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Saints and Sinners: Thoughts go to end of summer

| sat two pewsbehind former first lady Bar-
bara Bush at St. Ann’s Episcopal Churchin
Kennebunkport, Maine, one Sunday this Au-
gust.

| wentuptointroducemyself after theservice.
“Did you know Dean Emerson?’ | asked. “|
knew Dean Emersonwell for many years,” she
replied.

We were referring to the late Rev. Chester
Emerson, dean of Trinity Cathedral in Cleve-
land. For many years, he occupied the pulpit at
St. Ann’sduring the summer months.

Dean Emerson inspired me to go into the
ministry. He gave the “ charge to the minister”
at my ordination.

“Love your Lord and make him master of
your life,” hesaid. “Let noother loyalty detract
fromthat loyalty, for all other loyaltiesaredeep-
ened and enriched inthe measurethat your de-

votion deepens.”

Thosewords are still on my wall and in my
heart.

CLANG, CLANG, CLANG
WENT THETROLLEY

When | was growing up, most boys wanted
to be policemen, firemen, sports stars or the
president of the United States. | wantedto bea
motorman on atrolley. When | rodethe street-
car, | would stand behind the motorman’s sta-
tion at thefront of the car and watch ashe ma-
ni pul ated the control sthat madethecar stopand
go.

Now, eonslater, my wishto becomeamotor-
man hascometrue. | passed thetest at the Sea-
shore Trolley Museum in Kennebunkport,
Maine. | took old Car No. 22 onatwo-milerun
and now have my motorman'’s certificate duly
signed by my instructor, aretired physicist
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named John Middleton.

| have always had respect for the working
man. To me, there is something noble about a
workman plying histrade.

| have been alaboring man myself. | once
workedfor thestatehighway department clean-
ingthestreets. | bel ongtothe Newspaper Guild.
Before Heywood Broun founded the guild,
newspaper people worked for a pittance.
Thankstotheguild, they arenow assured are-

saints & sinners

spectablewage.

| have been amember of the American Fed-
eration of Television and Radio Artists, an or-
ganization that iswilling to take to the picket
linesto get asquare deal for creative people.

| wonder whether thisiswhy the mediaare
often accused of being liberal. We who had to
startfromthebottomandwork hardtoget where
wearetendto stick upfor thosewhowant their
small share of the scandal ous overabundance
of theBill Gatesesof theworld. For thisweare
called bleeding-heart liberals.

THE TABLE GRACE GOESPUBLIC

Oneeffect of the"family values’ crazeisthat
morefamiliesaresayinggraceat meals—even
in restaurants. Recently, | wassittingnexttoa
family at an outdoor restaurantin Maine. When
their meal came, they interrupted their conver-
sation, bowed their heads, and prayed aloud.

It reminded me of something | saw in ares-
taurant in Cleveland, Ohio. The businessman
sitting next to me had his fork poised to start
eatingwhenheheardalittlegirl, sittingwith her
family, start to pray.

Heput hisfork downandwaited until shewas
finished. The owner of the restaurant was so
moved by thisincident that heput “ gracecards’
at every table.

Our favorite grace at our house was com-
posed by Geo Beach, abroadcaster for National
Public Radioin Alaska:

L et’sthank the farmer who grew it from the
ground,

Thanks to the truckers who hauled it intc
town,

Thanksto the cookswho made usthis great
feed,

And thank you, God, for giving usthe seed.

National Baptists recovering and moving on two years after scandal

By Ashley H. Grant
Associated Press Writer

MINNEAPOLIS—Asany spiritual
adviser will tell you, the road to re-
demptionislong.

And so it’s been for the National
Baptist Convention USA, Inc., the
nation’s largest black denomination,
struggling to heal woundsinflicted by
itsformer president.

In 1999, the Rev. Henry Lyonswas
convicted of swindling more than $4
million to fund alavish lifestyle that
included a mistress, jewelry and
Florida waterfront property. He also
stole $250,000 that had been donated
torebuild burnedblack churchesinthe
South.

“The Convention had been sorely
wounded by thewidespreadallegations
of improprietiesandirregul aritiescon-
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nected with its leadership and opera-
tions,” current president William J.
Shaw wrote in his annual report. The
document was distributed at the
denomination’s annual meeting that
ended Sept. 7in Minneapoalis.

Shaw was €elected president of the
Nashville-based denominationin 1999
and has worked to restore confidence
inthe organization.

Hiscampaign mottowasVISA, for
Vision, Integrity, Structure and Ac-
countability.

Those who know him say the posi-
tionisfitting for aman who created a
centralized accounting and budgeting
system when he was president of the
Pennsylvaniaconventionfrom1978to
‘84,

The national convention needed a
fiscal watchdog and honest |eader, and
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many members and experts believe
Shaw meetsthose requirements.

“We've had some problems, but
we're Christian people,” said Andre
Grier, a 44-year-old pastor from
Lithonia, Ga. “We're so excited about
Dr. Shaw.”

The 67-year-old Philadelphia
preacher is donating his annual
$100,000saary for eachof thenextfive
yearsto several collegesasspecial en-
dowments. He said he also conducted
arigorous review of the convention’'s
financial records.

“WEe veattemptedtoreshapehowwe
handle our finances— we haven’t fin-
ished, but we're still working on it,”
Shaw told thousands of members dur-
ing hisaddress at the meeting.

He set up a common registration
point at meetings, €liminatingtheprac-

tice of collecting money at scattered
sites, something that he said left funds
ripefor mischief.

“There was some people walking
around with the money in their pock-
ets. Theirweresomepeoplecarryingit
to their hotel rooms, some carrying it
back homeand somedepositingit,” he
said.

The convention also has signifi-
cantly cut itsdebt.

Inthelast two years, administrators
at thechurch’sWorld Center headquar-
ters said they have cut the debt from
$2.8 million to about $900,000. The
American Baptist College reported
raisingmoremoney inthelast year than
ever before.

At Thursday’s meeting, between
singing and clapping, churchmembers
fromacrossthecountry donated tensof

thousands dollars to rebuilding the
church.

Anthony Pinn, areligious studies
professor at Macalester Collegein St.
Paul, saidtheNational Baptistsseemto
bebouncing back fromtheLyonsscan-
dal.

“Therehasn’t beenatremendousfall
away intermsof membership,” hesaid.
“Onethingthat hashel pedthenational
conventionisthat Shaw hasbeenwill-
ingtoacknowl edgethestrugglesrather
than suggest conspiracy theories.”

Italsohelpsthat local congregations
retain significant authority, said Pinn,
an expert on black religion.

The National Baptist organization
wasfounded by ex-dlavesand hasroots
dating back to1880. DuringLyons ten-
ure, thedenomination claimed asmany
as8.5millionmembers, although some

say the actual figureisfar lower. The
convention has hired a statistician to
determine by January how many
churches and members belong to the
denomination.

Shaw believes more than 5 million
people consider themselves National
Baptists, but hehasnoway of knowing
for sure. He will be working to draw
new members.

Melvin Bishop, a pastor from Bir-
mingham, Ala., who hasattended con-
ventionsfor 28years, saidthenational
convention’ smost dauntingimmediate
challengewill betoreachthis" dot-com
generation.”

Inthemeantime, he said, thechurch
isstill healing from Lyons' actions.

“Progress is being made,” he said.
“Just as any wound — if it’s not untc
death— it will get better.”
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‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

Short & Son Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main il




