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Sports

owgirls head to Colorado

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

After losing to Scott City at aquad
match on Tuesday, the Cowgirls var-
sity volleyball team is headed for a
tournament at Overland High School
inAurora, Colo., on Saturday witha5-
1 season record.

Goodland lost itsfirst match of the
season at the quad in Leoti, falling to
theonly teamto beat the Cowgirlslast
year, aloss which kept Goodland out
of state competition.

Scott City, the third team the Cow-
girlsfaced, defeated Goodland intwo
games, 15-10 and 15-7.

Coach Jerry McKee said the Cow-
girls played well, but the Beavers
played better.

“We played well against them,”
McKee said, “but passing flaws af -
fected us. They’ ve got aniceteam.”

Goodland dominated its first two
matches, beating Lakin 15-5, 15-12
and Leoti 15-9, 15-2.

Overall the Cowgirlslooked strong
in Leoti, McKee said, adding that he
expects the same at this weekend's
tournament, whereGoodlandwill face
top-notch Colorado players.

“We |looked good,” the coach said,
“andwe' regetting better and stronger.
We'll see where we are by substate
time.”

Last year’s Cowgirls, who were
ol der and moreexperienced, headedto
thesub-statetournament withaperfect
record, but lost to Scott City in thefi-
nals.

Thejuniorvarsity Cowgirlsattended
atournament in Aurora on Saturday,
beating two of the four teams they
played, and now it'sthevarsity’sturn.

“1f wehaveall of our peoplehealthy,
wewill dowell,” McKee said, noting
that acoupleof theplayersarenursing
injuriesthisweek.

Thetournament will start at 9 am.,
with the Cowgirls facing teams from
Broomfield, SierraandAuroraCentral

Freshmen team
loses tournament

Despite spurts of strong play, the
Cowgirls’ freshman volleyball team
lost all three matchesthey played at a
tournament at Max Jones Fieldhouse
on Saturday.

Freshman and “C” teams from St.
Francis, Sharon Springs, Atwood, Gar-
den City and Benkelman, Neb., played
in the tournament, which started at 9
am.

Goodland’sfreshmanteamfaced St.
Francisfirst, playing a strong match
and taking the second game, but fall-
ing inthe end. Goodland lost thefirst
game7-15, heldonfor avictory inthe
second 17-15, but slippedin thethird,
letting St. Francistakeit 10-15.

TheCowgirlsdidn’tlook asgoodin
the next two matches, against Sharon
Springsand Benkelman, scoring only
three pointsin the last two games.

Sharon Springs took Goodland 16-
14inthefirstgameand 15-5inthesec-
ond, and Benkelman rolled to Cow-
girls15-1inthefirst and 15-2.

Coach Dave Hardy the girls' play
was inconsistent, with sloppy execu-
tion often interrupting a few minutes

of strong play.

“We were just really inconsi stent,”
he said. “If we can fix alittle of that,
we'll beOK.”

Thecoach saidtheteamwasmaking
alot of littlemistakes, which added up
tobiglosses.

“We need to cut the mental mis-
takes,” hesaid, “and do abetter job of
passing.”

In other freshman games, Sharon
Springs beat St. Francis 15-8, 15-6;
Benkelmantook Sharon Springs15-7,
15-3; Benkelman beat St. Francis 15-
12,15-11; and Sharon Springstook St.
Francis 15-3, 15-17, 15-9.

In“C” team games, Benkelman
took St. Francis 15-12, 15-7; Atwood
beat Garden City 15-4, 15-2; St.
Francis beat Garden City 15-9, 15-1;
Benkel-man took Atwood 15-10, 15-
8; St. Francisbeat Atwood 15-10, 15-
11; Benkelman beat Sharon Springs
15-9, 15-4; Atwood took Sharon
Springs 15-8, 6-15, 15-12; Sharon
Springs beat Garden City 15-0, 15-4;
and Sharon Springs took St. Francis
15-8, 15-6.
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highschools. McK eesaid Broomfield
isranked inthetop 10in Class4A in
Colorado, thesameclassasGoodland.

Thecoach said heexpectsGoodland
or Broomfield to be tops in the pool,
thoughAuroraCentral hashiredanew
coachwhoisexpectedtomaketremen-
dousimprovementsto the program.

Twelve other teams from around
Colorado will attend, McKee said,
adding that the undefeated Overland
High School teamisranked seventhin
Class 5A and ateam from Weld Cen-
tral ranks high in Class 3A. He pre-
dictedwinnersof thethreeother pools
will beOverland, ArvadaHigh School
and Weld Central.

The coach said the tournament will
beagoodtest of how theCowgirlshave
devel oped thisseasonand whether the
players are able to adjust quickly and
pace themselves.

“We will be playing teams of cali-
ber,” he said. “It's a good time to see
whereweareright now. Wecan pretty

much tell if the players can adjust un-
der thetournament setting and handle
afull day of play.”

McKee said it's hard to size up the
competition before the tournament
becauseit’sstill early intheseasonand
teams haven't had achanceto build a
reputation.

In Colorado, he said, players are
able to choose the high school they
attend and play for. Because of that,
he said, some teams may have new,
strong playersthisyear.

“That is what makes this tourna-
ment interesting,” he said. “We go
intoitwithalot of unknownfactors.”

Thecoach doesexpect theCowgirls
to have a chance to check out some
top-notch playersfrom other schools
andto havepeopl echeckingthemout,
too.

“College coaches visit the tourna-
ment to do scouting,” hesaid, “sowe
gettheexposureweneedfor Colorado
schools.”

Cowgirl Hannah Schlosser set up a spike during a match at a volleyball

tournament in Denver on Saturday.
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Goodland junior varsity Cowgirls Hannah Schlosser and Courtney
Schields blocked a kill from a Colorado Academy player at a varsity vol-
leyball tournament in Denver on Saturday.

Photos by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Junior varsity beat
by own errors in quad

The Cowgirl junior varsity volley-
ball team beat teams from Leoti and
Lakin Tuesday at aquad match, but lost
to Scott City, which also took down
Goodland's varsity players.

Coach Mitch Hixson said the Cow-
girlslooked strong through most of the
quadin Leoti, but madetoo many mis-
takes against Scott City, allowing the
Lady Beaversto take the match.

“We were as good as Scott City,”
Hixson said. “Wejust gavethemalot
of opportunity because of errors.”

The Cowgirls knocked over Leoti
15-9inthefirst game and 15-8 inthe
second and defeated Lakin 15-9inthe
first and 16-14 in the second. Though
the Cowgirlsput upagoodfight, Scott
City took the first game 9-15 and the
second 15-17.

Hixson said Goodland defeated
themselves with errors and inconsis-
tent play.
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CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Chris & Beth Lewon
“We do windows”

Combined ratesare
available to feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

“Wedug ourselvestoobigof ahole,”
he said. “If we played consistent, we
would have beaten Scott City, but we
gave them too many chances.”

Thecoach said theteamiscontinuing
toimprove.

“We'rejust trying to get consistent,”
hesaid. “Whenwe' reconsistent and ag-
gressive, wecan play against anybody.”

Van for sale.

98 Pontiac M ontana Mini Van
white and gray, 4 door, power
dliding door, rear AC & heat, 4
captain chairs, rear radio con-
trols, keyless entry, all power,
44K miles, like new, but priced
at wholesale value $13,900.
Call 785-899-6308
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Call 821-1628
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