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commentary

from other pens...

Painting represents
calm determination

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON—OnanApril morningin1796, atall, dignifiedman
inablack velvet suit walked into the Philadel phiahouse of painter Gil-
bert Stuart and resigned himself to sitting again for aformal portrait.

George Washington had been so often set upon by artiststhat hehad
cometo regard the processasan ordeal to beavoidedif at all possible.

And while Stuart’s ability was highly regarded on both sides of the
Atlantic, the president and the long-winded painter had not hit it off.

PerhapstoWashington'ssurprise, Stuart’sfull-length portrait became
an instant sensation, generating demands for more copies than the
ambitious painter could easily produce.

For many, theself-confident presidential portrait offered assurances
about thelasting qualities of democratic institutions and the nature of
the presidency itself.

“At the time of Washington's presidency the nation was very con-
scious of its newness, itsfragility,” said Marc Pachter, director of the
National Portrait Gallery, which ownsthe portrait of Washington.

“1t needed thisrepresentation of strength, stability, resolution and a
kind of calm determination; the conviction that onewill get whereone
needsto get asanation.”

Thosevaluescontinuetobeimportantina2l1st century Americajolted
by terrorist attacksandin search of sourcesof strength and determina-
tion, Pachter said in arecent interview.

Theportrait wascommissioned by William Bingham, aPhiladel phia
merchant and one of the new nation’ swealthiest people. Hisbeautiful
socialitewife, Anne, used her charmto persuadethe president to pose.

Washington may havebeen swayed by theargument that the portrait
wasto beagift tothe Marquessof Lansdowne. A former British prime
minister, Lansdowne had been sympathetic to theAmerican cause be-
foretherevolution and wasregarded asafriend of America.

Today, after spending more than two centuriesin the hands of ase-
ries of British owners, the Lansdowne Washington has been rescued
from the auction block by a $20 million gift from the Donald W.
Reynolds Foundation of Nevada.

Pachter believesAmericanswill grasp thepainting’sstrong and opti-
mi stic messagedespiteany shortcomingsit might haveasawork of art.

‘It has asymbolic power that madeit afounding icon of our repub-
lic,” headded. “* And | believeitisthemostimportant historical paint-
inginAmerican history.”

Stuart portrayed Washington as a civilian and acitizen, not as the
soldier he had been.

Washington is shown in his black velvet suit. He gestures with his
right hand beyond the edge of the frame toward an unseen audience.

The president stands on an Oriental carpet in what appearsto be a
Roman colonnade, itssides partly covered in red draperies.

Stuart has surrounded the president with national symbols. The
Americanshieldiscarved ontheback of agilded chair. Americaneagles
clutch bundles of arrowson the carved legs of agrand table.

Handsomely bound books bear titles summarizing the fledgling
republic’shistory: ““ American Revolution,” ** Constitution,” ** Feder-
alist” and " Lawsof the United States.”

Andinashow of optimism, arainbow throwsan arch acrossthesky.

“l don't feel | am exaggerating, thisisthe onevisual document that
isimportant to the establishment of our national life,” Pachter said. “It
iscomparabletothe Declaration of Independenceandthe Constitution.”

And hebelievesitisstill relevant.

“After September 11,” he said, “the whole nation is focused on its
strength, its continuity, its essence as a people. | think this painting
speaksto all of those and more.”

Inother words, Gilbert Stuart’srainbow still shimmersover George
Washington’s shoul der.

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congressand Washington's history for 34 years.
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Bailouts are as American as apple pie

It wasjust theNew York City stock market that
wasclosed. TheDowisimportant butitisjust part
of the national economy.

The Chicago Board of Trade still traded world
currencies. Consumer spendingistwo-thirdsof the
economy. If theheartland of Americawasanation
itwouldbethefourthlargest economy intheworld.
Still the Dow lost $100 billion in two days, and
that’salot of kitty litter

Maybe! But puff went 15millionsquarefeet of
office space, too. So dial “I love you New York
City” and eat those 20 ounce steaks made from
Argentine beef.

It'sso bad they are afraid to fly to Vegas.

Then there might be a baby boom don’t you
know.

Didyouknowin1997whenwehadaworldwide
currency crisistheDow lost 500 points. But Uncle
Alan made Alexander Hamilton out of the New
York City hedge fundswhen he started the print-
ing pressesand bailed them out with money from
Joe and Jane six pack.

For 25yearsthe Dow hasthrived onbail outsand
they call it aflea, ah | mean, free market? Yup, a
Willie Sutton lock box, (that’s where the money
is) inWashington.

American peopleshouldwork harder too. Con-
gressjust gave$15hillionto 6,000 victimsaspart
of theairline bailout. Now they can afford health
care. But that still is better than litigation. You
know how New Yorkersare, they would suetill the
year 3000.

All of asuddenAlan Greenspanisrelevant. He
has injected $80 billion to give the U.S. banks,
money to savethe Dow. Wewould not want them
to close their doors then he would be Herbert
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Hoover Greenspan. So hewould kick the printing
pressesinto overdrive and open the discount win-
dow with another 45 billion.

Yeah, but don’tforget our friendsin Europethey
needed $90 billion to cover their margin calls.
Without thebailout it woul d haveclosed downthe
Chicago Board of Trade, and we can't have that.
Thederivativetraders needed the money to make
their margin calls on the International Monetary
Market.

Thecost of thisbailoutisthegranddaddy of them
all and cametothetotal of $215 billion. And Con-
gresscomplainedwhenthelnternational Monetary
Fund (IMF) wanted amere $18 billion to bailout
thoseMuslim nationsinAsia.

Youknow thisfarm subsidy iscostingtoo much.
No doubt about it but it still isabargain.

The Free-Food-Pentagon (food processors)
wouldbeanearnedtax credit withoutit. They slurp
at the trough of big government that covers food
stamps; Women, I nfantsand Children (WIC); mili-
tary procurement; and even the McGovern-Dole
free school lunches for theworld. So what’s next
givefood to Afghanistan? Yupe, you got it.

Say, have we changed our opinion about big
government? Well wouldn’t gothat far. But racial
profiling isback soisthereport that theterrorists
shorted the market of the two hijacked air lines

American and United Airlines.

Tradingalsoroseon certaininsurancecompani es
that stood to face massive claims. Then thereis
Stanley DeanWittier & Co., thelargest tenantinthe
Twin-TowersComplex, It'sstockstook ashellack-
ing, too.

In the case of the American Airlinestheir trad-
ing shorted 1,535 contracts that were worth
$337,700 at theend of trading on Sept. 10 but were
worth $1.6 million afew dayslater.

Itisamathematical impossibility that all of these
U.S. companiesshould suffer suchshortingof their
stocksif there was not aconnection.

However, thereport really got legswhenregula-
torsin Germany, Japan and Hong Kong, began to
look intothetransactions. Youknow they better ook
outthey mightlosesomemoney if they gettoonosy.
WEell don't worry itslike a Chinese spy so what if
they did.

It'seven too late to be patriotic. This attack on
thevaunted U.S. military-complex andjust aspow-
erful U.S.-nuclear-capitalism may have been
dightly lessthan sex for theserdligiousfanaticswho
hopedtobewith beautiful women. Butthehorrible
thoughtisthat it may havejust been somegoodole
New York City capitalism.

While Joe and Jane Six-Packs are asked to be
patrioticandbuy intotheU.S. stock market thebig
New York City hedge fundswas shorting the mar-
ket likeit wasaChinesefactory that hadjustlostits
contract to make American flags.

That’'s how patriotic they were. Bet hedge fund
owners like George Soros and Leon Cooperman
laughed all theway to the bank.
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Research Sept. 11 relief efforts before donating

Dear Kansas Consumers:

Thetragiceventsof September 11 haveprovided
many opportunitiesfor thepublictogivetochari-
tableorganizations. Themgjority of usareunable
topersonally makevisitstothesites, andthemon-
etary needsof thosewholost |oved onesandthose
involved at “ground zero” are great. Therefore,
Americansfeel they can meet aneed by contrib-
uting.

| haveprovided somesuggestionsbel ow onhow
you canmakeawisechoicewhengivingtoachari-
table organization which claims to be giving as-
sistancetothoseaffected by theNew York, Wash-
ington, and Pennsylvaniaattacks. Everyonewants
to know that their money is going directly to ad-
dressthe needs, but to find out later that none, or
only asmall percentage, of the money madeit to
those who were victimized would be very disap-
pointing. Pleasetakethetimetolook over these
suggestions to help you determine where you
might want to give your money.

1 Taketimetoresearchanorganization. Do
not feel you must contributethevery day asolici-
tor asksfor adonation.

2. Carefully check thenamesof thosesolic-
iting aid. Some bogus charities switch around
words, add words, or changeaspelling inaname
inorder tosoundlikeawell-known reputabl echar-
ity.

3. Askforfinancia statements. Onething
to check is how much money the organization
spends on expenses such as sal aries, fundraising,
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and day-to-day operations. Thiswill giveyou a
good idea as to how much of your donation will
gotothoseyouwant to help.

4. Askif theorganizationisregisteredwith
the Kansas Secretary of State’soffice. Thisisthe
minimal qualificationfor abonafidefundraiser or
bona fide charitable organization which solicits
funds. However, evenif theorganizationisregis-
teredthat doesnot meanitisapproved or endorsed
by thestate. It merely meanstheorganization has
filed the required documentsto solicit fundsin
Kansas.

5. Somecharitiessend unsolicited merchan-
disealongwiththeir request for adonation. Com-
mon token gifts include return address labels,
greeting cards, calendars, or key chains. Under
Kansaslaw, these are deemed unconditional gifts
to the recipients and you are under no obligation
to pay for or return unordered merchandise.

You may also want to contact your local Better
BusinessBureauforinformationonspecificchari-
ties. Additional informationisavailablefor afee
from the Philanthropic Advisory Service at 4200
WilsonBoulevard, Suite 800, Arlington, Virginia
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22203-1804. Thereisalsoaspecific section of the
websitewww.give.org, whichismaintained by the
Better Business Bureau of New York, devoted to
information on charities serving the September 11
victims. While not all of the charities have been
reviewed by theBBB, therelief effort of eachgroup
isoutlined and contact information for each group
isgiven.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mation or tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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