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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:21 p.m.

Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:15 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:19 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 76 degrees
+ Humidity 53 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
* Winds west 17-24
+ Barometer 30.08 inches

and falling
* Record High 103° (1939)
* Record Low 42° (1956)

Last 24 Hours*

High 85°
Low 57°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: increasingly cloudy, 20
percent chance of thunderstorms,
low upper 50s, wind southeast 5-15
Tomorrow: partly sunny, high 80s,
low 55-60.

Extended Forecast
Sunday and Monday: dry, low 60s,
high 80s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.67 bushel
Posted county price — $2.54
Corn — $2.03 bushel
Posted county price — $1.91
Loan deficiency payment — 8¢
Milo — $3.27 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.38 bushel
Posted county price — $8.04
Loan deficiency payment — 65¢
Millet — $3.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $7.90 cw.
Oil new crop — $7.10 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.45
Confection current — no bid
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Stock market
still plunging

NEWY ORK —Thestock mar-
ket hasn’t just been falling since
last Labor Day — it’sbeen plung-
ing, somuchsothat last year’slev-
elssuddenly don’'t seem so bad.

When the Nasdag composite
index accelerated its decline
shortly after Labor Day andlost 10
percent in September, no one
imaginedthemarketwouldstill be
tanking ayear later. And the sell-
ing frenzy, which had been con-
fined to technology, has spread to
the overall market and shows no
sign of fading.

Thursday, theDow Jonesindus-
trial average fell 171.32 to
9,919.58 Thursday, closing below
10,000 for the first time in more
than four months.

Analysts say there's no reason
themarketwon’'tgoevenlower—
not with persisting rounds of cor-
poratelayoffs, profit warningsand
weak economic reports.

First week back ‘smooth’ for schools

ALITVE

Teachers,
students
adjust well

By Reaghan Smith
The Goodland Daily News

Returning to classesthisyear meant
walking into a construction zone for
Goodland high school students and
teachers, but Principal Harvey Swager
said it hasn’t caused many problems.

“Theteachershavebeenvery patient
and have had agreat attitude about the
whole thing,” Swager said. “We all
know it will be very nicewhen itis
done, andthestudentsevenseemtofind
it amusing when they can't find their
teacher and class.”

Hesaid five classroomsupstairsare
being remodel ed into three nice-sized
science labs. The project began last
May after school let out, he said, with
the cleaning and clearing out of the
classrooms. The real work began this
summer.

Swager said theproject isprogress-
ingnicely, withplumbersfromWichita
beginning plumbing work next week.
Theworkershaveagreedtowork from
3 p.m. tomidnight sothey won't inter-
ferewith the school day.

“Theconstructionhasn’tinterrupted
theschool schedule,” Swager said, “ but
it has displaced some of the teachers
and classrooms.”

He said the school has changed the
teacher’s lounge to a classroom, and
cleaned out the drama department’s
prop room to use as a classroom. The
wrestling pit is atemporary class, he
said, aswell asoneof thegirl’slocker
rooms. The band issharing their room
withasocial studiesclass.

Before classes started Tuesday,
Swager said administratorsand teach-
ers were working to find solutions to
problems the construction would
cause, such asanincreasein tardiness
and confusionasfar asclassroomloca
tions.

Miller Construction of Goodland is
heading the project, Swager said, but
hascontracted out for someof thework.
Workers have gone in and taken out
wallstomaketheroomsbigger,andare
doingelectricd rewiringinanticipation
of the new computers going into the
labs.

Inaddition, hesaid, workersarelow-
eringtheceiling, adding air condition-
ing and new heating systems and put-
tingnewtileonthefloor. Inthehallway,
hesaid, they arereplastering thewalls
to givethem afinished look.

The construction is expected to be
completedin 90 days, but thisisjust a
rough estimate, Swager said.
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classwork Wednesday afternoon in her Algebra class. School started

Principal cant recall
a smoother first day

By Reaghan Smith
The Goodland Daily News

“Smooth” isthe word Goodland
principalsareusing todescribehow the
first day of school went Tuesday.

“1 don’t remember afirst day going
as smoothly or on as such agood note
asthisyear,” Jim Mull, Grant Junior
High principal, said.

Thefirst week of school isbusy for
everyone. Teachersarelearning about
their students, students are learning
about classand school proceduresand
parents, along with everyone else, are
settling into anew routine.

At Central Elementary School, Prin-
cipal Sharon Gregory said the first
week includes familiarizing students
with minor procedures — such as
where to put lunch traysin the lunch
room, whereto put papersthat are be-

Man questioned about
train derallment, fire

MULVANE (AP) — A man was
takenintocustody early today for ques-
tioningabout atrainderailmentandfire
that led to evacuation of morethan 100
peoplefromtheir homesinarural area
south of Wichita.

Investigators said someone had put
abackhoe from anearby construction
site on the tracks, causing the derail-
ment just beforemidnight Wednesday.
Rewards totaling $15,000 have been
posted for information in the case.

Sgt. Eric Smith of the Sedgwick
County sheriff’s department said a
Wichita man was taken into custody
about aquarter-milenorth of thederail-
ment sight, between Mulvane and
Derby.

Hesaidthemanownedatruck which
had been left parked at the home of
some people who were among those
who had to evacuate. He said they
called authorities about the truck,
which had two flat tires, and the man
was taken into custody about 2 am.
after hecametothearea

Deputiestook him to the FBI office
in Wichita for further questioning,
Smith said.

More than 100 people were forced
fromtheir homesinthe hoursafter the
threeenadinesand 10exira-lonaflat cars

carrying trailers and cargo containers
stacked two high | eft thetracks.

Black smokehung for several hours
Thursday over the wreckage of the
train, whose cargo included white as-
bestos, sodium hydroxide and com-
pressed nitrogen. Authorities deter-
mined that no hazardous materias es-
caped into the air, however, and resi-
dentswereallowedback intheir homes
Thursday evening.

The Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Railway train was en route from Chi-
cagoto LosAngeleswhenit hit some-
thingonthetracks, said SteveForsberg,
aspokesmanfor therailroadinKansas
City, Mo.

Investigators from the railroad and
theFBI later determined that someone
had moved a backhoe from a nearby
construction sitesometimeafter 10:30
Wednesday night. Thebackhoe' shoom
extended over thetracksand thebucket
rested between therails.

“Thiswasnot anaccident,” saidBill
Seck, a supervisory agent in the FBI
office in Wichita. Another train had
gone over the same track an hour ear-
lier with no problem, he said.

Burlington Northern Santa Fe of-

See DERAILMENT, Page 3

ingturnedinandhowtoasktogotothe
bathroom whilein the classroom.

Steve Raymer, North Elementary
School principal, said teachersarefo-
cusing on improving reading scores
this year and taking different ap-
proachesinorder toencouragestudents
toread.

Librarian MarieEliaswill begiving
each student abank book with abegin-
ning balanceof 100imaginary dollars.
For each schol astic reading book astu-
dent reads, that student will receive
points, in dollar amount, based on the
difficulty of the book. If the student
chooses to take a test on the book the
scorethey get will also beaddedtothe
dollar amount. Thefinal dollar amounts
will be worth incentives at the end of

See FIRST DAY, Page 3

Romelia Fuentes, an eighth grader at Grant Junior High, finished Tuesday and principals say things have been running smoothly.

Photos by Reaghan Smith/The Goodland Daily News
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Victor Regalado, a first grader at

West Elementary School, licked a

popsicle Wednesday in his classroom.

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

ThelL abor Day holiday meanssev-
eral businesses will be closed Mon-
day, including The Goodland Daily
News, but travelers and people will
till haveaccessto placesto eat, shop
andfill their gastanks.

The Daily News office will be
closed andtherewill beno newspaper
printed. Western State, Bankwest and
First National banks will be closed,
alongwiththecity and county offices
and the post office.

Some services available for holiday

High Plains Museum will be
closed Sunday and Monday, aswill
the liquor stores, required by state
law to close.

Gambino's and Ray’s Restaurant
will beclosed, but hungry peoplecan
still enjoy ameal at PizzaHut, which
will be open on the new Cherry Av-
enue, with access on the south side
through Dollar General’sparkinglot.
People can also enjoy meals at
Wendy’s and KFC/Taco Bell on K-
27.

Dollar General will be open on

Cherry Ave., Manager Dean Terry
said, with access to their parking lot
through the south entrance. The store
will beextendingtheir hourswiththe
opening of Cherry Ave. today to 9
am.-8p.m. Monday through Saturday
andwill beopenfrom10a.m.to8p.m.
on Sunday.

ShopperscanvisitWal-Mart during
their usual hourson Monday and can
fill their gas tanks at The Cowboy
Loop, Sinclair and Presto Conve-
nience Store. ALCO and J.C. Penney
will also be openon Main.

Holiday forces city to move session

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

The regularly scheduled city com-
mission meeting on Monday has been
rescheduled for Tuesday at 5 p.m., as
the city offices will be closed for the
Labor Day holiday.

The commission will hear from
DonnaSwager, chairpersonof thebusi-
ness promotions committee, concern-
ing the proposal of the Chamber of
Commerceto rename Cherry Avenue.
A name hasn’'t been suggested. The
commissionershavetalkedinformally

about the possibility of renaming the
avenue, but thiswill bethefirst official
discussion of thisproposal.

In other business:

*Thecommissionwill hear arequest
fromJeffery Harsh, owner of K-Inn, for
apermit to carefor needy animals.

*Grasser Construction, Inc. will re-
quest final payment in the amount of
$4,887 for the paving done at Renner
Airport earlier thisyear.

*Rebecca Downs, director of
Carnegie Arts Center, will request

money from the city to repair water
damagetointerior wallsof the center.

*The commission will appoint two
voting delegatesandtwo alternatedel -
egates for the League of Kansas Mu-
nicipalities Annual Conference. The
delegates chosen will vote on any
changes to be made in the by-laws of
the conference.

«City Manager Ron Pickman will
talk to the commission about the Mu-
nicipal Leadership Academy Ethics
Course, to be held Sept. 14 at Dodge
City.



