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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Expense of upgrade
not worth trouble

The government wants citiesand countiesto spend million
of dollarsupgrading emergency tel ephonesystemsand cellu-
lar carriersto replace most of their equipment so phones can
report exactly wherethey are being used.

Countieshave spent thousandson street signsinrural areas
that aren’t required by any law, and phoneuserswill bebilled
for millionsmoreto pay for changesin 911 and cellular equip-
ment.

No onecan show areal needfor all thisexpense, andit may
not be such ahot ideato have our phones constantly inform-
ing on our location anyway.

Sure, therearestoriesthat occasionally someonecallsinan
emergency, or islost and hurt, and has no ideawhere to tell
rescuersto go. It happens. Cellular 911 callsoftenwind upin
thewrong county, sincethey generally gotothecounty where
thetower islocated, not necessarily wherethecalleris.

But theexpenseof replacing every cell phoneinthecountry
with models that can report their location by using Global
Positioning Satellite service will be enormous. Then we still
will haveto pay for new equipment at cellular towers and at
emergency dispatch stations, let alone the switching gear
needed by phone companies.

Emergency officialshavetheir eyeson extendingthe* 911"
tax now collected onland-linephonestocellular service. Evi-
denceinthe Kansas L egisature the last few years, however,
showed that many cities and counties had plenty of 911 gear
and were spending the money on buildings, portable laptop
computers for police officers and other frills not related to
actual 911 service.

Now they want more.

Few have even mentioned theimplications of having com-
puter recordsof whereeachandevery call apersonmakescame
from. It would be awhole new field for law enforcement to
delveinto, at the expense of our privacy.

And while there are some reports of real problems when
people do not know wherethey are when calling 911, even a
few sound bad. But doesthat justify spending billions of dol-
larsand compromising our basic freedomsalittle more?

It soundslike aboondoggle of thefirst order to me.

—SeveHaynes
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Annual Arkansas trek turns into minor miracle

My sister and mother and | took our annual trek
to Arkansasto visit relatives last week. It turned
out tobemoreof areligiousexperiencethan | had
thought.

We had an uneventful trip down, leaving at 8
a.m. Thursday morning. On Friday wevisited my
87-year-old aunt, mother’sonly living sister, who
just got out of the hospital.

Wethenwenttovisitacousin. Judy isjustayear
older than | am, but shehasnoimmediatefamily,
only aunts, uncles and cousins. A single woman,
she has never had children and wasan only child
herself. She spent much of her lifein the service
(Army and Navy) andretiredto Dardanelle, Ark.,
adozenyearsagoto carefor her widowed mother,
who died |ast year.

Now Judy lives alone with a couple of aged
bassett hounds. Sheisdowntoapair of dogsfrom
four afew yearsago. Sheisasbad about dogsas|
amabout cats. Actually, shelovesall animalsand
would beavegetarianif her doctor would let her.

An uncle and aunt, who live near Little Rock,
cametovisit. They had beento Branson, Mo., and
cameby to say hi.

We had a great time visiting everyone, but by
Saturday wefigured it wastimeto doalittletour-
ing.

Judy took us to Subiaco, Ark., where the

|cynthia
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4 ® open season

Benedictine abbey was having itsannual artsand
craftsfair. WhileJudy isn’t Catholic, shelovesthe
peanut brittle one of the monks makesfor Christ-
mas every year and was hoping to get some. The
rest of uswerejust out to seethe sightsand maybe
tour the abbey, which wasfounded in 1878.

The abbey was beautiful and we ended up with
somenicekeepsakesto takehome— somehome-
made bread and some prayer cards.

Judy picked up onewithapictureof St. Francis
of Assisi (as| said, shelovesall animalsand feels
an affinity withthelittlemonk who talked to birds
andfish.)

| got St. Francisand acard with apicture of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, a beautiful painting of
Mary comfortingthechild Jesus. Itisa sothename
of thechurchwherel wasbaptized, confirmed and
married.

We returned to Judy’ s house and said our good-
byesto her and to mother’s sister and a coupl e of

cousinswhodropped by tosay hello,and hittheroad
for homewith plansto stop by awinery.

Thewinery wasfun and we got to taste acoupl e
of thenew vintages, includingonecalled Cynthiana.
At $23.50 abottle, we decided we liked the name
better thanthewineand bought acookbook instead.

Aswe started onward, Mom said alittle prayer
toOur Lady, askingfor hel pfindingachurchonour
way home so we could go to Masseither on Satur-
day night or Sunday morning.

Weimmediately spottedasigndirectingusto St.
Mary’sCatholic Church. | figuredthechanceswere
pretty imthat alittle, out-of-the-way churchinthe
Ozark Mountai nswoul d haveserviceson Saturday
night, andifitdiditwouldprobably a ready bedone
or not start for several hours.

We pulledinto the parking lot at 5 p.m. and read
the sign. Mass— 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m.
Sunday.

Mother poked meintheribsand smiled.

Inside the church, the usher handed Mom abul -
letin. Aswe sat down my ribsgot another surprise.
St. Mary’s had another name — Our Lady of Per-
petual Help.

Mom considersthisaminor miracle. I’ mnot ar-
guing. It's never done me any good to argue with
my mother or with God. Sometimes, it’ sbetter just
to shut up and kneel down.

We should stop praying and prepare for war

“They counted on Americato bepassive...they
countedwrong,” President Ronald Reagansaidin
1986 after Libyan terrorist attacks on American
military personnel in Europe.

“Wedidn’tjourney thisfar becausewe' remade
of sugar candy,” Winston Churchill said in 1942
during the Blitz of London.

It is sad what is done in the name of religion.
OsamabinLaden’sblindedfollowersarejustlike
someof my former students. They aresuckersfor
peer pressure. Bin Laden promisesthem atrip to
heaven if they kill themselvesin a“mission” for
their god...they agree.

In the fundamentalist Islamic religion, heaven
isSNOT wheremost peoplegowhenthey die. Only
if you participatein somevita “mission” for your
god do you actually “earn” atrip to paradise. So
these despicableactsweredoneall inthe name of
religion. Bin Laden and hisfollowers despisethe
U.S. because we are a predominantly Christian
society. Our beliefsmakeus*“infidels’ to them.

My thoughts, asevery Americans , arewiththe
victimsandtheir families. Wheredothesevictims
get their retribution?

First, weneed to go after the statesthat sponsor
terrorism.

Bin Laden isknown to livein Afghanistan be-
cause he can bribe the Afghan government to ig-
nore international requests for his capture.
Afghanistan’sleadersshouldthereforebetargeted.

An Islamic fundamentalist group called the

Pastor thankful to be I

Tothe Editor:

How thankful | amtobeinthiscity, of al cities,
during thesetragic times!

Intimessuchasthese, itisacomfort tobearound
thoseof great faith, thosewith both spirit and con-
viction. Thiscommunity hasall of the above.

Thesensel essdeath and devastationthat wasvis-
iteduponour largest of sister citiesmay just aswell
have happened here.

Peopleof thiscommunity immediatel y beganto
cometogether inan effort to show solidarity with
those who are suffering.

Althoughour church buildingwasused tomanu-
facturethethousandsof ribbonsthat arebeingdis-
tributed throughout our city, theworkers, thema-
terials, the equipment, the funds, and the spirit
came from the many churches and businesses
throughout northwest K ansas.

Our effort to show support and love for those
who have suffered personal loss in this tragedy,
seems so trivial and petty compared to what are
enduringtoday andwill haveto continuetoendure
tomorrow.

mitch
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® the soundgarden

TalibancontrolstheAfghangovernment. They are
soextremeintheir viewsthat they actually believe
thelranianlslamicrevolutionin 1979didn’tgofar
enough. TheTaliban hassaid aslateastwomonths
ago that they want to see evidence bin Laden is
guilty beforethey attempt to capture him. | guess
we heed to send videotape or anewspaper picture
to these corrupt puppets of hate and death.

Thevictimsare powerlessto stop the cowardly
actsthat ended their lives.

WeastheUnited Statesare NOT powerless. As
JapaneseAdmiral Tojosaid after theattack on Pearl
Harbor, “I’m afraid we have awakened asleeping
giant.”

A sleeping giant has been awakened.

Thewar that weare about to embark onwill not
have easy targetsor an easy way to know wehave
won. Terrorist “freeagents’ can makeabombthe
size of aballpoint pen out of a plastic explosive
called simtex. This pen-sized explosive could
bring down an airliner.

WeasAmericanshavetobepreparedfor along,
tough and at times frustrating war with these ter-
rorist cellsthat push chaosontheworld. Wecan't
just identify one country, one city, one neighbor-
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® to the editor

Wemust remember to continueour prayersiong
after theheadlinesshrink againtonormal size, and
the story becomes history. Their grief will never
fully diminish and their horrible memories will
continue to endure. Our prayers for them should
endureaswell.

My heart right now istugged in so many direc-
tions.

Goodland in particular tugs with a vengeance.
This city, known for its enduring patriotism and
family values, genuinely feel sthegrief and confu-
sionthat New Yorkersandtherest of thenationare
experiencing.

Asacity, wewill mournwiththem, wewill pray
forthem, andwehurt greatly for them. Althoughit

hood or onebuilding onamap and expect dropping
onebombwill settleit. The cowardswho attacked
our freedom and liberty yesterday obviously have
great command, control and reconnai ssance. They
aretalented. Therewill not be awhite flag waved
by any of them.

Wehaveadebt of honor tothevictimsof the Sep-
tember 11thattacks. Weowethosevictims. Nobody
just gave us the rights we cherish as Americans.
Peoplefought and died for them. Thevictimsdied
for them too.

Our place in the world is based on just a few
simpleideas, andif weturnour backsonthoseidess,
and thevictims, everything we say we stand for as
acountry isalie.

Americans were murdered by cowards. Some
people say theseterrorist cellsdon't represent the
threat tofreedom and theAmericanway of lifethat
theNazisand Imperial Japandid. | disagree. How
many people need to be killed by these cowardly
peopleto represent athreat?

In America, we can be afraid, but we can never
befearful. Wearenot madeof sugar candy. Wemust
raiseour headsfrom prayer andlock our gaze onto
the challenges ahead.

Thiswar may not have a clean ending, but we
must go after those countriesthat support theseter-
rorist groups, because it is only then that we can
attack thoseterrorist groups on their hometurf.

Libya, Syria, Cyprus, Pa estine, Afghanistan, and
al the rest...beware the giant was awakened on
Tuesday, September 11, 2001, adatewhichwill live
ininfamy.

n Goodland in tragic times

wasonly about six yearsago that | discovered that
Goodlandislocated intheheart of America, it was
not until after | moved here, that | madethediscov-
ery that theheart of Americaistruly foundin Good-
land.

We as acity and hopefully as anation will con-
tinueto draw together in prayer; after all, weclaim
tobe" onenation, under God, indivisible.” Frommy
experience, thisfinecity, Goodland, Kan., embod-
ies and embraces these principles particularly in
times such asthese.

Thank you, Goodland, for your faithfulnessand
patriotism in supporting our countrymen in these
tryingtimes. Let’scontinuewiththeflags, thereds,
thewhitesand the blues, and most importantly, the
prayers.

L et’sask that the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard the hearts and minds
of those who now suffer.

John Coumerilh, pastor
Word of Life Foursguare Church
Goodland



