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commentary
from other pens...
Smithsonian museum
digs Into its own past

By Carl Hartman

Associated Press Writer

WA SHINGTON —A century ago, whenagentlemanwouldroutinely
provideaspittoon for hisoffice and carry apocket watch with afancy
fob, Washington already had a museum to remind future generations
of how thingsused to be.

Now the Smithsonian I nstitution, which runsthe National Museum
of AmericanHistory, ispublishingabook onitsown history of collect-
ing. It sayspeopleneed to bereminded of how their grandparentslived
in order to understand the currents of modern life.

“Legacies,” by Steven Lubar and Kathleen M. Kendrick, hasanil-
lustration on nearly all of its pagesto support the argument the past is
worth holding onto.

The authors quote John Steinbeck’s classic novel “The Grapes of
Wrath” about apoor family agonizing over what to take along asthey
prepareto move from Oklahomato California.

“How will weknow it'suswithout our past?’ isthe question.

Watchfobsand spittoonshavestoriestotell, but themuseumand book
include much more.

For exampl e, there’ sacasting of Abraham Lincoln’sfaceand thetop
hat heworeto Ford’s Theatre on April 15, 1865. There’'sa 1790 spin-
ningframefromamill inRhodeldand, the1849 patent model of Samuel
F.B.Morse'stel egraph, anda1936 child’schemistry set. There' sGeorge
Armstrong Custer’sfringed buckskin coat, and a1987 panel from the
AlIDSmemoria quilt. All make apoint about the American past.

There are the chairsfrom the McL ean House at A ppomattox Court
House, Va., onwhich Gens. Robert E. Leeand Ulysses Grant sat when
they agreed to the termsthat ended the Civil War.

There'sa Stradivarius violin from the 1700s and Duke Ellington’s
manuscript scorefor “Light” from about 1940.

But what isafob?

The watch pocket, which most clothing manufacturers have aban-
doned, wascalled afob. But thefob wasal so the name of the ornament
that hungfromthewatch chain outsidethepocket. It enabled thegentle-
manto avoid an unseemly strugglewhen hehauled thewatch out of the
tight pocket.

Although the book quotes aformer gatekeeper of museum collec-
tions as banning “personal memorabilia,” the current generation of
curators have found that personal thingsstill say alot.

Anillustration in “Legacies’ showsawatch and fob madein 1886
for A.W. Callen of Junction City, Kan. Callen had them encrusted with
gold nuggetsfrom his Colorado mine.

Today’ stastemay find themtacky and ostentatious. Intheir timethey
were considered beautiful aswell asvaluable. Moreover they were a
testimony of family lovefrom*“ Old Grizzly,” asCalleninscribed him-
self. Watch and fob were bequeathed to the Smithsonian in 1963.

Only asmall fraction of themorethan 3 million objectsintheAmeri-
can history museum’s storeroomsison display at any onetime.

Some exhibits areincompl ete, despite the best efforts of collectors.

Of George Washington’suniform, the museum explainshe actually
worethewaistcoat with itsdozen buttonsand tight britchesduring the
Revolution. The coat comesfrom histime as president.

The museum has only found parts of ENIAC, the huge “ electronic
numerical integrator and computer,” even though it began collecting
every component it could find inthe 1960s.

Most historians, it says, recognize ENIAC as “the first electronic,
programmable, general-purpose, commercially successful digital com-
puter,” though thereisstill somedebate. TheU.S. Army used ENIAC
for ballistic calculations after it wasbuilt in 1945.

Prized for its place in the history of technology, the bulky array of
wiringissaidtohavelesscal culating power thantoday’ sdigital watches.

EDITOR SNOTE—Car| Hartman hasreportedfor The Associated
Pressfor more than 50 years. He coversthe art and museum scene.
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Bin Laden’s tax haven in t

Bepatriatic, fly Old Glory and buy intothestock
market.

A prayer service in Yankee Stadium you say?
WEell, things are really bad when Oprah Winfery
leads a prayer in Yankee Stadium. What would
Casey Stingel say about that?

Itishardnottoseeal.S. flagonthe CNBC cable
channel. Unbelievable! After four days, the para-
digmof cyberspace(American) capitalismisopen
again and those fancy guyswere nervousasacat
onatinroof. They wanted everyoneto bepatriotic
and buy theAmerican stock market.

Yeah, butitwouldbeisolationistif wedidn'tbuy
Chinese. Bet they don’t say the same thing when
we import cattle from Canada and Australia, or
sugar fructose for Pepsi and Coke.

Wasit buy American when tax evaders opened
offshore accounts in the Caribbean? These off
shore banks are as secretive as the People’'s Lib-
eration Army of China.

Things are bad when eight year old girls are
chainedtoamachinemakingU.S. flags12hoursa
day. So buy, buy, buy Chinese.

Say whatever happened to those black berets
madein China, wasthat buy American?Wasit buy
American when someone made a stupid sugges-
tion that the meat we eat should belabeled domes-
ticorimported?Whatever happenedtotherightto
know?

Theink wasnot dry ontheNorthAmerican Free
Trade Agreement before there was arash of food
contaminations and some wondered if it was
Montazuma srevenge, but what better way for ter-
roriststo contaminateour food chainthanto come
acrossour borders.

WehaveaSecretary of Agriculturethat nullified
adually held commodity referendum checkoff
vote.

Wehave Chineseespionageagentswho confess
topassing secretsto China, but arenot prosecuted.
Thenwewonder why westill areholding military-
exchanges with People’s Liberation Army of

AMERICA 16 THREATENING
TO BOMB US BACK TO
THE GTONE AGE !

Y

wayne
gattshall

® waynne’s world

China. It was great for Jaing. The Chinese gained
valuableinformationbuttheU.S. gotwhat thelittle
boy shot at (nothing).

Soitsnot surprisingwearevulnerabletoterror-
ist attacks. Thereismoretothisthanwhohasfunny
looking beards.

Wehavetheeco-terrorists. They arelikethe Chi-
nesewhenthey committerroristsactsthey never go
tojail. All that happensisthelocal sheriff’sdepart-
ment says we are looking into the incident but we
haven't arrested anyone. Doesthat sound familiar?

Theeco-terroristsclaimthesamemoral rectitude
astheMuslimsit wasall those white guysfault.

Wearehearingal ot of toughtalk fromtheWhite
Teepee. They say wewill go after anyonethat had
anythingtodowiththeimplosioninNew York City
but do they really mean it?

Hesayshewill impoundtheterroristsmoney, but
they would be thevillageidiot if they didn’t have
their money insomeoffshorebank intheBarbados.
Someoneshouldtell himmoney isnot farmexports.

Itiseasier to ship the EP-3E Lockheed Aries||
to the Pentagon than to export agricultural com-
modities. Youwould think food was anuclear sat-
ellite. Ittakesanexportlicensefromthe Commerce
and State Department toexport our farm surpluses.
Money is not gold bouillon all it takes to export
money isacomputer. Bin Laden can move money
with the speed of light across time zones, across
continentsand never be caught.

Itwill beeasierto send aChinesespy tojail than
itistofind Bin Laden’smoney. We shouldlook in
our cavesfirst, someof themost prestigiousnames
in banking, have offshore shell banks, there.

So good luck to the big Chief inthe White Tee-
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pee. It might beimpossibletoimpound BinLaden’s
bank accounts. He can’t count on New York City
hedge funds like George Soros and Long-Term
Capital Management tobepatriotic. Whenit comes
to money itsaworld with no national flags.

So go aheadtheU.S. Federal Reserveisprinting
money like it was the central bank of China. Alan
Greenspan has promised the European Union $50
billion to bailout its banking system. He has made
availableanother $20t0$30billiontocreateliquid-
ity (inflation) for the U.S. stock market.

Youfarmersdon't needtoworry they areshipping
100,000 metrictonsof wheat totheTalibanand Bin
Laden in Afghanistan.

The Maritime Service should be happy too they
will make$1.14 abushel shippingittothem. While
tensionsinthe Middle-East areawaysafactor, but
thisanti-Americanismmay havebeganback in July
of 1997 when nearly every central bank inthesels-
lamic nationswas driven off their U.S. dollar peg.
Over night U.S. whest cost them$10abushe intheir
currency. What had been an Asian tiger economy
had became adead cat bounce.

What did that Pioneer Village al ong the Potomac
do? It started the printing presses again and bailed
out the stock market, that had dropped 500 points.
That was great for the let them eat cakers but for
emerging nations like Indonesia and South Kores
it was back to the Stalingrad choice.

For 20 years the above mentioned was pulling
their peopleout of poverty but after theAsian con-
tagionthepoverty inthesel slamicnationswent from
11 percent to 50 percent, of their people.

Evenif thosefancy guyshadtheir brainsremoved
they should have known that it would have been
better to give them our surpluses THEN — than
fighting them NOW.

What didthey say?They saidwecan’tdothat, but
weare. Wearesending 100,000 tonstoAfghanistan
under the Mother JonesAct, and it isSWAR.
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Good, bad or ... diplomacy

Thanksto British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw,
wenow seehow it’sreally done: how awily mas-
tery of diplomacy can coalesceany coalition, poof,
beforeyou can say “ Deathto America.”

Hang on a second. You mean that’s not what
happened following Straw’s “historic” visit to
Tehran this week? Not exactly. As Straw put it,
according to the London Telegraph, “ The phrase
that | think would be more appropriate (than coa-
lition-building) isthat of aninternational consen-
sus.”

“Consensus’ may be a couple notches down
from*coalition,” butit’'sastart. What sort of con-
sensus did Straw build, and, equally important,
how did hebuildit?

Oneday after conferringwith Secretary of State
ColinPowell, Straw jetted to Tehran, markingthe
first timeaBritish Foreign Secretary hadtraveled
to the radically anti-Western country since the
19791slamicRevolution. Carryingwhat the State
Department characterized as“ no particular mes-
sage” from the United States (which, of course,
severed diplomatic relationswith Iran following
thefall of the Shah and the seizure of the Ameri-
can Embassy in Tehran), Straw wasclearly out to
gaugethechancesof Iranjoiningtheinternational
coalition to be led by the United States against
state-sponsored terrorism.

Problemis, Iranitself is a state sponsor of ter-
rorism— oftenagainst theUnited States. Remem-
ber the 1983 suicidebombing of theU.S. Marines
barracksinBeirut that killed 241 young men?That
was the work of Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed
militia. Among other massacres, Iranisimplicated
inthe1996 bombingin Saudi Arabiathatkilled 19
airmen, and is a suspect, along with Osama bin
L aden’sal Qaeda, inthe1998 bombingsof theU.S.
embassiesin Kenya and Tanzania. It may even
have had abloody hand in the attack on America
of Sept. 11. Thissort of thing might present astum-
bling block to the average Joe, but not to the pro-
fessionalsinthe British Foreign Office.

Straw determinedthat thebest way todefusethe
pesky terror issuewas, to coinaphrase, tofeel the
terrorists’ pain. On the day before hisarrival, he
contributed an inflammatory op-ed piece to the
Iranian pressinwhich hecameperilously closeto
rationalizing terrorism by linking it to the plight
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of “Palestine.” That old canard requiresawillful

misreading of thefacts, from Ehud Barak’ sshock-
ingly numerous concessionsto Yassir Arafat (re-
jected), toOsamabin Laden’ sinfamoushatred not
for Israel, but for the United States and itsinter-
estsintheMiddleEast. Perhapsworse, itrevealsa
fundamental misunderstanding of the global and
cultural scope of the mission before us.

Too bad not every Iranian could concentrate on
hisarticle; thechantingoutsi detheBritishembassy
of “DeathtoBritain,” “ DeathtoAmerica,” wastoo
loud. Andwho could possibly hear that Straw was
actually offering Iranasignificant rolein shaping
Afghanistan’spost-Talibangovernment?Theim-
portant thing, of course, isthat Iran’sleadersheard
him out. This seemsto have been rather thrilling
totheForeign Secretary, whodeclared Britainand
Iran to be in “ absolute agreement.” About what,
however, wasn’tclear. “What I’ vestartedtoday is
ahigh-level dialogue with the Iranians of akind
that we've not enjoyed for years,” Straw said be-
fore departing for Tel Aviv, where hewould face
understandably livid Israglis. “I want to see that
continued.”

What continued?lranwaited until Straw wasout
of town before Ayatollah Ali Khamenei gave an
answer. Amidcriesof “ DeathtoAmerica’ —kind
of bringson nostalgiafor thehostagecrisis—and
“Death to Israel,” the Ayatollah announced that
Iran would provide zero help to Americaand its
alies, whoever they might be. “We do not trust
America. We do not think America has the com-
petenceandsincerity tolead aninternational move
against terrorism, asthe world’s most dangerous
terrorists are sitting next to it,” he said, referring
to, of all countries, Israel. He went on to say that
Americawas" over-expectant” inregardto assem-
blingacoalition,and,ingeneral, engagingin“dis-
gusting” behavior. Which seemed to remind the
Ayatollahthat, asheputit, “Israeli leadersareal

terrorists... America... blood... Zionistregime...”
Thecoalitionneedsthisguy likeit needsOsamabin
Laden.

Believe it or not, the State Department isn't so
sure. “Wewould still beinterested in what Iran i
prepared to do against terrorism,” spokesman Ri-
chard Boucher said after the Ayatollah’s outburst.
Didn’t Iranmakeitself clear?Evenits" moderate”
president, Mohammad K hatami, came out to dis-
miss President Bush as “arrogant” for attempting
to“ distinguishbetweengoodandbad.” Meanwhile,
thank heavensfor Bush’'s*arrogance” — a*“vice”
diplomatsdon’t seemto have.

Diana West isa columnist and editorial writer
for TheWashington Times. Shecan becontacted at
dianaww@attglobal .net.
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