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commentary

from our viewpoint...

The U.S. can't ignore
terrorism: this 1S war

No doubt, thiscountry isat war.

Ittakesanevent likelast Tuesday — Pearl Harbor, Fort
Sumter, thesacking of theWhiteHouse—to get usfight-
ing mad.

For years, we have ignored terrorists, hoping perhaps
that they would go away.

Now we havevowed to root them out, hunt them down
and wipe them out. We will have to make good on our
pledge, or wewill pay theprice. Itisn't going to befun.

Itwill bealongwar. Fiveyears, maybe adecade. Con-
ceivably more.

TheUnited Statesisthemost powerful nationon earth,
but theterroristshaveshownthat cunning, stealth, prepa-
ration and surprise can be more important than military
power. They will not be easy to find or eliminate. The
campaignwill require measuresthat thiscountry abhors.
Eliminating terroristsmeanstracking themdownintheir
hideouts and wiping them out, col d-blooded and messy.

Dowehavethestomachfor that?1f we reangry enough,
| guess.

Theterroristswill not beidle, especialy at first. They
were successful this time — though not al their teams
camethrough. Onecrashed short of itstarget, othersmay
havefailed. Therewill be more attacks. No placein this
country or abroad will besafe. Wecannot makeany place
safefrom terrorists— until we have eliminated them.

When they cometo this country, they use our freedom
against us. Wewill haveto give up some of our freedom
towin. Security will betight, tighter than wewill like.

But it will not be tight enough. Some maniacswill get
through. There will be more casualties, more innocent
liveslost.

Unlesswefight thiswar now, though, and seeit through,
our way of lifewill belost. Theterroristswill keep at us
until weretreat within our shores. Evil will be abroad in
theworld with no hand raised against it.

Wewill haveallies. Theentirewesternworld standswith
us. SodoesAsia. Soinfact, doesmost of thelslamicworld.
Terrorismistheenemy of freedomeverywhere.Whileour
country isthemaintarget, theworld knowsthat it cannot
affordto giveintoterror. Theworld has been shaken by
the events of Tuesday.

Will we prevail ?

Yes, if wekeep our resolveand remember that, likeour
forefathersbeforeus, wecannot affordtofail. Thereistoo
much at stake here.

But the pathwill belong, perhapsbloody, alwaysdiffi-
cult. When it mattered, though, and when we have been
aroused, Americahasnever failed. Nor shall wethistime.

God blessus. We have awar to win. — Steve Haynes
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Our country isinawar withanenemy who hides
in shadows.

Our enemy is a variety of cowardice cells of
blinded infidelswho use anoble cause, religion,
toanevil purpose. Theldamicreligion, whose850
million followers are called Muslims, is not the
enemy. The fanatics who hide behind religion to
gain political and cultural power are.

Islam is the youngest of the world’s universal
religions, originating in the seventh century. Its
chief spokespersonwasM uhammad, knownasthe
Prophet, or “the one who speaks for God.” He
chosethe name|slam becauseinArabic it means
“submissiontoor achieving peacewithAllah, the
OneGod.” Muslims are taught to submit to God.

Muhammad was orphaned as an infant and
raised by an uncle and grandfather.

During journeys as a young man he began to
examine his culture’s religious beliefs. Islam
teachesthat Abraham had taught afaithto Arabs,
but it was being disregarded by the time of
Muhammad. At the age of forty, hewasseized by
the conviction that he had been chosen by God to
be the prophet of a“true’ religion among Arabs.
During meditations, the archangel Gabriel came
to him as a messenger of God and told him to
preach.

IN610C.E., or Current Era, hebeganwritinghis
visions into a sacred “recitation” he called the
Qur’an. Still today itisconsidered by Muslimsto
be the authoritative word of God.

According to the teachings, it cancels and re-
placesall previousrevelationsfrom God, includ-
ingtheBibleandtheTorah. Allahexplainsthat the
original revelations by Jewish and Christian
prophets were corrupted and misunderstood by
thosereligions, so only theQur’ anisgenuineand
holy.

Recurringvisionsconfirmedto Muhammadthat
hewasthe prophet of Allah.

Muhammad a sowrotetheprimary [lamiclaws
and traditions, which affect all aspects of daily
Muslimlife.

The words Allah was pushing him to reveal,
Muhammad believed, were even moreimportant
than those given to Jews and Christians because
they were meant just for Arabsand werethefinal
revelation from God.
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Eventually, Muhammad united the tribes of
Arabiaunder theflag of Allahandthebrotherhood
of al Muslims. But not without violenceandblood,
asopponentsof Issamwerekilled to free up terri-
tory for Muhammad' s surge. After Muhammad's
deathin 632 C.E., opponents of ISam tried to re-
versethetrend, but by 634 all theopponentstoIs-
lam had been * put under the sword.”

A century later, thearmiesof 1slam had built an
empirefrom Northern Spainto India. Theidea of
“jihad” (holy war), with eternal rewardsaswell as
temporal plunder infightingfor Allah, spurredthe
Muslimsto victory. Today, thisisanidealslamic
extremists useto excusetheir barbaric behavior.

In 762, an Islamic leader founded the city of
Baghdad, now Saddam Hussein's capital in Irag.
It soon became the center of the Muslim world.
Eventually Baghdad declined, and wasfinished off
by the Mongol invasionsin the mid-1300s. The
Ottoman Empiregradually took possession of the
area, and captured Constantinoplein 1453. All of
Europe might have becomeMuslim and speaking
Arabic, if the Turkshadn’t been defeated in battle
at Vienna, Austriain 1683. The Turksretreated to
theMiddleEast wheretheir boundarieswererela-
tively untouched until World War |, when the Al-
liesstrippedit of itspower and splittheMiddleEast
into smaller states. The birth of Israel after World
War |1 split the former Islamic territory even fur-
ther, and created the pall which hangs over the
Middle East today.

ThebasicbeliefsM uhammad preached havere-
mained virtually unchanged over the last 1400
years. Outlined in the Qur’ an, the Muslim is ex-
pected to believe without question or argument.
They areto submit. By sodoing, oneisguaranteed
salvation in thisworld and the next.

Allahisthenamegivento God. Heisall-power-
ful and all knowing, all merciful and al compas-
sionate. He occupies athrone of eminencein the
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seventh heaven, with angels who do his bidding.
Muslimsdiffer from Christiansin their concept of
God because they look at Christian’s Trinitarian
formulaasbeing polytheistic. Allah, accordingto
theQur’ an,isboth L ord of the Day of Judgment and
themaker of theuniverse, and therul er of theworld
andthelordof all life.

Central toaMuslim’sfaithisthebelief inpredes-
tination and hencenofreewill. Muslimstherefore
tend to face lifewith afatal attitude. Muslims are
warned that their wrongdoings will be balancec
with the good with some falling into hell-fire anc
some moving to asensuous paradise. To avoid the
firesof hell, Muslim’s must be faithful to the Five
Pillarsof Islam, whichincludethingssuchasdaily
prayer and a month of fasting. While thereis an
important unity tolslam, Muslimsaredividedinto
two major sects: Shi’itesand Sunnites.

Bitter persecution has afflicted the Shi’ites, of-
ten forcing them underground and into violent re-
sistance. Shi’ites claim that the successors to
Muhammad should be relatives and part of
Muhammad'slineage.

They compose approximately 14 percent of all
Muslimsintheworldtoday, and areusually known
to bethe most violent.

|slamtoday isundergoing changes. Many funda-
mentalistsarebecomingactivetokeepthe” corrupt-
ing” influencesof thewest, a.k.athe United States,
away fromtheir culture.

Islamwasborn asareligiousand political revo-
lution, so Muslimterroristslikethe onesthat cow-
ardly attacked the U.S. on September 11, look to
Muhammadfor their playbook, the Qur’ anastheir
rulebook. At the heart of Islam is atie to Judeo-
Christian traditions. The verse of Psalm 111 says,
“Thefear of theL ordisthebeginning of wisdom,”
soMuslimssay fromtheQur’ an: “ Thehead of wis-
domisthefear of Allah.”

Knowing something of thelslamicreligionwill
beimportantinthenextfew yearsasthewar against
terrorist cells continues. The war will belong and
arduous, but awar the United Stateswill win.

Just remember notall Muslimsareterrorists, just
likenot al Christiansaretea-tottlers. The extrem:-
istsin each case arethereal shadowsinthisworlo
that hasquickly turned darker. Pleaseturnthelights
onwhenyouleave.

Red Cross volunteers disappointed by column

Tothe Editor:

We are very disappointed in the negative com-
mentsmadetoward theA merican Red Crossby last
Friday’sGoodland Daily Newsandwishto correct
theinaccuraciesreported in that column.

Thebloodmobilecomesto Goodlandfour times/
year and makes atotal of 49-plusvisitsannually
toall of northwest Kansas. Theeffort torecruit new
donors at our most recent Goodland blood drive
was very successful. (Twenty-ninefirst-time do-
nors, representing approximately one-third of our
total collection goal for the day.) We publish sta-
tisticsreflectingthat only oneout of every 12" €li-
gible” donorsactually givebloodto help the pub-
licovercomecompl acency andthethought process
so familiar to most of us: “ Someone else will do
it.”

Our phone hasbeen overrunthislast week with
people seeking information on where to give.
Blood drivesare scheduled ayear in advance and
as an entire northwest Kansas community, we
know donorswill work together toensurethat each
oneisfully successful. A recent concern from our
blood regionisfor donorsto pacetheir donations
and make surethey are spread out over theweeks
andmonthstocome. A glut now, withfutureshort-
ages, would be counterproductive. In light of our
donors' urgent generosity, we thank each of you
for your understanding and response to the true,
long-term need. The, entire northwest Kansas
schedulewill be published soon.

Our local bloodmobile hours were changed to
12-6p.m. several yearsagoat thereguest of school
teachersand many other donorswho wanted later
giving opportunities. Evenat this, weknow every
donor’s scheduleis not accommodated. Thereis
some flexibility in each community requesting
their own hours, but the blood staff travel sched-
ule must be considered. These people are on the
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road five daysaweek, 51 1/2 weeks per year, and
we owe them consideration and great respect for
their dedication.

TheAmerican Red Crosswould bedelighted if
circumstances permitted every donor to give ev-
ery 56 days. However, blood collectionisstrictly
regul ated by theU.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion. According to our local hospital lab director,
therearefar too many regulationsto make hospi-
tal/clinic collections practical or financially fea-
sible, not to mention the challenge of immediate
shipment to the central testing lab (also required
by the government). Theserulesall contributeto
the safety of our national blood supply.

Numerousrestrictions‘imposed on the system
a so continue to ensure each patient will receive
the safest bl ood possible. Eventhough each ques-
tionand every “rule’” may not befully understood
by all, it goeswithout saying that each of uswould
want safe, well-tested and thoroughly screened
blood in our time of need.

TheRed Crossdoesnot “ complain” about alack
of blood, but it is our solemn duty to inform all
Americans of our nations, blood supply status
whenitislow. TheRed Crossprovidesonehalf of
thenation’sblood supply. If our current systemwas
greatly flawed, we could not bein that position.

Highlighting theimportance of meetingand ex-
ceeding our goal every time, arethetragic events
of thispast week. Our regional blood representa-
tiveextendsahearty thank youto every donor who

cameinAug. 29. That blood wasprocessed, tested
and ready to use when the sudden and unexpected
need arose. That's how the Red Cross system is
designed — to meet the need.

Although our volunteer blood committee plays
an important rolein the success of each visit, it is
you, thecommunity who determinetheoutcomeof
the drive. We, and every patient/blood recipient,
appreciate that. Thistruly is your American Red
Crossanditisyour bloodmobile. Thank you very
much and keep up the good work.

Roberta Bretz, volunteer

Harriett Demaree, bloodmobile co-chair

Mary Brady, bloodmabile co-chair

M artha Gunderson, donor recruitment chair

Mary Lou Franklin, volunteer recruitment chair

LuellaRichardson, bloodmobilepublicity chair

Goodland

Editor’sNote: | applaud thework of the Good-
land Red Crossand itsvolunteersfor holding their
bloodmobile drives when people can come and
holding them four times ayear, unlike my home-
town of Oberlin, which only gets the van twice a
year.

However, donors can give six times ayear, and
many wouldif they coulddo soat their local hospi-
tal. Asaregular donor, | get mailersregularly from
thenational Red Crossasking meto donate. When
| call and ask where, they tell me | will need to go
somewherethat will requiremetotakeoff fromhalf
aday to afull day of work. In an emergency, any-
onewould bewilling to do this. However, most of
uscan'tdoit sixtimesayear.

My hopeinwriting theeditorial isthat someone
will look at how they aredoing thingsand, maybe,
think of abetter way. It wasnot intended to dimin-
ishinany way thework of blood drivevolunteers.

CynthiaHaynes, O+



