhapsthepublicwill respond. If it doesthenteachers, school
boardsand the state board of educationwill seewhat it takesto restore
public enthusiasm for their institution.

A good placefor thegovernor to start would betheteacher shortage.
Everyone understandsfrom hisor her own experiencetheimportance
of ateacher. Attacking one big problem would be better than trying to
sell alist of relatively minor changes.

... Bill Gravesisin astrong position to take up the cause of meeting
Kansas' growing teacher—and administrator—shortage. The current
estimate is we are 400 teachers short for next year, and that estimate
canonly grow.

Thegovernor should not | et partisan politicsgetinhisway. Nor should
helet theK ansas National EducationAssociation, theteachers’ union,
gum up his Graves-goes-back-to-school initiative.

Attackingtheteacher shortagemay not exactly bereform, butitwould
send out asignal that our leadership in Topekareally does care about
thefutureof Kansaspubliceducation. Itisthekind of actionhard-heads
intheL egidaturewould havetroubleresisting, and thekind needed to
get the public moving in theright direction.

Letter Policy
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no public interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit let-
ters for length and good taste.
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Remembering the art of ironing clothes

It had to bedone and | knew | could doit.

| had doneit beforebut not for along, longtime.

Alll hadtodoisfindtheequipment, whichlived
inthebasement, | thought, setitupandgettowork.

Ironingjustisn’'t aseasy as| remembered.

Thebiggest problemwasfinding the board and |

theiron.

My ironing board belonged to Steve's grand-
mother. Whenweinheritedit 30 yearsago, | puta
new cover onit.

| got aniron for my birthday my senior year in
high school so | would have one when | went off
tocollege.

After Steveand | weremarried, | wouldironall
hisshirts. Hismother said | wascrazy —they were
permanent press— and why onearthwould | iron
if | didn’t haveto?

Well, mostly becausel wasbored. Welivedina
tiny apartment, had no childrenand | didn’'t even
haveajobyet. | wasafraid to go out by myselfin
Kansas City. | was from a small town and the
thought of getting on a busto take me anywhere
scared meto death. So| learned to iron and cook.

Steve had great-looking shirts and gained 20
pounds. Thenfinally, | got ajob.
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Theshirtswentdownhill but, sincel didn’thave
timeto cook, helost 30 pounds.

Sincethen, | havenotironed much at all. When
the children werelittle, | ironed the nametags on
their clothes beforethey left for camp.

When the oldest was in the seventh grade, she
took home economicsand learnedtoiron. | never
ironed another nametag. Infact, thelast personto
usemy ironwasmy son, theyoungest, thelast one
to go to camp. | remember seeing him ironing on
hisnametags. That was about four years ago.

Too bad hewent to college. If he had been here,
I might havetriedtobribehimintoironingmy stuff.

Asit was, | was faced with two almost-new
dressesthat | had hand washed accordingtodirec-
tionsandthey neededtobeironed, andthechildren
wereall gone.

Inthe past when faced with thisproblem, | took

them to the cleaners. But we have no cleanersin
Oberlinand| never remember totakestuff withme
when | go elsewhere.

It had to befaced. | had to iron those dresses or
buy new ones, and Stevewould probably object to
that.

Ah, there was the ironing board |eaning against
thewater heater. Now, wherewastheiron?Not with
the other laundry supplies. Not with the odd small
appliances (rice cooker, waffle iron, food proces-
sor and electric knife).

Thereit was behind the cat food.

Isthisreally my iron?It’snot theonel got when
| was 18. Somewhere aong theline | must of got-
tenanother one. | wonder what happenedtotheold
one?

| found an outlet, set the board up andironed not
only my two dresses but the collar of ashirt and &
shirt of Steve'sthat lied when it said permanent
press.

| probably shouldn’t haveironed that shirt. Now
he’sgoing to remember that | do know how toiron
and expect meto doit every month or so.

Too bad none of thekids havekids. | could defi-
nitely use agrandchild in home-ec about now.

‘Miss Haynes' starts her year as junior high teacher

We went to Lawrence last week to help our
youngest daughter set up her apartment.

Shehad recruited the boysin her gang to do the
heavy lifting, moving her from the student tene-
ment she's been living in to her very own “real”
apartment, actually moreof atownhouse, two bed-
roomsand lots of spacefor atiny girl.

Her parents were needed to carry the plastic
whilesheshoppedfor her kitchen. Wemadeit her
birthday present, and she was pleased.

Of course, Daddy had to gowith her to retrieve
theantiquechinahutch her grandmother had given
her —theboysnot tobetrusted withall that fancy
glass— and any help carrying stuff around the
mess was appreci ated.

After six yearsin college (one more than her
degree required, because she changed majors a
littlelatein the game), she'son her own now.

By the time you read this, she'll be “Miss
Haynes,” facing ahundred or moresquirming sev-
enthand eighth gradersinscienceclassevery day.

Andtiny assheisat 5foot (oristhat 4foot 117),
they' Il think she’san adult. Especially when they
get thelook she’sbeen cultivating the last couple
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of years.

It'skindof hardfor metograspthis. It seemslike
only yesterday that shewasababy, cradledin her
big sister’sarmsthe day she cameto our homein
Kansas City.

Not thatlong agothat shewasa3-year-oldwaif,
wispy blondehair flying, at our placein Col orado.
Shenever sat still, never took no for ananswer (at
least not well) and alwaysgot what she set out for.

She confessed last week that she might be get-
ting pretty nervousby thetimewe got there.

“You know how | am, Daddy.”

Ohyes, | know. Shewasthe girl who spent the
entiresummer beforeseventhgradewithher stom-
achinaknot. Junior highwould changeeverything
in her life, sheanguished.

During those years, she'd cry “You just don't
understand,” and stalk off to her room. We smileo
and|et her go. (And sheclaimstoday that wereal ly
didn’'t understand.)

Her mom'’salittlethat way, soyou can seewhere
she getsit. Lindsay’s always that way, wound up
about any change in her life. It was a close vote
whether to keep her in the family the day of her
graduationfrom college. Sometimeswedon't even
know what’sgot her. But weloveher. There'sal ot
of memories packed into those 24 years.

By now she’sbeen to the new teachers' meeting
and gotten her keys. She’s probably decorated the
bulletin boards and drawn up the first week’s les-
son plans.

She'slearningtoget upat 7 a.m. instead of 10 or
11 and commuting every day to her school. She's
an adult, afull fledged member of the humanrace.

Thekidsaretrying to figure out how much they
can get away with with the new teacher. Some of
the boys have probably already devel oped acrush
on her.

And we, the plastic holders, are so proud. So
proud, honey, so proud.

District engineer has different view of construction

Tothe Editor:

Recent articlesin The Goodland Daily Newsas
well as some bumper stickers circulating around
Goodland have painted a negative picture of the
Kansas Department of Transportation and itsin-
volvement with construction projects in and
around thecity of Goodland. I’d liketo offer you
adifferent perspective.

| wonder if the peoplesportingthose“KDOT —
Killing Dead Our Town” bumper stickers have
ever thought about what their “town” wouldbelike
without KDOT? Hereisabreakdown of thetrans-
portation dollars coming to the city of Goodland:

« Current K-27 Major Modification north of
Goodland—$11million (fortwoprojects). KDOT
contributed $75,000 to Sherman County to main-
tain and upgrade county roadsfor local traffic.

« Current Cherry Street Geometriclmprovement
project — $765,000 (KDOT contributed
$430,000).

* 20001 nterstate-70 Concrete Pavement — $22
million (for two projects).

» 2000 K-27 South Overlay — $1.1 million.

» 2000 K-27 Geometric Improvement Project
(repaving north of 1-70) — $1.3 million. KDOT
contributed $139,000 to cover inspection costs,
because the city of Goodland could not come up
with thefunding.

Thisamountsto about $36 million that the de-
partment hasspent mai ntai ning andimprovingthe
transportation infrastructure in Sherman County
injust the past two years. | am leaving out of the
equation the dollars that are paid to construction
workersthat find their way into the cashregisters
of hotels, gas stations, shops and restaurantsin
Sherman County.

from our
readers

® to the editor

Any economic devel opment expertwill tell you
that an efficient and saf etransportati oninfrastruc-
tureisessential toacity’sfuturegrowth and pros-
perity. Perhaps a more accurate bumper sticker
would read: “KDOT —Keeping Development On
Track.”

Thetruthisthat noneof theseimprovementscan
happenwithout someinconvenienceto somebody.
Attimesthisinconveniencewill trand ateintosome
lossof business. Yet any businessthat undergoesa
major remodelingwill alsoexperienceatemporary
loss— alossthey willingly take becausethey un-
derstand the remodeling will improve business
later. The same is true with the construction
projects. temporary lossfor futuregain. Thetem-
porary influx of workersand their purchases also
offsets some of thistemporary loss.

I"dliketo address another aspect of thisissue. |
believe KDOT has been unfairly targeted as the
“villain” regarding the Cherry Street construction
project and the resulting road closures. Thisisa
city-administrated Geometric Improvement
Project. Thedepartment setsasidemoney eachyear
toassi st citieswithgeometricimprovementsof city
connecting links (city streets which connect two
portionsof rural statehighway). Thestatefunds75
to 100 percent and the city fundsup to 25 percent.
In this case, KDOT is funding 95 percent of the
project (up to amaximum of $430,000).

The city of Goodland went through a lengthy
application processtowin approval for the Cherry
Street project. Many Kansas communities did not
get funding for their applications. | wonder what
they would think about this hubbub? My guessis
they wouldthink it’sapretty good problemto have.

What thisal meansisthat thecity issolely respon-
sible for the administration of the Cherry Street
project. Thisincludesthecl osuresof roadsand how
they arestructured. KDOT reviewed and approved
aset of plans(prepared by thecity andtheir consult-
ant) that included phasing of the project to allow
access to the businesses along Cherry Street. The
city ortheir hired consultant accepted arequest from
thecontractor tocombineseveral phasesof work —
acity decision, not KDOT's. Thiscombinationcre-
ated some of the recent access problems to busi-
nesses. As to a “ breakdown in communications’
when closing the K-27 viaduct/bridge, thecity was
aware that the closure was necessary for the work
north of town to progressin atimely manner.

Thehighway systemwasnot designed nor canit
beexpectedtobetheultimatesystemforever. Thus
weat KDOT are charged with the responsibilities
to maintain and update it as necessary. We alway's
try to minimizeinconveniencesand lossestolocal
businesses and constituents when making road
improvements. We have done just that in the case
of Goodland, andwill continuetodo so. Wegreatly
appreciate the pati ence shown by most of the pub-
licand arethankful for thesupport wereceivefrom
the mgjority of the community. Thank you for the
opportunity to addressthisissue.

ChrissB. McDiffett, PE.

District Engineer

Norton



