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commentary
from other pens...
Presidential hopefuls
proceed cautiously

By Will Lester

Assoclated Press Writer

WA SHINGTON — Democratsconsidering arunfor the presidency
are proceeding cautiously over adramatically changed political land-
scape that currently favors those with alot of political experience, a
backgroundinforeign policy and an established political network.

The current political pictureis certain to change, however, say po-
litical analysts who predict the direction depends largely on the suc-
cess of the anti-terrorism campaign and the economy.

For now, established Democratswith someforeign policy experience
and abase of support have moretimeto quietly explore optionswith-
out alot of public attention.

Relative newcomers who need to work aggressively to raise their
profileamong party activistsand money fromfinancial donorsmay find
it awkward to navigatein political watersfor now.

“The spotlight is pretty tightly shining on the president,” said Chi-
cago Democratic consultant David Axelrod.

Democratswith prominent rolesin Congresslike Dick Gephardt of
Missouri and Senate Magjority Leader Tom Daschle of South Dakota
get increased visibility because of their roles.

President Bush’s approval ratings have run from 80 percent to 90
percentintheweeksafter the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Few expect those
ratingsto last forever.

“If history isareliableguide, it seemslikely the surgein Bush popu-
larity will berelatively short-lived,” said Jim Jordan, aK erry adviser and
veteran Democratic consultant. “ And threeyearsisforever inpolitics.”

The high ratings of Bush’sfather after the Persian Gulf War scared
off someveteran Democratsfromrunningfor president and helped clear
thefield for eventual winner Bill Clinton.

Thesenior Bush’shighratingsinthespring of 1991 — similar tothe
high levels his son has experienced — fell victim to the economy by
the beginning of the next year, dipping by half.

Whiletheanti-terror campaign dominates, Democratsconsidering a
runwill cautiously reach out to party activistsand raise money quietly.

“Any potential candidate who wantsto keep hisor her optionsopen
for 2004, should be making plans to come to New Hampshire in the
relatively near future,” said state Democratic chair Kathy Sullivan.

Goreplanstogoto New Hampshire Oct. 27 to be keynote speaker at
thestateparty’ s Jefferson-Jackson Day fund-raisingdinner. Heappeared
in lowalast weekend at the party’stop fund-raising dinner and drove
around the state in arental car, calling party activists on a cell phone
and sitting down for coffeewith two or threeat atime.

Many Democratsarekeeping their optionsopenwithout saying pub-
licly they’ rerunning for president. Among them:

—M assachusetts Sen. Kerry will keep hisplansto goto New Hamp-
shirefor an Oct. 13 state AFL-CIO meeting and fund-raisersfor state
Democrats.

—Gephardtisbusy inhisroleasaleader of theloyal opposition, try-
ing to strike abiparti san tone whil e representing the Democratic view
onissueslike unemployment benefits.

—Connecticut Sen. JoeLieberman getsplenty of invitationsto help
Democratsaround thecountry andwill continueto hel pwherepossible,
including aNew Hampshiretripin early November.

—Delaware Sen. Joe Bidenisgettingincreased visibility onthetalk
show circuit aschairman of the Senate Foreign Rel ations Committee.

Democrats have plenty of timebeforethey haveto makeadecision,
said political scientist David Rohde of Michigan State, adding:

“It largely revolves around George Bush's success or failure at ac-
complishing thethingshe'slaid out.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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NEW YORK — The*“J" train headed uptown
inrelativesilence. Theonly sound onthecrowded
M anhattan subway wasthe solitary moan of asax
some guy was playing near the middle doors.

| had just come from Ground Zero, where the
barricades north of the demolished World Trade
Center squeezethisskinny limbof anislandlikea
tourniquet.

Yes, it's asif the city’s bloodflow has been
blocked. People mill in congested streets turned
back onthemselvesby thebarricades, thegawkers,
andbeyondthem, aspecter asrareasitisimmense:
war ruins.

For the first time in our collective national
memory, Americansknow thesight, smell, sound
and tremble of what it'slike to be on the punish-
ing end of battle. We have been hit, hurt and, say
what wewill, humbled. The snap left in our strut
after Dallasand Saigon has vanished.

Remember how weloved MuhammadAli brag-
ging that he could “float like abutterfly and sting
likeabee’?

Today, nearly amonth after Sept. 11, wearelike
Ali inthe weeks after that first, losing fight with
Joe Frazer 30 yearsago. LikeAli, we know what
it'slike to have taken a beating. It hurts just to
breathe. And it showsin our collectiveface.

“We' regoingthroughavery difficulttimewith
so many funerals and so many people affected,”
Mayor Rudolph Guiliani told me later. “There
probably isn’t anyonein the city that hasn’t been
directly affected by this.”

TAT AL TEELE THE TALBAN
THAT CALLS ITSE

AND LAY BEFORE YOU MY PEACE PLAN;
TO WAR T GAY LET'G PUT A BAN
AND LIVE IN PEACE IN AFGHANISTAN
GO MAKE A LIST OF YOUR DEMANDG

AND HOP ON IN My CHEVY VAN
TLL TAKE US TO THE PROMISED LAND...

chris
matthews

e commentary

Thequestion now ishow to carry out justiceto-
wardthosewho attacked uswithout stirring further
spin-offsof hatred, terrorism and death.

New York’'s Cardinal Edward Egan says we
Americans need to “examine our consciences.”
Was there something we did to stir the conspira
torsandkillersof Sept. 11°?

That examination could beauseful exercise, not
becauseit shiftsblametothevictim, but becauseit
lightstheway to theright sort of retaliation. If our
attack on Osama bin Laden incites more Islamic
hatred against the United States and the West, we
will be doing hiswork for him.

Thegreatest danger inthedaysandweeksahead
isthat we" Americanize” thiswar. Led by the best
intentions, we could find ourselves making en-
emieswe never sought, stirring agrand national-
ism where we sought to punish a particular evil:
terrorism.

The death this week of former South Vietham
President Nguyen Van Thieu reminds uswe have
made this mistake before.

In 1965, we sent 100,000 combat troops to
Saigon. Wedidit for the best of reasons, to savea

MAYBE IF WE
GIVE HIM BIN LADEN
HE'LL GTOP.

country from Communist takeover. Theresult was
to convert acivil war into awar against U.S. “im-
perialism.”

Today, Vietnamrecall sthat horror asthe* Ameri-
canWar.”

Wemadethe samemistakein 1983 whenween-
tered Beirut under the self-deluding banner of
“peacekeeping.” The enemy saw us as something
more. After a car-bomber exploded our Marine
barracks, leaving 300 dead, we left as something
less.

Wemade the same mistake adecadelater onthe
horn of Africa. Entering Somaliaasfood-bearers,
weleft carrying our fallen, after we watched from
home as the locals dragged a body of our soldier
through the streets.

Mullah Omar, the leader of the Taliban, has
warned usthiscould easily happenagain. Weenter
Afghanistanto catch aterrorist and destroy hisnet-
work. WedeposetheTaliban, install an86-year-old
ex-king, then spend years propping up hisgovern-
ment.

Wemorph, inthemindsand heartsof theAfghans
andtheir neighbors, into acrusading army cometo
invade and desecrate the land of Islam.

If weAmericanizethewar against | slamicterror-
ism, we'll loseit.

ChrisMatthews, a nationally syndicated colum-
nist for the San Francisco Chronicle, is host of
“Hardball” onCNBCand MSNBC cablechannels.
The 1999 edition of “ Hardball” was published by
Touchstone Books.

Kansas was progressive when It came to suffrage

By John Hanna

Associated Press Writer

TOPEK A—When shesuggested women’ssuf-
fragewasasignthatAmericansociety didn'tvalue
families enough, state Sen. Kay O’ Connor may
have inherited part of the political legacy of fel-
low Republican Joseph Hooker Mercer.

Mercer, from Cottonwood Falls, didn’t think
highly of women'’s suffrage. He suggested that it
represented aburdenforwomenandthat, “ Itwoul d
bethe meansof disturbing the homesof our state,
which isthefoundation of our free government.”

The problem for O’ Connor, the 59-year-old
Olathelegislator whoreceived national newswith
her remarks, i sthat M ercer madehiscomments90
years before she did. It was February 1911, and
Mercer had just cast his vote against a proposed
amendment to the Kansas Constitution to give
women full voting rights.

Mercer wasonthelosingside. Not only did both
houses of the L egislature adopt the proposed
amendment within aday of each other, but voters
ratified itin 1912 — eight years before universal
women'’s suffrage was added to the U.S. Consti-
tution.

Kansashasafairly progressive history whenit
comesto women'’s suffrage and the invol vement
of womeninpolitics.

“Thebattlefor women’ssuffragewasalongand
hard-fought one,” saidVirgil Dean, aresearchhis-
torian for the Kansas State Historical Society.
“Kansasbecame, early on, aplacewherethat battle
occurred.”

O’ Connor said sheisn’t against womenvaoting,
encourages them to do so and wouldn’t take the
right away from them. But she argued that in an
ideal America, onein which men aretaking care
of their women properly, womenwouldn’tfedl the
need to vote.

The 1920 enactment of the 19th Amendment,
whichgavewomenuniversal suffragenationwide,
isasign that men weren't doing their jobs at the
time, O’ Connor said. Men should be the head of
their families, women their hearts, she said.

Her commentsled oneangry constituent tostart
arecall attempt, andAttorney General CarlaStov-
all suggested O’ Connor should resign. Even Jay
Leno felt compelled to comment in a* Tonight
Show” monologue.

Perhaps it's because the debate over women's
suffrage seemed settled for so long. And it was
settledinKansasbeforeit wassettledinmost other
states.

“Theland that was brokeninthisstatewashbro-
ken by women and men together,” said Senate
Majority Leader Lana Oleen, R-Manhattan.

In 1869, theWyomingterritory granted women
therighttovoteinall elections, makingitthefirst.
But Kansas law had allowed women to vote in
board of education racessince statehood in 1861.

By thetimeColoradograntedfull suffragetoits
femalecitizensin 1893, women had been serving
inlocal officesthroughout Kansas.

An 1887 law alowed womentovotein munici-
pal el ectionsand holdcity offices, andlessthantwo
months after its enactment, Susanna M adora
Salter, of Argonia, becamethefirstwoman el ected
mayor in the United States. The following year,
Oskaloosahad an all-femalecity council.

Therewere setbacks, of course. In 1867, apro-
posed amendment to the Kansas Constitution to
allow full women’ ssuffragefailed by awide mar-
gin, despite visits from nationally known advo-
cateslike Susan B. Anthony.

Andin 1911, plenty of peoplestill agreed with
Mercer.

Some opponents claimed that women weren’t
interested in voting. Rep. Clement Wilson, aRe-
publican from Tribune, said no woman had asked
himto votefor full suffrage.

“| take it from this, that the women of my dis-
trict aresatisfied with present conditionsand care
not for political equality by ballot,” he said, also
suggesting that women generally believed “the
protection of morals of a community rightfully
rests upon the stronger sex.”

Some who voted for the proposed amendment
said Kansansshould havetheright todecide. Oth-
ersargued it wasfair. One, Rep. W.T. Watson, an
lola Republican, said he voted yes“in deference
to thewishesof thebest womanin Kansas’ — his
wife.

Kansas became the seventh state to enact full
suffragefor women, behind Wyoming, Colorado,
Utah, Idaho, Washington and California.

In 1978, Nancy K assebaum, aRepublican, won
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aseat inthe U.S. Senate, becoming only the thirc
woman €l ected to that body. Kansas became the
ninth statetohaveawomangovernor in 1990, when
Democrat Joan Finney was el ected.

Thisyear, 13 of theK ansas Senate’ s40 members
arewomen, and 10 are Republicans. IntheHouse,
women hold 40 of 125 seats, and they include 23
Republicans.

They all became legislators decades after the
guestion of whether women should be given the
votewas settled. It didn’t takelong for opposition
to vanish from Kansas politics.

INn1919, Gov. Henry J.Allencalled aspecial ses-
sion so that the state could ratify the 19th Amend-
menttotheU.S. Constitutionasquickly aspossible.
The votes in both houses were unanimous, anc
Allentook prideinthefact that itsenactment ayear
later would not give K ansaswomen something they
didn’'t already have.

“Itisafitting episodein the closing chapter of
long struggle— astruggleinwhich K ansashasheld
leadership from the beginning,” Allen said in &
messageto legidators.

Correspondent John Hannahascovered Kansas
politicssince 1987.

berry’s world
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"Cry 'Havoc!" and let slip the dogs of war."
Shakespeare: Julius Caesar




