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commentary

from other pens...

Attacks evaporated
‘Star Wars’ defense

TheChanuteTribuneon theterrorist attacks:

Whatever sense of security the “ Star Wars’ missile defense shield
offered evaporated sometime Tuesday. Even if the high-tech system
could be developed — and many doubt it — it became frighteningly
clear that Americafacesan enemy thatiscompletely invisibleto space
agetechnology. ...

Have we made the mistake of associating high-tech with high secu-
rity? The terrorists last week used tactics perfected in the 1970s (hi-
jacking) and weaponsasold ashistory (knives). Wefacean adversary
soopagueit can hidein plain sight.

Thehijackersenjoyed our freedomfor years. TheU.S. military may
haveevenhel pedtrain someof them. Thequestionnow s, canweadopt
anew mindset to combat such anintangible enemy?

The president has vowed to go after not only the terrorists directly
responsi blebut the countriesthat harbored them. But, if theattack was
the handiwork of Osamabin Laden, thelist of countriesisdozenslong
— and includesthe United States. ...

Here' show counter-intuitivethisconflict is: Desert Storm played a
central roleinga vanizing binLaden’shatredfor theUnited States, even
though bin Laden al so regarded Saddam as athreat. |n going after bin
L aden’senemy, wemoved ourself to thetop of binLaden’senemy list.
Truly, it'sanew war.

TheParsonsSun on flying theflag:

Firefighters scrambled over the pile of rubblethat wasonceabuild-
ing. Covered in ash and sweat, choking to breathe through the debris-
filled air, they moved to hoist an American flag on the fallen antenna
that once allowed somekind of communicationsin New York City.

In an earlier image, Old Glory flew from the top of afiretruck, its
brilliant colorsindramatic contrast totheoverwhel ming graysof fallen
buildingsand stunned rescueworkersand the never-ending ash. Noth-
ing el se spoke so clearly of the defiance of the American people.

“ Attack usif you must, from behind acloak of anonymity. Go ahead
and kill thousands of absolutely innocent Americans to quench your
warpedthirst for blood andinsaneideaof justice. But youwill not sub-
duethisnation, itspeopleoritsspirit. Our flagsproclaimthat for all the
world to see. And wewill come get you.”

Inthe unending days of horror since Tuesday morning’sattacks, we
Americanshavebegun displaying flagsto show our unity and support
of thisnation. ...

If possible, please add your flag to the display of unity. ... Waveyour
flag proudly. It isastatement for all theworld to see.

ThelolaRegister on natural gasprices:

L ast February | olajoined alobbying effort launched by theNational
Association of Gas Consumersto get the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commissiontoroll back thepriceof gasat thewell headto$2.74 aunit...

Many familiesover the state were hammered with gasbillsbetween
$300 and $400 in thisyear’shard winter...

Onein every 10 customers of Kansas Gas Service, whichisadivi-
sion of Western Resources, owed back gasbillswhen the grace period
onthose past-duewinter billsrolled to aclose onAug. 1. Western Re-
sourcesthen cut off el ectric and gas serviceto 15,000 Kansashomes...

Gaspricestoday areset by specul atorsinthecommaodity market. They
bid against one another and apricefor delivery at somefuture dateis
established...

Thereisabsolutely nothing to prevent that sequence of eventsfrom
repeating thisfall and winter — unless, that is, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission does what it was established to do: REGU-
LATE...

TheKansasexperiencedemonstrated beyond challengethat regula-
tory bodies can set the prices of gasand electricity high enoughto as-
sureproduction of an adequate supply while preventing pricegougers
from bankrupting low-incomefamilies.
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I don’t know about you, but I’ vehad asorefin-
ger for muchtoolong.

Sinceitistheindex finger onmy right hand, and
I’m right-handed, this bandaged finger has been
very obvious. People can't help but noticeit, and
expresstheir concern by askingwhat | didto my-
self.

Itreally doeslooklikel cut myself or wasbitten
by adog or cat. It would beabetter story if I’ djust
make up one. However, the truth is | have poor
circulation, which causestheblood vessel sto con-
strict and then sometimes sores form. (Kind of
like gangrene.)

I’ve had this condition for forty years and
thought | knew how to control it, but this one got
away from me. It isirritating and painful to the
point of wearing me down.

My finger hastakenover mylife. I tireeasily and
haveto spaceout my daily activities. | havetotime
my medicines so that they aretaken at proper in-
tervals, with food or without food. One medicine
has the side-effect of decreasing the appetite
(whichisgood since | could afford to lose some
weight), but | haveto forcefood downin order to
takethemedicine.

It hasbecomeaviciouscycle.
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Onemedicineisapainkillerthat makesmelight-
headed and sleepy. I’ m surethat whenit kicksin, |
probably shouldn’t be driving or operating large
machinery. (Thankfully, thelatter isn't much of a
problem!)

Thefinger hasbeen sore off and on for amost a
year, but only got out of hand (no pun intended)
about threemonthsago. | am seeingthreedoctors,
and doing what they tell me, plus suggesting to
them every possible remedy my friendsand fam-
ily recommend. Who knows what is working or
restricting healing?All | really cantestify tois- 1t
till hurts!”

The specialist said last week that it is getting
better. That was good news since the week before
hehad said, “Well, you know what theworse case
scenariois, don’'t you?’

| keep telling myself, “1t’sonly afinger. It'snot
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afoot or an arm. It’s only a finger. Amputation
would only be aminor inconvenience.”

But | till don't likethewholeidea.

| havelearned alot from thisaffliction. Evenin
themidst of my tears, | have never given up hope.
But | have greater empathy for people who arein
constant pai nwith conditionsfor whichthereislittle
hope.

I’mthankful itisonly afinger, but my heart cries,
not only for me, but for thosewho havelost sight or
limbs. | now know to be careful about categorizing
or downplaying suffering in any form.

Painispain, andit’svery real to theperson expe-
riencingit. | said someof thisto onedear friend, and
shesmiledandsaid, “ Yes, Lorna, but thisisY OUR
pain.”

| sincerely appreciated her givingmepermission
tohatemy ownhurt. My digitisgettingbetter; | tell
myself that all thetime.

| truly believe attitude has alot to do with heal-
ing. Most of thetimemineispositive, but | haveto
admitl’ mgettingverytiredofital. If Godhasother
lessons| need to learn from thishappening, | hope
| catch on to them soon.

It doesn’t sound very nice, but | truly think I will
alwaysremember thisas“ TheYear of the Finger.”

We need universal threat to make us human

WASHINGTON — In 1987, President Ronald
Reagan saidto the42nd General Assembly of the
United Nations: “In our obsession with antago-
nisms of the moment, we often forget how much
unites all the members of humanity. Perhaps we
need someoutsideuniversal threat tomakeusrec-
ognizethis common bond.

“1 occasionally think how quickly our differ-
encesworldwidewould vanishif wewerefacing
an alien threat from outside thisworld.

“Andyet, | ask you, isnotanalienforcealready
among us? What could be more alien to the uni-
versal aspirationsof our peoplethanwar andthreat
of war?’

The World Trade Center horror is that “alien
force.” Ithasunited Americans— not justin New
York —inwaysnot felt sincethe Kennedy assas-
sination.

Unlikethehorror of Dallas, it hascarried asub-
sequent positive force. Nov. 22, 1963, brought
deathtoanational leader. Sept. 11, 2001, brought
lifeto our sense of nationhood.

Thisfeeling isthe silver lining to this cloud of
gloom. Class, an un-American notion to begin
with, hasfaded for the moment.

Firemen, not stock brokers, arethe* masters of
theuniverse.”

Saversandriskersof life, they receivethehonor,
respect and gratitudethey deserve.

Race, that backbeat of urbanlife, seemsforgot-
ten aswedig for hope among the wreckage.
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“Can you spare alittle eye contact?’ a beggar
asks awell-to-do passerby in a now hopelessly
outdated New Yorker cartoon printed just days
beforethe horror.

Inthestreetsof today’s Manhattan, commuters
try, for thefirsttimeanyonecanremember, tocatch
each other’seyes.

Rudy Guiliani, the city’s mayor, has captured
that spirit. A politician with nothing to gain, he
foundhimself, intheaftershock of thehorror, with
somuchtogive.

Community. Until this tragedy happened, that
word seemed foreign tome.

Now | understand it.

For years, African-Americans have used that
word to convey their sense of unity and together-
nessagainst the cold forces surrounding, control -
ling, and, too often, repressing them.

Now | feel it. | know that New Yorkersfedl it. |
canseeby thelittlevotivecandlesset out on street
corners, the flags flying from cars, the lapel rib-
bons on people's chests, that so many othersfeel
it too. Maybethisfeeling will last. Maybe politi-

Director apologizes to groups

Dear Editor:

| wouldliketo apologizetoKiwanisandthe 24
Hour Relay Committee membersfor not having
them recognized in the Sept. 6 article “ Scaring
kids off cigs.” The presentations at the schools
certainly would not have been possible with out
support fromthesetwogroups, whichhavesogra
ciously supported many programsand projectsin
our community. Intrying not toforget someone, |
forgot! And | amtruly sorry.

from our
readers

® totheeditor

Thank You,
CrisLovington, Regional Prevention Center
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cianswill put someperspectiveintotheir attackson
each other. Maybe the “red” heartland part of our
mapthat votedfor Bushwill feel lessdistancefrom
the“blue” bi-coastal partsthat voted for Gore.

And, yes, maybethingswill break bad. Congress-
womanBarbaral ee, whorepresentsBerkel ey, was
thelonevoteagainst givingthepres dent widepow-
erstotrack downtheterrorists. For thisact, shehas
gotten death threats.

Thisisthe dark side of national unity. Web site
agitators of the left and the right use the horror to
sell their creeds, punishtheir enemies, enforcetheir
ideol ogical decrees. Hate-mongering clergymendo
worse. Having no more premonition of thishell in
New York than the least spiritual among us, they
offer ashamelesslitany of “1 told you so’s.” They
usethefiretowarn of more.

Thedividersshouldbethelast to speak. Thegrest
truththistragedy hasshownus, thegreat revelation,
if youwanttocall itthat, isthat which old romantic
Ronald Reagan imaged that day before the Unitec
Nations. He proclaimed that once we saw a true
enemy — inthiscase, crazed religiouszeal otry —
wewould uniteasone.

John Lennon could not have said it better:

Seeourselvesasone.

(ChrisMatthews, anationally syndicated col um-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MSNBC cablechannels,
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.)
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