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commentary
from other pens...
Democrats scramble
for a new approach

By Will Lester

Assoclated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Democratsarescramblingtocomeupwithanew
approachto politicsafter terrorist attackstook many of their most prom-
ising issues off thetable— at | east for now.

The Democratshad abad week recruiting candidatesfor the Senate,
but they’ renot yet convincedthey’ |l haveabad year. Thedramatically
different political landscape, they say, may well shift againby nextfall.

“1f peopletell you, ‘ Let metell you how it'sgoingtobe..., they're
eitherlyingor they’ redumb,” said Democratic strategist Dane Strother.

Some Republicans agree that the future direction of politicsis ex-
tremely unpredictable.

“1 don’t think anybody hastheanswer towhat politicsisgoingtolook
like aweek from now, amonth from now, six monthsfrom now,” said
Trent Duffy, spokesman for the Republican National Committee.

Democratic National Committee Chairman Terry McAuliffe ac-
knowledged hehasgotten call sfrom someinhisparty concerned about
how Democrats will fight for domestic political issuesin the current
climate. He believes he has an approach.

“Thereisnotaninch of roombetween usand President Bushonfight-
ingterrorismaroundtheworld,” McAuliffesaid. “Heand histeam have
doneagreat job through thiscrisis.”

But the party has to work for domestic issues important to Demo-
crats, McAuliffesaid, citing such concernsasunemployment benefits
for laid-off airlineworkers.

Theattacks madeissuesinvolving themilitary, international affairs
and domesti c security theprioritiesfor now, overissueslikehealthcare,
tax cuts, education and the future of Social Security. The struggling
economy remains atop issue.

While some organizations won't resume raising money until mid-
October or later, the Democratic National Committeeisplanning West
Coast events next week, McAuliffe said. He has resumed campaign-
ing for Democratsrunning for governor inVirginiaand New Jersey.

But in the last week, Democrats considering arun for Republican-
held Senate seatsin Kansas, Oregon and Virginiadecided thiswas not
thetimetorun. A Republican senator from Tennessee decided thiswas
not thetimeto drop out.

Former Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, aDemocrat, cited the
attacksin hisdecision not to challenge GOP Sen. Pat Robertsin Kan-
sas. Retired Lt. Gen. Claudia Kennedy decided not to run asaDemo-
crat against Virginia Republican Sen. John Warner, saying shedidn’t
feel comfortable raising campaign money at thistime. Tennessee Re-
publican Sen. Fred Thompson said hewould stay in hisjob because of
the attacks.

Another Democrat considering aSenateracewasOregon Gov. John
Kitzhaber, who decided not to run against GOP Sen. Gordon Smith.
Kitzhaber said hedropped out for family reasons— especially hisde-
sireto spend moretimewith his4-year-old son.

Political observers acknowledge that recruiting challengersfor the
House may a so betough for both parties.

In Florida, former Vietnam ambassador Pete Peterson said he
wouldn’t run for governor as a Demacrat against Republican incum-
bent Jeb Bush because of the attacks. Some Republicanshavea so de-
cidedthetimeisn’tright for anew political challenge, suchasRep. J.D.
Haworth of Arizona, who decided not to run for governor.

“The attacks injected so much uncertainty into the political atmo-
sphereasto tip somefolksinclined to go the other way,” said Jim Jor-
dan, executivedirector of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee. “ Peoplein politicshatetofeel that they’ renotincontrol of their
own fates.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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It's important to remain politically unified

President Bush hasinspired the nation with his
resolve and rhetoric to fight awar against terror-
ism. He seems to have a sensible strategy. Now
comesthedifficult part: execution.

Thewar ahead is unlike any the United States
has ever waged or even prepared for — acombi-
nation of spycraft, domestic police work and se-
curity,commando operations, precisionair strikes
and drying up of the enemy’sresources, not Gulf
War-style masstank attacks across open land.

Unprecedented pol| numbersshow that thepub-
licoverwhelmingly supportsBushand alsobacks
hispolicy, evenif thewarislongandinvolvesU.S.
casualties.

If therearedangersahead, they lieinimpatience;
discouragement at setbacksor areturnto partisan
orideologica wranglingthat could sapthenation’s
strength. Sofar, congressional leaders, particularly
formerly hostileDemocrats, havebeentotally sup-
portiveof thepresident’spolicy. Thereobviously
aredifferences— over how far tocurtail civil lib-
erties, especially — but they’ re being expressed
in anew tone, without normal finger pointing or
blame-casting.

It was reassuring to note that after Bush deliv-
ered hisspeech, he bestowed hugsand patsonthe
cheek to suchformerly fierceadversariesas Rep.
Richard Gephardt (D-Mo.) and Sens. Thomas
Daschle(D-S.D.) and CharlesSchumer (D-N.Y.).

Below the surface, though, there is naturally
concernabout whether Bush canpull off thedaunt-
ing task of wiping out terrorism. Somepeopleare
fidgeting for action. Otherswant not only to cor-
rect past errors but also to find officialsto blame
andfire.

Americans need to remember when the going
getsroughthat it took fivemonthsto put forcesin
placefor the Gulf War, four yearsto defeat Japan
and Germany inWorldWar 11, and45yearstobring
down the Soviet Union.

We undoubtedly do not have many yearsto de-
feat theworldwideterrorist network andthestates
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that sponsor it, becausethey arelikely to possess
chemical andbiol ogical weaponsandthemeansto
deliver them.

Ideological division could comefrom theright
or left. Sofar, thereseemstobenear universa dis-
missal of thel eft-wing slander that Americasome-
how deserved its Sept. 11 punishment because of
“hegemonic” foreign policy.

Typified by writer Susan Sontag's accusations
in last week’s New Yorker magazine, part of the
|eftists’ argumentisthat our country hasbeenstarv-
ing Iragi children and arrogantly bombing Iragi
targets. Infact, itislragi dictator Saddam Hussein
who hasbeen starving hispopul ation by spending
government revenueon hismilitary and on monu-
mentsto, and pal acesfor, himself. Thebombing has
been doneto protect planespatrolling United Na-
tions-imposed no-fly zones.

Some analystswould like to adopt the line that
U.S. support for Isradl justifiesterrorism. But ter-
rorist kingpin Osamabin Laden himself hasmade
itclearthathisNo. 1aimistodrivetheUnited States
out of Saudi Arabia, and No. 2isthedestruction of
Israel.

There is no yielding to either demand without
allowing reactionary radicalism and terror to rule
theMiddleEast and much of theworld, not thelib-
eral democracy that most of the world’s people
crave. Bush has made it abundantly clear that |s-
lam and the Arab world is not the enemy, and he
has demonstrated this by visiting repeatedly with
American Muslims.

Yet hate crimes continue to occur. Bush could
drop his past objection to hate-crimes | egislation

to deal with the situation. And ordinary citizens,
with churches and synagogues in the lead, shoulc
offer physical protection to mosques and Arab-
American communities.

Right-wing divisiveness appeared briefly in the
Rev. Jerry Falwell’s accusation that liberals made
thecountry deserving of aterrorist assault— astate-
ment for which he's apol ogi zed.

However, now some conservatives, led by
Weekly Standard Editor Bill Kristol, are elevating
strategy disagreementswithintheBushadministra-
tion into questions of loyalty to the president and
willingnessto fight. Specifically, Kristol accusec
Secretary of State Colin Powell of undercutting
Bush’'s war policy against the Taliban regimein
Afghanistaninthenameof hol ding together abroac
international coalition.

Agroupof conservativesal sowroteintheWeekly
Standardthat it would* congtituteearly and perhaps
decisivesurrender” not to target Husseinimmedi-
ately, along with bin Laden and his al Queda net-
work, apolicy favored at the Pentagon.

Bush'sstrategy —tiltingtoward Powell — seems
to be the formation of a broad coalition to isolate
and defeat al Quedafirst, andtheTalibaninthepro-
cess, and thenmoveonto Irag and other statesstill
sponsoring terrorism.

It would be amonumental error not to try to de-
pose Hussein eventually, but targeting him first
would dissolve the coalition that’s given Bush his
early successes. worldwide support and basing
rightsin countriesringing Afghanistan.

| have atheory that recent books and moviesre-
minding Americans of the achievements of the
World War |1 “ greatest generation” helped inspire
therallying of thisgeneration after the bombings.

Certainly, several timesBushtriedtoevokeWin-
ston Churchill in his defiant speech to Congress.
The task ahead is to maintain determination and
unity inthetrying daysto come.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.

How | would explain terrorism to grandkids

Secretary of State Colin Powell spoke to the
essenceof the Sept. 11 terrorist attack on Sept. 11.
“Thiswas not,” he said, “just an assault on the
United States. It wasan assault on civilization.”

Oneof my daughtershasthree young children.
TheyliveinSt. Louis. When Jessicacall ed that day
tofind out whether | had beeninmy office, not far
from the World Trade Center, when it was blown
up, she asked, “How can | explain this horror to
the kids? How can | explain how people can do
this?’

| told her what | would say to my grandchildren:
“Everywhereintheworld, there are some people
soonfirewithabelief, atotal reasonfor being, that
they cankill otherswhodonot sharethat belief for
theoverwhel ming purposeof advancingtheir par-
ticular religious or political commands.”

Wehavehad suchzeal otsinthiscountry, | would
add. Just before the Civil War, John Brown, who
would freeall theslaves, would al so murder any-
one, guilty or innocent of involvement in slavery,
whom he felt stood in hisway. And there isthe
murderous fringe of the pro-life movement, who
betray their own stated belief that all lifeissacred
by urging thekilling— and sometimesthey actu-
aly nate— doctorswho performabortions.

And| wouldtell my grandchildren of theyoung
Pal estini ans, thesui cidebombers, who blow them-
selvesup asthey murder I sraglis, many of themas
young asthey are, inthenameof Palestinianinde-
pendence. Ontheday of theterrorist slaughter of
Americans, Palestinians of all ageswere dancing
inthe streets— rejoicing in thekilling of Ameri-
cans becausethiscountry isan aly of Israel.

| wouldespecialy tell my grandchildrentoavoid
losingtheir respectfor all lifeby abandoningtheir
own humanity when they became part of a
“greater” goal that teaches them to regard other
people as disposable.

Thereis something else to be learned from the
terrorist attackson Americaon Sept. 11. A televi-
sion reporter — with bodies on stretchers behind
him — said on that day, “Americawill never be
thesame.”

But there is another way to consider the long-
range effects of that day of horror. Now that we
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know “national security” is more than a catch
phrase, will Americaagain be so captured by fear
asto cast anet of suspicion over many of itsown
citizens? AsThe New York Times said in an edi-
torial theday after theterroristwar onthecity,“ The
temptationwill begreat inthedaysahead towrite
Draconian new laws that give law-enforcement
agencies — or even military forces— aright to
undermine the civil liberties that shape the char-
acter of the United States.”

AndaWashington Post poll of Sept. 12revedls:
“two in three were willing to ‘ surrender some of
thelibertieswehaveinthiscountry’ tocrack down
onterrorism.” Later,aCBS-New York Timespoll
said even more of uswould yield our rights.

In too many American schools, our history is
only fragmentarily taught. How many Americans
know of the “Red Scare” of 1919 and the 1920s,
when large numbers of alleged radicals,
subversivesand“ Bolsheviks’ wererounded upin
33 cities. Without any meaningful chance to de-
fendthemselves, someweresummarily deported.

And while the phrase “McCarthyism” is still
heard, | wonder how many Americanswhodid not
livethrough Joe M cCarthy’sreign of blacklisting
understand the fear he instilled in many people
who, like myself, were as anti-Communist as he
was, butwho also knew that criticism of hismeth-
ods could categorize us as “ subversives’ by the
legion of McCarthyitesaround the country.

SupremeCourt JusticeWilliam O. Douglasused
toremindusthat theguaranteesof theBill of Rights
are " not self-executing.” We have to make them
work.Andinoneof our |ast conversations, Justice
WilliamBrennansaid, “ Theframersknewthat lib-
erty isafragilething, and so should we.”

Meanwhile, Arab-Americansarebeingreviled
onour streetsby fellow Americansbecause of the

terror attacks. They are now experiencing thefra-
gility of their ownliberty — not by actionsof their
government, but from stereotyping by other citi-
zens. TheSept. 10N.Y. Daily Newsreported, “ Two
veiled women pushing baby strollers’ inan Arab-
American neighborhood were surrounded by “ an-
gry youthswho hurled epithets at them.” I’ m sure
those youths consider themselves patriots.

AsJusticeAnthony K ennedy hassaid, “ TheCon-
stitution needs renewal and understanding each
generation, or it'snot going to last.” Thisisacru-
cial responsibility of all of usinatime of national
danger.

Nat Hentoff is a nationally renowned authority
on the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights.
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