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Saints and sinners: Psychic predictions generally off-base

At thebeginning of thenew millennium, one
of the supermarket tabloids asked an interna-
tional panel of psychicsto predict the course of
world eventsin the year 2000.

| clippedthestory inorder to check theaccu-
racy of their forecasts.

A seer from Indiasaid“ A visitor from outer
spacewill bewel comed by the president tothe
White House.” Wrong.

A Brazilianpsychicpredictedthat“anew safe
cigarettewill bedevel oped by amajor U.S. to-
bacco company using flavored, dried herbs. By
2001, tobacco-filled cigarettes will be athing
of the past.” Wrong.

A leading Mexican psychic, who is said to
have predicted the Waco disaster, announced
that there would be a new pope — a German
cardinal — by the end of 2000. Wrong.

“A curefor Alzheimer’ swill befound before

Christmasof theyear 2000,” predicted an Ital-
ian psychic. Another crystal ball that needed
dusting.

What happened?Well, nobody’s perfect.

Ononeaoccasionin1950, accordingtoLewis
Drummond’s new book “The Evangelist” (W
Publishing, 2001), Billy Graham said that
Christ would return to Earth within two years.

This doesn’t mean these distinguished men
were not good psychics. Psychics do other
things besidesforecast the future.

Edgar Cayce (pronounced“ Casey”) saidwe
all havepsychicpowersthat allow ustotap hid-
denwisdom.

Cayce's own psychic powersincluded the
ability to diagnose illnesses and to prescribe
treatmentsfor patientshe never saw.

Healsogave“lifereadings’ for peoplewhile
in atrance. He told them of past incidents not
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only intheir present life, but in their previous
livesaswell. Heisresponsiblefor the modern
interest in reincarnation.

CaycewasbornonaKentucky farmin1877.
Hewastheonly soninachurchgoingfamily of
fivechildren.

His psychic powers were accidentally dis-
covered when hewas 24. He caught acold and
suddenly lost hisvoice. After ayear of medical
treatment, he could till talk only in arasping

whisper.

Alocal hypnotist volunteered hisservicesand
Cayceaccepted. Whileinahypnotictrance, he
diagnosed hisown ailment and prescribed the
treatment for it.

Caycewassoonbesieged by sick peoplewho
wanted to try hisdiagnostic and curativetreat-
ments.

Recipients were often hundreds of miles
away. They merely mailed their inquiries to
Caycewho, twiceaday, wouldliedown onthe
couch, loosen histieand shoel aces, andgointo
aself-induced trance. Hiswifewould read the
patients’ |etterstohim, and hissecretary would
take down Cayce'sremarks.

Jess Stearn, in his best-selling biography of
Caycetitled “ The Sleeping Prophet” (Bantam
Books, 1990), writes, “| talked with a doctor
fromHarvard Medical School whocheckedon

what Cayce hadto say. Hisfeelingwasthat the
man was about 95-percent right in his diag-
noses.”

Somepsychicsclaimtobeabletoputtheliv-
ing in touch with those who have died and are
now living in the great beyond.

Onhisdeathbedin 1926, themagicianHarry
Houdini told hiswifethat hewouldtry togetin
touch with her from the other world.

Every year for 10 years, on the anniversary
of hisdeath, Rosabellewould sit before apor-
trait of him and listen for his words — which
never came.

Houdini had been unsuccessful in asimilar
experiment after hismother diedin 1913.

He went to a medium who claimed to have
contacted his mother. But the disembodieg
voice spoke with an Oxford accent. The only
language hismother spokewasYiddish.

Christian coffeehouses in America provide more than a cup of Joe

By Jerome Minerva
Associated Press Writer

EAST NORTHPORT, N.Y. —
Henry Sanchez wasreluctant torestart
hissocial lifeafter hiswifeof 27 years,
Barbara, died from breast cancer last
December.

His attitude changed after he found
Samantha’'s “Li’l Bit of Heaven,” a
boutique-turned-Christian coffee-
house on Long Island. A warm hello
from the proprieter, Samantha Tetro,
andasupportiveenvironment hasmade
him aregular on Friday nights.

“1 got thisgreat big greeting when |
came in the door,” the 52-year-old
Sanchez said. “ She held my hand and
we sat on the couch.”

Tetro, who callsherself amessianic
Jew — meaning a Jew who has ac-
cepted Jesus Christ ashisor her savior
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— openedthecoffeehousein1994. Her
goal wastocreateaplacewherepeople
could make new friends, find solace
and experiencethelove of God.

“1 was watching the news and the
newswassohorriblel startedtogrieve
inmy spirit,” Tetrorecalled. “| shutthe
TV off and cried out to God: "What's
wrong with thisworld? Can’t there be
alittle heaven on Earth? And that's
wherethe name camefrom.”

Tetro's friends encouraged her to
pursue the project and helped her get
the donations she needed to open the
coffeehouse in the clothing store she
usedtorun.

Inside, tables with inspirational
Christian literature surround a stage.
Framed artwork with Scripture and
Christian messages hang on the wall.
Customerscanchoosefromaselection
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of pastry and drinks.

Though not affiliated with any
church or religious organization,
“Heaven” resemblesafull-servicemin-
istry. There are programs on bereave-
ment and for the divorced and single.
The place also hosts a “Glory on
Wheels’ night for the physically chal-
lenged and a night of fellowship for
U.S. military veterans. Tetro offers
video seminars and Bible workshops,
andinvites guest speakers.

Tetro, 44, estimates 30,000 people
have cometo the coffeehouse, includ-
ing somefrom Russiaand Malaysia.

“1t’skind of likethe United Nations
whenyou comein,” Tetro said.

About 20 coupleshavemet thereand
married, she says.

Christian coffeehouses became
popularinthelate1960sandearly’ 70s
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as part of the “ Jesus movement,” dur-
ing which some hippiesbeganfollow-
ing Christ.

The coffeehouses died out by the
1980s as people in the movement got
older, married and had lessinterest in
organizingsocid gatherings. However,
theestablishmentshaveregained popu-
larity as Christians seek innovative
ways to reach people. The Catholic
Charismatic Center, whichlistsChris-
tian coffeehousesonitsWeb site, hasa
record of at least onein every state.

In National City, Calif., just outside
San Diego, Betty McCoy and her hus-
bandfoundedthe” Steamed Bean Cof -
feeHouse” sevenyearsago. Theneigh-
borhood had somerough sections, and
she said pimps and drug dealers were
among her customers. She said some
Chrigtianmusicianswouldnot perform

there because of the area’ sreputation,
but she persevered.

“God haskept ushere,” shesaid.

Now, her customers include some
college students, as a redevel opment
project improvesthe neighborhood.

In Missouri, Don Sharp runs “The
Gathering Place” coffeehouse, in
Baden, a poor section of northeast St.
Louis. Sharp, pastor of the Church of
God Independent Holiness People,
usesthe coffeehouseto dispel miscon-
ceptions about the area.

“People have a negative view of
north St. Louis,” Sharp explained.
“Thisallowsthemtocomeand seewhat
we have here and take that knowledge
homewith them.”

Still, ministering to the neighbor-
hood isacentral goal.

Sharp’s facility also has a day care

center, clothing ministry and food ser-
vice. He even allows people who are
struggling or incrisisstay at hishome.

Many of the bands Sharp books are
affiliated with Christian youth groups
that travel with the musicians to the
coffeehousegigs, stayingintheneigh-
borhood for aslong as aweek doing
service projects.

On Saturday night, while music is
playing, volunteersset clothesoutside
“The Gathering Place” for needy
neighborsto pick through.

“It's designed to show people the
loveof Christ and guidetheminto that
kind of relationship,” Sharp said.

Tetro'sgreatest satisfactioniswhen
programsat “Li’l Bit of Heaven” help
people addresstheir life problems.

“I"'minawe,” shesaid.” | know God
made something out of nothing.”
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Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

“ Third & Caldwell

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center » 899-3450
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Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Bobby Potter « 332-3956
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First United Methodist Church
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9:30
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Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-

L)‘_‘ Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am d
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U{:

Pastor: Father Daryl Olmstead
307 W. 13th = 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 9:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

good Samaritan Center
h 208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel
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goodland Daily News
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golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

Short & Son Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:
‘Topside Office Products, 9nc.
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