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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Your newspaper Is
a mirror of the city

Inancient times, it wasthe custom — when amessenger came bear-
ing bad news from an army in the field — to have the messenger be-
headed.

It didn’t change the outcome of the battle, of course, but it madethe
king feel better.

In many countries, the government decides what newspapers and
broadcast stationscall news. | nthose places, what you read iswhat the
government wantsyouto read. Editorswho don’t goaongwindupin
jail, or worse.

That doesn’'t change the facts or solve any of acountry’s problems,
but it makesthe |eadersfeel better.

Inthiscountry, when anewspaper pointsout aproblem, givesvoice
toanunpopular opinionor coversacontroversial story, it'scommonto
blamethe paper for stirring thingsup.

Someonewill demand that the paper stop printing that trash. Some-
oneelsewill say “they” only doittostirthingsupor tosell papers. What
they really mean isthat the paper should print things they agree with,
but not thingsthey don't.

Someone may suggest having the editor tarred and feathersand rid-
denout of townonarail. But that wouldn't changethefacts, would it?
Or makethetown any better?

Ah, but it might maketheleadersfed alittle better.

Therewasatimewhen newspaperswere considered political tools.
Editors had apoint of view, an agenda, and the whole paper might be
slanted their way. All Republican. All Democrat. All isolationist. All
abolitionist or all pro-slavery.

In those days, there were three or four papersin every county sest,
and any fool withaprinting pressand afew hundred dollarscoul d start
another.

Thosedaysaregone. Mosttowns, evenbigcities, haveonly onenews-
paper. Most rural townsarelucky tohaveasinglebroadcast outlet. And
thosethat have survived nolonger exist to push an agenda. They can’t
affordto. They arethe only gameintown.

Today, newspapers understand they havean obligationtolet every-
one have hissay, just aspublic officialshave an obligation to listen to
every opinion at ameeting. That meansmaking aplacefor opinionsof
all sort, whether we agree with them or not. Thereisn’t anywhereelse
the unpopular canturn.

Printingtheseideasissomethingweconsi der aduty, amatter of honor,
acivicresponsibility perhaps. But it doesn’t meanweagreewiththem.
Far fromit.

M ost newspapers, The Goodland Daily News among them, are pro-
gressiveasall get-out. We understand our businessdependsonapros-
perous, growing community. We want new stores, new plants, new
people, new schools, new business, new trade. Wetakeevery opportu-
nity to push for progress.

What if wetried to silencetheunpopular and cover uptheunknown?
Would that change anything?

Not likely. It might makeafew peoplefeel better, but those opinions
would still be out there. The problemswould still exist. And thetown
would be not one bit better off.

A newspaper isamirror of the community, not theforce controlling
and shapingit. Wearejust onevoiceinthedebate, and along with that,
wehavearesponsibility tolet every other voicebeheard. If thisreally
isademocracy, at least.

Some people have asked why we don’t suppress “ negative” letters
and opinions. Theshort answer is, wecan’t control what peoplethink.
Whenweprint aletter youdon’t agreewith, chancesarewedon’t agree
withit either. But wetake serioudly our roleto provideaforumfor all.

Wetry to advanceapositiveagenda, but whenit comestoothersideas
and opinions, we' rejust the messenger.

Shooting uswon't make the problems go away. — Steve Haynes
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| don’t know about you, but August makes me
sad.

Summerisdrawingtoaclose; it’softenvery hot
(which I like more than very cold); the days are
getting shorter and | know that winter will soonbe
here.

When| wasachild, August wasstill considered
a“vacation month.”

School didn’t begin until after Labor Day, and
families often vacationed in August. We joked
about, but enjoyed, the “dog days of summer.”
Now it seemslikeAugustisthemonthto* gear up”
for school and sports.

WEell, I’'mjust notinthemoodto“gear up.” I'm
still wanting to sit back and enjoy thewarm eve-
ningswithout dreading the cold to come.

If | don’t stay in the present and enjoy August,
I'll just turn around and it will be Christmas. So
I’mgoingtousesomeonee se' swordsfor thenext
coupleof columns.

Just enjoy their thoughts and picture mein my
porch swing.

Life: Closing

Lifechanges. It doesn’t wait until your ready, it
just forges ahead, dragging you kicking and
screaming al theway. It'salways so much easier
togo aong, but that'sahard lesson to learn.

I’mabit scared, that excited, frightened feeling.

We removingthefirst of September. |’ vestarted
takingthingsoff thewalls. Slowly, I mpackingthe
boxes. The process of closing one chapter to be-
gin another has begun.

| think it's the reality of facing the unfamiliar
that’s the hardest. When | went to college, | had
family in Hays. They made the transition for me
somuch easier.

Therewasawayssomeonel couldcall for help.

What doctorswerethebest?Whichgrocery was
cheaper?What restaurantsweresafetoeat at?They
helped me with everything.

Movingback to Goodlandwasn’t that hard. Not
much had changed and we both havefamily inthe
area.

Wemust now gointounchartedterritoryinColo-
rado, alittle scary and also very exciting.

Onceagain | will belooking for ajob. I’'msure
I'll check out the paper there, give my resumeto
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® commentary

Someunknownauthor (female, | presume) wrote
“All I Need to Know about Life, | Learned from
My Girlfriends’:

“Goodtimesareevenbetter whenthey’ reshared.
A goodlongtalk cancurealmost anything. Every-
one needs someone with whom to share their se-
crets. Listeningisjust asimportant astalking. An
understandingfriendisbetter than atherapist; and
cheaper, too! Laughter makestheworld ahappier
place. Sometimes you just need a shoulder to cry
on. Great mindsthink alike, especially when they
arefemale! When it comesto *bonding,” females
doit better. It'simportant to maketimeto do * girl
things.” Caloriesdon’t count whenyou arehaving

ANY LUCK

IN FINDING
A CURE FOR

POUTICS?

W

lunchwithyour girlfriends. You can never havetoo
many shoes. Gemsmay beprecious, but friendship
ispriceless!” | guessthat's where my passion for
shoesbegan.

Old nursery rhyme: “Needles and pins, needles
and pins. Whenaman marries, histroublesbegin.”
I know many men who would disputethis.

Alexander Woollcott: “ The scenery in the play
was beautiful, but the actors got in front of it.” |
sometimesthink thisdescribesGod’ sworldand me
init.

Albert Einstein: “ Thereare no great discoveries
or great progress so long as there is one unhappy
child onearth.” Weshould beashamed at the num-
ber of unhappy children that we personally know.

Peter Champkin in The Sleeping Life of Aspen
Williams: “I said this was fine utterance and
sounded well though it could have been polished
andmadetomeanless.” How someof my columns
turnout.

To contact Lorna with comments or ideas email
her at <lornagt@nwkansas.com>.

one chapter, opening another

Jdebra

anyonewhowill takeit, and hopefor thebest. Yes,
| haveadegree. It’sin English. Nothingmoreworth
saying really.

| can'twaittocheck outthedrive-inandthelittle
shops down town.

Wemovedto Goodland knowingwewouldonly
be here for a short time, but a person can't help
getting alittle attached to certain things.

| can’t imagine what life will be like when we
can'ttakeBaxter to Rosewood Park to play frisbee
every day. We haven't told him yet. Neither of us
can bare his pouty look.

ChinaGardenshasthebest sesamechicken. |’ ve
triedit other places, butit'sjust notthesame. | guess
I’ll havetofindanew favoritedishto savemefrom
depression.

Being abletowalk acrossthestreet and find sup-
portive, friendly facesissuchacomfortingfeeling
and a solacethat one comesto depend on.

Our familieswill be missed the most. The secu-
rity of knowing you have family minutes away is
irreplaceable.

Wewon't bethat far away, but wewon’t be pop-
pinginfor lunch, either.

I’'malwaysalittle sad when anew chapter of my
lifeisbeginning. | can’thelpbutlook back at al the
wonderful charactersand landscapesfromthepre-
Vious pages.

But | havetoadmitthoughthat | can’'twaittofind
out what the next chapter holds.

Editor’snote: Wewill missDebraTurner asshe
leaves our newspaper family to journey onin her
life. We knew this day would come, but it was al-
waysinthefuture— now itishere. Shehasbeene
wonderful person to work with, and has been an
important part of our processof producing anews-
paper daily. Wehopeshefindssuccessinwhatever
she does and wherever life takes her we hope she
will havekind memories of her timeat The Good-
land Daily News.

Good to see people expressing their opinion

TotheEditor:

I’m glad to see more people here in Goodland
arestartingtovoicetheir opinionsabout how these
city officialsare spending money, then expecting
usto pay for their boo-boos.

So far there has been no mention of our Senior
citizens. How arethey goingtoaffordthesehigher
taxes— that you shoved down our throats—ona
fixed income.

Every timel pickuponeof our daily newspapers
there’'s always mention of more money, more
money. Why astax paying citizensdon’'t wehave
a chance to vote on these big money spending
deals?

| don’t think you didyour homework very well,
beforeputtinginanew ball park —whichwehad
plenty of —andal soanew tenniscourt. What was
wrong with the onewe had?

Someoneshould havelookedintownhat itwould
cost for abig water world park such as ours, to
keep, maintain and insureit.

I’ msuretherearemorepeoplehereintownwho
feel theway we do, but are afraid to speak up and
rock the boat!

L et thepeopleof Goodland haveasay andavote

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel-
comes|ettersfrom readers. Letters should be typewrit-
tenif possible, and should include atelephone number
and, most importantly, a signature. Unsigned letters
will not be published. Form letters will be rejected, as
will letters deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage letters, with
phone numbers, by e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.
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from our
readers

® to the editor

on how you spend our tax dollars.

By theway thanksto Chuck and Rick for trying
to help us citizens. We do need to know what's
going on, contrary to othersbeliefs.

DianaNichols

Goodland

TotheEditor:

If you think families and churches can't afford
their welfare and charity; isit smart or stupid to
comparethepolitical parasites nefarious parvenu
mirage of utopia, (pawning the unborn to peon-
age)?

Social Security isthebiggest financial farceand
fraudulent chain letter in the country! The
Replicrats (socialist Republicans and communist
Democratsor visaversa) claimthosesmart enough
toearnaretostupidtosave! Therefore, by tyranny
of withholding taxes and slavery of those forced
toseizethem, garnisheverybody’ swages, then buy
votespromisingto carefor thoseeligible(govern-
ment Ponzi, lottery, alakartainflation).

Nameanyonethey have saved for, and returned
to, their own money (plus interest)! What bank,
credit union, savings and loan, etc. not doing that
cansurvive?

Itissmart or stupid to comparewhat thesavings
stealing Replicratstake in taxes, to give in subsi-
dies (about $4 taxes per $1 subsidy).

If everybody had their own retirement account,
most could have moreto spend themselves, char-

ity for the needy and keep principlefor their heirs.
“Gototheant, thou sluggard; consider her ways
and bewise.” Proverbs6:6
Frank Sowers
Benkelman
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"SOMEBOPY HAS A RATHER STRANGE

SENSE OF RUMAR "



