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\Water users react with anger to zero depletion

WATER, from Page 1

in January, he set the zero depletion
deadlinefor 2020.

Farmers, irrigators and other water
usersreactedwithshock and anger, she
said, claiming that the governor’s so-
lution was too simplistic and would
hurt agriculture badly.

“Itwaswidely unpopular,” shesaid.
“Itwould havecut off al ot of water use
sooner than needed. It really had alot
of peopleworried.”

Stover said declinesinthe Ogallala
Aquifer are complicated, and one so-
lution isn’t going to work for every
area.

Theaquifer'swaterisunequally dis-
tributed across the state, she said,
which means some areas have access

to more water than others. While hy-
drologists have found water level de-
clines of more than 100 feet in south-
east Kansas, she said, the drop hasn’t
been as steep in other areas, and there
have even been someincreases.

Stover said the water level decline
may not mean much, because many
areas with the biggest declines also
haveaccesstothemost water, and till
have enough to support irrigation for
another 100to 250years. Establishing
zerodepl etion by 2020 would stunt the
state’seconomy.

“Therewould haveto bea60 to 80
percent cutinwater use,” Stover said,
noting that 95 percent of the water
drawnfromtheaquiferisusedforirri-
gation.

Gov. Graves took a new approach,

she said, and asked the Kansas Water
Office and the Department of
Agriculture’s Division of Water Re-
sourcesto study the declinesand find
asolution.
Theagenciescameupwiththe*two
pool” plan, wherewater intheaquifer
would bedividedinto a“ usable” pool
and a“ conservation” pool.
Irrigatorswouldtill beabletopump
from the usable pool, but water inthe
conservation pool would be reserved
to sustain cities and households, not
farms. Asthelevel of water inthe us-
able pool decreased, water usewould
haveto decrease aswell.
“Theproposal createdalot of discus-
sion,” Stover said, “ but had mixed re-
views.”
Thegovernor rolled again, shesaid,

and had the Kansas Water Authority
formtwo committeesinMay toreview
the situation. The management advi-
sory committee’s job isto develop a
planfor reducingwater declines, while
the technical committeeis reviewing
studiesonaquifer declinesandfeeding
information to the management com-
mittee.

Stover said a majority of the 17
membersof themanagement commit-
tee live in western Kansas and their
livelihoodistiedtofarming. Members
include Goodland's Larry McCants,
president of the First National Bank,
and Colby’sWayne Bossert, manager
of Groundwater M anagement District
No. 4.

Stover said her job isto find staff
outside the committees to help the

Commissioners welcome new manager
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year with a clearer understanding of
what would be coming into the trans-
fer station. He did say the county will
help with removal of coolant from ap-
pliances.

Curt Way, county public works di-
rector, brought the bids for two new
pickupsfor theroad and bridgedepart-
ment.

The bid from Finley Motors was
$45,117 for two ($22,558 each); Herl
Chevrolet-Buick bid $42,782,
($21,390 each); and Dan Brenner Ford
bid $41,096, ($20,548 each).

Way said all threebidswerecompa-
rable, and that all three dealers have
been good to work with. Commis-
sioner Tiedemadeamotionto gowith

thelow bid from Brenner. Rasure sec-
onded and it passed unanimously.
Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld
was absent.

Way said delivery would takesix to
eight weeks, and that the department
will take two of the existing pickups
and use onefor thelandfill and put the
other upfor sale.

“We'll get by with what we can,”
Way said.

Ron Dautel, who supervises the
county-run sewer ponds serving the
Northern Sun plant at Caruso, said he
nedsto have anincreasein hishourly
ratebecauseof theincreased expenses
he is encountering handling the part
timejob.

“Inthepast year, thecostshavemore
thandoubled,” Dautel said, “and| need

towork out adeal with the county.”

Hesaid heneeds$35 per hour for the
work, and is concerned about the po-
tential liability if somethingweretogo
wrong.

“The state is relying on my signa-
ture, and it looks like | would be the
personthey would comeafter,” Dautel
said.

Commissioner Rasure said he felt
the liability was with the county be-
cause Dautel was an agent of them.

Dautel said monitoring the ponds
takesabout 10 hoursamonth, hegoes
out two to threetimes aweek and that
he started in 1995.

Thecommissionerssaidthey would
get back tohimabout anew agreement.

Dautel mentioned there may be
some need to see how the ponds are

being used, and whether another pond
isneeded inthefuture.

He said the state may require the
county to fence the ponds.

John Peptis, Goodland branch man-
ager of HighPlainsMental Health, was
at themeetingtoask asthenew branch
manager if the commissioners have
had any problemsor complaintsabout
the mental health programs.

The commissioners welcomed
Peptis, and said they did not know of
any.

The next commission meeting will
beat 8 am. Tuesday, Oct. 16.

Commissioners will consider ap-
pointment of someone to fill the va-
cancy on the hospital board from the
recent resignation of Dr. Greg
Bongers.

group reachitsgoal.

She said people at the state Water
Office, theKansas Geological Survey
and Kansas State University arehelp-
ing.

The management committee’s last
meeting will be on Tuesday, Oct. 16,
she said, and the group will make a
proposal to the Water Authority in
November. If the proposal flies, it will
beincluded in thisyear’s state Water
Plan, which will bereviewed by local
boards and the public.

Stover said committee members
have agreed on some general princi-
pals, including breakinguptheaquifer
insubunitswithsimilar characteristics.
She said that would make it easier to
manage the aquifer’s water, as each

areawould haveitsown guidelines.

The committee wantsto find away
for farmersto be able to usethe water
for aslong as possible, she said.

“Wewant to makesurewestill have
an economy,” shesaid. “ The question
is, what can we do to keep agriculture
going and keep the economy going?’

Theanswer, Stover said, isgoingto
include using lesswater.

“Some areas just have to adjust to
using lesswater,” she said. “We want
to help those areas make that adjust-
ment.”

She said there’s no need for peopl e
panic, however.

“Nooneisgoingtowakeup oneday
and turn the tap on and no water will
comeout.”

Bus tipped
after driver
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who had been polite and spoke
with aforeign accent, got up sev-
eral timestoask himwherethebus
was headed, Brandon said.

Thedriver, whosenamewasnot
immediately released, told Bran-
donthepassenger then*‘ accosted’
him with abox cutter.

However, Brandon said he
couldn’t confirm the weapon was
abox cutter, sayingitwasa'* sharp
instrument similar to a razor
blade.”” The terrorists who hi-

over
accosted

jacked four airlinerson Sept. 11 re-
portedly used box cuttersin their
suicide attacks.

After attackingthedriver, thepas-
senger grabbed the steering wheel,
forcing the bus into the oncoming
lanes of the interstate before it
crossed the road and tipped over
ontoitsright side, themedical exam-
iner said.

Thedriver wasableto crawl from
thewreckagethroughawindow and
tried to flag down passing vehicles.
He told Brandon the attacker was
thrown through the windshield.

Volunteer awards presentation highlights those who help in Brewster

We just had Laura Withington, Re-
tired Senior Volunteer Program coor-
dinator, here for the awards presenta-
tion and weall enjoyed thegamesand
prizesthat she brings.

Weappreciateall thework and effort
that Laura puts into these presenta-
tions. Thisisonebusy lady, andif you
are eligible, she makes being amem-
ber alot of fun. | recommend this or-
ganizationtoanyonethat enjoysbeing
with other people.

The week of Sept. 16, Wilma Burk
spent thetimein McCook, Neb., with
her daughter, Jani ce Seligan and fam-
ily, while Beverly Fraily wasin the
hospital. Beverly was released on
Thursday, and Wilma returned home
then. Beverly isfeeling better each day.

Just heard something neat, although
it brought atear to my eye. Carolyn
Richardssaidthat shesent someribbon
bracel etsand such uptotheschool, the

. sally

day after Sept. 11, so the kids would
havesomethingred, white, and blueto
wear. Today thekidscametothe Craft
Peddler at 2:30 p.m. and presented her
with a huge card, with the American
Flag, and they had all signed the card.
Then they sang, “My Country Tis of
Thee”, while standing in front of the
store. Carolyn was alittle misty eyed
tellingmeaboutit. Thisisthespiritthat
won't et insane rebels and their flun-
kiestake over America.

Saturday evening, Sept. 22, supper
guestsof Lewisand L etaL inden, were
Fay and Francis Trail of Atwood, Mr.

'michael

® prewster beacon

and Mrs. Oscar Jones,
of Colby and Vera
Gorman, of Brewster.
This was to celebrate
Lewis’ birthday. On
Wednesday, Vera
hosted another supper
in Oakley. Guests for
this celebration were Lewis, Leta,
Vera, along with Jack and Mary Faber
of Brewster.

On Tuesday, Leta had lunch, in
Colby, with IrisNeitzel.

Quiteafew thingsarecomingupin
October, sol’ll try tokeepyoucurrent.
On Friday, Oct. 12, which happensto
beHomecoming for Brewster, the Se-
nior Center will haveopen housefrom
2to4p.m., sobesuretostopinand say
“Hi,” and have acookie or something.
All agesare welcome.

At5p.m.onMonday, Oct. 15, there
will be a salad supper sponsored by

421 E. 17th Street
Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 899-7375

Fax: (785) 899-3959

McB’s Motor Company
e Tire Sdles & Service
Most tires come with Road Hazard warranty
» 24 Hour mobiletire service
e 24 Hour wrecker service

YES
We' re OPEN

U-Haul dealer

THE ATIRUE. WAREHOUS

Antiques o Collectibles o Gifts

17" & Main - Goodland, Kan. 67735 - 785-899-5965
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MST = Sun. by chance

Beta Club, and hosted by the emer-
gency medical technicians. Nancy
Hawkinsand Cheryl Evert arethehost-
esses of this, and al residentsover 50
are encouraged to come and find out
what happenswhenyoucall 911. There
islotsof information that can help us,
and this way, you can enjoy a good
meal whilelearning. Rideswill befur-
nished for people who want to come.
So be sureto plan on having supper at
the Senior Center, at 5p.m. onOct. 15.

On Tuesday, Oct. 16, the Thomas
County Health Nurse will be at the
Senior Center to giveflu shotsfor this
year. Wehavetheformssoyou canfill
them out ahead of time and be ready
when the nurse gets here. Kathy, the
nurse, says she might be here alittle
early, but for certain, shewill be here
at 10 am. There will also be some
pneumonia vaccines available, if
needed.
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

p&b Buildey,

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th « Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
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EQUAL HOUSING

Weweresorry tohear about Winfred
Inloes, husband of theformer Marga-
retLeel ewis, passingaway inQuinter,
on Sept. 24. Hisfuneral wasWednes-
day, Sept. 26, and we send our condo-
lencestoMargaret L eeand her family.

Also, we want George Luckert to
know we are thinking of his family
followingthedeath of hissister, Viola,
in Tennessee. George and Roberta at-
tendedtheservices, and should beback
by the weekend.

The weather is beautiful, and the
new wheat has been boosted off to a
good start by therecent rains.

Nancy Hawkinsisreporting that the
recycling center ispleased with Brew-
ster’s response, but she said the lady
doesask that any lidsberemovedfrom
plastic containers. Another request is
for pop bottlesto beclear plastic only,
no colors. So, | guesswe need to bea
little more cautiousin our recycling.

Combined ratesare
available to feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

Hope all of you have a great week,
and enjoy thesenicedaysaslongaswe
can. Seeyou hext time.

correction

A storyintheOct. 2 Goodland Daily
Newsstated said JandaLininaskedthe
city commission for a portion of Ar-
cade to be closed for the Nu Phi Mu
sorority craft fair thefirst weekend of
November. The craft fair is on Satur-
day,Nov.17,andLininistoremindthe
city manager a couple of days ahead
about the street closures.

TheGoodland Daily Newswill cor-
rect any mistake or misunder standing
inanewsstory. Please call our office
at (785) 899-2338toreporterrors. e
believe that news should be fair anc
factual. We want to keep an accurate
record and appreciate you calling to
our attention any failureto live up to
thisstandard.

NEW SYSTEM

Probessional

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Chris & Beth Lewon
“We do windows”

The

Goodlana Daily News

1205 Main
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

Check our On-Line Ste
at nwkansas.com

Jill’s Helping Hands, Inc.
“A helping hand at home” &

N
Providing Homemaker

and
Attendant Care Services

Tami Sanderson, Branch Mgr.
Goodland KS
785-899-5623

Jill Edgett, Owner; Edmond KS
785-622-4254

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. %

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628
785-694-2687

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES

Custom Vinyl

& Painting

Box 309

omchsr [800-886-2423] <

DAY BREAK
TAXIDERMY

Now Open
1010 Road 62, Goodland

(785) 899-6399
Ken & Diane * please call ahead

(970) 482-4558
Fort Coallins, Colo., - Randy

Coash
TV Audio Video Service

Expert Electronic Repairs
We Service TVs - VCRs -
Camcorders -
Computer Monitors - Satellite
Systems - Stereos
Duane & Bertie Coash, Owners

785-899-3378

719-346-8145

BANKWEST

OF KANSAS

-
SUNWEST

BANKS OF COLORADO

A BRANCH OF BANKWEST OF KANSAS

===  [IDIE

AUTO LOANS

starting at

6.95%

ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE

*Based on $15,000 at 6.95% APR for 36 months payments
would be $462.80. Certain terms and conditions may
apply. Subject to credit qualification.

Toll Free: (888) 828-(BANK) 2265
COLBY e GOODLAND < ST.FRANCIS < IDALIA,CO

Jim Alco

SHELTER

INSURANCE _
Business: (7

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME « CAR -
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727

Home: (785) 899-3974
'® WwWw.shelterinsurance.com

FARM - BUSINESS

rn, Agent

85) 899-2553




