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Lines of five or more cars were commonin Goodland Tuesday afternoon
as word of rising regional gas prices sent travelers, locals and North-
west Kansas Technical College students to Goodland stationsin searchof
the cheapest gas possible. Shortly after 3 p.m. Cowboy Loop, 17th and
Main, Goodland, increased unleaded gas prices twenty cents in one hike
to just shy of $1.93 per gallon. Credit card terminals were bogged down
due to Americans hitting gas stations and grocery stores during the late
afternoon hours. Cowboy Loop clerks got out manual credit card ma-

chines.
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Most, butnotall, stations
raise prices day of tragedy
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fuel prices, but her policy isnottogive
gasoline prices out over the phone.

Presto did not run out of gas, she
said, and has another shipment on the
way.

Despite rumors that gas pricesin
other cities had skyrocketed to be-
tweenfour and ninedollarsper gallon,
the pricesin Goodland were between
$1.71 and $1.99 per gallon.

“Most of the gas stations in Good-
land heldtheline,” Hansen said. “1'm
pleased with that.”

Kansas Attorney General Carla J.
Stovall warnedgasolineretailersinthe
state Tuesday that her officewill inves-

tigate alleged price gouging.

The Kansas Consumer Protection
Act, shesaid, saysthat it isunconscio-
nableto exceedthepriceat whichsimi-
lar property or services are readily
available.

Stovall saidretail erscharging exor-
bitant amountsfor gasolineareshame-
fully attempting to make an immoral
profit from anational tragedy.

A local retailer agreed.

“1 hope that the people that gouged
the consumer will pay somehow,”
Hansen said.

The price of gasoline at the Good-
land Sinclair, the only locally-owned
gasstation, stayed at $1.66 throughthe
panic.

Students work through tragedy
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sands.

A fourth hijacked airliner crashed
near Pittsburgh later in the day, push-
ing the number of killed passengersto
266. The final death toll may not be
known for weeks. While officials are
sureitwasaterrorist attack, they’ renot
surewhichorganizationisresponsible.

Thetragedy touchedlivesacrossthe
country and world. Most people spent
the day watching television or listen-
ingtotheradio, witnessingthecarnage
and hearing screams of terror.

In Goodland, the radio stations
stoppedregular programmingat 8a.m.
and focused primarily on theterrorist
attacks until 4 a.m. today. Airplanes
bound for Californiaand other places
wereforcedtolandat Renner Field, as
all aircrafts were ordered down and
most interstate travel was halted.

Teachersin Goodland explainedthe
tragedy to students and talked about
what terrorismis. Studentswatchedthe
violence unfold on television and the
Internet. TheNorthwest KansasTech-
nical Collegeputitscrisismanagement
planinto effect, offering students and
instructors counseling.

Curtis Duncan, program director at
KKCI RadioinGoodland, saidthesta-
tiontried to givelistenersasmuch lo-
cal information as possible, announc-
ingprayer servicesandairing people’'s
reactions. He said the station gave its
first report about five minutesafter the
first plane crashed into the trade cen-
ter.

“We had many calls,” Duncan said.
“People were saddened. Most of the
commentswere positive.”

One woman called, he said, to say
the station shouldn’t be announcing
President Bush’slocation.

“Shejust thought it wasabsurd,” he
said. “| explainedto her andthelisten-
ers that CNN was broadcasting that,
not us.”

Ken Clouse, president of thetechni-
cal college, said classes weren’t can-
celed, but the institution put its crisis
management plan into effect, with a
notice going out that counseling was
availableinthe administration office.

“It’snot ahighly formalized plan,”
hesaid. “Wejust takealittle different
look at thingsandtry tobeextraunder-
standing.”

Clousesaidadministratorsareaware
that studentscomefromseveral states,

and some could have had friends or
family memberskilled orinjuredinthe
attacks.

“Thesethingshavesomereally far-
reachingimpacts,” hesaid, notingthat
the tragedy disturbed and saddened
students, but there were no serious
problems.

“Everything really went smoothly,
considering...,” Clousesaid. “It’sjust
aterrible, terribleday in history.”

He said students were shocked and
had the same comments as most oth-
ers.

“They made comments like, ‘Who
could think of something like this?”
he said, “and ‘You just don’t know
what peoplewill dotoday.’”

Just getting homefromwork, Clouse
said, hehadn’t hadtimetowatchmuch
televisionduringtheday, but wasplan-
ningtoflipiton.

“Itwill bealot to absorb,” hesaid.

Whileschool administratorstriedto
keep businessasusual, they said they
felt it was important to let students
know what was going on.

At North Elementary School, Pam
Hardy, the head teacher, said teachers
discussed what terrorismis, allowed
students to watch coverage of the at-
tacksonthetelevisionandInternet and

had a question and answer session at
the end of the day.

JimMull, Grant Junior High princi-
pal, said teachers allowed studentsto
talk about theattacks, but triedtomain-
tain anormal classroom setting.

“Asthe president said,” Mull said,
“wewanttogivethepeoplethat didthis
aslittle satisfaction as possible as far
asdisrupting our lives.”

Sharon Gregory, Central Elemen-
tary principal, saidteachersexplainec
what happened and | et studentswatch
thenewscastsonatelevisionintheli-
brary.

“Wereassured thekidsthat they are
safe here,” she said, “because that's
alwaysaconcern.”

After learning about the attacks at
school, afifth grade student wrote &
poem at home and brought it to the
prayer serviceat United Methodist.

After the service, Tashaya Abbott,
11, walkedto thefront of thechurchtc
ask Pastor Ramey if shecouldread her
poem, which talked about the sadness
and confusion the day’s events had
caused.

“They can rebuild the buildings,”
Tashaya spoemended, “but they can't
rebuildtheheartsthat werel ost today.”

Hijackersmay havetrainedinFlorida
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said it will comply with requests
quickly.

The FBI interviewed Voss, the
Venice, Fla., about two men who
stayedwithhimandhiswifefor aweek
in July 2000 whiletaking small-plane
flight training at themunicipal airport.

FBI agents“informed methat there
were two individual s that were stu-
dents at Huffman Aviation, my em-
ployer, and FBI told methey werein-
volved in yesterday’s tragedy,” Voss
said.

Thecoupleaccepted thetwomen as
houseguestsasafavor tothecompany,
Vosssaid. Themen, who stayed just a
few days, trained at the airport and
cameto the houseto sleep, hesaid.

Thegovernment believesthehijack-
ersweretrained pilotsandthat threeto
fivewereaboard each of four airliners
that crashedintheworst terrorist attack
ever inthe United States, said Justice
Department spokeswoman Mindy
Tucker. She said the conclusion was
based on information gathered from
frantic phonecallsmadeby passengers
onthedoomed jets.

“1t appearsfrom what weknow that
thehijackerswereskilled pilots,” said
Tucker.

Tucker declinedto comment onevi-
dencelinking theattacksto bin Laden
or whether authorities have executed
search warrants.

Lawmakers, including Sen. Orrin
Hatch, R-Utah, believebinLadenmay
have been behind the attacks. “| don’t
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think everyonein Congresshasenough
information to make those assump-
tions,” Tucker said.

Shesaidinvestigatorsarefollowing
all credibleleads, but declinedtocom-
ment on whether the government is
closetoarrestinganyone. The700tips
camefromaspecial FBl Web siteseek-
ing information on the attacks.

From broken bits of hijacked air-
planes to intelligence intercepts, the
FBl iscollectingevidenceinitssearch
for thoseresponsiblefor theattacks. At
the Pentagon, an FBI team recovered
parts of the airplane’s fuselage and
sought the black box recorder that
could provide conversationsfrom the
cockpits of the doomed planes.

“Everythingispointinginthedirec-

tionof Osamabin Laden,” said Hatch,
thetop Republican onthe Senate Judi-
ciary Committee.

A flight manifest fromoneof theill-
fated flights included the name of &
suspected bin L aden supporter, Hatch
and several law enforcement officials
confirmed. And U.S. intelligence ob-
tained communications between bin
Laden supporters discussing
Tuesday’s attacks on the World Trade
CenterinNew York and the Pentagon,
Hatch said.

“They haveanintercept of somein-
formationthat included peopleassoci-
ated with bin Laden who acknow!-
edged acoupleof targetswerehit,” he
said.

Hatch declined to be more specific.
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