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commentary
from other pens...

Are missile defenses
today’s Maginot line?

By George Gedda

Assoclated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — It’s probably just as well that Paul Maginot,
French war minister in the late 1920s, never lived to see the sad result
of what he thought was a surefire plan to protect his country from a
Germaninvasion.

HisMaginot Line, stretching thelength of the French-German bor-
der, wasregarded asthe most technol ogi cally advanced homeland de-
fensein history. In 1940, eight years after Maginot’s death, the Ger-
mansindeedinvaded Francebut drovearoundtheline, using Belgium
astheentry point. Maginot’s creation was reduced to irrel evance.

Robert Sherman, an armsexpert at the Federation of American Sci-
entists, believes President Bush's proposed missile defense systemiis
no lessfanciful than wasthe Maginot Line.

Heposesthenot-so-illusory hypothesisof anucl ear-equippedforeign
aggressor whowishestokill alargenumber of innocentAmericans. The
despot hasthe option of using an ICBM or clandestine delivery.

Asfor the latter, the aggressor could put the bomb in the hold of a
merchant ship and explodeitinanAmerican harbor. Or hecould putitin
anairliner destinedfor alargecity, or haveitdriventhereinarental truck.

“The |CBM would be more expensive, less accurate and much less
reliablethan clandestinedelivery,” Shermanwritesinthefederation’s
journal, PublicInterest Report. “ Evenmoreimportant, thel CBM would
leave an unmistakabl e return address, while clandestine delivery of -
fersat least the possibility of anonymity.”

Sherman’s message: The ICBM threat is overstated so why should
the United States, by devel oping anational missiledefense, encourage
aggressivetyrantsto seek thesafer, moreeffectiveclandestineaterna-
tivefor striking at U.S. popul ation centers?

Ah, but suppose the objective of enemy countriesisnot to kill inno-
centAmericansbut to alter U.S. foreign policy?Giventhechoice, per-
haps most hostile governmentswould prefer the | atter.

John E. McLaughlin, deputy director of the CIA, saidinaspeechin
Alabamalast week that an aggressive despot doesn’t actually haveto
usehisICBM inorder to extract political gainsfromtheUnited States.

Henotesthat Iran, Irag and North K oreaare devel oping such weap-
ons and suggests that the mere possibility of their use would compli-
cateAmericandecision-makinginacrisis. Hesaysit could—asaform
of blackmail — prevent the United States from coming to the aid of
friendsand alliesin such asituation.

Thesel CBM countries, McL aughlin says, may not even havetotest
their missilesin order to havethe desired political impact.

“For them, it may be enough to demonstratetheir capabilitiesinthe
formof aspacelaunchvehicle— astrategy that could achievethetwin
goa sof deterrenceand prestigewithout thepolitical and economiccosts
that along-range ballistic missiletest might bring.”

McLaughlinpredictstheU. S. hassomebreathingroom, but not much.

“Theintelligencecommunity continuesto project that asweprogress
throughthenext 15years, our country most likely will facel CBM threats
from North K orea, probably from Iran and possibly from Iraq” — bar-
ring significant changesin their political orientations.

Of thesethree, North K oreaisthemost likely to renouncethel CBM
option. PyongyangindicatedtotheUnited Stateslast fall awillingness
to curb missile development in exchange for economic benefits. But
now it seems hesitant.

It hasyet to respond to an offer by Bush almost three monthsago to
resume the discussions. Secretary of State Colin Powell saysthe ad-
ministration isready to resumethetalksany time, any place.

Whatever theNorth K orean decision, theUnited Statesfacesalong,
bitter debate over the pluses and minuses of missile defense.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
TheAssociated Press since 1968.
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Mixing business with pleasure

Thesignsaid:

Welcome
Colorado Pharmacists
High on Cats
when| arrived at the Col orado Pharmacy Associa
tion convention over theweekend in Denver.

It is my yearly opportunity to get continuing
education, see old friends and keep up with the
|atest trendsin pharmacy.

In the past, the groups met at places like
Breckenridge, Copper Mountainor Beaver Creek
— ki resortswith cheap summer prices. Thisyear,
though, the meetings were at the Holiday Inn at
Denver International Airport.

| haveto say, theambiancejust wasn'tthere, but
thehotel wascleanand cheapandit had acat show
going on at the sametime.

High on Catsisthe name of aDenver cat club.
Theshow wassanctioned by thelnternational Cat
Association. (I bet youdidn'tevenknow therewas
suchathing— I didn’t either.)

Our conventionranfrom Thursday to Saturday.
The cat show was Saturday and Sunday.

OnFriday, | picked up aRocky Mountain News
and saw the natice of the show. | thought it would
be neat to go see some of the cats, but | wasn’t

Separatin

Now that school isstarting again, weare seeing
theyearly rash of articlesabout Ritalin.

Let meclarify that statement: Weare seeingthe
yearly rash of articles about the ease— and even
eagerness— withwhichparentsputtheir children
onRitain.

One notoriously zealous pediatrician, writing
recently in Salon.com, argued that parents use
medicationasa“ substitutefor discipline, rewards
and spendingenoughtimewiththeirkids.” Hesaid
he found a “disturbing trend on the part of
caregiverstoreflexively regard drugsastherem-
edy of first choice.”

Remedy of first choice.

I’mnot surewhich parentsheknows, but | have
yet to find one that grabbed at drugs as aremedy
of first choice. Onthecontrary. | haveseen parents
witharmloadsof booksonattention deficit hyper-
activity disorder anditstreatments. | haveattended
lecturesonADHD packedwith parentshungry for
information. | have seen mothers fighting back
tearsasthey handtheschool nursetheir children’s
firstdosagesof Ritalin, knowingtheir childisnow
officially “different.”

By thetimemost parentsdecideon medication,
they understand that their child hasamedical dis-
order. Not abehavioral problem. NotanAmerica
in-the-New-Millennium problem. Hehasafailure

| cynthia
| haynes

® Open season

willingtorisk my neckinDenver traffictogoacross
town for cats or anything else. Then | saw where
the show was. It was on my doorstep. It was here,
at thishotel.

Evenif | hadn’'t seen the item in the paper, by
Friday night | would have known something was
up. Catsstarted arriving.

Now, | don’t mean that therewere Siamese and
Tabbies lined up at the checkout counter. But on
the elevatorsand in the halls, people started drag-
ginginanimal carriers. Andthroughthewallsyou
could hear plaintive meows of tired felines.

| talkedto onelady whowasjust moving her cats
into aroom down the hall. She said that she was
from California

Ittakesareally devoted or really crazy cat lover
todragthreeshow catsall theway from California
toDenverinacar, | thought.

On Saturday, the procession of cats to the con-
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in amental mechanism. All the disciplinein the
world cannot change the child's brain any more
than discipline can change adiabetic child's pan-
creas. If wereadily giveadiabeticchildinsulinto
compensate for his physical dysfunction, why
should we be any less vigilant about giving an
ADHD child medication to compensatefor his?
Here'swhat el sel haveseen: Childrenwhohave
blossomed on medication. Children who finally
have social lives because they can control their
impul ses, stay focused in agame, and read social
cues. Children who finally can listen to ateacher
and take atest and read a chapter without athou-
sand distractions and mind vacations. Children
who finally understand that they aren’t stupid.
Yet, now the Ritalin Reactionaries, which in-
cludethe Church of Scientology, have persuaded
somel egidlatorsthat school sshouldnot beal lowed
to mention medi cation to parentswhose children
exhibit symptoms of ADHD. In the New York
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vention hall wasa most constant aswepharmaci sts
filedinto our classroomstolearnabout thelatestin
medications. | had ahardtimekeeping my mindon
thedrugs. | washigh oncats.

By mid afternoon, | was ableto sneak out of the
busi ness meeting to go meet the cats.

They were everywhere — Burmese, bengals,
Himalayans, manx, Persian, ragdolls, Siamese,
tonkineseand alley. TheMainecoon cat seemedto
be one of the most popular breeds, but there were
lots of household pets (plain cats, in other words.)

| talked to one young man. Hishig mixed-breed
wasfromtheshelter and hehad just wonabluerib-
bon. He called his cat Andres Galarraga after the
former Rockies first baseman because it was one
big cat.

| checked out the catsand bought apair of catnip
mice, atoy cat andamat that said“ Slow Please, Cat
Crossing.”

| almost adopted a beautiful three-year-old fe-
mal e but wasn't sure how to get her home or how
shewould getalongwithMissMoallie, thequeen of
the house.

The cat people thought the sign was funny. I’'m
not sure any of the other pharmacistsgot it.

Maybe | wasthe only one sniffing the catnip.

sclence

Timeslast Sunday, afront-pagearticlereported that
thisrestriction will become law in Connecticut in
October. Similar billshavebeenintroducedinfive
other states.

Think about this. Teachers, special education co-
ordinatorsand school psychol ogists, whowork with
thousandsof childrenover thecourseof their careers,
cannot evensuggest to parentsthat medicationmight
be an optionin helping their struggling child.

Such aprohibitionindicatesthat these state leg-
islators believe one of two things: That educators
aretooinept to recognize aseriousabnormality, or
that ADHD isn't areal medical condition. If the
legidatorscontend ADHD isn'tareal medical con-
dition helped enormously by medication, they are
ignoring 200 studiesand morethan 6,000 scientific
articlesonthetopic. Andif they do understand that
ADHD isamedical condition, they are guilty of
withholding critical health information from par-
ents.

Aswith any medical condition, there are those
whoadvocatealternativeremediestotreat ADHD.
Great. But enough with the “Say NO to Ritalin”
bumper stickers. Surely our children are better
served by trading in slogansfor science.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send commentsto her in care of her e-
mail at joanryan@sfgate.com.
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