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commentary

from other pens...

Moran did right
by staying in House

By the Associated Press
Here are excerptsfrom recent editorialsin Kansas newspapers:

TheHaysDaily Newson Kansaspoliticsafter theattacks:

Jerry Moran did theright thing.

Thecongressman who representsthewestern two-thirdsof Kan-
sas announced Monday before the hometown crowd in Hays that
hewould not runfor governor andinstead keep hiscurrent political
job in Washington. The announcement ended the summer-long
speculation about his plans and threw open the governor’sraceto
the many undeclared candidates awaiting M oran’s decision.

Moran would have been the front-runner for governor, and he
indicated M onday that hewasleaningtoward runningjust | ast week.
But much haschanged for many peopleinthelast week. For Moran
it was arealization that he needed to stay in Washington.

M oran said hecould not votel ast week to commit thecountry and
itstroopsto awar against terrorism and come back to Kansas and
announcethat hewanted adifferent job....

Wehopethat M oranwasmoved not just by hisintegrity, whichhe
demonstrated inthisdecision, but by inspirationto servethenation
inthistimeof need...

M oranwould makeagood governor. But heal so hasproven him-
self tobeagood congressman. Heisresponsiveto constituentsand
advocates issues important to his district, such as agriculture and
rural health care. And his clout no doubt isincreasing asthe third-
term congressman risesin seniority inthe House.

The Garden City Telegram on Statehousetunnels:

Kansas lawmakers are failing miserably in not nixing plans to
construct tunnel sbetween several nearby buildingsand the Capitol
in Topeka.

When Kansas Department of Transportation chief Dean Carlson
went before alegisative committee this week to discuss the $10
million tunnel plan, his croniesin the room virtually gave himthe
green light to proceed.

Sen. SteveMorris, R-Hugoton, embraced themisguided planthat
absconds with millions meant to boost tourism and create outdoor
bicycle and pedestrian paths and historic preservation.

Themoney for thetunnel comesfrom afederal program. Itisad-
ministered by the transportation department, which hasfinal say in
how the dollars are spent. It's contemptible that Morris and other
lawmakers don't find anything wrong with Carlson’s plan, which
would link his department’s new headquarters, and other govern-
ment buildings, with the capital...

Bilking thefederal program to fund the luxury in Topekaisrob-
bing genuine preservation and tourism-related projects al across
Kansas, any of whicha onewould haveagreater positiveeconomic
impact on the state than underground tunnelsfor bureaucrats.
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The plan Is always on the shelf

Nothing ever happensinavacuum.

Burdett Loomis, aUniversity of Kansas political
scienceprofessor and columnist, notedthat new pro-
gramsdo not just spring into beinginacrisis.

The new airport regulations, the laws giving the
FBI wider wiretap authority, eventhe new Office of
Homeland Security. Noneof that wasdreamed upin
the daysfollowing the Sept. 11 attacks.

Someone had drawn up thoseplans, writtenthose
laws, scoped out the new agency. And set the paper-
work aside against the day whenit all would be po-
litically feasible.

Andwhenthetimecame, thoseshadowy forcesof
the bureaucracy pushed their agendaasfast asthey
could, knowingthat thewindow of agreement might
be short.

Now we have new federal agencies, alot more
laws, and afew lessfreedoms. Given the urgent na-
tureof thesituation, no oneisobjecting. Thepeople
who plan these thingsknow that ishow it works.

Outsidetheusual legidativeprocessintheevenly
divided Congress, theproposal sgot noreal scrutiny.
They may bejust what we need, but the speed with

We're better than we

The kids in the neighborhood rode their bikes
to the corner grocer and bought frozen lemonade
concentrateandtwo packagesof paper cups. They
mixed thelemonadein alarge cooler, dumpedin
every ice cubefrom the freezer, then hauled it up
tothe post office, wherethey soldit for 25 centsa
cupbehindasigninkedinneat MagicMarker, “All
money goesto thevictimsin New York.”

Thisactionwassomething of arevelationto us
parents, whoregularly witnessthesesamechildren
lobby for advancesontheir allowancefor another
pack of special-edition, limited-release baseball
cardsthat they can't live without. When they re-
turned homelateintheafternoon, they had $37.75
intheir bluelockbox for theAmerican Red Cross.

On the “Late Show with David Letterman”
Monday night, hisfirst night on the air since the
attacksonNew York and Washington, the somber
comedian laid hishand on thearm of Dan Rather,
who had broken down reciting a stanza of
“Americathe Beautiful.” It was an unexpected,
lovely moment: The cynic comforting the hard-
bitten. There was agenuinenessto it that was al-
mostjarringinthistimeof prepackaged politicians
and Hollywood-starlet newscasters.

L etterman said he resumed his show because
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whichthey movedisfrightening.

In an ordinary year, those proposals were going
nowhere. Today, ho one questionsthem.

The new laws are aimed mostly at foreigners, but
the security agency and added domestic regulations
could pose athreat to civil libertiesover time.

Right now, though, people want to be safe.

It'safascinating time.

EENEN

Was anyone else watching Hillary Clinton on
Thursday night?

Thecameramenandtel evisionproducershadtheir
eyesonher. Andwhat they picked upwasnot apretty
picture of thejunior senator from New York.

InaHousechamber whereeveryoneel sewasnod-

New York Mayor Rudol ph Giuliani had asked New
Yorkers to return to work. We need to find some
normal cy, themayor had said, asentiment echoed
by others.

| know what they mean, but I’ m not surewewant
to scratch our way back to theliveswe had before
Sept. 11. What I' mseeingnow ispretty good. We're
better thanwewere. Yes, catastrophea most always
doesthat. | know. Wepull together. Weraisemoney.
We help. Then we settle back into “ normalcy.”

But we don’t have to. A woman | know has
struggledwithreturningtowork becauseshewon-
derswhether what she'sdoing isrelevant. During
thepast eight days, she, and many of us, havebeen
re-examining how we' re spending our lives.

Isthiswhat we had hoped for ourselves?Isthis
meaningful ? Are we contributing anything to the
world?

Son's cat can't stay away
from the neighbor’s grasp

Pomeroy got arrested again and Lucky got res-
cued.

Pomeroy, my son’s cat, got out the other night.
The neighbors complained again, and he was
picked up by the animal control officersin
Lawrence.

Thistime it costs my son $77.50 to get the cat
out of the Lawrence big house. For afreekitten,
thisoneisgetting pretty expensive. Last week, it
wasonly $57.50, but asthose of uswho havewan-
dering pets can attest — the more Fido or Fluffy
get out, the more the courts charge.

His neighbor called the cops on the cat both
times. The neighbors reputedly are less than
friendly to both man and beast.

If the cat getspicked up again, son may haveto
findanother placetolive—likeTimbuktu or Outer
Mongolia, wherethey don’t careif your cat prowls
aslong asit tastes good.

Meanwhile, back in northwest Kansas, my
friend Jean had afriend with awholeherd of farm
cats. They estimated the feline population at 17.
Onenight last week they heard atremendouscom-
motion and went outsideto find that the cat popu-
lation had been reduced to zero.

Thekittiesapparently had becometheblueplate
special for aband of marauding coyotes.

Asthefamily looked over thedevastation, they
heard atiny meow. One little four-week-old kit-
ten had fallen into ahole and the coyotes had not
noticed him or been unableto get to him.
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He wasn’'t in the best shape and had not been
weaned. The family figured he was a goner, but
took himinto thehouseanyway. They figured the
coyotes had had enough to eat for one night.

The next day, Jean came by and took thelittle
fellow home. She named him Lucky and fed him
kittenformulafromababy bottleevery four hours.

Shenaticedthat L ucky had anasty, infected cut
(or coyotebite) under hisshoulder, so shecleaned
it out and got someantibioticsfromthevet totreat
thelittlefellow.

We met Lucky the other day. He's a dear little
kitten who lovesto sit on shoulders. Hisfavorite,
of course, isMother Jean’s.

Litter box trainingisstill ahit-or-missaffair, Jean
told us, but she figures he'll get the idea soon
enough. Meanwhile, Lucky has started biting the
endsoff of hisnipples, sohe' sgoingfromformula
from abowl.

Ah, thejoys of motherhood.

But having seen how kittenseat, bitingand push-
ingwithall 10front claws, | wouldn’twanttobea
mother cat.

ding respect and agreement with the President, Ms.
Clinton seemed almost to mock him.

Theformer First Lady madecommentsand asides.
Her applause seemed weak and perfunctory. Her body
language told us she was not impressed.

It seemed asthoughMs. Clinton, al oneintheroom,
did not agree with or back the President. The atten-
tion the cameramen gave her said asmuch.

Her performance did not, we think, win her many
friends.

(11

It waspointed out that thevice president wasasked
not to cometo the Capital, just in case. The samefor
the majority leader of the Senate, one of the joint
chiefs, asingle cabinet member and presumably, one
or two justices.

In an extended version of normal practice, those
who worry about such things made sure there woul o
beafew seedstogrow anew governmentfrom... just
incase.

Andwhiletheprecaution proved unnecessary, with
thelast few weeksin mind, who would argue them?

WETE

Our current fascination with “ the Greatest Gen-
eration,” as Tom Brokaw has called it, surely has
beenfueled by our ownfedingsof falling short. We
arethegenerationsthat turned self-absorptioninto
avirtue. We obsessed about our bodies, spending
billions on SlimFast and ThighMasters, derma-
brasionsand massages— all intheadmirable pur-
suit of beinggoodto oursel ves. Weshot thedivorce
rate up to 50 percent, believing that personal ful-
fillment trumped all other considerations. Weend-
lessly analyzed our childhoods, obsessively
checked our portfolios, and paid more for bottled
water than for gasoline.

Theindulgence of our timewasreflected in our
leaders, who were slicker and richer versions of
ourselves, epitomized by the Boomer of all
Boomers, Bill Clinton. That’ swhy Giuliani’ sgrace
and strength havebeen so striking: Wehaven't seen
anyonelikehimin many years— apolitician who
shows that true leadership can’t be manufactured
by advisersand speechwriters. It wasGiuliani who
reminded usthat we are the sons and daughters of
“the Greatest Generation.” Their traits, hesaid, are
in our American genes.

Some say trial and suffering transforms people.
| like to think that the horrible events of Sept. 11
didn’t change our national character, but, rather,
revealedit.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her in care of this
newspaper or send her e-mail at joanryan@sf-

gate.com.
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