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commentary
from other pens...
(Governors races are
different as blue, red

By Will Lester

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — New Jersey and Virginiaarethestateswith gov-
ernors electionsthisyear and Republicans have causeto be nervous.

Each statehasaRepublican governor whoisnot runningfor re-elec-
tion. And in both states the Democratic candidates are leading in the
polls by double digits heading into the Labor Day weekend.

The two races couldn’t be more different than blue and red.

Democrat Al Gorewon New Jersey by 16 percentage pointsin last
year’spresidentia electionandthestatewasmarked blueon many post-
election mapsto signify the Democratic win. Republican George W.
Bush carried Virginiaby nine pointsand it was marked red.

“New Jersey and Virginiaare fundamentally different,” said Larry
Sabato, apolitical analyst at the University of Virginia. “New Jersey
hasalarge Democratic voter baseand Virginiaisthemirror opposite.”

In New Jersey, Demacrat Jim McGreevey had a19-point lead over
Republican Bret Schundler intwo recent polls. InVirginia, Democrat
Mark Warner had alead of 14 pointsover Republican Mark Earley.

“Alead of 14 pointsfor aDemocrat in Virginiacan easily melt away
by November,” Sabato said.

Schundler aides say thereistime for him to broaden his appeal by
contrasting his mayoral record with McGreevey’s and talking about
issueslike hisopposition to highway tolls.

McGreevey, the mayor of Woodbridge, N.J., expects to campaign
with Gore in September, and Schundler’s aides say they hope Presi-
dent Bushwill becomingtothestatefor the GOPmayor of Jersey City.

Virginiawill offer no such echoesof the2000 presidential campaign,
even though the president will appear therefor Earley next month.

Democratsbelieve Warner hasafinancia advantage over Earley of
2-to-1 or 3-to-1 now after Warner raised as much as $9 million from
12,000donors. TheWarner campaign hasbeen advertising throughout
thesummer. Hisaidesexpect the GOPwill pour resourcesintothestate.

“1 don’t have any plansto bringinlotsof outsiders,” said Warner, a
46-year-old, self-made multimillionaire. “ Thisis going to be a cam-
paignonVirginiavalues...andwe' |l let thechipsfall wherethey may.”

Warner hasvisited all partsof the state repeatedly, haslaid out issue
positionsonissuesfrom educationto early childhood caretorural de-
vel opment. Hiscampaign hasitsown bluegrasstuneand hehascourted
everyonefrom NA SCAR fansto huntersto high-tech businessmen. He
talks about aneed to clean up thefiscal messin Richmond.

Earley, a47-year-old former state lawmaker and attorney general,
has been promoting his support for tax cuts, improvementsin educa-
tionand hisaccomplishmentsduring hisserviceinVirginiagovernment.

Earley, who appeared in northern Virginiawith Pennsylvania Gov.
Tom Ridge this week, says he's not worried about the polls. Ridge
emphasized Earley would continue atradition of GOPleadership.

“Wefed real good about whereweare,” Earley said. “ Wewanted to
wait until September and October when people were paying attention
(tobuy televisiontime). We'll draw acontrast between our experience
and our opponents’ lack of experience.”

National Democratsare optimistic.

“Headinginto L abor Day, wecould not ask to bein abetter position,”
said CaliforniaGov. Gray Davis, chairman of the Democratic Gover-
nors Associ ation. “ Weknow theseraceswill betough, but wefeel very
good about our prospectsin New Jersey and Virginia.”

Virginia Gov. Jim Gilmore, chairman of the Republican National
Committee, sayshelikesRepublicans chancesin both statesand says
theGOPwill helpinboth races. Schundler’sappeal in New Jersey will
grow as he becomes better known, Gilmore said. The governor was
especially critical of Warner for hissometimesfolksy approachto cam-
paigning in areaslike southwest Virginia.

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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M MARRIED TO MY JOB, BUT

ITS ASKING FOR A DIVORCE.

| don’tknow about you, but I’ mhopingyouhave
enjoyed some of the quotations I’ ve shared with
you thismonth.

Thisismy way of sharing with youwhen | am
borderline“brain dead.” Other people seem able
to succinctly state great truthswhich | have con-
sidered but never had the right wordsto express.

Andamost anyonecanwritehumor better than
|, sothat givesyouthechancefor achuckleor two.

Consider thisone entitled “ Things My Mother
Taught Me™:

“My mother taught me TO APPRECIATE A
JOB WELL DONE: ‘If you'regoing to kill each
other, doit outside—I just finished cleaning!’

“My mother taught me RELIGION: ‘You'd
better pray that will come out of the carpet.’

“My mother taught me about TIME TRAVEL.:
‘If youdon'tstraightenup, I’mgoingtoknock you
into the middle of next week!’

“My mother taught meabout LOGIC: * Because
| said s, that’swhy.”
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“My mother taught me FORESIGHT: ‘Make
sure you wear clean underwear, in caseyou'rein
an accident.”

“My mother taught me about the science of OS-
MOSIS: ‘ Shut your mouth and eat your supper!’

“My mother taught me about CONTORT-
IONISM: *Will you look at the dirt on the back of
your neck!’

“My mother taught meabout STAMINA: ‘ You'll
sitthere‘til al that spinachisfinished.’

“My mother taught me about WEATHER: ‘It
looksasif atornado swept through your room.’

“My mother taught meabout HY POCRISY: ‘ If
I’vetoldyouonce, I’ vetoldyouamilliontimes—

Sunday drive results in grave

Wegot tochurch Sunday andfound noonethere.
Guess we missed a schedule change. That |eft us
all dressed up with no placeto go, so we cruised
town.

Wedrivearound every day, rushing fromhome
towork to appointments, but seldom havetimeto
look at the flowers. It'samazing how many truly
nice gardens and yards there are around town,
though.

Drivingmoreor lessat random, wewound up at
thecemetery, whereafancy new tombstonecaught
our eye. Theinteresting thing wasthat, for all the
slogans, art work and information that it carried,
it had nooneburied by it. Just afamily that’s pre-
pared.

Many of theresidentshad notimefor suchluxu-
ries before they arrived at the graveyard. Asyou
make your way into the older sections, the num-
ber of young women and children buried in fam-
ily plotsincreasesdramatically. It'sareminder that
lifeiseasy today compared to what people faced
even 50 yearsago, let aloneacentury ago.

Disease, childbirth, infection all took their toll.
People who lived past 60 were old and there
weren't that many who madeit. It makesyou ap-
preciate what we havetoday.

Back inthefar corner, wherethepioneer graves

Rememberi

WASHINGTON — | once figured out how to
speak “Tonto,” the language used by the Lone
Ranger’strusty Indian companion.

Of al thelanguages!’ veevertried, it'stheeasi-
est. Just drop all articles, definite or indefinite.
Forget those“a's’ and “the’s.” Next, drop all use
of theverbtobe: am, is, are, etc. Switchtheobjec-
tive pronoun for the subjective, and always call
your pal “kemo sabe.”

“Get dark soon, kemo sabe,” we hear Tonto de-
clareasthesun setsbehindtherocky hill. “Mestart
fire”

“Him strange man, kemo sabe,” we hear our
shrewd scout surmiselater over coffee.

A friend of minefrom the Carter White House,
thoseother “daysof yesteryear,” oncetold methe
wonderful story of how these trail buddies,
Clayton Mooreand Jay Silverheels, got together.
It'sthe secret of how Moore got to spend the rest
of hislifeinthat skin-tight, two-piecelL oneRanger
costume, complete with black mask, gloves and
matching neck scarf.

The Lone Ranger began on radio in 1941 and
continued therethrough 1954. It cameon at 7:30
p.m. | remember thetimebecausemy parents’ rule
was that my brothersand | had to bein our pgja-
mas and under the covers beforewe could turn it
on.

In 1949, they began|ooking for an actor to play
The Lone Ranger on television. They wanted
someonewithadeepvoiceliketheguy whoplayed
himonradio.

Theway | heard the story, Clayton Moore was
reminded of how difficult it would be playing the
role. After al, hewould bewearing amask al the
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are, someareunmarkedtoday. Oneisguardedonly
by awhitewashed board. Others have old marble
monumentsthat have weathered away with age.

Graves of those killed in the last Indian raid in
1878, the year before the first issue of this news-
paper cameout, wereremarkedwithgranitestones
yearslater. Someof theoriginals, carved from na-
tivestone, areon display.

All through the cemetery, brass markers of the
American Legion and, before that era, the Grand
Army of the Republic, denote those who served.

You could spend days out there, but eventually
wehadtogotolunch.
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A reader sentaclippingfrom Missouri notingthat
thestateHighway Commissionturneddownaplan
by U.S. 36 supportersto have a private company
design and build afour-lane road to close the gap
east of Macon on U.S. 36, opening up an express-
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time. With hiseyesand much of hisface covered,
hewould be unableto show any emotionsor facial
expressions.

“Sohow canyouplay TheLoneRanger?’ came
theclimactic question of theinterview. Thencame
thedeep, sonorous, authoritativevoicenoneof us,
boomer or not, will ever forget.

“1 AM the Lone Ranger.”

Clayton Moore, determined towinthe part, had
been practicing singingscales, listening and check-
ing himself again and again against the recorded
voice of Brace Beemer, the actor who played the
masked man on radio.

Andthat’show hegotit!

I’vealwayslikedthisstory. It' snot about sweat-
ingthelittledetailsof life. It’sabout gettingtheone
big detail right.

Mooreloved being the Lone Ranger. After 169
episodes, he continued being The Lone Ranger at
shopping mall showsandon TV commercials, in-
cluding somefor theTexasRangershasebal | team,
right up until hisdeath on Tuesday, Dec. 28, 1999
at 85.

ChrisMatthews, a nationally syndicated colum-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” on CNBC and MSNBC cable chan-

/tahler@cincypost.com
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don’'t exaggerate! !’

“My mother taught me THE CIRCLE OF LIFE:
‘I brought you into thisworld, and | can take you
out.”

“My mother taught meabout ENVY: ‘ Thereare
millionsof lessfortunatechildreninthisworldwhc
don’'t havewonderful parentslikeyou do!’”

Theseexamplesdon’t soundabitlikemy mother,
(and of coursel never said any of them to my chil-
dren), but | thought they werefunny and might bring
back some memoriesfor some of you.

I'll end today’s column with aword to the wise.
Whenever youthink you haven’t accomplished all
your dreams and that possibly you'll never make
your mark ontheworld, remember thisL atinprov-
erb: “ Greatnessisbut many small littles.”

Doasmall act ortwoof kindnesstoday, andyou' |l
besurprised how fast your effortswill multiply into
something great.

To send a comment or an idea to Lorna use her
email address <lornagt@nwkansas.com>
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way acrossthe state.

That wasno surprise. The* design-build” ideais
so new that you couldn’t expect the stateto say yes
right way. But backers of other highways want to
steal theideaand the commission membersadmit-
ted that theideaisintriguing.

Whatever happens, it’'sonly amatter of timebe-
fore Missouri does close the gap between [-72 in
Illinois and the U.S. 36 expressway, just 54 miles
of two-laneroad. Whenthat happens, Kansasneeds
to beready. At the U.S. 36 Association, we figure
at least adecade, maybe more.

But that’s not long in terms of getting highways
built. Wichitaand Great Bend interests have been
pushingtheir “ Northwest Passage” to1-70 at Hays
for longer than that, and the road is not yet past
Hutchinson.
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Theheat isback for afew days, along with some
killer humidity. But we got areal blessing — two
weeksinAugustwhentheair conditionerscould be
turned off, at least at night. That doesn’t quitemake
up for the heat in July, but it helps.

Andtheforecast isfor cooler weather after mid-
week.

WE' Il see. We hope so, because the kids haveto
start afternoon classes next week.

Ng a great Ranger

nels. The1999editionof“ Hardball” waspublishec
by Touchstone Books.
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