The Goodland Daily News / Friday, September 7, 2001 7

Palestinians playing down prospects for talks

By Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

JERUSALEM — After an Israeli
helicopter attack on Palestinian mili-
tantsand areprisal by gunmen, Pales-
tiniansare playing down prospectsfor
talksnext week between Yasser Arafat
and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres.

Peres told reporters late Thursday
that he expected to meet the Palestin-
ian leader sometime “ next week.” He
made the comments on his arrival in
Italy to meet with hisItalian counter-
part.

“Probably we' [l havethreedifferent
meetings, one after the other,” Peres
said, adding the talks would bein the
Middle East.

However, Pal estinian Cabinet min-
ister Nabil Shaath said nodatehad been
set. He said careful preparations must
be made.

One senior Palestinian official, re-
questing anonymity, said the talks
would be held Sunday at the Erez
crossing between I srael and Gazaor at
the Egyptian resort of Tabaon thels-
raeli border. Other Palestinianssaidno
decision would be made until after an
Arab foreign ministers meeting in
Cairo Sunday.

PeresrepresentsthemoderateL abor
party inPrimeMinister Ariel Sharon’'s
center-right government. Sharon has
said that there can be no peace nego-
tiationswhileviolencecontinues, lim-
iting the contactsto arranging atruce.
Pereshasbeen chafing under thelimi-
tations, and Pal estiniansareconcerned
that Peres might not have Sharon's
backing inthetalks.

SKOPJE, Macedonia— NATO re-
sumed coll ectingweaponsfromethnic
Albanian rebels today after Mace-
donia's parliament overwhelmingly
backed a peace plan to end the armed
conflictinreturnfor upgrading minor-
ity rights.

Therewerenoimmediatedetailson
the number or type of armsbeing sur-
rendered in the second phase of the
collection, whichaimstotakein about
1,100 weapons, said NATO spokes-
man Mgj. Barry Johnson.

The peace plan is a Western-spon-
sored, step-by-step process that in-

volves ethnic Albanian rebels volun-
tarily surrendering armsto NATO in
phases, tobefollowed by parliament’s
approval of legislation granting more
rightsto the ethnic Albanians.
NATIONAL

NEWMAN, Calif. — A tense 12-
hour standoff between police and a
murder suspect holed up in hiscar in
themiddleof aninterstateendedwhen
the man killed himself, authorities
said.

SWAT team sharpshooterslay in a
stripof dry grassalongsidearural sec-
tion of Interstate 5 for hours Thursday
as negotiators tried to persuade
Joaquin Gutierrez, 40, to surrender.

“Hebasically thankedthemand said
the negotiators did the best that they
could,” said Stanislaus County Sher-
iff’s Department spokesman Kelly
Huston. “He set the phone down, he
listenedtoalittlebit of theradio. Then
they heard apop and then awheezing
sound.”

Gutierrez had shot himself in the
chest, Huston said.

Gutierrez, who allegedly killed his
wife and stepson in June, had led po-
liceonachasereaching speedsof 110
mph beforestateHighway Patrol offic-
ersthrew astrip of spikesinfront of his
car, puncturing thetires.

AMELIA ISLAND, Fla. — After a
summer of highly publicized shark at-
tacks, Floridaofficialsarethreatening
tobanall shark-feeding, sayingitcould
beteaching sharksto seek out people.

Thetarget of thebanis“interactive’
shark toursthat use cut-up fishto lure
sharks so scuba-diving tourists can
swim with them.

TheFloridaFish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission had been con-
sidering rules to regulate such shark-
feeding dives, but instead voted 7-1
Thursday for atotal ban. It could be-
comelaw after afinal votein Novem-
ber.

Tour operatorsargued that officials
had no evidence to prove the shark-
feeding dives weren't safe and said
none of their tourists had ever been
bitten. But several commissionersex-
pressed fear that by feeding sharks,
they could be conditioned.
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NEW Y ORK — Fatboy Slim’s
“Weapon of Choice” videowasthebig
winner at Thursday’s MTV Video
Music Awards, winning six of nine
nominations, but it wasthe sexy video
“Lady Marmalade’ that took homethe
year’stop trophy.

“Lady Marmalade,” the “Moulin
Rouge’ -inspiredvideo, wasacollabo-
rationfeaturing Pink, ChristinaAguil-
era,MyaandLil’ Kim.Italsoreceived
an award for best video from afilm.

Thenight’sother bigwinnerwas’N
Sync, with four awards for their spe-
cial-effectsladenvideo, “ Pop,” includ-
ing the viewer’s choice award.

Michael Jackson's surprise perfor-
mance with 'N Sync was the most
talked-about momentof MTV’sVideo
Music Awards. After a giant Etch-A-
Sketch drew hisframe, Jackson emer-
ged, doing histrademark, gravity-de-
fyingmoves. Afterward, hereceiveda
standing ovation.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Houseendorse-
ment of an agreement to normalize
trade with Vietnam isamajor step to-

ward eliminating the economic barri-
ersthat have existed since the end of
theVietham War aquarter-century ago.

OnavoicevoteThursday, theHouse
approved a bilateral trade agreement
reached between Hanoi and the Clin-
ton administration in July 2000 and
sent Congressby President Bush. The
Senate Finance Committee has ap-
proved the agreement, which now
awaitsaction by thefull Senate.

The agreement brings fundamental
changesto U.S.-Vietnam trade. Viet-
nam would join the great majority of
nationsthat may sell their goodsinthe
United Statesat |ow tariff rates. In ex-
change, Vietham agreed to reduce its
tariffs, eliminate nontariff barriers,
protectintellectual property rightsand
open its markets to American service
and investment companies.

WASHINGTON — Responding to
controversy over thesubpoenaing of a
reporter’s phone records, the Justice
Department says it has taken such a
step 13 timesin the past decade.

Thefiguresreleased Thursday by the

department prompted a swift list of
guestionsfrom Sen. CharlesGrassley,
R-lowa, who asked how many of the
subpoenas were done without notify-
ing thereporter in advance, aswasthe
case with AP reporter John Solomon.
Advance notice would have allowed
the AP to challenge the subpoenain
court.

Grassley, who is a member of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, also
asked the department to disclose how
many of the subpoenaswere aimed at
discovering areporter’s sources.

Thedepartment said that besidesthe
subpoenas for phone records, it has
subpoenaed journalists60 other times
since 1991 seekingtestimony or docu-
mentsor both.

The Justice Department went after
Solomon’s records while trying to
learn the identity of law enforcement
officialswhotoldtheAPabout awire-
tapintercept of Sen. Robert Torricelli,
D-N.J., discussing campaign dona-
tions.

WASHINGTON — The Senate

pushedthroughabill Thursday extend-
ingthedeadlineforillegal immigrants
to apply for visas. Majority L eader
ThomasDaschlehad urged lawmakers
to finish the measure during M exican
President Vicente Fox'svisit.

“Thisisextremely important,” Sen-
ate Democratic Whip Harry Reid of
Nevada said after the bill passed by
voicevote. “With President Fox inthe
country, it sendsamessageto himthat
we really are trying to work toward
makingthingseasierintherelationship
with the United Statesand Mexico.”

TheHousepasseditsownversion of
thebill in May, but Republicans|ead-
ers have agreed to go along with the
Senate-passed measure, White House
officialssaid.

President Bushfavorsthebill.*“ The
president isheartened by the Senate’s
action, and he looks forward to the
House acting quickly to send thisleg-
islation to his desk,” White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said.

Fox heads back to the Capitol one
moretimeFriday morning beforeend-
ing histhree-day state visit.

Discussion begins on redistricting

TOPEKA (AP) — Legislatorshave
narrowed their options for redrawing
thestate’ sfour congressional districts.
But they also are leaving themselves
room to maneuver.

Republican Todd Tiahrt's 4th Dis-
trictintheWichitaareamustlose 3,600
while the 1st District, represented by
Republican Jerry Moran, must gain
34,000.

“1 think weknow wherethehot spots
are. We'regoing to haveto talk about
Lawrenceand Douglas County,” Sen
David Adkins, co-chairman of the
House-Senate committee redrawing
congressional boundaries, said Thurs-
day.

Adkins, R-Leawood, wasreferring
to the fight over how to divide the
county and-or city betweenthe2ndand
3rd districts.

Republicans are receptive to the
idea, while Democrats and most
Lawrence and University of Kansas

supporters say such adivision would
be detrimental because it would split
what they consider “a community of
interest.”

Thecityisinthe3rd District, which
a soincludesJohnson, Wyandotteand
Miami counties and isrepresented by
Democrat Dennis Moore. Parts of ru-
ral DouglasCounty areinthe2ndDis-
trict represented by Republican Jim
Ryun.

Thursday’s deliberations left the
committee with no fewer than seven
proposed maps, including one sug-
gested thisspring by Democrats. That
plan would leave Douglas County in
the 3rd District and split the rural,
southern portion of Johnson County
fromitsKansas City suburbs.

Douglas County is viewed as a
battleground in the fight for the 3rd
District. Moore, serving his second
term, defeated Republicanincumbent
Vince Snowbarger in 1998.
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“A final redistricting plan must not
be only based on the’ one person, one
vote' principle, butit shouldavoid par-
tisangerrymanderingandtheneedless
splitting of acity,” said Senate Minor-
ity Leader Anthony Hensley, D-To-
peka.

Adkins said the goal is to have the
committee approve a plan during its
Oct. 2 meeting. The plan would need
approval from the Legislature next
year.

“The decisions aren’'t going to get
any easier,” said Adkins.

Thestateredrawsitscongressional,
legislative and State Board of Educa-
tion districts every 10 yearsto reflect
shiftsin population. The goal isto
makedistrictsasequal inpopulationas
possible. Theideal populationfor each
congressional districtis672,105.

The 2nd District must gain about
31,000 residents, indicating it should
growinsize. The3rdDistrict mustlose

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

about 61,000, meaning it should
shrink.

Democrats argue that their plan for
thetwo districtspreservesa“ commu-
nity of interest” that includes
Lawrence and Johnson County’s sub-
urbsandislinked by KansasHighway
10.

Thecommitteeal soraised concerns
about the validity of state-adjusted
numbersusedfor redrawinglegidative
districts.

The Kansas Constitution requires
the official census figure be tweaked
to account for students and military
personnel. Thosepeoplearecountedin
their self-declared permanent resi-
dence. Thosenot calling Kansashome
arenot counted by thestateor any other
state.

Some legislators said it made little
sensethat peopleincarceratedin pris-
ons and military prisons are counted
but cannot vote.
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