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commentary
from other pens...

It's good guys vs. bad
just like in Cold War

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — During the Cold War, theworld wasdivided
largely into two camps. NATO and the Warsaw Pact, with every-
body el setilting oneway or the other or assiduously nonaligned.

It wasagrimtime. Peopleworried about nuclear war. It lasted 45
years. But amidthethreats, therewere summits. Therewereweap-
ons buildups but there were al so negotiationsto promote disarma-
ment. If thingsgot tense, theWhite Househad theaddressand phone
number of the Kremlinand viceversa.

Now, almost adecade after the collapse of the Soviet Union and,
withit, thedemiseof the Cold War, the good-guy-vs.-bad-guy syn-
dromehasresurfaced, partly asan outgrowth of theterrorist devas-
tationin New York and Washington two weeks ago.

The new alignment features governments opposed in varying
degreesto terrorism on one side. On the other are terrorist groups
and regimesthat support them.

“Either you arewith us, or you arewith theterrorists,” President
Bush told theworld last week. The U.S. administration, much asit
was during the Cold War, isin the market for aliesand animpres-
sivenumber of countrieshave pledged support for acrackdown on
terrorism, in South Asiaand € sewhere.

One big difference between the current and Cold War-era secu-
rity threatsisthat today’schief enemy, at leastimmediately, isnot a
nation or an aliancebut asingleindividual, Osamabin Laden, and
anetwork of supportersbelieved to operatein about 60 countries.

Secretary of State Colin Powell believesthat bin LadenisinAf-
ghanistan under protection of the Taliban militiabut is not sure.
Unlike Soviet Communist Party general secretaries, the Saudi-born
reputedterror kingpin hasnofixed address. A summit meetingwith
amanaccused of mastermindingthemurdersof thousandsof Ameri-
canciviliansisout of the question.

The anti-terror war, much like the Cold War, is multifaceted.

“Itisnot just awar inthe sense of amilitary conflict; itisacam-
paignthatisfinancial, political, diplomatic (and) publicdiplomacy,”
Powell says. Another part of the campaign iswhat he likesto call
“ripping up” theterrorist infrastructure.

Duringthe ColdWar, theUnited Statesoffered all sortsof induce-
mentsto persuade countriesto opposethe Soviets. If it meant sup-
port for corrupt dictatorships, so beit. Zaire under anti-communist
President Mobutu Sese Seko received millions of dollarsin aid.
When the Cold War ended, aid dried up. Mobutu was deposed .

Now America's favorite dictatorship is Pakistan, seen hereasa
crucial stepping stoneinthe hunt for bin Ladenin neighboring Af-
ghanistan. The administration has put on the back burner misgiv-
ings about Pakistan’s undemacratic rule and its nuclear weapons.

Decades ago, Romania was part of the Soviet bloc but was
Moscow’sleast reliableally, sometimessidingwiththeWest onkey
international issues. No doubt some countrieswill sign up eagerly
but will cooperate only to the extent local politics permit.

Helmut Sonnenfeldt, of the Brookings| nstitution, notesthat Iran
hasopposedtheTalibanfor yearsand may beauseful partnerinU.S.
effortsthere. But oncethecoalitiontakeson Middle East terrorism,
he predicts|ran will becomeadropout .

“Peopleintheadministrationrealizethat not everybody inthecoa
litionwill beabletodo everythingthecoalitionwantswhenitwants
it,” Sonnenfeldt says.

GeorgeGeddahascoveredforeignaffairsfor theAssociated Press
since 1968.
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770 AND THE AMERICAN FLAG RETURNS TO FULL STAFE..R

Breathing Seems natural until you don't

Theterrorist attack of Sept. 11 started our vaca-
tion, whichwas planned asatrip to Texasto beat
our oldest daughter Kate's wedding to Donald
Canfield on Saturday, Sept. 15.

ThegaspricepanicfollowingtheattacksinNew
York and Washington put us on guard, aswe had
planned to drive down so we could deliver adoll
house at the sametime.

It was good to seethat governorsand attorneys
general moved quickly to quell the panic, and we
did not see any out-of-the-ordinary gas prices
through our wholetrip.

Of course, wewereinterested tofind that aswe
went south, the price kept falling until we paid
$1.32inRosemount, wherewestayed. Theprices
weredownto $1.49 by thetimewegot to Wichita
Falls, Texas

Excitement seemed to bethe norm for thistrip,
aswe spent aday driving between Childressand
WichitaFallstorecover an errant purse, and then
wewaited for about four hoursin Childresswhile
aman cleaned out and repaired our van’'sradiator,
which wasrebelling at the heat going south.

Whenwearrived at Houston Friday afternoon,
werealized wewereheadedinto rush hour traffic,
but my wifeAvaand | had been studying the map
and felt we had found a good way to stay out of
some of theinner-city traffic gridlock.

However, as with most of thistrip, our plans
werechanged becausewhenwearrivedat theramp
for the Sam Houston Tollway there was an acci-
dent which had closed the ramp, and we found
ourselveshavingtosgueezeback intothegridlock

tom betz
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tofollow thelessdesirablecourse. It wasover 2 1/
2 hoursto get through, but finally we had arrived.

The wedding went very well, but our other
daughter Nikki was unable to get out of Denver
International to get to Houston, and our grand-
daughter VictoriaDawn, 10, wastrappedinFlorida
whenthetropical storm causedthecancellation of
flightsfrom Tampato Houston.

Weweredisappointed, but that had sort of been
expected since the explosions on Tuesday.

We enjoyed a couple of days looking around
Houston, and saw a good deal more than we had
planned by missing aturn here and there on the
roads.

Tuesday whenweleft wemanagedto makeit to
the halfway point at Wichita Falls, and then onto
Lamar by Wednesday. That had been planned, and
thingswerelooking onschedule, but therewasthis
other problem which had been devel oping.

That night, anagging shortnessof breath, which
wehadbeenblamingontheheavy airinTexas, was
not getting better and | went totheemergency room
at Prowers Medical Center in Lamar to have it
checked. The doctor said it looked like there was
an upper respiratory infection.

“1 can'ttell if your bugsare on theway up or the
way down,” Dr.DanRunyonsaid. “| amsureitwill
get better or get worse.”

Hewasright. By Friday morning, | wastaken tc
thehospital by ambulanceandthediagnosiswasthe
shortnessof breathwasbeing caused by blood clots
inthelungs, and therewere additional clotsin my
legs.

In covering rural medicine, and small hospitals
in Lamar and Hugo, Colo., in particular aswell as
Goodland’sRegional Medical Center, | dwayshad
thefeeling they got abad rap from many of thelo-
cal peopleasbeing sort of second rate or somehow
inadequate.

Now | at least have apersonal perception which
discountsthat attitude and in fact showsthe oppo-
siteisreally the truth. I'm glad that if thiswasto
happen, it did sowherel wascomfortablewiththe
people, and know that whether it wasin Lamar or
Goodland, | would bewell caredfor and onmy way
to recovery.

They put methrough afull course of treatments
whichareworking, asl can now walk morethan 2C
feet without wheezing and being out of breath. | am
looking forward to getting out of the hospital and
back to work.

| know thosewho havebeenfillinginat TheDaily
Newswill beglad to seeme.

| know two things from this experience for sure
—younever appreciatethepower of breathing until
you almost can't, and the cooks in today’s hospi-
tals have gotten much better over theyears.

Cars no Ionger rule the continent

In North America, the 20th century was domi-
nated by theinternal combustionengine, or, more
specifically, theautomobile. It’ show suburbiawas
created, becausehavingacar meantyoucouldlive
further from where you worked and where you
shopped, and mostimportantly, it meantyou could
livefurther fromyour relatives.

A car wasalso pretty good for picking up girls.
Butthenwegot carried away. Every family gottwo
orthreecarsandaminivanandanATV and aback-
hoe and ahovercraft.

Next thing you know, wehaveaseriousair pol-
lution problem and that led to emission controls,
and now they’ re making hybrid electric carsthat
run on fermenting broccoli and the gravitationa
pull of the moon.

None of thisis necessary. The automobile no
longer drivesNorthAmerica. Thecomputer does.
Now you can work at home and shop at home. If
you gototheright Web site, you caneven pick up
girlsat home. Sowe' renot goingtosavetheozone
by making better cars. We're going to saveit by
never going anywhere.

INTERNAL JOB SECURITY

| havealittletrick I’ ve awaysused to help me
stay gainfully employed. I1t’s not about job skills
or work ethic, it'sabout rate of pay. Theonly job
I’m ever comfortable with isthe one where | get
paid 10 percent lessthan I’ m worth.

If | get paid morethan|’ mworth, I’ manervous
wreck, expectingto befired at any minute. If | get
paid exactly what I’m worth, there are whole
bunch of guysjust likeme, trying to steal my job.
Now don’t get mewrong, I’m not promoting the
concept of beinggrossly underpaid. I’ monly talk-
ing 10 percent. Thegovernment would get al ot of
it anyway. And once you get into that mindset, it
makes many aspects of your life so much easier.
For everything you do, expect to get back 10 per-
cent less than you deserve. |’ ve even convinced
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my wifetotry it, and it worked. We' ve been mar-
ried 35 years.

EVERY BODY HASA STORY

Some people keep photo albums or diaries to
remind them of everything they’ve donein their
lives. Most mendon’t needtodothat. Their bodies
doitforthem. A middle-agedguy lookingat hisown
body islike awalk down memory lane:

* The missing eyebrow hairs from hisfirst bar-
becue.

» Thechunk out of hisear from the self-installed
ceilingfan.

* The damaged hand from the time he confused
theterms*“thumb nail” and “roofing nail.”

* Thetattoo from hisfirst experience with alco-
hol.

 The missing tooth from hisfirst hockey game.
From then on, he sat farther back.

» Thewedding ring that saved hislife.

YOU GOTTABEINPICTURES

Every one of us has had an unflattering picture
takenthat weimmediately ripupandthenburnand
then bury inthe backyard. | think that’samistake.
Now, | know somepeopleliketotakeafat picture
of themselvesand stick it on the fridge asa deter-
rent to keep them from snacking, but that rarely
worksand the pictureends up looking like aterri-
torial claim. “Thisfridge and its contents are the
property of BigAl.”

My adviceistofindtheugliest, fattest, most dis-
gusting pictureof yourself ever taken, andthen put
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it into a beautiful frame and hang it beside aful
length mirror. It hasto besuch ahorriblepictureo
youthat thereisa most nochanceyouwill everlook
that bad again.

That meansthat whenyou stand andlook at your:
self inthemirror, you will notice how much bette
youlook thanyou didinthepicture. That will foo
youintothinkingthat asyouget older, you’ relook:
ing better. And that will makeyou look better still
And if the day ever comes when you look worse
than you doin the picture— well, hey, timeto ge
out the camera.

QUOTEOFTHEDAY: “If you retheonly one
inyour family who'sinagood mood, it’s probably
not acoincidence.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand ir
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author o
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talk:
Cars: ALove Sory.”
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