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commentary
from other pens...

Media role a concern,
but not a problem

I am an American, and I am sad

The Topeka Capital-Journal on media’s role:
Some are concerned that America’s omnipresent media may be giv-

ing aid and comfort to the enemy. It’s absolutely a valid concern.
But at this point, it’s probably not a problem.
Not that it hasn’t been. Remember Somalia? The big joke at the time

was that the news media were waiting on the beach when American
troops landed to restore order to that African country.

Still, government officials have learned how to deal with the media.
You can rest assured that even the most aggressive national reporters
won’t ferret out information from the likes of Colin Powell that he
doesn’t want out.

Indeed, it’s a good bet that our leaders aren’t saying anything they
don’t want America’s enemies to know. ...

At the same time, you wonder what the heck some of these reporters
are thinking. They ask questions that they simply have to know in their
hearts shouldn’t be answered. ...

Don’t they realize some of their questions, if answered, would en-
danger U.S. service men and women?

America’s freedom allows such questions. But democracy’s need for
a certain amount of security requires that sometimes such questions not
even be asked.

For the most part, the news media have handled this tragedy and its
aftermath with unprecedented dexterity and sensitivity. But they need
to be careful right now. A total lack of restraint will not only give the
media a bad name, it could also get someone killed.

———
The Iola Register on fearing foreigners:
The Register reported ... that two young Polish men stopped by the

Allen County Airport the day before to buy fuel for a small airplane
they were flying. ...

Wednesday a couple of people called the Register and asked whether
the FBI had been notified of the Polish pilots being in Iola, particularly
since Iola was so close to the Wolf Creek nuclear power plant. ...

There’s no good reason why federal authorities, or those at any other
level, should have been notified.

Whenever foreign nationals come to the United States for something
other than a governmental visit, they must have a passport and obtain a
visa. When a visa is issued authorities are expected to make whatever
investigations are warranted. ...

The reason for the concern about the Poles occurred because of the
terrorist attacks in New York City and at the Pentagon.

None of us should permit those attacks to create a police state men-
tality. That is among the aims of terrorists — to destroy the open-
mindedness and freedom of movement that long have been hallmarks
of American society.

In today’s overt and covert law enforcement and intelligence envi-
ronment, there probably is less reason to be fearful of someone from a
foreign land traveling in the U.S. than ever before.

As FDR cautioned us at the depth of the Great Recession, the main
thing we have to fear, is fear itself.

I don’t know about you, but I feel sure you join
me in sorrow over the  tragedies of September 11th.

More things have suddenly changed than we can
possibly yet know. Not only our nation, but the
whole world feels the loss. As Americans, we have
lost a great deal. Much has been lost that will never
be recovered, but the loss is not just ours alone.
There were deaths which were not American.

What can I possibly say that you haven’t already
said, or thought, or felt — or heard said better by
someone else? I have mourned these past weeks
personally, but also have mourned over feelings
of inadequacy to help.

I am an American. I am outraged by what has
happened. I want the guilty to be punished. But —
I also want no more deaths.

The President says war has been declared on
America. But just who is the enemy?  Who would
you have America declare war on?

Terrorism, yes. But who are the terrorists, and
what makes them as they are?    What about us and
our lifestyle or our politics makes them hate us so?

I am an American. I am sad that some of you have

lived to see another Pearl Harbor-type attack. You
know what that event triggered, and have more of
an idea of what might follow. You know the sacri-
fices you and others made then and that Americans
might be called on to make again. Many loved ones
died, but America survived.

I am an American who had a military husband
and three sons in the military.

I asked my husband once how he felt about be-
lieving that killing was a sin while he daily trained
to protect and possibly kill. His reply was, “We train
while constantly praying we’ll never have to use
our training.”

He taught me the best defense is a strong deter-
rent. When dealing with people of differing ideolo-

special bonds you’ve always had with your favor-
ite team. My favorite NFL team since I was a wee-
little tot has been the Dallas Cowboys. Today fan-
tasy football has started to erode that bond by actu-
ally making me yell for a Cowboys’ opponent. More
specifically yelling for a player from a Cowboys’
opponent. Hideous.

The ingenious aspect of fantasy football is that
once they gave me the opportunity to name my
team, come up with my team colors, and draft my
own players, the team became mine. It became more
than just a list of players on a computer screen. I was
responsible for helping this team be successful.  I
had a responsibility to put my team in the best pos-
sible position to win. While I haven’t had much
success in my two previous years, I’m still an eter-
nal optimist. My team will get ’em next week.

It’s a little life lesson I guess. You never fail until
you quit trying, and patience is a virtue. Don’t worry
Isaac even though you stunk it up Sunday I’m go-
ing to start you again this week. At least I think I
am.  Would Marty be better than Isaac because
Marty plays the Cowboys? ARRRRRGH!

There it goes again.  That insidious addiction
called the fantasy world of life or football.  I guess
we all need a little fantasy place to sneak off too now
and then, especially since 9-11.

Fantasy football is great stress reliever for me, but
I’m not a doctor, so remember you play at your own
risk.  You might wake up one day and actually start
rooting for a player from the Oakland Raiders.  Wow
what a disaster that little fantasy football pill can
cause.  Or maybe it’s just the diversion we all need
right now.

I’m an addict. Admitting it is the first step I hope
to overcoming my addiction.

I always start to think that my addiction isn’t that
big a deal. I mean it’s just fantasy football.

It’s a stupid game that I can’t even actually play.
I can’t control any of the players. I can’t call any
audibles at the line of scrimmage. I can’t make a
game saving tackle.

But as soon as I let my guard down, BAM!  I’m
thinking again, obsessing again, over whether to
start the New Orleans Saints’ defense or the San
Diego Chargers defense this week.  Hmmm. Let’s
see, the Saints play at home against Minnesota. The
Chargers play at Cleveland. Hmmm. Who would
have the advantage? AAARRRGGGHH!!

My addiction began a couple of years ago when
I stumbled upon a web site advertising a fantasy
football league. Sounds like fun I thought, and it’s
so easy to sign up and organize a team. So why not?
After signing up, giving my team its own nick-
name, and picking some good football colors for
my squad, black and blue, I was ready to draft ac-
tual National Football League players to be on my
team.

My downfall had begun right under my nose. So
is Terrell Davis really healthy? That LaDanian
Tomlinson can’t be good enough to draft. He’s just
a rookie.

In my fantasy league, I draft 13 offensive play-
ers and two defensive teams.  Each week I choose
a starting lineup consisting of one quarterback,
three wide receivers, two running backs, one tight
end, one kicker, and one defensive team.

The other players and defensive team are on my
bench for the week. Points are awarded to my start-
ing players based on how well they do in actual
NFL games on Sundays and Monday nights.  As
an owner, you want your offensive players to score

touchdowns, and your defensive team to cause
many turnovers and to give up as few points as
possible. Each week my team is matched against
another team from my 10-team league.

Whichever team has the most points after that
weekends games is the winner of that week’s
“game.”  Over the course of a 14 game season my
league is whittled down to the top four teams,
which advance to the playoffs. Everyone else goes
home for a long cold winter of second-guessing.
So do I start Elvis Grbac or Trent Green at quarter-
back this week? What was I thinking when I started
Eddie Kennison at wide receiver?

Now this may seem to you to be just a silly little
vice that doesn’t really bite.  But I warn you that
this fantasy football league stuff should have a
warning label on the package.  “Use only if you
don’t mind having your mind drift off into lala land
during an important business meeting.”

Fantasy football bites! One minute I’m making
a list of comparable real estate properties, and the
next I’m trying to decide if Stacey Mack of Jack-
sonville is just a one-week wonder or if he’s the
next Marshall Faulk.

Watching football on Sundays is not the same
either. Instead of rooting for one NFL team over
another, I find myself yelling for individual play-
ers. “Throw #85 the ball. Pleeeeeeeeease throw
#85 the ball!”

This insidious addiction makes you break those

Which team should I start this week?
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gies, it is important to remain strong to discourage
aggression. We have learned this week the impor-
tance of a strong military.

I am an American, and for many years, I believed
our way of life was so superior and appealing, that
things like this could never happen in our country.
Senseless genocide and centuries-old disputes were
news stories that happened other places to people
who weren’t educated or sensible enough to stop
fighting.   I became complacent and smug and proud
to be a sensible American.

Now I know how hated we are in the world and
marvel at how we escaped for so long. But we have
finally been touched on our own soil by the world’s
insanity. We have become vulnerable — no longer
isolated and immune. It can happen here; it can
happen to us.    We are still in shock.

I am an American, but more important than that,
I am a Christian. I am human, and I have, and will
continue to have, a wide range of emotion and
thoughts whenever injustice happens.  But as a
Christian, it is important that I put my faith in God
above all thoughts of panic or revenge.

Letter Policy
The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes letters from

readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters for
length and good taste. We encourage letters, with phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.


