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commentary

from other pens...

Drug tampering strikes
at our hope, confidence

Great Bend Tribuneon diluted drugs:

When a story gets slathered all over the newspapers and repeated
extensively ontelevisionit iseasy to start glossing over it, but anew
development in the Kansas City, Mo., case where amillionaire phar-
maci st was cutting cancer drugswith saline solution ... isworth notic-
ing.

Robert Courtney was indicted on 20 new counts of tampering with
drugs. Now theonly questioniswhether or not hismoney cansavehim.
After al, you don’t seealot of millionairesdoing hard timein prison.

Hewasstriking right at the hopethat at | east 150 peoplewerecling-
ing to, but he did morethan that.

It may not be possibleto prosecute him for this, but he struck at the
hope and the confidence that sick people ... have in the medical sys-
tem.

Peopleare going bankrupt inthiscountry, trying to get medical con-
ditions addressed.

Many, if not most, of our senior citizens have to make choiceson a
routinebasisabout whether they will visit their grandkids, enjoy other
basic rewardsfor awell spent life, or buy their monthly medicine.

Every timeit suitstheir agenda, the political correct chest thumpers
pointtoaparticular crimeasa” hatecrime” and call for additional pen-
alties.

Well, if such athing athing exists, there could be few heinous acts
that would qualify asahate crimethan this, than cheating sick people
who are already strung to the breaking point by our medical system.

Winfield Daily Courier on public school funding:

If the state board of education doesnot haveavisionfor thefuture of
public schoolsin Kansas, who does?

Theboard hasrequested a$1.2 billionincreasein statefunding over
threeyears, citing teacher shortagesand the need to get teachers' sala-
riesup to the national average.

Thisisnot, asboard member SteveAbramsof ArkansasCity hasbeen
quoted as saying, “foolishness.”

It isleadership by raising awarenessthat our schoolsarefalling be-
hindin attracting and keeping quality teachers, and wecan, if wewill,
do something about it. The board's request is an effort to put the real
funding needs of public education on the record for the public and
policy-makers.

Apparently, thisisnot Abrams' kind of |eadership. Hewasoneof two
board memberswho voted against the request.

Kansas, by latereports, isshort 500 teachersthisfall. Small districts
and somelarge, urban districtscannot find teachersin fieldsneeded to
fill gapsin their curricula. Growing demands for special education
teachersare going unmet.

This state has awell-deserved reputation for astrong public school
system from east to west, north to south. That system isvital to our
economicfuture. Weneedto mobilizeour resourcestorevitalizeit and
maintain itsgood reputation.

Thestate board hastraditionally set high goalsfor future funding of
our schools. It hasdonewell to do so again thisyear, raising our sight
when they needed to beraised — in spite of Mr. Abrams.
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When Sacramento County (Calif.) District At-
torney Jan Scully announced the murder counts
against Nikolay SoltysonTuesday, shetoldreport-
ersthey might beinterested in count two. It read,
inpart,“... saiddefendant did unlawfully, andwith
malice aforethought, murder BABY SOLTYS, a
human being.”

Baby Soltyswas about threeincheslong at the
time of death and weighed about an ounce. It had
never taken a breath of air. Baby Soltyswasa 3-
month-old fetus.

Had Nikolay Soltys' wife chosen to abort the
fetus herself, she could have done so without re-
percussions. Roe v. Wade makes clear that “ per-
son” asused in the 14th Amendment doesnot in-
cludethe unborn.

But in a handful of states, this same fetus be-
comesa“human being” for the purposes of pros-
ecuting a defendant who brings about itsend. In
other words, thelaw recogni zesthefetusasaform
of lifeentitled to protectionin someinstancesbut
not in others.

This contradiction stopped me in my tracks.
How could | reconcilethefact | amfiercely pro-
choicebut also believeanassailant should beheld
criminally responsiblefor ending thelife of afe-
tus?

| began to think of thewomen | know who had
bonded withthelifeinsidethem, womenwho had

| wasinacompany officelast week whereall of
theempl oyeessharethesamebathroom, likethey
do on “Ally McBea” and “Hogan’'s Heroes.”
Therewasabig signonthewall that said, “ Guys,
thisisnot the hockey locker room. Please show a
little sensitivity.”

WEell, this message really piqued my curiosity.
Obviously, there had been a problem, but what
exactly werethey talking about?And, moreimpor-
tantly, whoarethey talkingto?My guessisthey’re
talking to the single guys. Any married man has
already beenthroughthebathroomlearning curve
andknowsthat noneof thisareaishisterritory any
longer. Not the sinks, not the shower, not the
countertop — and especially not the mirror. Any
singleman enteringacommunal restroomiscom-
ing face to face with the fundamental reality of
cohabitational relationships: You canhavethegirl
or the bathroom. Not both.

BORDERLINE FRIENDS

Weall havesomefriendsthat wedon'tlikevery
much. Yes, welikethem—just notvery much.And
sometimes we decide to cut them loose for that
reasonand spendtimeonly withthefriendswelike
alot. Thisisahuge mistake. My experience has
been that no matter how many or how few friends
youhave, youwill dwayshavesomethat youdon't
like very much. Trying to up the average by thin-
ningtheherdisadippery slope. Asyou decrease
your number of somewhat unsatisfactory friends,
you automatically increase the standards for the
keepers. Eventually, you get downtotwofriends,
and one of them will inadvertently say or do the

waited yearsto get pregnant and treasured the fe-
tus that would become their child. What if aman
attacked oneof these pregnant women, andthelife
inside her ended?

Thewomanlosesmorethanafetus. Shelosesthe
motherhood that waswaiting afew months away.
Shelosesher potential child'ssquealsontheplay-
groundslide, hislittlehand slippingintohers. The
personresponsi bleshouldbeprosecuted. Yet, if the
same woman had decided to end her own preg-
nancy, | would support her without reservation.

| had to ask myself why | favor protecting the
fetusin one case and not protecting it in another.

Theanswer ischoice.

Choiceistheprincipleat theheart of Roev. Wade.

Anditistheprincipleat theheart of California’s
law, which allows the Sacramento D.A. to pros-
ecute Nikolay Soltysin thedeath of hiswife'sfe-
tus.

In oneinstance, awoman has chosen to end her
pregnancy. And in the other, an assailant has cho-
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wrongthing—andthenyou’' redowntoone. Once
youdropthat|ast one, you' rereally introuble. By
thistime, you' ve axed so many relatively nice
people that you aren’t even good enough to pass
your own test. Now you start disliking yourself,
and that way lies madness.

Don'tletitever getthatfar. Thenexttimeyou're
withfriendsyou don’t likevery much, greet them
warmly, thank them sincerely, and keepthemfor-
ever. In10years, you'll feel good about yourself.
It may even start now.

WARDROBE CHANGES

No matter how muchyoulikecertainarticlesof
clothing, therecomesatimewhenyou haveto get
rid of them. Hereareafew signsthat you’ vebeen
wearing the same clothesway too long:

— A homeless person offersyou ashirt.

—Youlook at your old high school pictures, and
you’ rewearing the same pants.

— Your sportsjacketisinstylefor thethirdtime
sinceyou bought it.

— Your dad’sclothes are newer than yours.

— Oneof your sweatersblew off theclothesline
and aneighbor used it to wash hiscar.

— Teen-agersthink you look cool.
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man’s right to choose

senfor her.

| think it'sdifficult for some pro-choice women
to support any law that gives fetuses the status of
people. They fear the anti-abortion folks will use
theselawsashammerswith whichto chip away at
Roev. Wade. After al, they will argue, if afetusis
defined asahumaninonelaw, why notinall laws?

Thisfear islegitimate. In May, the House ap-
provedabill that would makeit afederal offenseto
injureor kill afetusduring aviolent crime against
themother. Theact would, for thefirst timein fed-
era law, define afetus as a person — baldly con-
tradicting Roev. Wadeand presumably giving anti-
abortionistsammunitionfor aSupremeCourt chal-
lenge.

Whilel understand the potential threat, | believe
the abortion-rights laws and the so-called fetus-
protection laws are not contradictory. The issue
among themisnot fetal rights, no matter what lan-
guage the lawmakers want to use. The issueis
women'srights. Andinthat vein, thestatel awsand
even the Republican-backed House bill are, at the
core, as pro-choice as Roe v. Wade: They protect
the right of awoman to make decisions about her
pregnancy for herself by prosecutingthosewhotake
that decision out of her hands.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.

The seat of power

LIVEAND IN PERSON

My wife and | were sitting, watching television
theother night. Weweren'treally talking much. Just
kind of vegging out, staring at the tube with that
glazed look on our faces that comes over most
coupleswho’ vebeenmarriedfor awhile. Suddenly,
anewsannouncer interruptedtheshow, saying*“We
takeyoulive....” Weboth sat up and immediately
gave the tube our full attention. Now, the story
turned out to be about afirein town caused by an
elderly gentleman who had not yet grasped there-
|ationshi p between cigarette smoking and gasoline.

But the thing that struck me was that we were
snapped out of asemi-comatose state by someguy
saying “Wetakeyoulive....” It wasexciting. And
to think we could have had the same effect on each
other the whole evening just by striking up acon-
versation. | was going to mention that ideato my
wife, but | wanted towatch theend of theprogram.

QUOTE OF THE DAY: “It'seasy to fall adleep
when everything getstired at the sametime. | al-
wayshaveafew stragglers.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ TheRed Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALove Sory.”
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