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commentary

from other pens...

Media role a concern,
but not a problem

TheTopeka Capital-Journal on media’srole:

Someare concerned that America somni present mediamay begiv-
ing aid and comfort to the enemy. It sabsolutely avalid concern.

But at thispoint, it's probably not aproblem.

Not that it hasn’t been. Remember Somalia? Thebigjokeat thetime
was that the news media were waiting on the beach when American
troopslanded to restore order to that African country.

Still, government officialshavelearned how to deal withthemedia.
You can rest assured that even the most aggressive national reporters
won't ferret out information from the likes of Colin Powell that he
doesn’t want out.

Indeed, it'sagood bet that our leaders aren’t saying anything they
don’t want America senemiesto know. ...

Atthesametime, youwonder what the heck some of thesereporters
arethinking. They ask questionsthat they simply haveto know intheir
hearts shouldn’t be answered. ...

Don't they realize some of their questions, if answered, would en-
danger U.S. service men and women?

America sfreedomallowssuch questions. But democracy’ sneedfor
acertainamount of security requiresthat sometimessuch questionsnot
even beasked.

For the most part, the news mediahave handled thistragedy and its
aftermath with unprecedented dexterity and sensitivity. But they need
to be careful right now. A total lack of restraint will not only givethe
mediaabad name, it could al so get someonekilled.

ThelolaRegister on fearingforeigners:

The Register reported ... that two young Polish men stopped by the
Allen County Airport the day before to buy fuel for asmall airplane
they wereflying. ...

Wednesday acoupleof peoplecalled the Register and asked whether
the FBI had been notified of thePolish pilotsbeinginlola, particularly
sincelolawas so closeto the Wolf Creek nuclear power plant. ...

There' snogood reasonwhy federal authorities, or thoseat any other
level, should have been notified.

Whenever foreign national scometothe United Statesfor something
other thanagovernmental visit, they must haveapassport and obtaina
visa. When avisaisissued authorities are expected to make whatever
investigations are warranted. ...

The reason for the concern about the Poles occurred because of the
terrorist attacksin New York City and at the Pentagon.

None of us should permit those attacksto create a police state men-
tality. That is among the aims of terrorists — to destroy the open-
mindedness and freedom of movement that |ong have been hallmarks
of American society.

Intoday’sovert and covert law enforcement and intelligence envi-
ronment, there probably islessreasonto befearful of someonefroma
foreignlandtravelinginthe U.S. than ever before.

AsFDR cautioned us at the depth of the Great Recession, the main
thing we havetofear, isfear itself.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes | etters from
readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will not be published. Form
letterswill be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters for
length and good taste. We encourage letters, with phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.
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| don’t know about you, but | feel sureyoujoin
meinsorrow over the tragediesof September 11th.

M orethingshavesuddenly changed thanwecan
possibly yet know. Not only our nation, but the
wholeworldfeel sthel oss. AsAmericans, wehave
lostagreat deal . Muchhasbeenlost that will never
be recovered, but the loss is not just ours alone.
There were deaths which were not American.

What can| possibly say that you haven't already
said, or thought, or felt— or heard said better by
someone else? | have mourned these past weeks
personally, but aso have mourned over feelings
of inadeguacy to help.

| am an American. | am outraged by what has
happened. | want theguilty to bepunished. But—
| also want no more deaths.

The President says war has been declared on
America. But just whoistheenemy? Whowould
you have Americadeclarewar on?

Terrorism, yes. But who are the terrorists, and
what makesthemasthey are? What about usand
our lifestyleor our politicsmakesthemhateusso?

| amanAmerican. | amsadthat someof youhave
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lived to see another Pearl Harbor-typeattack. You
know what that event triggered, and have more of
anideaof what might follow. You know the sacri-
ficesyouand othersmadethenandthat Americans
might becalled onto makeagain. Many loved ones
died, but Americasurvived.

| am an American who had amilitary husband
and three sonsin the military.

| asked my husband once how hefelt about be-
lievingthatkillingwasasinwhilehedaily trained
toprotectandpossibly kill. Hisreply was, “Wetrain
while constantly praying we'll never have to use
our training.”

Hetaught methe best defenseisastrong deter-
rent. Whendealingwith peopl eof differingideol o-

gies, itisimportant to remain strong to discourage
aggression. We have learned this week the impor-
tance of astrong military.

| amanAmerican, andfor many years, | believed
our way of lifewas so superior and appealing, that
thingslikethiscould never happenin our country.
Sensel essgenocideand centuries-ol d disputeswere
news stories that happened other placesto people
who weren't educated or sensible enough to stop
fighting. | becamecomplacentandsmugand proud
to beasensible American.

Now | know how hated we arein the world anc
marvel at how weescapedfor solong. Butwehave
finally beentouched on our own soil by theworld's
insanity. We have becomevulnerable— nolonger
isolated and immune. It can happen here; it can
happentous. Wearestill in shock.

| aman American, but moreimportant than that,
I amaChristian. | am human, and | have, and will
continue to have, a wide range of emotion and
thoughts whenever injustice happens. But as &
Christian, itisimportant that | put my faithin God
aboveall thoughts of panic or revenge.

Which team should | start this week?

I’'manaddict. Admittingitisthefirststep| hope
to overcoming my addiction.

| lwaysstart tothink that my addictionisn’tthat
bigadeal. | meanit’sjust fantasy football.

It'sastupidgamethat | can’'tevenactually play.
| can’'t control any of the players. | can’t call any

audibles at the line of scrimmage. | can’'t make a

game saving tackle.

But assoonasl let my guard down, BAM! I'm
thinking again, obsessing again, over whether to
start the New Orleans Saints' defense or the San
Diego Chargersdefensethisweek. Hmmm. Let’s
see, theSaintsplay at homeagainst Minnesota. The
Chargersplay at Cleveland. Hmmm. Who would
havethe advantage?AAARRRGGGHH!!

My addi ction beganacoupleof yearsagowhen
| stumbled upon aweb site advertising afantasy
football league. Soundslikefunl thought, andit’s
soeasy tosignupand organizeateam. Sowhy not?
After signing up, giving my team its own nick-
name, and picking some good football colorsfor
my squad, black and blue, | wasready to draft ac-
tual National Football Leagueplayerstobeonmy
team.

My downfall had begunright under my nose. So
is Terrell Davisreally healthy? That LaDanian
Tomlinson can’t begood enoughtodraft. He' sjust
arookie.

Inmy fantasy league, | draft 13 offensiveplay-
ersand two defensiveteams. Eachweek | choose
a starting lineup consisting of one quarterback,
threewidereceivers, tworunning backs, onetight
end, onekicker, and one defensiveteam.

Theother playersand defensiveteamareonmy
benchfortheweek. Pointsareawardedtomy start-
ing players based on how well they do in actual
NFL games on Sundays and Monday nights. As
anowner, youwant your offensiveplayerstoscore
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touchdowns, and your defensive team to cause
many turnovers and to give up as few points as
possible. Each week my team is matched against
another team from my 10-team league.

Whichever team has the most points after that
weekends games is the winner of that week’s
“game.” Over thecourse of a14 game season my
league is whittled down to the top four teams,
whichadvancetotheplayoffs. Everyoneel segoes
home for along cold winter of second-guessing.
Sodol start ElvisGrbacor Trent Greenat quarter-
back thisweek?What wasl thinkingwhen| started
Eddie Kennison at widereceiver?

Now thismay seemtoyoutobejust asilly little
vicethat doesn’t really bite. But | warn you that
this fantasy football league stuff should have a
warning label on the package. “Use only if you
don’tmind havingyour minddrift off intolalaland
during an important business meeting.”

Fantasy football bites! Oneminutel’ m making
alist of comparablereal estate properties, and the
next I'mtrying to decideif Stacey Mack of Jack-
sonvilleisjust a one-week wonder or if he'sthe
next Marshall Faulk.

Watching football on Sundays is not the same
either. Instead of rooting for one NFL team over
another, | find myself yelling for individual play-
ers. “Throw #85 the ball. Pleeeeeceeease throw
#85thebal!”

Thisinsidiousaddiction makesyoubreak those
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specia bondsyou’ ve alwayshad with your favor-
iteteam. My favorite NFL team sincel wasawee-
littletot has been the Dallas Cowboys. Today fan-
tasy football hasstarted to erodethat bond by actu-
ally makingmeyell foraCowboys opponent. More
specificaly yelling for aplayer from a Cowboys
opponent. Hideous.

The ingenious aspect of fantasy football isthat
once they gave me the opportunity to name my
team, come up with my team colors, and draft my
ownplayers, theteambecamemine. [t becamemore
thanjustalist of playersonacomputer screen. | was
responsible for helping thisteam be successful. |
had aresponsibility to put my teaminthebest pos-
sible position to win. While | haven’t had much
successinmy two previousyears, I’ mstill an eter-
nal optimist. My team will get’ em next week.

It'salittlelifelesson| guess. You never fail until
youquittrying, and patienceisavirtue. Don’tworry
I saac even though you stunk it up Sunday I’ m go-
ing to start you again thisweek. At least | think |
am. Would Marty be better than Isaac because
Marty playsthe Cowboys? ARRRRRGH!

Thereit goes again. That insidious addiction
called thefantasy world of lifeor football. | guess
weall needalittlefantasy placeto sneak off too now
and then, especially since9-11.

Fantasy football isgreat stressreliever for me, but
I’mnot adoctor, soremember you play at your own
risk. You might wakeup oneday and actually start
rootingfor aplayer fromtheOakland Raiders. Wow
what a disaster that little fantasy football pill can
cause. Or maybeit'sjust thediversionweall neec
right now.

berry’s world

HERE WE ARE SITTING IN
HORRENDOUS TRAFFIC. AS SOON
ASWE SAW THE “LEFT LANE ENDS”
SIGN, 1 GOT INTO THE RIGHT
LANE. NOW, CARS ARE ZOOMING
ALONG THE LEFT LANE AND CUT-
TING IN LINE WAY AHEAD OF US,

LOOK! THERE GOES SOMEBODY

To THe RIGHT BARRELING DoWN

THE BREAKDOWN LANE AND HE'S

CUTTING IN, TOO,
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