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Dustin Zelfer stoops to make the catch after his mother, Diane, tossed a baseball to him in their front yard.
Dustin is recovering from his second open-heart surgery performed in July.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

New York City has set up distribution points
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stockpile.

“It'sgoingto begiventothepeople
whoneeditinthecity that hasthegreat-
est need,” Hauer said. “You' ve got to
turn it over to the locals. They've got
to beableto distributeitinthecity.”

New York, for instance, has set up
300 potential distribution points. The
city wassupposedto practicehow such
distributionwouldwork onSept. 12, a
drill canceled following the terror at-
tacksonthecity’sWorld Trade Center
and the Pentagon. But if an outbreak
was big enough that all those sites
needed to open — morelikely, only a

few dozen would be needed, Hauer
stressed— thecity would need 40,000
workersto hand out medications.

The antibiotics are stored in huge
bottles, meaning dosesfor each person
would haveto be counted out by hand.

“Oneof thedumbest things!’ veseen
wasinthepreviousadministration, this
decisionto buy bulk antibioticsrather
thanblister packs’ of individual doses,
Hauer said.

But quickly discovering biote-
rrorism remains the weakest link, as
thediseasesincubatefor daystoweeks
before someone exposed gets sick.

“If you got really lucky, you might
save quite a number of people,” be-

cause of the stockpiled medications,
said Dr. C.J. Peters, avirologist who
recently retired from the Centers for
DiseaseControl and Prevention, where
hehel ped plan bi oterrorism prepared-
ness.

“But you would have to be really
lucky.”

However, Thursday’s discovery of
an anthrax case in Florida provides
some reassurance that the system to
catch suspect diseasesisworking bet-
ter. AFloridastatelabworker recently
trained by the CDC about anthrax
symptoms tested the patient’s blood
and soundedtheal arm, somethingthat
might never havehappened beforethe

People give for surgery
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nesses, she said, and had to be hospi-
talized when he had a cold. She was
unable to work, Diane said, because
she had to stay with him.

Hehad hissecond closed-heart sur-
gery when he was 8 months old, she
said, because he had outgrown the
shunt that was put in during the first.
Then when he was 2, he had his first
open-heart surgery, tohaveavalveput
in and to have the holes between the
chambers closed.

To close the holes, Diane said, the
surgeon grafted some of the lining
from Dustin’sheart for oneand used a
material thatissimilartoavelour shirt
for the other. After this surgery, she
said, Dustin’shealthimproved and he
had been doing well until this spring,
when hebeganto tire easily.

An angiogram revealed that the
valveputin10yearsagowasmorethan
75 percent blocked, she said. Thisled

Sept. 11 terrorist attacks heightened
doctors’ awareness, CDC director
Jeffery Koplan said.

TheCDCbédievesthepatient caught
anthrax naturally, not through terror-
ism, but is retracing his movements
over the past few weeksto be sure.

Anthrax isn’t spread person-to-per-
son, so CDC doubts enough people
ever would be infected at onetimeto
stressthe drug stockpile.

Of more concernisthehighly con-
tagious smallpox.

Thereisno treatment for smallpox.
The government has 15.4 million
doses of vaccine in storage, ready to
vaccinatethosearoundthesick tokeep

to his second open-heart surgery.

Before the problems that led to his
latest surgery, Diane said, Dustin fin-
ished in second place in his class at
Kansas Kids Wrestling in March and
playedflagfootball. Hewasn't ableto
dothat thisyear, shesaid, andhewon't
beableto play football, wrestle or lift
weights because these activitiesraise
hisblood pressuretoo much.

He has been able to play baseball,
shesaid, and will play basketball, ten-
nis and golf. He is on medication to
lower hisblood pressure and to regu-
late his heart rhythm and has to deal
with some dietary restrictions.

Dustin was born in Missouri, she
said, and hisfirst three surgerieswere
performedby Dr. Thomas Spray at the
Children’s Hospital in St. Louis, a
well-known surgeon whom she has
recently seen on television’s Health
Network.

Dustin's father Sam isafarm tech-
nician for Lynn lhrig Farms, Diane

them from catching it, and 40 million
more doses on order.

Expertsstill don’'t agree how small-
pox vaccine would be distributed.
Some say only people who have had
contact with the sick should be vacci-
nated, while others say entire cities
wheresmall pox wasfoundwould heed
inoculations, Hauer said.

But noonewill bevaccinatedinad-
vance out of fear of bioterrorism be-
cause smallpox is alive vaccine and
thusisvery risky toanyonewithaweak
immune system, he explained.

On the Net: Department of Health
and Human Services site: http://
www.os.dhhs.gov

Global market glut hurting the nation’s cotton farmers

FRESNO, Cdlif. (AP)—Thestate's
cotton farmers are struggling to sur-
vivethelatest in aseriesof lousy sea-
sonsthat havedriven pricesto Depres-
sion-eralevels.

Farmers blame big cropsin India,
China and the United States for the
poor prices, andastrongU.S. dollar for
slumping domestic sales and exports.

Withtheworld production of cotton
far outpacing demand, growers are
earning about 65 cents per pound for
the pima variety and around 82 cents
for acala. The Californiaupland vari-
ety isearningabout 60 centsper pound,
but that priceisstill subject to change,
said Bruce Groessema, vice president
of salesfor Cal cot, aBakersfield-based
cotton cooperative.

Most growers' break-even priceis

about 70 cents per pound.

The industry also is suffering the
long-lingering effectsof theAsianeco-
nomiccrisis, whichhasforcedtoptex-
tileregionstocut back onU.S.imports,
said Calcot spokesman Mark Bagby.

Even in the United States, several
mills have closed and some textile
companies havefiled for bankruptcy.

“Wehaven't seentheselevelssince
1972, and adjusted for inflation, it's
below Depression prices,” said Mark
Borba, owner of Borba Farms in
Fresno County.

Thestory ismuch the samein other
cottonstates. Texascottonfarmers, for
example, have been hurt by drought
and high irrigation costs the last two
years, and the toll can be seen in the
industriesthat support farmers.

“We're getting squeezed pretty
hard,” said Scott Wylie, who sells
chemical application equipment at
ninelocationsinTexas, Oklahomaand
Kansas, and haslaid off about 20 per-
cent of hisemployees.

“The South Plains and the Pan-
handle are being harder hit and it's a
direct result of the cotton downturn,”
Wyliesaid.

Thetotal world output for cottonis
forecast at between 88 million and 90
million500-pound bales, of whichthe
United Stateswill contribute roughly
20millionbalesthisyear. Californiais
expectedtoproduceabout 2.25million
bales.

There’'s also about 36 million bales
ontheworld market left over fromlast
year’scrop, Borbasaid.

The global market conditions will
have particularly harsh effects on
California sgrowers, whoexportupto
85 percent of their crop.

“We' vehadtolay off peopleandare
farming lessintensively this season,”
said Chuck Nichols, who grows2,700
acres of cotton near Hanford.

Thelow pricescaught Cal cot by sur-
prise this year, and the cooperative’'s
1,725cottongrowersinCaliforniaand
Arizona were told they will have to
give back some of the advance pay-
ments doled out before the season be-
gan.
Thisisthe second time in Calcot’s
74-year history it has required grow-
ersto pay back advance money.

“Thishasbeentheseasonfromhell,
it's one thing after another. Then the
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terrorist attacks shut down commodi-
tiestrading, and all the planes were
grounded for crop dusting,” Bagby
said.

The last couple of seasons haven't
beenmuchbetter for thenation’ sgrow-
ers. In 1999, things got so bad that
Congressand President Clintoncarved
$194 million out of thefederal budget
to provide growers with support pay-
ments— inadditiontothefederal sub-
sidiesthey’d already received

Although Americans consume
about aquarter of the cotton produced
in the world, U.S. shoppers just
couldn’t make up for such depressed
market conditionsandtheworld’ ssur-
plus continued to grow through last
year, further depressing pricespaid to
farmers.

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

said, his brother Brandon isin the
eighth grade at Grant Junior High and
hissister Kateis?2.

Glenda Cochran, who owns
Cochran Farm Supply with her hus-
band, arranged for businesses in
Goodland to put jarsout to collect do-
nationsto help with the expense. Jars
wereput up at theGoodlandActivities
Center, Western State Bank, Ray’s
Cafe, Frontier Equity, Goodland
Greenlineand Bankwest, shesaid, and
at thefairgrounds during thefair.

The fund-raising drive started dur-
ingthefair and thejarscombined with
tickets sold for a drawing, she said,
raised about $2,300.

Theprizesfor thedrawingweretwo
quarters of beef, she said, that were
awarded to Nancy Cole and Kaye
Barton.

Thecost for thetestsand recent sur-
gery was over $100,000, Diane said,
and shedoesn’t know how much their
insurancewill pay.

Sunflowers ready
to harvest early
due to weather
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farmershavecut about aquarter of
the sunflower crop in Sherman
County.

However, he said, the elevator
has been receiving sunflowersfor
the past 20 days, as farmers from
Texas and other states have been
shipping the crop in. Stewart said
Mueller stores sunflowers from
across the country because many
elevatorswon't takethe crop.

He said dry, hot weather caused
the sunflower crop in thisareato
ripen early, and farmers here are
starting harvest sooner than in
north-central Kansas, wherethere
wasmorerain.

As for the quality of the crop,
Stewart saidit’sabout half and half.

“1’veseen somegood, and some
bad,” he said, noting that the qual-
ity hasn’timproved much over last
year, but more acres were planted
thisyear.

Hesaid anincreasein acreswas
due to rotation farming — where
farmers rotate the type of crop
planted on afield each year — and
thefactit’smoreprofitabletogrow
sunflowers because the crop is
worth more on the market.

Internet tonight!
899-2338

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

421 E. 17th Street
Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 899-7375

Fax: (785) 899-3959

McB’s Motor Company
e Tire Sdles & Service
Most tires come with Road Hazard warranty
» 24 Hour mobiletire service
e 24 Hour wrecker service

YES!
We' re OPEN

U-Haul dealer

THE RNTIRUE. WARTHOUAE

Antiques o Collectibles o Gifts

17" & Main - Goodland, Kan. 67735 - 785-899-5965

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MST = Sun. by chance

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

185-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th «» Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker

(H mes.

EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Probessicual

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Chris & Beth Lewon
“We do windows”

The

Goodlana Daily News

1205 Main
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

Check our On-Line Ste
at nwkansas.com

Jill’s Helping Hands, Inc.

“A helping hand at home” &
¥

Providing Homemaker
and
Attendant Care Services

Tami Sanderson, Branch Mgr.
Goodland KS
785-899-5623

Jill Edgett, Owner; Edmond KS
785-622-4254

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. 5

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 ~
785-694-2687

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES

Custom Vinyl

& Painting

Box 309

srocti ks> [900-886-2423] <

DAY BREAK
TAXIDERMY

Now Open
1010 Road 62, Goodland

(785) 899-6399
Ken & Diane « please call ahead

(970) 482-4558
Fort Callins, Calo., - Randy

Coash
TV Audio Video Service

Expert Electronic Repairs
We Service TVs - VCRs -
Camcorders -
Computer Monitors - Satellite
Systems - Stereos
Duane & Bertie Coash, Owners
785-899-3378

£19-346-8145

BANKWEST

OF KANSAS
AN

) -
SUNWEST

BANKS OF COLORADO

A BRANCH OF BANKWEST OF KANSAS

===  IDIE

AUTO LOANS

starting at

*Based on $15,000 at 6.95% APR for 36 months payments
would be $462.80. Certain terms and conditions may
apply. Subject to credit qualification.

Toll Free: (888) 828-(BANK) 2265
COLBY = GOODLAND = ST.FRANCIS < IDALIA, CO

We'll always be there for you.

* FARM + BUSINESS

LIFE - HOME -« CAR

SHELTER

INSURANCE

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® www.shelterinsurance.com




