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commentary
from other pens...
Europe’ ‘last dictator’
seeks voter approval

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Most Americans are only vaguely aware of the
European nation of Belarusand itsleader, Alexander L ukashenko.

The country isabout the size of Kansas, has a population of 10 mil-
lionand hasborderswith Russia, Ukraine, Poland, Lithuaniaand L atvia.
Belarus, aformer Soviet republic, suffered terribly during World War
I1, losing 3 million people, about 30 percent of its population.

The situation in Belarus today evokes memories of 12 months ago
whenthen-Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic held el ectionsand
triedtomanipul atetheoutcomeinhisfavor. Hewasdeposedinapopul ar
uprising three weeks | ater, leaving but one authoritarian remaining in
Europe: L ukashenko.

Thisweek, Lukashenko ostensibly is putting his seven-year ruleon
theline by convening presidential elections. But few believethemain
opposition candidate, Vladimir Goncharik, atrade union leader, has
much chance of winning.

Nonetheless, history demonstrates that when elections are held by
authoritarians, there can be unexpected consequences regardless of
whether the balloting isfreeand fair.

An example is Milosevic. His election gamble having failed,
Milosevic has been sent off to The Hague, Netherlands, and isawait-
ingtrial onwar crimes chargesbeforeaU.N. tribunal.

Theunraveling of the Soviet Union adecade ago was preceded by a
partial democratic opening. And Philippines President Ferdinand
Marcosfell victim to a“ people’s power” revolution when hetried to
validate his strongman rulein the mid-1980s through the ball ot box.

A year ago, the United States helped Milosevic's opposition with
somesuccessandistryingtodothesamefor L ukashenko’ sopponents.

Theadministrationisspending about $9 million on get-out-the-vote
activitiesand on support for non-governmental organizations, includ-
ing labor unions, that are activeinthe run-up to the elections.

TheEuropean Union, Belgium, Sweden, Britain and Franceareen-
gaged. All refrainfrom activitieswhich support aparticul ar candidate.

L ukashenkowasel ectedin 1994 but declined to step downwhen his
termexpiredin1999. Heignored effortsby theconstitutional court and
theelectoral commission to thwart hisbid for asecond term.

The United States referred to him as* president” until 1999. Since
then, he has been referred to as “Mr.” because he remained in office
beyond the five-year deadline.

The U.S. position against Lukashenko hardened in July when two
former members of the Belarus secret police came to Washington and
told U.S. official sabout an alleged government-run death squad.

The agents, both defectors, blamed the unit for the deaths of about
30 Belorussians, including four opposition leaders. The State Depart-
ment saysit takes seriously the allegations of the defectors.

Electionday inBelarusisSunday but therulesallow for fivedaysof
“early voting” for those who have acompelling reason to cast ballots
ahead of time. U.S. officials say there are no assurances these ballots
won’t betampered with overnight. The early voting started Tuesday.

TheBush administration says L ukashenko has stacked the el ectoral
council with peopleloyal to him and that he “regularly obstructs and
impedes’ theelectoral process. Ontwo occasionslast month, authori-
ties confiscated special editions of opposition newspapers, drawing
State Department criticism.

Belarus foreign minister, Mikhail Khvostov, accused the United
Statesof “ crudeanddirectinterferenceintheinternal affairsof Belarus.

““Wehaveagain confirmed our readinessto conduct open, fair, trans-
parent and democratic elections,” hesaid.

If that happens, it would be a turnabout for the man regarded as
Europe’slast dictator.

EDITOR SNOTE — George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Presssince 1968.
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Man must eventually confront his past

“Werely upon the good will of our fellow man
and the forbearance of reptiles.” The notorious
English Bob.

William Munny is a character in the movie
“Unforgiven,” a Clint Eastwood western. | con-
sider him heroic for how he acknowledges his
imperfections, how hechanges, and sadly how he
deal swith the reemergence of hispast.

How would our current society judgehimtoday
if hewasalive?

Inhisworld, everyonehasagood, bad and ugly
side. Hisworld undoesforgivenessfor afistful of
dollars, or afew dollarsmore.

Hehadtwovery different lives. Inthefirst Wil-
liam Munny was avicious, vile man, who made
hismoney by stealing and senselesdy killingmen,
women, children, and animals. Hewasquoted as
saying, “I’vekilled just about everything that
walked or crawled at onetime or another.”

Hewas addicted to the demon whiskey, which
encouraged his despicablelife. According to the
icodei in hisfirst world, he actually was more
isuccessfuli when hewas drunk. Hewas akiller
and hewasgood at it becausetheal cohol deadened
hisnervesand hismemory.

In his second life Munny was an inept Eastern
Kansas pig farmer. He was a widower with two
young children. Long-retired from hisfirst life
after marriage, his legendary, violent reputation
relentlessly trailed himlikeasheriffispossetrack-
ing the outlaw JosieWales.

In his past, whiskey drinking encouraged his
gunplay, but through the taming influence of his
wife Claudia, he gave up his wicked ways.
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Throughout his second life, he habitually said, “|
ain't like that anymore.” He admitted he had fre-
guent nightmaresabout hisold ways. Claudiaand
Munny weremarriedfor 11 years, beforeshedied
of pneumonia.

When an opportunity appearsthat would allow
Munny to make somequick cashto save hisfarm,
hebattlesthedemonsof hisfirstlife. Hefelt Claudia
forgave him of his past, and judged him on his
present. He felt she was looking down on him. If
he opened the door to hisfirst life, would the de-
mons engulf and damn him again?

He decided the money was needed to take care
of his most important responsibility, his kids.
Munny hadforgottenall hisformer skillsasakiller.
Hehadn't fired agun at aman or touched al cohol
for over 10years. But despitehiseffortstoremain
trueto hiswife'swishes, Munny found it increas-
ingly difficult to avoid being “likethat” asevents
pushed the door to hisfirst life open.

Munny evenrecruitshisold partner Ned for his
last mission. Alongtheway, Munny remorsefully
obsessed over hisviolent past. Hesaid, “ Just cause
we're goin’ on thiskilling, that don’t mean I’'m
gonnago back to bein’ theway | was. | just need
themoney, get anew start for themyoungsters...”.

During this last mission, after being beaten al-
most to death, Munny admitsheisscared of dying

and sometimesseestheangel of death aroundhim.
When Ned is killed, mutilated, and put on public
display, this strikes the match that burns the door
of Munny’soldlifecompletely down.

Nobody is 100 percent pure or 100 percent evil.
Munny tries desperately to stay reformed, Can
Munny be defined by just one of hislives?

Lawsdidnot defineK ansasinthe1880s. Survival
did. It'sonly in the final confrontation of hislast
imissioni we get to see aglimpse of what William
Munny of thefirstlife, really might havebeenlike.
But now duetoforgivenessof hiswife, Will under-
standsthepreciousnessof life. Heisquoted assay-
ing, “It'sahell of athing, killin’ aman. You take
away al he'sgot an’ al he’'sever gonnahave!..we
all haveit comin.”

Thelast mission endswith Munny using hisold
skillsto another bad end. Hefollowshisown code
of payback, by avenging thedeath of hisfriend. He
conformstotheiol di personaof WilliamMunny the
Feared and the unforgiven, not the inewi William
Munny the forgiven Father. He does not forgive
thosewho took thelife of hisfriend.

WilliamMunny’slifeisdisturbing becauseit asks
us: “Areweany better?” Thoughwenever seeher,
Claudiaforgave Will, and transformed his life. It
seemsimpossibletoloseone’ spast, whether it was
good or bad. In that sense, we are all like William
Munny, andall of usareunforgiven. Wecan'tavoid
being defined and judged by what we have al ready
done.

Munny isnable because hedoesn’t run from his
past. Heknowsall along heisguilty, and admitsit
again and again. | wonder if he found forgiveness
again, or if hewould today?

The new economy

Everythinginlifeisatrade-off. Weusedtohave
small owner/operator retail storeswhereweprob-
ably paidtopdollar most of thetimeanddidn’thave
ahuge selection. Now we have the big box chain
storesthat havealittlebit of everything, and all of
itat thebest possibleprices. Thesmall storedidn’t
haveso much stuff, butitalsodidn’t havesomany
customers, soyou becamemoreimportant onaper
capitabasis.

Youwon't find that in abig box store. Therea
sonit hasathousandtoil etsisbecauseit has 10,000
customers. You and your needs are somewhat
dwarfed by the marketing strategy. It'slikebeing
in ahuge demacracy. Every vote counts, but not
so much. Yes, they have the best prices, but the
quality of adviceyouget fromthehigh school stu-
dent who has seven other customerswaiting may
besomewhat |essuseful thanwhat you used to get
from the store owner who saw his future closely
linked to your satisfaction. We formerly paid top
dollar for theexact product weneeded; now wepay
bargain prices for the wrong thing. I’'m alittle
embarrassed by the number of big box items|’ve
purchased that don’t do thejob | bought them for.
But, hey, look at all themoney | saved.

THE PET PEEVE

Most people like pets — and who can blame
them?A livingthingthat acceptsyoufor what you
areand doesn’t have the ability to speak isagod-
send to any middle-aged man. But before you
choose a pet, you really need to do some serious
self-evaluation. You don’t have the patience or
tolerancetointroduceanentirely newlifeforminto
your world. What you really wantisapet that is,
in many ways, just like you.

Don'tassumeapetisgoingto changeyou. If you
don’'t go on long walks now, a pet is not going to

where to write

red
green

'® north of forty

changethat. You'll just have avery unhappy dog
and areally big messin thekitchen. Soinstead of
picking apet by itslooksor therecommendations
of friends, do an honest eval uation of yourself asa
human being — your eating habits, your sleeping
patterns, your variouspersonality disorders—and
then hand that description to the manager of your
local pet store. He or she will have a pet sugges-
tion that will save you alot of time and aggrava-
tion. And whatever is suggested, try not to takeit
personally. Evenif it'saplant. Evenif it'sacac-
tus.
STRONG ENOUGH TO SAY NO

As any experienced cardiologist will tell you,
there are several opportunities for a show of
strength in aman’'slife. You need to be aware of
these and avoid them at all costs:

— Movingahide-a-bed sofaupaflight of stairs.

— Pushing your own car out of somewherethat
you put it.

— Liftingasize 20 bride over asize 12 thresh-
old.

— Carrying alarge mortgage with asmall in-
come.

— Liftingyour head after your wifehasrealized
that it'syour fault.

— Carrying the conversation as your boss
strugglesto remember your name.

— Elevating the family name after everything
you'vedone.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510. (202)

224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.

(202) 224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

(202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612. (785)

296-7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 128-S, Topeka, KS 66612. (785) 296-

7399

Kansas Attorney General Carla J. Stovall, 301 SW. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS
66612-1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767

THE FREEDOM OFA LESSCONSUMING
LOVE
When you’ ve been married to the same persor
for along time, there’'s a great liberation that car
comeonly after yearsof passionatelove. I’ mtalk-
ing about alevel of satisfaction where the othel
person wantsto bewith youforever, but not all the
time. I’'m talking about “Yes, | loveyou, but let'
giveitarest.” That’swhat golf, fishing and pokel
are all about. They're no fun if guilt isinvolved
That’sthebeauty of alongmarriage. It removesthe
guilt. Not only doesyour wifenot mindyour spend-
ing time on your own, sheinsistson it. She want:
youto comehome. But first you havetoleave. It's
the closest to heaven most of uswill ever get.

QUOTE OFTHEDAY: “Smilingisnever com-
pletely wrong.” - Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand ir
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALove Sory.”
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