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commentary

from our viewpoint...

President said what
needed to be said

It was, one faithful Democrat said, the best speech of
GeorgeW. Bush'slife.

She summed it up: He said what needed to be said.

Asthe President finished, the House, the Senate, the Su-
premeCourt, thejoint chiefs, al roseto punctuatehispoints:

Without formal declaration, Americanow isat war with
terrorists. The president warned that we will pursue those
responsible for the World Trade Center and Pentagon at-
tacks.

He said much more. He made it clear that any country
which harborsterroristswill feel our wrath.

Hepointed hisfinger directly asOsamabinL aden, themil-
lionaire Saudi exilewho is accused of masterminding and
bankrolling the attacksthismonth, plusthe bombing of the
U.S.S. Coleand of two U.S. embassiesinAfrica.

Bin Laden and hisorganization have been the prime sus-
pectsall aong.

The president spelled out how our response would hap-
pen: formal military attacks, coupledwith covert operations
which, he noted, may never be made public.

And he promised that, beyond the September attacks, the
U.S. anditsallieswould pursueterrorismto theendsof the
earth. He invited other nationsto join in. He noted that in
theend, they will either bewithus... or with theterrorists.

Inwhat the president said, therewerefew surprises, even
the announcement that the war on terror abroad would be
accompanied by anew Officeof Homeland Security which
would coordinatecounter-terrorist effortsinthiscountry. He
noted that 40-some agencies currently have ahand in the
effort.

Andwhilethecheerswereloud and sustained during and
after the speech, whether Americahastheresolvetofollow
through isnot yet clear.

AsMr. Bush pointed out, the battlewill takeyears. It will
involve loss of American lives, both in military action and
at thehands of terrorists.

And terrorists, who can travel light, have vast networks
of supporters, and arehidden nearly anywhere, will behard
to track down. Whilewe are hunting them, they will strike
again. TheUnited Stateswill haveto pursuethiswar until it
isover, until thelast activeterrorist cell hasbeendiminated.

Andwhilewearevery goodat fightingjust causes, wehave
never had to conduct a campaign which could stretch out
over SO many years.

No surprisesinthePresident’ sspeech, but plenty tothink
about. Nothing that wasn't clear, but lotsto figure out.

Americahasher handsfull, andthebettingis, wehavenot
yet realized how full.

Thiswar will bedifferent: Small inscale, global inreach,
confusing and hard to follow, unclear in outcome, difficult
to measure, and yet quite costly. Be prepared.

—SeveHaynes
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Bin Laden Wouldn‘t give his life for his cause

Takeallittleleap of faith,
Kissthe heart that hides the snake.
You'll never fade.

“Takethe Power,” The Cult

First thisweek, anapology isinorder. Thiscol -
umn ismoredisjointed than usual. My emotions
took control. | hopeit still is coherent enough to
makeyou think.

How could anyone be convinced to be akami-
kaze?Toseeyour deathrightinfront of your eyes
for al your senses to see and feel? Your beliefs
must be so strong that you subjugate your mind,
andthefearsand needsof thisworld, tothe prom-
iseof getting tothe promisedland, totheluscious
gardens of paradise.

What did Osama bin Laden tell his suicide
bombers?What did he promi sethem?What were
their conversationslike? Did he babble someun-
holy scripturejivesaying, “ Takealeap of faithand
trust binLadenandyouwill never fadefromMus-
l[im memory.” Did he say, “You will liveforever
in paradise— and oh by theway you will bekill-
ing 6,000 innocent people. But don’t worry about
that. Allahlovesyouandsodol.”

Pukeand gag. Woul d the suicide bombershave
been zombies? Would they have spoken back to
bin Laden or wasit aone-sided conversationwith
theall-knowingbin Ladentelling these confused,
depressed soul sthat they would haveaninfamous
end?Wouldthebombershavebeen numbed sense-
less by the Qu' ranicle babbling of aspoiled rich
kid?Wouldthebombershavespokentotheir own
familieswith a detachedness? What if one of the
bombershadaskedbinLaden, “if thisissoimpor-
tant toAllah and Islam, why don’'t you go fly one
of theseplanes?’ | wonder if they askedthissimple
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Just typing bin Laden’s name makes meill. He
has gotten what hewants. Attention. What hashe
ever done besides used his family’s money and
religiontokill? The answer isnothing.

He providesthe hate seekersin thisworld with
money and | slamicholy versesfromthe Qu’' ranto
supportviolenceandterror. Butif heisso commit-
tedtothisviolence, why hasn'thedrivenacar bomb
intoamilitary barracks?Why didn’t hehimself fly
ajet liner intoan Americanicon? Why doesn’'t he
show his commitment to his god by putting his
money wherehismouthis?Weknow you canshow
usthe money, bin Laden, but how about guts? Do
you havethem?1 think not.

Would bin Laden have risked his own life by
diving into a crumbling building to save some of
his own supporters? Would he give up hislifefor
hissocalled” caling” ?Noway. Heisafakeanda
fraud. He preys on the confused who are poor of
heart and of home. BinLadenwon’tevenshow his
face today. What are you afraid of bin Laden? If
your causeisso just and you are so innocent, why
aren’t you proclaiming it from the tallest Afghan
mountain? It's because you are acoward, who is
afraidyouwill loseyour power andinfluence. How
about acourt trial, bin Laden? Thistact would ac-
tually hurt the United Statesbecauseit would give
youaworldwideplatformto continueto spew your

hatred and your diseased religious sayings.

BinLadenisconvincedthatlifeispredestinedanc
that humanshavenofreewill. How didheknow that
6,000innocentswereall destinedtodieonthesame
day?How did he know that the 18 hijackers were
destined to diein such an unholy way?How did he
know that one of the deathsthat occurred on Sept.
11, 2001, shouldn’t have been his?

Theanswer isthat hehasno moreof anideathan
my dog about who shouldor shouldn’tlive. Butjust
likeanythingelseinlife, it'snot surprising that the
more money you have, the more friends you have
and the more people listen to you. Bin Ladenisa
|eader to hissupportersbecausethey figurehemust
be doing something right if heisrich with money.
Heusesthisbelief tolead hissupportersinto doing
whatever he wants.

| don’'t have the answersto these questions |’ ve
asked. But it seems to me that bin Laden decided
he couldn’t hack the real world, so instead he has
made up animaginary world in hismind with him
being the undisputed and al knowing leader. His
money gives him the ability to live thislife, using
innocent humansasthe pawnsonamonopoly board
of life. Except in this game, when you make it
around the board and pass “go” you don’t collect
$200.

Instead you are dead. Except of course the all
knowingleader, whositsover inthecorner collect-
ing all the money and attention, while hisfollow-
ers are pulled by strings just like puppets run by
religious extremists gone amuck.

Bin Laden’s selfish acts of Sept. 11 are the acts
of acoward and zeal ot whoisonly afamousfigure
because he hasmoney to drown out or buy out oth-
erswhodecidethey don’'twanttoplay hislittlegame
of monopoly.

Attacks are a mixture of memories

This certainly has been one of the most memo-
rable vacations | have had in my life, and what a
combination—theterrorist attacksontheday our
trip started, our daughter’ sweddinginRichmond,
Texas, and then an extended stay in the hospital.

We watch in horror along with the rest of our
nation and the world as smoke continues to rise
fromtherubbleof theWorld Trade Center, and our
hearts are heavy at the tremendousloss of lifein
theseevil acts.

Thiswas no spur-of-the-moment plan, and we
shouldbeasdiligentinplanningandexecutingour
response.

However, unlike theterrorists, we do not want
to misstwo of our main targets or have interfer-
encein reaching our objectives.

Whiletheterroristswhoattacked New York did
so with something like spectacular precision, the
other two did not have the same follow-through.
For thesakeof our Capital andWhiteHouse, their
failureisamoral victory for Americans.

Whenweheard thefourth planehad gonedown
in Pennsylvania without any loss of life on the
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ground, it seemed there had to be someheroic ac-
tions by those on board to sacrifice themselvesto
prevent thecompletion of that group’smission.As
wehavefound|ater, that isexactly what happened
onthisplane, and those peoplecertainly areshin-
ing heroesto be remembered.

What those passengersdid wasto deviseaplan
and with determination carry it out to ensure the
destruction of theterrorist’splans. Unfortunately,
they also lost their livesin the process. They de-
servethemedal sthat arebeing proposed, and prob-
ably something moretangiblein thefuturefor all
to bereminded that you do not haveto be serving
in the military to make the ultimate sacrifice for
freedom. When a situation exists that threatens

Junk Parade made C|ty proud

Tothe Editor:

As | watched the Junk Parade of Saturday, it
made me feel good to see the many loads of al
kindsof junk godownthestreet and get out of town

We all should be proud of those who werein-
volved in this effort. Although there was a junk
paradeheldin 1992 by thebeautification commit-
tee, this one involved many more people, clubs,
etc.

I’m surethishas convinced everyonethereisa
great need to clean up our town.

| hope everyonewill now takeaseriouslook at
theiryards, alleys, vacant | ots, andkeepthemclean
of weeds and discarded items, so we can all be
proud of Goodland.

I’ve often heard it said Goodland is ajunky
town.

AndYES, thiswill also savetaxpayersdollars
becauseit coststhe city money if they are forced
to clean up abad-looking place.

By theway, if you haveitemsthat youcan’t haul
or need help to get it to the landfill, the city will
pick it up.

Thereisno chargeto the homeowner. So don't

from our
readers
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pileit! Getridof itif you don’t needit.
ErnaBlume
Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letterswill be rejected,
aswill letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit lettersfor length and good taste. We en-
courage | etters, with phone numbers, by e-mail
to: <daily @nwkansas.com>.

freedom, you simply take action without thinking
about whether youwill surviveor not, knowingthat
you acted in the best interest of the greater good.

Exactly why the other plane hit the Pentagon
rather than the other target also could have heroic
implications, but sofar thevoicerecordershavenot
provided enough for usto have any answers.

What wedoknow isthereisnoway anAmerican
pilotwouldintentionally fly aplaneintoabuilding
like the World Trade Center, and if they ever find
any of the black boxes from those planes we may
find out more about what happened on thoseflight
decks.

Thistype of evil action deservesfor our people
to return thefavor. But when wedo, wewant to be
very surewe complete our mission and decapitate
theterrorist organization in such amanner that we
make our point about not alowing evil to win. At
thesametime, weshouldtry our best nottol et these
people become martyrs who spawn greater evil
deeds.
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