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Controversy threatens conference against racism

ap news capsules

By Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

DURBAN, South Africa (AP) —
TheEuropeanUnionhasset adeadline
today for making progressinitseffort
to remove anti-lsrael language from
theworld conferenceagainst racism’s
proposed declaration.

Controversy over efforts to con-
demnlsrael forits“racist policies’ has
threatened the success of the confer-
ence, which was meant to highlight
discrimination around theworld. The
United States and Israel left Monday
after effortstofindacompromisewith
Arab statesfailed.

Several delegations, anxiousto sal-
vagethemeeting, worked Wednesday
to come up with new languagefor the
declaration.

A group of South Africansand Bel-
gians — representing the European
Union — as well as delegates from
Norway, NamibiaandthePalestinians,
workedthroughthenight Tuesday and
hoped to have a compromise draft
ready by Wednesday evening, a Bel-
gian spokesman said.

SKOPJE, Macedonia(AP)—A cru-
cial debateon Macedonia' speacepro-
cessdraggedintotoday withmembers
of the largest party making increas-
ingly defiant speechesagainst a\West-
ern-crafted deal.

But withintenseinternational pres-
sureonthelawmakers, therewerehigh
expectations the agreement granting
minority ethnicAlbaniansmorerights
would be move forward.

The vote — to approve the frame-
work for constitutional changes— is
just thefirst step by parliament and an
important gesture to keep momentum
on effortsto end the six-month old in-
surgency by ethnic Albanian rebels
demanding greater rights.

Approval will clear the way for
NATO to resume collecting weapons
voluntarily handed over by therebels,
and push parliament to the next phase
of debating specific constitutional
changesin the step-by-step process.

A rejection of the agreement would
throw thewhol e peace deal into ques-
tion. Therebels, known astheNational
Liberation Army, are unlikely to con-
tinuedisarmingif theMacedonianside

doesnot adheretoitspromisesof con-
stitutional changes.
NATIONAL

WEST GLACIER, Mont. (AP) —
Firefighters battling a 58,000-acre
blaze on the western edge of Glacier
National Park finally got some good
news: aforecast for rain and cooler
temperatures.

Hot, dry weather and wind, com-
bined with the steep land and dense
woods, have hindered efforts to fight
the lightning-sparked fire that ex-
panded into the park last week.

Morethan1,000firefighterswereon
the line Tuesday and the air attack re-
sumed, a day after dangerous wind
sidelined both.

“Things are looking pretty good,”
incident commander Larry Humphrey
said.

Cooler temperatures were forecast
fortoday and Thursday, and firemeteo-
rologist Chuck Redman saidtherewas
astrong chanceof raintoday, asmuch
asaquarter inch.

The fire remained outside the park
until Friday, whenit doubled and made
arunacross Glacier’ swestern bound-
ary.Asof Tuesday, official ssaid about
14,000 acreswithinthe1 million-acre
park had burned.

According to the National Inter-
agency FireCenter, therewere18large
fires burning on more than 171,800
acres in the West on Tuesday. About
half that acreage wasin Montana.

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) —
TheUkrainianimmigrant who sparked
anationwide manhunt after allegedly
killing hispregnant wifeandfiveother
relatives has been charged with seven
counts of first-degree murder.

Nikolay Soltys, 27, kept his head
down Tuesday as Judge Patrick Mar-
letteread the charges. He didn't enter
aplea

Oneof the countswasfor thefetus.
Lyubov Soltyswasthree-monthspreg-
nant when shewaskilled. District At-
torney Jan Scully said shecouldfilethe
chargeaslong asthefetuswasat | east
7 weeks.

“Baby Soltysisthe seventh victim.

It'sappropriate that he be charged for
al victims,” Scully said.

Soltyswasarrested Thursday while
hiding in hismother’sback yard.

Soltys’ attorney, Tommy Clinken-
beard, said he was investigating his
client’sbackground, studying Soltys’
mental state and was“keeping all our
optionsopen.”

Hesaidhewasconsideringaninsan-
ity pleaor asking the court to suppress
any confession Soltys made to inves-
tigatorsbecause hedid not have an at-
torney present during police inter-
views.

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — The
Mormon church has agreed to pay $3
millionto an Oregon manwho claims
thechurch didtoolittleto protect him
from sexual abuse by apedophile.

Despite the settlement announced
Tuesday, church attorney Von K eetch
said the denomination’s officials are
not accepting any blamefor theabuse.
He said the payment was simply
cheaper than pursuingthecaseincourt.

Jeremiah Scott, 22, sued TheChurch
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
after afellow churchmember wascon-
victed of repeatedly sexually abusing
himinPortland, Ore., whenhewas11.

The suit claimed Gregory Lee Fos-
ter, then abishop of the church, knew
Franklin Richard Curtis had ahistory
of sexually abusing children dating
back to the 1970s, but did not warn
Scott’s mother before she allowed
Curtis to move into their home. The
case was scheduled to go to trial this
fall.

Curtis,whowas87 at thetimeof the
abuse, was arrested and convicted of
first-degree sex abuse and given pro-
bationin 1994. He died in 1995.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON (AP) — The pace
of Republicanretirementsisquicken-
ing 14 months beforethe 2002 Senate
elections, with Sen. Phil Gramm of
Texas the |latest to announce plans to
|leaveandtheparty anxiously awaiting
word from Tennessee Sen. Fred Th-
ompson on hispolitical future.

Howeverlongitlasts, Democratsare

plainly enjoying the exodus

“The Republican caucusis on the
defensive,” Sen. Patty Murray, head of
the Democratic campai gn committee,
claimed Tuesday, shortly after Gramm
became the third Republican to an-
nounce retirement plansfor 2002.

By contrast, shesaid, “ each and ev-
ery oneof our Democraticincumbents
continuetowork diligently towardre-
election.”

Republicans quickly countered
therewaslittle for Democratsto brag
about in Gramm'’s decision to step
down in Texas, a state that has not
elected a Democrat to the Senate in
morethan adozen years.

An aide said Tuesday that Thomp-
sonhasnot yet madeup hismind about
running again.

Gramm stepped tothe microphones
to announce the end of his political
career less than two weeks after Sen.
Jesse Helms of North Carolina con-
firmed hisretirement plans. Sen. Strom
Thurmond of South Carolina, 98, isthe
third GOPretiree.

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Bush saysthereisamplemoney to pay
for extraspendingfor defenseand edu-
cation, despitenonpartisan projections
that the surplus has shrunk and Social
Security funds are being eroded.

Mitchell Daniels, Bush’s budget
chief, wasset today tobecomethefirst
administration official questioned di-
rectly by Congress about the nation’s
deteriorating fiscal and economic
health since updated budget estimates
wererel eased |ast month. Daniel swas
to appear before the House Budget
Committee.

Senate Mgjority Leader Tom Das-
chle, D-S.D., emerged from aprivate
meeting with Bush on Tuesday saying
the president had reiterated his prom-
isetonot touch Socia Security money.
Butstill, DaschlesaiditwasBush'sjob
to show how he could do that while
financing hispriorities.

Bush sounded combative before
meeting separately with Daschle and
SenateMinority Leader Trent Lott, R-
Miss. Bush also opened the door to a
future cut in the capital gainstax.

WASHINGTON (AP) — TheBush
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administrationisdefending its policy
onembryonicstemcell researchbefore
Congressinthefaceof criticswho say
thelimitsonfederal fundingwill hold
back promising research.

Thesession beforeaSenatecommit-
teetoday offeredthefirst publicdebate
on President Bush’scompromiseover
research that usesstem cellsextracted
from human embryos.

Bush allowed taxpayer funding for
the research, but only for the 64 stem
cell lines, or colonies, that had been
created by Aug. 9, when heannounced
hisdecision.

Since then, research backers have

questionedwhether all 64 of thosestem
cell linesare actually usableto scien-
tists,andwhether legal issueswill pre-
vent scientists from moving ahead.

Still, Bush appearsto have satisfied
enough peopleto keep Congressfrom
acting, though someresearch support-
ers have said they will try to lift the
restrictions.

“President Bush has opened the
door. The question is whether he’s
opened it far enough,” said Sen. Ed-
ward K ennedy, chairman of the Senate
Health, Education, L abor and Pensions
Committee, whichwasconsideringthe
issuetoday.

Oz developers repay
portion of grants

KANSASCITY, Kan. (AP)— One
side called it a*“misunderstanding.”
The other used much harsher words.

Whatever thetruenatureof thefight
over money that erupted between Oz
Entertainment Co. and the Unified
Government of KansasCity, Kan., and
Wyandotte County, it cameto an end
onTuesday intheinstant it took for Oz
towire$150,000intothe Unified Gov-
ern-ment’s account.

With thetransfer, repaying some of
the grants Oz received in the early
1990s, comes an official end to the
company’s flirtation with building a
theme park in western Wyandotte
county.

Oz previously had presented a
$150,000 check, but when Unified
Government officials tried to deposit
it, they learned that Oz had stopped
payment.

“1"'m glad (Oz) honored their com-
mitment,” Unified Government
Mayor Carol Marinovichsaid Tuesday
night. “1 thought what they did wasn’t
right. And obviously they decided
what they did wasn't right either and
wanted to fulfill their obligation.”

Officials with the Unified Govern-
ment and the Board of Public Utilities
said they were satisfied.

“From the Unified Government’s

perspective, thebook on Ozisclosed,”
spokesman DonDenny said, and BPU
board President John Pettey called the
agreement a“win-win” situation.

Oz now wantstolocatean $861 mil-
lionthemepark andresort at theformer
Sunflower Army Ammunition plant
near De Soto in neighboring Johnson
County.

But Johnson County Commissioner
DougWood—who had been oneof the
company’s staunchest supporters be-
forethegrant flap erupted— remainec
skeptical.

“Oz is going to have to do more to
regain the trust of Johnson County,”
Wood said Tuesday. “ They need John-
son County, and wedon’t needthem.”

Last month, The Kansas City Star
reported on Oz’ sdecisionto stop pay-
ment on its check, even as company
officials were saying Oz had repaid
Wyandotte County for grantsreceived
inthe early 1990s.

Oz official s said the company stop-
ped payment becausethe Unified Gov-
ernment had not cashed the check and
because legal questions had been
raised about whether thecompany had
to repay the money.

Atissuewas$550,000— including
the $150,000 — that Wyandotte
County governmentsgave Oz.
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