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Harvest of dry land and wet land corn will get under way soon. Due to

poor growing conditions early this year the overall yeildis less than hoped.
Photo by Reaghan Smith/The Goodland Daily News.

Crop prices influenced
by harvest-driven market

HARVEST, from Page 1

talking about harvest and the prices
drop.”

Cook saidthemarket hasgonefrom
a“weather driven market” earlier this
year to a“harvest market.” Pricesare
now based on nationwide yield, he
said, and ahighyield means pricesgo
down, whilelow yield meanspricesgo
up.

However, whileKansashasbeenin
adrought and yields are lower here,
other parts of the country have gotten
rain and their yields are higher so the
prices go down.

Onebright spot: Duell saidtheprice
of pinto beans is pretty good. Right

now the priceis$20 abag, and acrop
averages 20 bags per acre.

“It would be better if it was $30 per
bag,” Duell added with achuckle.

He said when he harvests his corn,
hewill dry it and storeitinbinsat his
farm and sell it later. Sometimes, he
said, he sellsthrough alocal elevator
and other times he sells straight to a
feedlot.

Another detrimental factor to some
fieldshasbeenthepresenceof insects,
said Graber. Earlier this year spider
miteswerebeginingtoshow, but at that
time he hadn’t had to recommend
spraying.

“Now,” hesaid, “almost every field
has had to spray for something.”

Fugitive warrants issued
for vehicle stealing couple

CHASE, from Page 1

Sheriff’sOffice, with support fromthe
Kansas Bureau of Investigation. The
Federal Bureau of Investigation has
issued afugitive warrant on Lambert
andasecondwarrantisexpectedinthe
next few dayson Pearce.
Theincident started on\Wednesday,
Aug. 8, when Lambert and Pearce are
alleged to have stolen a pickup, fled
from the Thomas County Sheriff’s
deputies on 1-70, drove off the road-
way, through afence and into acorn
field.
Thepairthenaresaidtohavehelda

17-year-old Colby girl at knifepoint
and have stolen her 1998 Ford Escort.
OnThursday,Aug. 9, authoritiesfound
theFord Escort abandonedat theHoxie
Grain Company and the white 1991
Jeep Cherokee was reported stolen.

Asauthorities were busy discount-
ing many varied theories as to the
couple’'s whereabouts, the next solid
lead was not to happen until late Au-
gust.

“We feel that right now we are on
their trail and we arelooking at every
possible lead that comes through,”
Hopper said. “ They are about aweek
ahead of us.”

Colorado woman rolls car

A Coloradowomanwastakentothe
hospital on Labor Day after she lost
control of her vehicle on I-70, and
droveitintothenorth ditch androlled
it onto thedriver'sside.

A report from the state Highway
Patrol said Peggy Graybel, Basalt, was

drivingal1999 ToyotaForerunner west
at 7:22a.m.whenshelost control about
threemileswest of Goodland. The44-
year-old woman was taken to
Goodland Regional Medical Center,
treated and rel eased. Shewasalonein
thecar.

Van veers off 1-35 killing officer

EMPORIA (AP)—Avanveered off
Interstate 35 and eventually hitaK an-
sasTurnpikeoffice, killingawomanin
the van, the Kansas Highway Patrol
said.

Thepatrol saidtheaccident occurred
about 7:45a.m. Thursday whenthevan
ran off 1-35 asit was approaching the
Emporiatoll plaza.

The van struck a post and traveled
across exiting eastbound lanes and
then struck two parked vehi clesbefore
continuingintothetoll officebuilding.

Thewoman killed in the crash was
dead at the scene and not immediately
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identified. Thedriver of thevanand a
second passenger werehospitalizedin
Emporia, the patrol said.

§ Experts study shoring up bridge

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News
Thedistrict engineer for theKansas
Department of Transportation said it
will take acouple of weeksfor bridge
expertstodetermineif thebridgeon K-
27 over the North Fork of the Smoky
River canbeshoreduptoallow heavier
trucks.
Thestatereducedtheweightlimiton
thebridgeto 25tons, posing problems
duringtheupcomingfall harvest, when
farmerswill need to use the bridge to
haul cropstotheel evatorin Goodland.
The county commissioners say the
weight limit should beat |east 40tons.
A joint press release from the
Sherman County Commissionersand
theKansasDepartment of Transporta-
tion discussed the problem and told

what plansare being pursued:

“Webothrealizethenegativeimpact
this posted bridge has on the local
economy. Since the bridge is not
scheduled to be replaced until 2007,
Sherman County officialsandthe De-
partment of Transportationarereview-
ing several different optionstoprovide
an acceptable alternative to allow
heavier loads. Those include looking
at makingrepairstotheexistingbridge
toalow higher load limits. Alsowork
isbeing done to move the building of
the new bridge up from the existing
timetable.”

Chriss McDiffett, district engineer,
saidthestatehasdonesometemporary
work onthenorthend of thebridgeal -
ready, but that bridge engineers are
examiningwaysto shoreupthebridge

for heavier loads. He said he did not
have areal feel for how long thiswill
take, nor how long adding additional
shoring would take.

McDiffett saidhewasoptimisticthe
project can bemoved up, and hewould
be attending a meeting in a couple of
weeks.

“I may know more after that,” he
said.

Therestrictionsonthebridgeof 15-
20-25 tons, about eight miles south of
Goodland, will remain in place until
the bridge engineers determine if re-
pairs can allow heavier loads and re-
pairs can be made.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure said
thecounty isawareof theproblem, and
will work with McDiffett to assist in
solving the problem.

“Itisanoldbridge,” McDiffett said,
“and onethingweareconcerned about
isthat evenif weshoreup oneareawe
may havefurther problemswith other
sections.”

The bridge was built in 1937 when
the highway wasmoved east. Current
state plans are to build a new bridge
east of theexisting structure, but not for
several years.

McDiffett saidthebridgewaspart of
anolder programfor replacement, but
withthenew comprehensiveplanithas
been made part of themajor modifica-
tion project for K-27 which is not
scheduled until 2007.

“Right now | am just throwing out
options,” McDiffett said. “We will
haveto seewhat theengineerscomeup
with, and can develop aplan .”

Will Bush win over Mexicans?

MEXICOCITY (AP)— Mexicans
think it’s great that President Bush
munches on tacosin the White House
and likes to show off his accented
Spanish.

But they say it’sactions, not image,
that ultimately will win them over.

“President Bush can eat al the en-
chiladas and speak all the Spanish he
wants, but that doesn’t mean wethink
he’'s a good president,” said Juan
Valenzuela Mares, 59, aretired high
school teacher in the border city of
Ciudad Juarez, where thousands of
jobs have been slashed since January.

“We don't care about those things.
What we care about isthat he resolve
theissuesbetween our two countries,”
he added.

Sincehetook officein January, Bush
—who, asacandidate, used hisknow!-
edge of Mexico as an example of his
foreign policy abilities— hasbeenon
aquest to make his southern neighbor
feel appreciated and important.

Hemadethecountry hisfirstforeign
destinationaspresident, payingavisit

toFox’sranchinnorthern Guanajuato
state, where the two leaders first
planted the seeds of hope for a new
migration agreement.

Inatoast at Wednesday night’sstate
dinner at the White House, Bush wel-
comed Fox — thefirst official foreign
visitor of his administration — then
gushed that the United States“hasno
more important relationship in the
world than our relationship with
Mexico.”

Katia D’ Artigues, a columnist for
thedaily newspaper Milenio, saysshe
thinks sheknowswhat isbehind what
some have called the “lovefest” be-
tween the two presidents.

“Lovein politics hasits motives ...
andthereisavery special onehere: The
re-election Bush is seeking in 2004,”
D’ Artigues said, referring to Hispan-
ics' growing political clout in the
United States.

In Ciudad Juarez, acity across the
border from El Paso, Texas, most agree
Bush and Fox have been masterful at
creating what looks like a bilateral

match madein heaven.

Butthey wonder aloudif thesmiles,
hugs and bilingual platitudes will
translate into better conditions for a
city dominated by foreign-ownedfac-
toriesthat are bleeding jobs as a con-
sequence of theU.S. economic down-
turn.

When Bill Clinton was president,
“At least Mexico had alot of work,”
said Salvador Vallgjo, 54, who earnsa
living making cowboy boots, a com-
mon staple of both presidents’ ward-
robes.

“All I know now is since the new
U.S. president came in, you walk
around here, and you seealot of busi-
nessesthat have shut down.”

In Chiapas, a southern state strug-
gling with poverty and an ongoing
rebel conflict, people are wary of a
conservative Republican president’s
intentionstoward Mexico.

“Therelationship between the gov-
ernments of Mexico and the United
Statesisfocused more on businessin-
terests than anything else,” said

L eobardo Cancino, ayoung lawyer in
Chiapas. “We are at atotal disadvan-
tage, andtheonly onebenefittingisthe
United States.”

Both Bush and Fox have promised
to lessen the disparities between their
two countries by working together on
importantissues, including migration,
trade and drug trafficking.

Juan Martinez, abusinessman from
Mexico City, said he appreciates the
fact that Bush has reached out to Fox
and said the warm relationship be-
tweenthetwo presidents* hasmadefor
a healthy start, for the benefit of our
country.”

But Guadalupe Valenzuela, a 45-
year-oldfather of twowhohaslivedor
both sides of the border, says he’s not
convinced.

“The only thing that's made Bush
popular is his relationship with the
Mexican president, but nothing really
has changed,” said Valenzuela, car
saleman of American cars. “Hehasn't
really donethingsthat havebenefitted
Mexico.”

Farmers now eligible for crop disaster assistance

Bill Fuller, state executive director
of the Farm Service Agency, an-

nounced this month that producers
whohad croplossesfrom 1994 through

COFFEYVILLE (AP) — Ne-
gotiations between the Farmland
petroleum refinery here and six
unionsrepresentingworkershave
ended, with union members ex-
pected to vote on a contract pro-
posal on Monday.

The Coffeyville Metal Trade,
which represents the six unions
that havemembersworking at the
refinery, began meeting with its
membersThursday togo over the
contract proposal.

Ken Heins, administrative su-
perintendent at the refinery, said
thetwo sideshad met Wednesday
and Thursday, before reaching a
tentative agreement Thursday af -

Refinery and workers
reach tentative agreement

ternoon.

DeeM esser, businessmanager for
thelnternational Union of Operating
EngineersLocal 123, one of the six
unions represented by the CMTC,
said the contract proposal is atwo
year deal, with awage increase in
eachyear. Italsoresolvesthediffer-
encethetwo sideswerehaving over
medical insurance coveragefor the
workers, he added.

There are approximately 215
union membersemployed at there-
finery. Their existing two-year con-
tract with the company was set to
expirelast Friday, but they agreedto
extendthat contract for aweek while
negotiations continued.

Warden leaves Leavenworth

LEAVENWORTH (AP) — The
warden at the federal prison hereis
leaving to serve asaregional director
of U.S. Bureau of Prisons.

Mickey Ray hasbeenthewarden at
the U.S. Penitentiary in Leavenworth
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for ayear. He said he had planned to
stay thereforever.

“I really intended to retire from
Leavenworth,” said Ray.

1998 and changed tax identification
numbersduring that time may now be
eligible for the 1998 Crop Disaster
Assistance Programmulti-year benefit
option.

Themulti-year benefit wasbased on
apercentageof thetotal dollar amount
the producer received, and record by
the producers tax identification num-
ber, for combining crop insurance in-
demnities, Noninsured Crop Disaster
AssistanceProgram, andad hocdisas-
ter assistant during the five-year pe-
riod.

Public notice was published in the

Federal Register onAug. 28,2001, and
serves to inform all potential appli-
cantsof therevisionstothe 1998 Crop
L oss Disaster Assistance Program.

The public notice and forms can be
accessed on the Internet at the FSA
homepageat http://www.fsa.usda.gov.

Applications will be accepted only
through Sept. 14, 2001 and must be
submitted to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Farm Service Agency.
The applications for this special pro-
grammust not befiled with your local
FSA office, but rather, to the address
listed above.
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views, palitics, philosophy, auto mechanics and
much, much more!

*E-mail address and account. If you want to
stay intouch with friendsand relatives, but dread
those long-distance phone hills, or delaysin the
regular mail, relief isat hand. For fractionsof a
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you have any questionsjust call 785-899-2338.
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