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commentary
from other pens...

“That damn cowboy’
took charge this week

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — A century ago this week aforce of unbridled
energy leaped into the saddle of the American presidency.

Theodore Roosevelt quickly filled the gap | eft by the assassination
of William McKinley. He reshaped the office and the attitudes of the
country and stamped each with the vigor and spirit of hispersonality.

Inacapital accustomed to gradual change and predictabl e patterns,
“Roosevelt blewinlikeatornado off theGreat Plains,” historianH. W.
Brandswrotein his1997 biography, “T.R.: The Last Romantic.”

Roosevelt, McKinley’svicepresident, wasintheAdirondack Moun-
tains of New York on afamily vacation when telegrams advised that
McKinley, first thought to be recovering, wasin fact dying.

McKinley had been shot twice by an anarchist Sept, 6 while shaking
hands at a reception at the Pan American Exposition in Buffalo, N.Y.
Roosevelt begunhisvacationafter being assuredthepresidentwouldlive.

Black-bordered newspaperswerethudding onto doorstepsand stoops
of astunned nation when Roosevelt swung aboard thewaiting train.

ItwasSept. 14, 1901. M cKinley had becomethethird Americanpresi-
dent to die at the hand of an assassin.

Seeking tofoster asenseof continuity, Roosevelt took the oath after
vowing to continue McKinley’s policies* absol utely unbroken.”

Some of new president’sfriends fretted Roosevelt’s promise might
causehimtobeseenasonly “apale copy” of thefallen leader.

Mark Hanna, McKinley’sclosest political adviser who had opposed
TR’sselection asvice president, had no such fear.

“1toldWilliamMcKinley it wasamistaketo nominatethat wild man
at Philadelphia,” Hanna said aboard McKinley’sfuneral train. “Now
look, that damn cowboy is president of the United States.”

Roosevelt had been ahard-riding Dakotaranch owner, crime-bust-
ing New York City policecommissioner, assi stant secretary of theNavy,
|eader of the Rough Ridersin Cubaand governor of New York.

Soon, the Roosevelts and their six lively children tumbled into the
Executive Mansion with parrotsand ponies and pet snakes.

In one of hisfirst acts, the president ordered new stationary and offi-
cidly gavetheplacethenamepeopl ehad dwayscalledit: theWhiteHouse.

The house itself was soon transformed. Its interiors shed their
overstuffed Victorian gloom and gai ned the el egant, understated clas-
sical stylethat still surrounds the American presidency.

Roosevelt moved to rein in corporate monopolies, conserve the
nation’s natural heritage, protect the safety of the food supply, assert
American power in the world and build the Panama Canal, al while
wringing from the office every drop of authority it possessed.

“1 did greatly broaden the use of executive power,” hewasto say.

Onehistorian said it was al so clear Roosevelt could with equal ease
lasso a steer, write a historical essay, hunt lions, converse with cow-
boys, run apalitical convention, play tennis, read voraciously, com-
mand aregiment, entertain royalty and hypnotize an audience.

“Theodore Roosevelt made ... the president a domestic steward of
the people, who regulated big business, protected the consumer, and
preserved 230million acresof parks, forestsandwildlifepreservesand
national monuments” for thefuture, historian JohnAllen Gablesaid at
aconferencelast year on White House history.

“TR saw the White House asa’ bully pulpit’ for preaching the doc-
trinesof thestrenuouslife, thebigstick andthesquaredeal,” said Gable,
executive director of the Theodore Roosevelt Association.

“In short, TR established what has been called the modern presi-
dency.”

He had also inspired anew generation of idealists.

Speaking many years|ater, one of TR’sdaughters summed up.

“It wasabrave, bright morning,” Ethel Roosevelt said.

EDITOR SNOTE: Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congress and Washington's history for morethan 30 years.
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AN OLYMPIC SFORT

CSTING, T

The Charlie Brown and Lucy show again

Those up north Indians (northeast gypsy moth
Senators) would rather be seen in Figgie's porno
bar than be caught with an oil well.

Thebig Chief intheWhite Teepeehassaidthere
would benomoremoney tofarmers. That wasthe
good news. The bad newsishe doesn’t meanit.

You can awaystell when the Potomac swamp
(Congress) doesn’t havethevotesto passanother
processor subsidy farmbill. Hewantssubsidiesto
beef and specialty crops.

When the Department of Agriculture Free-
Food-complex, (food processors) doesn’t want to
pay thepricethey usefansubsidies. It'slikeChar-
ley Brown and Lucy with thefootball, even after
$24billioninfarmsubsidiesfor theyear 2000farm
incomewas only $16,000.

Don’'t believe it? Don't blame you, and they
thought sweat shops were bad. We need to do
something. Let’s have another fast trick called
Market Promotion Authority. Ah, the Big Chief
doesn’t havethevotesfor that either.

It was in 1948 when the “it takes a Village”
Washington thought up a farm bill that included
everything. It was called the Brennen Plan but
Congressdidn’t passit becauseit put agriculture
into abureaucratic strait jacket.

But that doesn’t keep them from trying again.
Theway theTribe (Congress) isspending money
onfarmsubsidiesyouwouldthink food wasasat-
ellite.

Wrongthere. If itwas—some nuclear scientist
wouldsmuggleittothePeoplesRepublicof China,
and never be arrested.

Well aNorth CarolinaMafiais more efficient
thangovernment. In 1835theNorth Carolinal eg-
isaturedeclareditillegal tocollect protectivetar-
iffsfor thegrandolelady of biggovernment. Itwas
only when the famous Indian fighter President
Andrew Jackson threatened to hang the perp-
etratorsthat the question wasresolved.

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

My grandmother told meabout aphonecall she
received |ast week whereaman called and i denti-
fied himself as a representative with the United
States Customs Service. Hesaid my grandmother
had won a Canadian sweepstakes and was, there-
fore, entitled to ahuge sum of money. Hetold her
thatinorder to receivethewinningssheneededto
wire him a $1,500 “duty-fee.” Fortunately, my
grandmother refused, and shebegantoask himall
sorts of questionsregarding his position with the
service and the payment amount. The caller be-
cameirritated andtold her shewoul d bedenied her
money if shedid not comply with hisrules, so she
hunguponhim.Attorney General Stovall, wasthis
call ascam?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Thiscall wasindeed part of ascam, and my of-
ficehasreceivedinformationfromother statesthat
their consumers have been called by similar
groups. If your grandmother had agreed to send
the“ representative”’ the money herequested, she
would probably never hear from him again, and
most likely would never seeher “winnings.” There
isaslight chancehemay havecalled again saying
he needed more money to securethe“winnings,”
but since the initial amount he asked for was so
largeheprobably would havejust movedontohis
next potential victim.
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® waynne’s world

Today we collect import duties that the nuclear
corporationscall atax rebate, becausethey getthe
money. The Maritime service and the L ongshore-
man Union collectsan export subsidy, that wecall
freetrade.

ItisOK becausefarmershavetheir subsidiesso
don't get religiouswith us L ongshoremen.

OK fine, you are right. We think exports and
imports should go on American ships. Since we
haveall thesefreetrick agreements, acargo of soy-
beans from South Americais no different than a
cargoto Hawaii or Alaska.

Wewill giveour food exportsaway and pay the
freight doingitunder ahalf dozen concessional free
food exports. But why not the money comesfrom
everyone's designated banker the Department of
AgricultureCommodity Credit Corporation—that
No one ever pays back.

You darenot cal it foreignaid butitis. Weuse
freefood exportsto subsidizethe other guysagri-
culture, for AIDS prevention and evenfor themto
build up their military.

The 1990s may have been a big party on Wall
Street, but the emerging economiesin Asia and
South Americaare on theropes. The US hasbeen
the dumping grounds for their over-teched (sur-
plus) Donad Duck exports.

Thisglobal of everything with these low com-
maodity prices may be better than atax cut for the
nuclear corporations that have moved to Indone-
sia,ArgentinaandBrazil butitisnotworking. The
ones that dollarized its currency have the same
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® consumer corner

Fraudulent telemarketers can get aconsumer’s
phonenumber fromaphonedirectory, mailinglist,
or “sucker list” whichisadirectory of consumers
who have already lost money toillegal prize pro-
motions and merchandise sales. Telemarketers
suchastheseemploy high-pressuretacticsandare
not afraid of using them on older people or any-
one who seems susceptible to falling for their
scheme.

Consumersmust remember they do not need to
pay for somethingthey havewon. Thepersonwho
calledyour grandmother viol ated theK ansasCon-
sumer ProtectionAct by requesting payment with-
out giving her written notice of the amount she
must pay to receive the prize. Further, if your
grandmother is60 yearsof ageor older, thecaller
couldbesubjecttoanenhanced civil penalty of an
additional $10,000. Your grandmother was smart
toaskthismanquestions. Whentelemarketerscall,
consumershavearight to ask questionsabout the
product or serviceinvolved. They should ask for
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problems the American farmer has. It costs too
muchtobuy their exportsinthisworld of debauched
currencies.

President Hoover will lwaysbeblamedfor caus-
ing the great depression. Even then U.S. agricul-
ture was in the cross hairs of the American food
processors.

He protected them from foreign competition
when he signed the Smoot Hawley tariff bill that
singled out increased tariffs on valued added food
imports.

There was something €l se that happened. Not
since 1929 hasaFederal Reservecut interest rates
seventimesinsuchashorttime, until 2001. Ohyes,
theEugeneMeyer Federal Reserveinterest ratecuts
saw the beginning of the great depression. And
somefear it will happen again.

Butwho speaksfor farmers? It sureisnot our rep-
resentatives in Congress.

It'skind of silly to hold a commaodity checkoff
votethat the Secretary of Agriculture decided was
not really avotejust aproducer preference.

Itisjust assilly to call another fast trick agree-
ment anything but thedlithering snakeof protective
tariffs.

All thesefreetrade agreements haven’t kept the
world economy out of thehorsetank, either. There
isnot asingle former Soviet Union satellite that
doesn’'t need food produced by the American
farmer. EventheWorld Food Organizationin Rome
sayswearelosing thewar on famine.

It might be OK inthiscyberspaceeconomytolet
Mexicantrucksonto our highwaysthat may besafe,
so why not import the other guy’s surpluses under
theMother JonesA ct withtransportation costsfrom
50 percent to 300 percent over ocean going rates.

Yeahrightwhentherearewindmillsinpornobars
inCalifornial
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information to be mailed to them, and &
telemarketer’s insistence on immediate payment
shouldraiseared-flagintheconsumer’smind* this
isagood sign that afraud might very well bein-
volved. Remember thewell-knownsaying: if some-
thing soundstoo good to betrue, it probably is.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetail shave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
are based on actual complaints. For further infor-
mation or tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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