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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Tougher license rules
add to driving problems

TheKansasL egidatureapparently madeabig mistakelast year when
it decided to keep illegal aliensfrom getting adriver’slicensein this
state.

Thechangeinthelaw wasprompted by anincident wheretwo Col o-
rado women were caught hauling van loads of illegalsto Salinato get
licenses. At thetime, the state required only proof of aresidence here
to get one.

Former Sen. BenVidriksen of Salinajumped ontheissue, andinshort
order, theL egisl aturehad madeit muchtougher toget aK ansaslicense.
Examinersnow candemand proof of citizenship, somethingthey were
formerly not allowed to do.

Foesof immigration, AmericaFirsters, unionsand othersjumpedon
the bandwagon. The bill passed, was quickly signed by the governor
and everyone agreed it wasa Good | dea.

Fast forward, now, to 2001.

Mexicannationalsfindittoughtoget adriver’slicense, but they keep
coming to Kansas. They keep driving. They can't get insurance with-
out alicense, so they don't bother.

Police officerssay the stateisbeing flooded with uninsured drivers.
InPittsburg, an officer estimatesthat thenumber hasdoubled. Licensed
Kansasdriversare complainingthat they cannot get paidwhenanille-
gal immigrant hitstheir cars.

Civil rightsgroups say that legitimate Kansas citizensare being ha-
rassed because they look Hispanic or their names sound Hispanic.
Driver’s license examiners reportedly asked a lawyer from eastern
Kansaswho haslived inthe state all hislifeto prove hewasacitizen.
Thereisno excusefor that.

Non-Hispanicsdon’t have to put up with such demands, the groups
say, and it amountsto aform or racial profiling.

No one thinks the number of illegal aliens or the number of illegal
aliensdriving hasgonedown sincethel aw passed. Peoplearestill com-
ing here; they arestill driving; they just don’t bother with adriver’sli-
cense or insurance.

SotheGood | deaturned out to beadud. Thislaw needsto bechanged
toget peopl eintothesystemand ontotheinsurancerolls, nomatter what
their status. It just makes sense.

It’snot the state’ sresponsibility to screenoutillegal aliens. Thefed-
eral government has taken that task on itself, and proven only that it
can't bedone. Every timethey makeit tougher to get into the country,
theflow of illegal s speedsup.

It will bethat way aslong as there are more and better jobs on this
sideof theborder. Thetruthis, theAmerican economy can’t exist with-
out Mexicanlabor. Americansdon’t want todothejobstheillegal swill
take— and be happy with.

Thisisoneof thoseideasthat just won’twork. Thestateneedstogive
it up. —Steve Haynes
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TRYING TO STIMULATE THE CCONONY

When the chips are down | just quit eating

| stoleacoupleof Steve'sfrench friesthe other
day.
They were delicious — hot and salty. | love
frenchfriesand| hadn’t had any for morethanfour
months.

I’ve got to admit that I’ ve given up fries, chips
and desserts. It'ssort of modified diet and over the
last four months, I’ velost 15 pounds.

DIET isafour-letter word that | usually try to
avoid. Tell peoplethat you're on adiet, and they
immediately tell you how |ow-cal orietheir choco-
| ate-coconut-pecan-upsi de-down-cream-cakeis.

Whenever | goonadiet, | immediately head for
the refrigerator to seewhat | can't eat. With this
diet, though, | haven't donethat because!’ m still
chomping down on cheeseburgers and enjoying
steak and potatoes. I’ ve dived into fried chicken
and put butter on my bread.

What | haven’t doneisadd bacontothe cheese-
burger, take a second helping of potatoes or said
“sure, supersizethat.”

I’ ve tried to avoid desserts and since | don’'t
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normally make dessert, that hasn’t been too much
of aproblem.

Thereal painhasbeen potato chips. Peopleserve
potato chipswith everything and Steveand | love
chipsanddip. But| can’t eat just oneor two. When
| touchachip, that bagisdead. I’ mgoingtoeat them
until they’ reall gone.

So I’ vejust stopped.

| don’t know how much longer | will stay away
from the all-American diet of cheeseburger, fries
and aCoke, but | till have afew pounds moreto
go.
| decidedthat it wastimetodropthespareswhen
springarrivedand | couldn’tfitintomorethan half
of my summer clothes.

| figuredthat I’ d better findaway togetintowhat
| had because of threethings.

* | hateto shop.

Shoppingisn’t fun. It'swork, and | just hatetry-
ing on clothes.

*I’'mredly cheap.

Going out and buying new or even used clothes
costs money that | can better use for hundreds of
other things. Besides, | have aclosetful of clothes
— someof which | haven't worninyears because
they wouldn't fit.

| can't sew.

Many of my friends can sew. If they gain afew
pounds, they move abutton or let out aseam. Per-
sonally, | don’t know which end of the needle to
thread. While all the other girlswere taking home
ec, | wastaking world history with the boys.

I’mdownfrom 169 poundsto 154 andwouldlike
toget to 140, especialy sinceit’sdrivingmy little
sister crazy that, after all these years, I'm smaller
than sheis.

| lovethat part.

Growing up too fast or not at all

Wealready know about thekidintheBronx who
pitched aperfect gameintheLittle L eagueWorld
Series, becameaTV star overnight, and now, ina
twist reeking of backroomsandTiparillos,isat the
center of acheating scandal. Hisfather allegedly
used a fraudulent birth certificate to knock two
yearsoff thechild’ sagesohecould qualify for the
team. The boy apparently is 14 yearsold, not 12.

In Los Angeles, there is a basketball player
named Ray-Ray. Hehasakiller crossover dribble.
He can shoot from anywhere on the court. Sport-
ing-goods companies send him clothing for free
andinvitehimtotheir basketball camps. Coaches
eyehim covetously. Ray-Ray is10yearsold.

The adultization of American children has al-
ready reshaped entertainment, language, fashion,
sexuality and education. Elementary school chil-
dren dress and talk like Eminem and Britney
Spears. Toddlerslook likecasual-Friday stockbro-
kersin their BabyGap khakis and polo shirts.
Middle-schoolersget ulcersworryingthattheirB's
insciencewill mar their college applications.

The Little League scandal offers yet another
exampl eof how theadult world hasbeen descend-
ingonour kidslikeacreepingfog. “ Baby Boomers
wanttomakesuretheir kidsget one-up,” said Dan
Gould, aprofessor of exercise and sport science

attheUniversity of North Carolinaat Greensboro.
“There sanattitudeof professionalizationingen-
eral, and sportsreflectsthat.”

What better way to giveyour kid an advantage
in Little League than lying so he can compete
against younger kids?Not only will heexcel, he'll
excel onnational television. ESPN/2televisedthe
preliminary games of the Little League World
Series, and ABC carried thechampionshiplivein
primetime. Pretty heady stuff for 12-year-olds.

Whenweview achild’sgamethrough theadult
lensof ratingsand career advancement, adult cor-
ruptionissureto follow. How many rulesdo you
supposewill bebrokeninthe next decadeashigh
schools and colleges compete for the services of
theamazing Ray-Ray?M oreimportant, how many
childrenwill losetheexperienceof playing sports
simply for thejoy of it asthe adultsin their lives
maneuver and posture and push for advantage?

“Peoplearelosing track of what isreally soim-
portant about sports, whichisthat it giveschildren
an opportunity to develop as people,” says sports
psychologist Steve Danish of Virginia Common-
wealth University. “When kids don’t learn about
themselves, then sports really has no value what-
soever.”

Exactly 21 boyswho playedintheL.ittle League
World Serieshave madeit tothe major leagues. S
theoddsaren’ t great for Danny Almonte, the Bronx
kid. Plus, hisarm couldfall off beforehe’s18from
throwing all those 70 mph dliders at such ayoung
age.
Nearly asdisturbingastheagescandal isthelike-
lihood that Almonte's father moved the boy from
hishomein the Dominican Republic to the Bronx
ayear and ahalf ago primarily to play ontheL.ittle
League team. “Every time he calls his mother, he
cries, becausehe missesher and misseshiscompa-
triotshere,” aDominican coach told Newsday.

How many versionsof Danny Almontearein our
schools, our dance studios, our gyms, our shopping
malls, our homes?Theirony isthat we' remakingour
kidsgrow uptoo fast whilewedon't grow up at all.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send commentsto her in care of her e-
mail at joanryan@sfgate.com.

Community effort made blood drive a success

Tothe Editor:

| would like to thank all the people from Sher-
man County and surrounding areasfor makingthe
past Red Cross blood drive agreat success.

A big thanks to the 29 first time donors, and
thanksto all the ladieswho worked as escorts, at
thereceiving desk and canteenfor their help. And
thanks to KLOE and The Goodland Daily News
for their coverage.

After dl the controversy in the community we
cametogether for thisuniversal need for blood.

Harriet Demaree

Red Cross blood mobile co-chairman

Tothe Editor:

“Readmylips,.” “1 will not useSocial Security,”
sound familiar?

Haveyoureceivedyour $18tax rebateyet?The
rebatethat wassupposedtohelptheworkingclass.

from our
readers

® to the editor

Theretired chief executiveofficer of Halliburton
Qil, Vice President Dick Cheney, last year made
$36 million. Do you know how muchmoney he'll
save dueto Bush'stax cut, $1,700,000.

How about Secretary of Treasurer Paul O’ Neill,
former chief executiveofficer of Alcoa, heracked
in more than $60 million. His tax cut windfall,
$3,500,000.

Bushandhiscabinet will save$88millionintax
savings.

Who passed all thistax rebate?

Could it be our Congressmen are becoming
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