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|_otta melon

Leslie Watkins showed off a 7 1/2 pound cantelope he grew at his
home at 403 Cherry in Goodland.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

New Cherry Avenue
IS vast Improvement

BUSINESS, from Page 1

ess suffered.

“Thecontractorsdidagoodjob,” he
said, “and the street looks nice.”

He estimated that Grass Roots lost
$50,000 in sales, and that money is
gone. The people are starting to come
back, hesaid, but theimprovement will
not show upinthebank for sometime.

“1 had to drive 4.2 miles out of my
way to get here,” Miller said. “The
people who designed and engineered
this project have tunnel vision.

“When you completely shut off a
business, thereis something wrong.”

Millerisgladtheavenueisopenand
said that it is definitely an improve-
ment for the city but that it won’t ben-
efit hisbusiness.

Theproject movedthestreet farther
from his business, he said, and added
aparking lot that the business did not
really need.

“A customer commentedthat having
the new street is a dream come true,”
Miller said, “but | feel that somebody’s
dream can be our nightmare.”

Experts offer advice on bite

TOPEKA (AP) — The best way to
keep poisonous snakes out of your
home, one expert said, is not to give
them areason to comein.

“You haveto makeit unattractiveto
snakes,” CharlesLee, awildlifeexpert
with the Kansas State University Ex-
tension Office, said Tuesday, aday af -
ter a 2-year-old boy was bitten by a
small rattlesnake whileplayingin his
basement.

“You try to exclude the thi ngs that
snakes find necessary to live,” Lee

V\/yandotte judge resolves his discipli

TOPEKA (AP) — A Wyandotte
County district judgewho faced sanc-
tions because he allowed an adminis-
trative assistant to work as a Kansas
Turnpike toll-taker has resolved his
disciplinary case.

Judge GeorgeA. Groneman andthe
state CommissiononJudicial Qualifi-
cations agreed to a settlement under
which the state Supreme Court would
publicly censure the judge. He also
would write a letter apologizing to
other district judges and urge them to
follow personnel rules.

He also would repay $1,048, the
amount acomplaint said hisadminis-
trative assistant earned from her court
jobwhileshewasworkingfor theKan-
sas Turnpike Authority.

The settlement will go to the Su-
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Those measures, he said, might in-
cludeeliminating prey suchasrodents
andinsectsfromthepremises, remov-
ing protectiveliving spaceslikerocks
andboggy areasfromtheyardand seal-
ing cracks and openingsin the house.

Officials have not said how the 8-
inchrattlesnakethat bit Cody Atchison
onMonday morninggotintohishome
near Burlingame, about 25 miles
southwest of Topeka.

Cody wasdtill infair condition Tues-
day at Stormont-Vail Regional Medi-
cal Center in Topeka.

preme Court, which makes the final
decisioninany caseinvolving allega-
tions of misconduct by judges and at-
torneys. Thejusticeshavethepowerto
remove ajudge from the bench.
Groneman was accused of signing
pay slipsthat said Debra Jean Massey
worked at the courthouse during the
hours shewasworking asatoll-taker.
Massey was fired in February after
aWyandotte County jury convicted her
of five misdemeanor counts each of
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Avenuevisionfinally materializes

CHERRY, from Page 1

decide what to do about it.

Oneof thosearoseinlate 1969 when
a committee was formed by then
Mayor Les Carlton to come up with a
plan and do a study to determine the
feasibility of a project to straighten
Cherry, building a new entrance to
Goodland.

Theprojectwasonly supposedtobe
for anew entrance, Royal Reid, amem-
ber of thecommitteesaid, but thecom-
mittee also suggested a baseball dia-

mond west of thenew street and apic-
nic area.

ThecommitteeworkedwithMcKee
Associates, an engineering firm from
Colby, Reid said, to come up with a
plantostraightenthestreet andtosolve
drainage problem. The city commis-
sion voted against the plan 3-2, Reid
said, citing the expense.

Theproject finally took shapeafew
years ago when the city commission
decidedit wastimetoremovethewye,
and construction began earlier this

The road closings that frustrated
business owners on Cherry began in
July at the same time as the railroad
viaduct on K-27 on the west side of
Goodland was closed for improve-
ments. New approach slabs were in-
stalled to smooth the transition from
thehighway totheviaduct, DonnaBin-
ning, construction engineer for the
KansasDepartment of Transportation
said, andtheviaduct wasrepaved. The
viaduct opened at 6 am. Thursday.

The old wye was removed from
Cherry and anew section of theavenue

wasbuilt connecting BusinessU.S. 24
to17th Street, providing amoredirect
route to downtown Goodland.

Pioneer Park isplannedfor next year
as a separate project to landscape the
areaaroundthenew entrance. Thepark
will include ahike and bike trail, twc
ponds, a stream, afountain, a picnic
shelter, lights, trees, fences and ¢
bridge.

A giant replica of aVincent van
Gogh painting was put up next to
Cherry inJune, east of the park. Land-
scaping will cover that areaaswell.

Employee looks forward to new tasks

COUNTY, from Page 1

job description for the public works
post.

Way saidthelandfill should openin
October, four yearsafter theold county
landfill was closed by the state.

Way said hehopeshecan handlethe
responsibility andfeelshehaslearned
quitealot inthe past four yearsasthe
road and bridge supervisor.

The commissioners also agreed to

the purchase of two new track |oaders
for the landfill and transfer station.
Way said the cost would be $170,774
each from Martin Tractor of Colby.
“Wewill begettingthefencing ready
thisweek andthecontractor istocome
Monday to begin setting it up,” Way
said. “ Theelectrical ismapped out for
thepoles, butthey arenotinyet. Weare
getting closer, and there are afew mi-
nor thingsthat remainto becompleted
beforewecan actually beginusingthe

landfill.”

BonnieSelby, county attorney, met
withthecommissionersabout theup-
coming property tax sale. Shesaidthe
number of parcelsin the sale has
dropped because people have been
coming in and paying their back
taxes. She said the total is down to
about 150. Sheaskedif sheshould get
rebidsfrom the auctioneersbased on
thelower number of parcels, and the
commissioners agreed.

Selby and the commissioners dis-
cussed having the county bid in some
of the propertiesto prevent them from
going back to the landowners, and
from continuingtol et thetaxesgo de-
linquent.

Themeetingadjournedat 11:35a.m.
Thenext regular meetingwill be8a.m.
on Tuesday inthecommissioner room
on the main floor of the Sherman
County courthouse, Eighth Street and
Broadway Avenue.

Bush entertains at his first state visit of term

BUSH, from Page 1

whether an agreement would be
reached “whether before or after” the
timetable outlined by Fox. “We have
been working very diligently and
would expect our diligent work to con-
tinue.”

Ashcroft, who had conferred at the
White House with his Mexican coun-
terpart, refused to say whether Fox’s
morning commentswerethefirsttime
hehad heard of theM exicantimetable.

““We can and must reach an agree-
ment,” Fox said in remarks delivered
after an elaborate ceremony that fea-
turedfull military honorsanda21-gun
salute.

Bush, a former Texas governor,
made the point that relations with
Mexico arevital to thetwo countries.

“Mexicowasthefirst country | vis-
ited aspresident. Today, itismy privi-
legetowelcome President Fox for the
first statevisit of my administration,”
Bush said.

“Thisisarecognitionthat theUnited
Stateshasno moreimportant relation-
shipintheworldthantheonewehave
with Mexico,’’ Bush said. ‘* Good

neighbors work together and benefit
from each other’s successes.”

Administration officials have not
talked about timetablesfor reachingan
agreement.

On Monday, Fox said he believes
fourtosix yearswouldbeareasonable
time frame for reaching a migration
agreement with the United States.
Bush said on Tuesday he hopes an
agreement can come sooner.

Bush’stermendsin 2005and Fox's
in 2006.

Secretary of State ColinPowell said
Tuesday substantial progresshad been
madetoward agreement on principles
and that the two sideswere beginning
towork on specifics.

Bush praised Fox as a‘*Mexican
patriot with agreat vision for a great
people, avision of justiceand prosper-
ity.

Your electionsignal edanew birth of
freedom for Mexico and set an ex-
amplefor thewholeworld.”

After their remarks, Bush met with
Fox at the White House along with
aides. After a State Department lun-
cheon with Secretary of State Colin
Powell serving as host, and meetings

with captainsof international finance,
Fox will beBush’sguest at astatedin-
ner inthe evening.

In comments to reporters on Tues-
day, Bush said a sound U.S. foreign
policy startswith Mexico.

“My foreignpolicy beginswiththis
simple proposition, but a profound
one: The best foreign policy means
you' ve got to have a good neighbor-
hood, starts with your own neighbor-
hood,” hesaid.

Fox’spopularity in Mexico, though
till high, hasbeenleveling off because
of adeclining economy andfew victo-
riesto show for hisnine monthsin of -
fice.

Bush seemed determined not to let
Fox go homewith nothing to show for
his 62-hour Washington visit.

““We' re going to sign a document,
there' |l beastatement, therewill beall
kindsof different subjectsthat will be
covered. ... He(Fox) will beabletogo
back and tout a unique relationship,”
Bush said.

Atanother point, hesaid: “I will tell
you that (Wednesday), you are going
to seethe maturation of arelationship
that isthe most cooperative of any re-

|ationshi p between governmentsinthe
United States and Mexico in our his-
tory.”

Both sides favor a change of status
for the estimated 3 million Mexican
immigrants in the United States and
also new policies that would allow
largenumbersof Mexicansto migrate
legally to the United States astempo-
rary workers.

Thetwo countries have been work-
ing for months on establishing prin-
ciplesfor anew systembut haveyet to
discuss in aformal way how many
M exicanswould benefit, among other
details.

Many in Congress are forcefully
opposedtoleniency toward Mexicans
who arrived illegally in the United
States.

OnesuchcriticisSen. Phil Gramm,
R-Texas, who announced Tuesday he
will not beacandidatefor re-election.
Gramm has said he would consent to
legalizingundocumented aliens* over
my dead political body.”

Fox will have a chanceto persuade
U.S. lawmakersof theneedfor change
when he addresses a joint meeting of
Congresson Thursday.

Newspaper celebrates 100th birthday this week

WELLINGTON (AP) — The
Wellington Daily Newsiscelebrating
its 100th birthday thisweek.

When Harry L. Woods established
the newspaper on Labor Day, Sept. 2,
1901, all typewasset by hand and five

theft and presenting afalse claim.
Gronemanhimself waschargedwith
presentingafalseclaimand conspiring
topresent afalseclaim, both felonies.
However, another Wyandotte County
jury acquitted himinApril.
Testimony during Groneman’s
criminal trial showed that Massey | eft
the courthouse early or arrived late at
least 41 times over 13 months so she
could cover ashift for theturnpikeau-

carriersdelivered thefledgling news-
paper.

Today, the newspaper is digitally
produced through computers, digital
cameras, scanners and the Internet.
News from The Associated Pressis

inary case

thority. On at least 29 of those days,
Massey waspaidfor both her turnpike
and courthouse jobs.

During his testimony, Groneman
said heallowed Massey to leavework
on afternoons after court work was
completed. Heacknowledged hemade
amistakeinsigningthepay slipswith-
out asking Massey tousevacationtime
for the hours she was not at the court-
house.

capturedviaatelephonedial-inservice
and theInternet.

Woods, aformer attorney, was the
first of five publishers for The Daily
News.

When he established it, Wellington
was 30 years old and had already had
10newspapers—all of whicheventu-

ally ceased publication.

Ownership of the newspaper
passed to JohnW. Berkebilein 1947;
to Stewart and Margaret Newlin in
1953; to Jack and Jeanne Mitchell in
1965, and to Liberty Group Publish-
ing— anationwidechain of newspa-
pers—in 1998.
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