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commentary
from other pens...
Demaocrats regret
Lieberman’s limits

By Will Lester

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Sen. Joe Liebermanisbusy traveling the coun-
try, raising money and addressing crowds of Democratsthese days—
very much like someonewho hasan eye onthe 2004 presidential race.

But the 59-year-old Connecticut lawmaker has promised he won't
runif 2000Al Goreruns— apledgethat standsin front of any aspira-
tions harbored by Lieberman, who was Gore's running mate.

Some fear that pledge may stifle one of the most promising presi-
dential possihilities. Liebermanmadefriendsandimpressed Democrats
with hiscampaign skillsand personality duringthecampaign, they say.

“Lieberman clearly isinterested inrunning,” said Howard Reiter, a
political scientist at the University of Connecticut. “If heisn't, he's
givingthebestimitation |’ veever seen. But | think he’sboxed himsel f
inasfar asGore. It will beawkward for Lieberman if Goredoesrun.”

Some say they wish Lieberman was free to run on his own, but
Liebermanaidessay hehasno secondthoughtsabout hispledgeto Gore.

“Joe Liebermanisvery loyal and not your typical politician,” said
TomNides, aninformal adviser to the Connecticut senator. “ He'sdone
what hebelievesistheright thing to do. Al Gore gave him an opportu-
nity, and hebelievesthat if Al Goredecidesto run, then heshould not.”

Liebermaniscrisscrossingthecountry, appearing beforeDemocratic
groups, helping candidates and raising money for his political action
committee, which had almost $600,000 at the end of June.

“ Senator Lieberman cameout of the2000 campaignwithadeep sense
of gratitude for the opportunity he had and hisrole as anational party
|eader. Heiscommitted to hel ping those who hel ped him and do what-
ever hecantobuildtheDemocraticParty,” said spokesmanDanGerstein.

Liebermanisadept at crafting positionsat thecenter of the spectrum
whileremainingloyal to core Democraticval ues, many Democratssay.

It'salongway until the presidential election, andimpossibleto pre-
dict what Gorewill do, said Simon Rosenberg, president and founder
of theNew Democrat Network, apolitical action committee.

“A lot of peoplewant Senator Lieberman to run,” said Rosenberg.
“He'sahigh-profileleader of the party, hewasagreat addition to the
ticket. Senator Liebermanisa... thoughtful, seriousleader of theparty
who should be on everyone'sshort list.”

Heremainsafavorite of the Democrati c L eadership Council, theor-
ganizationthat hel ped guidetheparty back totheWhiteHousein 1992.

Gore, who narrowly lost the presidency in 2000, hasn’'t announced
hispolitical plans. He retains substantial |oyalty within the party, but
some Democratic operatives are eager to learn about his campaign
approach should he run again. Some maintain the vice president made
astrategic mistakewhen hecampaigned on populist themesrather than
on the economic accomplishments of the Clinton administration.

Veteran strategists in the party say Lieberman has offered a more
bal anced and marketablemessagethan most other potential candidates.
He's been avocal opponent of President Bush on the tax cut and the
environment, while supporting the president’s broad goal s on educa-
tion and government aid for religious charities.

He has ahigh-profile post as chairman of the Senate’ s Governmen-
tal AffairsCommittee, theleadinginvestigativepanel . It haslookedinto
suchissuesasthelevelsof arsenicinwater and protecting forests.

Andinhisfreetime, Liebermanwill travel, campaignfor Democrats
andraisemoney. Liebermanmay actlikeapresidential candidatethese
days, but that doesn’t mean he'll beintherace.

“Joe Lieberman has to keep doing what he'sdoing ... acting like a
presidential candidate, with the reservation he's going to give way if
Al Goredecidestorun,” said Ed Marcus, aConnecticut attorney and a
Liebermanfriend.“ It'scertainly not thebest positiontobein, butthat’s
where hefinds himself.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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Congress and Bus

President Bush has no coherent policy on the
Middle East crisis, but Congressisin the process
of nudging himtoward onethat woul d begin pun-
ishing Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat for failing
to control terrorist violence.

Bush has been calling on Arafat to “do alot
more” to stopterrorism, but administrationpolicy
lacksany senseof “or else.”

On occasion, Bush and Vice President Cheney
have indicated they sympathize with Israel’s ef-
fort to pre-empt terrorist attacks, even by assassi-
nating militant leaders, andto punishArafat’ sPal-
estinian Authority following acts of violence.

At other times, though, pronouncements by
Secretary of State Colin Powell and Bush makeit
seemthat theadministration considersArafat and
Israel’s government equally responsible for the
absence of peace.

It'snot clear whether thisisagood cop-bad cop
act designed to appease both Jewish votersinthe
United Statesand oil-rich Persian Gulf Arabs, the
product of afundamental split within the admin-
istration— or evidence of confusion. Thisweek,
inthewakeof thelatest suicidebombingsat apiz-
zeriainJerusalemand acafeinHaifa, Bushrather
impotently declared, “ There' snothing that an ad-
ministration can do if there’'sno will for peace.”

Au contraire. The administration can begin by
saying consistently that Arafat is fundamentally
responsiblefor theviolenceandthat sanctionsare
ontheway.

Amongthestepssuggested by membersof Con-
gressareplacingArafat’ssecurity servicesonthe
State Department’sterroristlist, downgradingthe
diplomatic status of the Palestinian mission in
Washington, and cutting off non-humanitarianaid
to the West Bank and Gaza. Such sanctions, sub-
jecttopresidential waiver, arepart of aforeignaid
bill passed by the House and headed for Senate
hearingsin September.

Arafat deserves to be penalized for releasing
fromjail leadersof thechief terrorist groupsclaim-
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ing credit for suicidebombings, HamasandIslamic
Jihad. Rather thanrearrestingthem, Arafatisinthe
process of negotiating with the terrorists to have
themjoin hisgovernment. Arafat himself hassent
statementsof prai setothefamiliesof suicidebomb-
ers. Moreover, the Tanzim and Force 17, two se-
curity servicesaffiliatedwithArafat’sFatah party,
have been directly involved in attacks on Isragli
targets.

Arafat hasagreed on numerousoccasions—the
|atest in connection with the peace agreement ne-
gotiated earlier thisyear by CIA Director George
Tenet — to crack down on those responsible for
violence.

Yet he hasn’'t done a thing beyond issue occa-
sional condemnationsof especially egregiousacts
of terrorism. Meantime, media outlets controlled
by the Pal estinian Authority spew aconstant mes-
sage of violenceagainst Israglis.

The Friday, Aug. 3, sermon given by Sheik
Ibrahim Madhi at the Sheik 1jlin Mosgue in Gaza
and broadcast on the Palestinian Authority’stele-
vision station, for example, declared, “Blessings
towhoever savedabullettostickitinaJew’shead.”

Thesermon continued, accordingtoatranscript
from the Middle East Media Research Institute,
“Whoever can fight the Jews with his weapons
should goout tothebattle; whoever canfight them
with a machine gun, should go out; whoever can
fight themwith ... hishands, should go out. Noth-
ingwill deter the Jewsexcept thecol or of their filthy
people’'sblood.”

Thefact isthat, even when Arafat was ostensi-
bly negotiating peace with Israel, no effort was
made to prepare the Pal estinian population to ac-
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n should punish Arafat

cept lessthan the elimination of the Jewish state.

Whenformer I sraeli PrimeMinister Ehud Barak
offered Arafat morethan 90-percent control of the
occupiedWest Bank, partial governanceof Jerusa-
lem and recognition of anindependent Pal estinian
State, Arafat rejected thedeal and unleashed awave
of violenceagainst I srael.

In hindsight, there's reason to wonder whether
Arafat ever intended to reach atrue peace with | s-
rael, or smply togainasmuchterritory ashecould
in order to resume hislifelong armed struggle.

The collapse of the peace process hasled Barak
tocall for buildingasecurity wall hundredsof miles
long to separate Jewsand Pal estinians, whilekeep-
ing openan offer to negotiatewith somefuturePal-
estinian leader.

Themorehawkish-minded suggest going beyond
that step, declaring al the fruits of the peace pro-
cess null and void, and calling for the attack and
destructionof thePal estinianAuthority’sinfrastruc-
ture, evendriving Arafat himself back into exile.

Barak’s successor as prime minister, Ariel
Sharon, has adopted no discernable long-range
policy, but instead has offered to resume negotia-
tionsif Arafat will bring violence to a halt while
attacking targetslinked to terrorism.

Sharon evidently hopesthere isafinite number
of young men in Palestine willing to blow them-
selvesup and that hardships suffered by the Pales-
tinian population will bring itsleadersto reason.

But that hope may be avain one. Terrorism anc
Isradli reprisalscouldwell leadtoall-out war, which
U.S. dliesintheArabworld might feel it necessary
tosupportorevenjoin, raising thespecter of abreak
with the United States.

Thebottomlineis, Bushcan’t affordto conclude
there’ snothing hecando. Ataminimum, heshould
supportlegislationto punishArafat, makingit clear
that his administration speaks with one voice on
who'sto blamefor Middle East violence.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.

Drumming until the end

Whenthephonerang at 10:40 Tuesday night, my
stomachfluttered. A late-night phonecal | hasnever
brought good news.

“lsshecomfortable?’ | heard my husband ask.
“OK. S0, she's sleeping? Good. We appreciate
your keeping us posted.”

Hereturnedthephonetoitscradle. “ They don’t
think she'sgoingtolastthroughthenight,” hesaid,
trying to absorb the meaning of hisown words.

Just afew hours earlier, we had been in Room
126 of the K entfield Rehabilitation Center, where
my husband’s 84-year-old mother was fighting
pulmonary fibrosis. Intruth, Rosewasn’t somuch
fightingthediseaseasrefusingto acknowledgeit.

Thefibrosishad eaten away at her lungstosuch
adegree that doctorswho treated her pneumonia
last November were at alossto explain why she
was still alive. Yet, short of breath but otherwise
healthy, she had returned afew weekslater to her
apartment at the Redwoodsretirement community,
cooking for herself, shopping at the Safeway
across the street and always looking as polished
asalady onher way totea.

Such independence had comelatein life, after
shelost her husband four yearsago. During nearly
60 years of marriage, Rose had never learned to
drive or balance a checkbook. She had never
opened a door for herself or slipped her arms
throughacoat without hisgallant assistance. Alone
and devastated after hisdeath, she barely |eft her
townhouse. No matter how many times my hus-
band and | called or visited, it was never enough.
We were all she had, and so she held on tightly,
alternately defiant and apol ogeti c about her depen-
denceonus.

A year later, at our urging, she moved into the
Redwoods, bristling at theideathat she belonged
in aplace with so many old people. “I’m not one
tojoin clubs or participate in the activities,” she
saidwhenwepointed out thearray of offeringson
thelobby bulletin board.

Within two months, she had joined the drum-
ming group.

Drumming? Rose?

And shewastaking an operaappreciation class
and attending the Friday night wine-and-cheese

socials. Most importantly, she had made a best
friend, a wonderful woman who told everyone
Rosewasthe sister she’ d never had.

But even her best friend wasn't allowed to visit
her at therehab center. No one but family. “I look
awful,” Rose said every day when we arrived.
“Don’t | look awful ?” She seemed to think of her-
self asaguest of the hospital rather than apatient.
She wore colorful blouses with matching sweat-
ersor vests even in bed, asif she might at any
moment be asked out to lunch.

“I wish| had somethingtoofferyou,” shealways
apologized, “acold drink or something.”

Thedoctors had told us she had no morethan a
few monthsleft— perhapsjust afew weeks. They
hadtold her, too, but shenever let on. Evenonthat
|ast afternoon, shetalked of returning to the Red-
woodsand wanted to make surewehad contacted
the hairdresser for an appointment. We delivered
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woman from St. Francis. Please call SheilaSmith
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theoutfits she had requested, read her the new get-
well cards, then kissed her on the head, telling her
we' d be back tomorrow.

At 12:35am., the phonerang again.

“Mrs. Tompkins expired five minutes ago,” the
nursesaid. “| am so sorry.”

Rose had died in her deep, which was the only
way her lungscould havegottenaway with quitting
on her.

I will missher, but I don’t think I will mourn her
much. Shegottoliveuntil theageof 84without ever
having become an old lady.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.
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