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commentary

from other pens...

U.N. seen as allied with
U.S. In terrorism fight

By George Gedda

Associlated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — A half century ago, many Americans used
bumper stickersto advertise their feelings about the United Nations:
“TheU.S. out of the U.N. and the U.N. out of the U.S.”

In 1983, Charles Lichenstein, the No. 2 U.S. officia at the United
Nations, responded to member state complaints about supposed U.S.
host country shortcomingsby urgingthem, only half injest, torel ocate
the mammoth operation el sewhere.

“Wewill put noimpedimentinyour way, and wewill beat dockside
bidding you afarewell asyou set off into the sunset,” he said.

Complaintsby Americansabout the United Nationsused to becom-
mon but now the world body no longer need fear being uprooted by a
wrathful America. Intheaftermath of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, there
hasbeenanunusual outpouring of support and sympathy for theUnited
States at theworld body.

Last Friday, at U.S. urging, the U.N. Security Council approved a
resolutiondemandingthat all nationsfreezeterrorists assets, hattheir
funding and exchange information on their activities.

To guard against foot dragging, the council created acommittee to
monitor compliance. It took aday for the council to take the action.

“Thisisan unprecedented resol ution against terrorism in the work
of theUnited Nations,” U.S. ambassador John Negroponte exul ted.

Asafollow-up, theU.N. General Assembly isdevoting thisweek to
work on adoption of anew convention on terrorism that would incor-
porate key elementsfrom adozen existing legal instruments.

Thebiggest stumbling block isto come upwith auniversally accept-
able definition of terrorism. One man’sterrorist isanother man’sfree-
domfighter. Thusfar at the United Nations, thereisno ambiguity about
theeventsof Sept. 11: Terrorists, not freedomfighters, wereresponsible.

Amidtherallyingtogether behind the United States, itiseasy tofor-
get theU.S.-U.N. frictions during the first eight months of the year.

In many cases, it wasthe United Statesvs. theWorld. People started
calling the United States* unilateralist” and “isolationist.”

Washington hasfounditself aloneor almost aloneonthe Kyoto glo-
bal warmingagreement, thel nternational Court of Justi ce, enforcement
of atreaty to ban germ warfare and the U.N. World Conference on
Racism. InAugust, aU.N. conferencewas ableto reach agreement on
curbingillegal small armstrafficking but not beforeit waswatered down
by the United Statesto protect therightsof U.S. civilian gun owners.

Next month, the United States will be subjected to its annual clob-
bering by the General Assembly for theU.S. economicembargo agai nst
Cuba. It hasbecome aNovember ritual.

Timothy Crawford of the Brookings Institution says the General
Assembly is essentially powerless so its votes don’t count for much.
The Security Council iswheretheactionis, hesays, and “ often works
for our agenda.”

In addition to terrorism, Crawford recalls the Security Council of-
fered supportfortheU.S. positionintheK oreanand Persian Gulf wars.

Kim Holmes, avice president at the Heritage Foundation, said he
expectsU.N. support for the U.S. on terrorism will erode.

“Asthe coalition goes on, fissures are bound to develop,” he said.
“Some peoplesitting at the table are part of the problem.”

Americans opinion of the United Nations has increased in recent
years, with 64 percent now saying they think the organization does a
good job, according to an Associated Press poll conducted from Sept.
14-18. That’s about 20 points higher than inthe mid-1990s.

Ninein 10 in the poll, conducted for the AP by ICR of Media, Pa,,
said they think the United Nations should play amajor rolein pulling
countriestogether tofight terrorism. Morethan eight in 10 believethe
United States should remain in the United Nations.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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Taking youngster to ball game Is enjoyable

It'sbeen along time since |’ ve been to abase-
ball gamewithayoungster. | hadforgottenwhat a
fun experience it can be — especialy whenit's
someone else’schild.

We had Rockiesticketsfor the next-to-the-last
homegameof theseason on Saturday andwewere
raringtogo. But, wehadfour tickets, soweinvited
Steveand Anitato go.

Anitawasn’t able to go but Steve asked if he
could bring, his8-year-old son, Joe.

Joe was ready to go at 4 am. His father and
mother weren’t quite ready to go that early and
talked him into going back to bed. He popped up
againat 6a.m. andthistime, thefamily gotupand
started the day.

There was plenty of time. It was an afternoon
game and wefigured if weleft at 8:30 a.m. Cen-
tral Time, we would get there before noon on
Mountain Time. The game didn’t start until 1:05
p.m. but we weren't sure whether the new secu-
rity procedures might hold us up.

Steveand Joearrived promptly and wewereoff
tothegame. | put thetwo Steve'sinthefront seat
to discussguy stuff and Joeand | got in the back.

Anitahastaken her children onlotsof tripsand
shewasprepared. Joehad abackpack full of treats
and booksto keep him busy throughout thedrive.

He had bacon in aplastic bag and abaseball in

Rockies hitt

Maybe the Colorado Rockies pitchers will be
abletofind outif it'struethat chicsreally dig the
long ball.

You may remember thecommercia acoupleof
yearsago, wherethegirlsgowiththesuggerslike
Mark McGwire and leave the 20-game winners
standing in the dust.

ButtheRockiespitching staff has10homersthis
season, with six games|eft to go. Mike Hampton
hassix of those, tying the National Leaguerecord
for apitcher.

Saturday, Denny Neagle socked a grand slam
intothebullpenduringamarathongame(officialy
4 hours, eight minutes, but it seemed alot longer)
at CoorsField.

Sunday, John Thompson hit atriplein a 10-0
drubbing of the hapless Milwaukee Brewers.

Maybe now the girlswill notice.
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Neagle's homer was amazing, a no-doubt shot
that surprised most everyone at the game. But the
event alot of fanswerewaiting for didn’t happen
until Sunday.

That'swhen Todd Helton, the Rocks’ amazing
youngfirst baseman, hitadouble, making himthe
only maninmajor leaguehistory tohit 100 or more
extra-base hitstwo yearsin arow.

Hebecameoneof only threeplayerstohave 100
extra-basehitstwice. Theothers: Lou Gehrigand
Chuck Kleininthe 1930s. Thelist of playerswho
have hit 100 or morefor extrabases even onceis
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his pack. When hewas reminded that hewouldn’t
beabletotakethebackpack intothegame, hetrans-
ferred the bacon to the pack, which he usesashis
school bag during the week, and put the baseball
intheplastic bag to seeif hecould get it signed by
aplayer.

We had anicerideto thegameand got right in.
Our seatswereright behind home plate. Sincewe
were so early, we decided to |ook around.

Joe and his dad spotted a player signing auto-
graphs and headed that way. Unfortunately, the
player hadtoleavebeforeit wastheir turnandthey
returned to the seats. Leaving the baseball, they
headed for the concession stand to find lunch.

Almost assoonasthey wereout of sight, ayoung
player came out and started autographing every-
thing folks handed him — baseballs, gloves, pro-
gramsand caps.

Sincefather and son werenot around, my Steve
took Joe's bacon ball over and got the autograph.

steve
haynes
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notthat long, anditalsoincludesHank Greenburg,
StanMusia and, theonly recententry,Albert Belle
in 1995, hopefully with alegal bat. Babe Ruth
holdstherecordat 119in 1921, but he passed 100
only once. Gehrig hit 117in 1927.

Heltonwroteapageinbaseball history withthat
hit, butitlikely won'tbehislast. Thequiet, humble
first basemanjust keepsongetting better. Heflirted
with a .400 season last year, when he won the
|eague batting championship, and could easily
becomethe only player ever to hit more than 100
extra-baggersthreetimes. Hisfielding putshimin
therunning for aGold Gloveaswell.

“To think how long this game has been played
andall thegreat playerswhohaveplayed,” Helton
said, “and to be the only player to do something,
not just in one game, but consecutive seasons,
makesit specia.”

The Rockies took alot of heat four years ago
whenthey let their popul ar first baseman, Andres
Galarraga, goasafreeagent. Galarragaisnowwith
his third team since then, bouncing from Atlanta
to Texasto San Franciscointhetwilight of hisca-
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Itwasundoubtedly thebest smellingitemhesignec
all day.

Thegamewaslong but good. Wewon 14-12 and
saw someniceplays, including agrand slam home
run by the pitcher and adouble play.

We also saw some plays that will undoubtedly
show up on those bl ooper tapes next year, includ-
ing one of the first baseman catching a pop fly in
front of thedugout just astherookiecatcher raninto
him and made him drop the ball.

Thisisthetimeof year whenteamsliketheRock-
iesand Brewers, who haveno hopeswhatsoever of
making the playoffs, call upalot of young players.
It givestheyoungstersachanceto seewhat thebig
leaguesarelike. It givesthe managersabetter |ook
at theyounger players. And it givesthetelevision
crewsfodder for next year’sblooper program.

Joestayed awakefor thewholegame, despitehis
early rising. He was helped by large quantities of
sugar and saltintheform of cotton candy, popcorn,
pizzaand lemonade.

Assoonaswereturnedtothecar, however, hewas
ready to sack out and we weren't out of the city
before hewas asleep.

It had been along but fun day for all of us. On
Monday, Joe probably took his baseball to school
toshow it off, andif bothit and hisbackpack smell
like bacon no onewaslikely to complain.

qg sets Hall of Fame records

reer. He's a great player, ateam leader, overcame
cancer to play out hisfinal yeas, and still vastly
popular with Denver fans.

But with aHall of Fame quality player coming
up andready for thebigleagues, theRockiesreal ly
had no choice. Helton is one of those specia play-
ers, all the more so because heis so down to earth
and modest about what he does. Not aflasy leader
likethe Big Cat, but what aballplayer.

It would havebeen niceto seehimhit No. 100 on
Saturday, but no onewasworried that hewouldn’t
make it. The real question is, when will he do it
again?
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Watching the Rockies, even thought they may
well finishlast thisseason, you getto seesomegreat
players.

Larry Walker, the Canadianinright field, isjust
amazing, whether he isfielding or batting. Juan
Pierre, inhisfirstfull seasonin center, hasmanaged
tohitover.330, withathird of hishitsintheinfield.
He's soooo fast. Helton isHelton. Jeff Cirillo just
gets better at third.

And the pitching staff looks better all the time
with Hampton, Neagleand somevery good young
pitchers.

TheseasonendsSunday, butit’snot that longuntil
February, at least for thefaithful.
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