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commentary
from other pens...

Are we facing an era
of violent conflicts?

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Osamabin Laden wasjust asmall speck onthe
international horizoneight yearsagowhenHarvard University profes-
sor Samuel P. Huntington wrotethat global politicswill be dominated
by “the clash of civilizations.”

International conflictswill belesslikely to bebased onideology and
economics, Huntington wrote in Foreign Affairs magazine. A more
likely source are differences among civilizations — differencesthat,
hesaid, “ have generated the most prol onged and the most violent con-
flicts’ over the centuries.

It'stoo early to say whether theWest, in particul ar the United States,
and the radical 1slam embodied by bin Laden, are condemned to the
type of conflict of which Huntington wrote.

But thereisno doubt bin Laden and hisallieshavethewill and even
themeansto carry out killing on amass scale— asthe events of Sept.
11 at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon made clear.

“Thejihad (holy war) istoday theduty of every Mudlim,” said Sleiman
Abou-Gheith, a spokesman for bin Laden’s al-Qaida organi zation.
“ Americamust know that the storm of airplaneswill not stop andthere
are thousands of young people who look forward to death like the
Americanslook forwardto living.”

By Huntington’scount, there are seven or eight major civilizations.
Between the West and Islamic cultures, the differences appear to be
accelerating, partly because of conflictingworld views.

Thereislittleresonance among Islamic countriesfor Western ideas
of individualism, constitutionalism, humanrights, equality, liberty, the
rule of law, democracy, free markets and the separation of church and
state, Huntington noted.

Governmentsin|slamic countriescondemned the Sept. 11 attacks. But
therehasbeentepid supportfortheU.S. air strikesontargetsinAfghani-
stan that began on Sunday. Western European countries and other U.S.
allieshave been highly supportive of President Bush’sresponse.

Totheextent that therehavebeen street protestsinMuslim countries,
virtually all appear to oppose the bombardment of Afghanistan. In Pa-
kistan, thousandsof supportersof theruling TalibanregimeinAfghani-
stan burned buildings and demanded holy war against America.

The administration has warned that it intends to root out terrorism
wherever it may exist. Afghanistanisjust abeginning.

Thesecretary-general of theArab L eague, Amr M oussa, warned Mon-
day that “any military strike on any Arab country will lead to serious
consequencesandwill beconsidered anaggressionagainstArab states.”

Islamic radical spay no heed to Bush’sinsistencethat heiswaging a
war not on |slam but on terrorism. Bush could face an uphill climbin
hisattempt to forge an anti-terror coalition.

Huntington, writingin1993, notedthe Gulf War coalitionagainstIrag
started disintegrating notlong after thelragi surrender in February 1991.

Subsequent American attempts to demonize Saddam Hussein were
largely ignored by what Huntington called* substantial sectionsof Arab
elitesandpublics.” Asaresult, Arab governmentsopposed or distanced
themselvesfrom Western effortsto apply pressure on Irag, he said.

“The Western-Soviet-Turkish-Arab anti-Irag coalition of 1990 had
by 1993 becomea most only theWest and K uwait against Irag,” hesaid.

Itisonething to rehabilitate Saddam Hussein; it is quite another to
declarewar on America. Bin Laden said on avideotape broadcast on
Sunday: “Americawill not livein peace.”

Inatamertime, terroristsusedtoavoid harmingtheir victimslest they
erode popular support. Casualtieswererare.

“Terroristswant alot of peoplewatching, not alot of people dead,”
terrorism expert Brian Jenkins said 15 years ago.

Times have changed.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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Things gettlng back to normal with the cats

The cat no one knew was hereisn’'t here any-
more.

Jezebel, youngest daughter’s scaredy cat, has
returned to Lawrence.

Wegot Jez alittle over ayear ago when daugh-
ter finished her fifthyear in collegeand headed out
to Colorado for the summer. Her roommate | ast
year didn't “do” cats. It wasn't that she'sallergic
or anythinglikethat. Shejust doesn’t carefor ani-
malsanddidn’twantto sharetheir small apartment
withafurball.

S0 Jez stayed in western Kansas.

Summer came again and then fall, and daugh-
ter gotareal joband anapartment of her own. Now,
wefigured, shewould take her cat back.

WEell, not just yet, she said. There was allittle
matter of apet deposit and shewouldn’t havethe
money until she got acheck or two.

Right.
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Finally, we got thecall. Bring Jez home. Mama
wants her back.

Mamadidn’'t know at that point she would be
getting more than she bargained for.

A coupleof daysbeforewehittheroadwith Jez,
little brother showed up at her door with his cat.
Pomeroy had been busted by the Lawrence cops
for thethird time. At $90 ahit, son couldn’t afford
tokeephiscat, but hecouldn’'t standgivingitaway,
andwithfour roommates, hecouldn’t makeit stay
insidewhereit belonged.

His solution— have Pomeroy stay withhissis-

ter acrosstown.

By the time we arrived in Lawrence, she was
ready to trade catswith us.

Pomeroy, shesaid, had very poor manners. Hebit
her toes at 4 a.m. and got on the kitchen counters.
Thetoebiting shecould handleby closing her bed-
room door, but she couldn’t and wouldn't abide e
cat onthe counters.

Her brother explained that whilelivinginahouse
full of guyswith adog, the cat had had to befed on
the counter to keep the mutt out of the felinefood.

Daughter wasn'’t buyingit, but wetalked her intc
keeping both Pom and Jez for awhile to see how
thingsgo. Whenwelast heard Pomwaschasing Jez
all overthehouseand shewashiding under thesofa.

Since Jez spent most of her life here hiding un-
der some piece of furniture or other after the other
cats had chased her around the house, we figure
everything wasnormal.

Driving other states makes you appreciate Kansas

Drivinginneighboring statesreally makesyou
appreciate Kansas highways.

Our roadsarenow among thebest inthenation.
They have come along ways since the dark days
of theearly 1980s.

| canremember, after livinginColoradofor afew
years, coming home and being shocked by the
condition of Kansashighways: broken pavement,
narrow bridges, rough surface, rusted signs.

That sorry state of affairs prompted Gov. Mike
Hayden'sfirst statetransportation plan. Whilewe
now arewithout Mr. Hayden, who lost hisbid for
re-election and moved to Washington, we have
great roads.

If youdon'tbelieveme, try driving east or west.

Coloradoistryingtorebuilditshighway system,
but it's astruggle. The state hasn’t been able to
catch upon maintenance, especially onthoselong
stretches acrossthe eastern prairies.

Luckyforus, U.S.36actually hasreceived more
money than most plains highways, with another
10milesbeingrebuiltthisyear, butthat still leaves
35 miles of bumps and rutswest of Last Chance.
U.S. 40, U.S. 34 and Colorado 96 all arein much
worse condition.
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Colorado still hasalong waysto go, and faces
expensivedemandsfor roadsaround Denver asthe
metro population grows.

Driving in Missouri this weekend, we found a
statewithawell-built, well-designed road system
and milesand miles of rough pavement.

Missouri highway officials say that they have
little money for new construction, making it un-
likely that they will continue adding milesto the
state’s extensive four-lane expressway system.
Instead, Missouri hasfocused itseffortson main-
taining what it has.

They arenot winning the battle. Missouri roads
are in poor condition; there are many miles of
winding, outdated highways; and I-70isrunning
at or beyond capacity from St. Louis to Kansas
City. Yet the state has no money to complete the

| ast 50-somemilesof four-laneexpressway across
U.S.36, which could takesomeof thetraffic off the
freeway.

Transportation officials say the state’s gasoline
taxistoolow, comparedto other surrounding states
and bond payments are eating into its budget.

Kansasisfortunate to have the road program i
has. Maintenancework — repaving, bridgerepairs
rebuilding outdated sections— isnot caught up. |1
likely never will be. But the primary routesare all
in good shape and the repair program seems to be
keeping up with needs.

Kansas cannot afford to be complacent, though
Thecontinuingbudget crunchinTopekaal ready has
cut into highway funds. The current 10-year high-
way programwill bethreatenedif thestatedoesno
findmoremoney, anddemandfromother programs
especially schools, isheavy at the sametime.

Inthenext few years, asthestate budget squeeze
continues, bond repaymentsmay cutinto the Kan-
sasroad program aswell.

But for today, wehave aroad system to be prouc
of. Hats off to the state, the L egislature and espe:
cially the Department of Transportation for mak-
ingit that way.

Mammaography machine Is state-of-the-art

Tothe Editor:

lamwritingtoclarify informationprintedinThe
Goodland Daily News last week about the new
mammography machine at Goodland Regional
Medical Center.

The machineisinstalled, surveyed, and ap-
provedforuse. Ithasbeenavailableandinservice
for patient use since Sept. 11, when we resumed
scheduling mammography proceduresin-house.

Whenwetook theold machineout of servicein
May, we arranged to have amobile service come
into perform the procedures. The new equipment
went through aseriesof quality testsand asurvey
by ateam from the American College of Radiol-
ogy to ensureitisworking properly.

Additional monitoring will take place over the
next few weeksto ensure that the equipment and
operating procedures are working as intended.
Thisisaroutine process with the purpose of en-
suring high quality examinations, and it is fol-
lowed up by ongoing daily quality control proce-
dures and annual licensure and certification sur-
veys. Theserviceislicensed by theU.S. Food and
Drug Administration and accredited by the Col-
legeof Radiology, andall mammography services
havetomeetthequality control and survey require-
ments of these two organizations.

Goodland Regional Medical Centerisproudto
offer state-of -the-art mammography equipment to
thecitizensof thisarea. Patientswishingto sched-
ule an appointment are invited to contact the Di-
agnostic Imaging Department at 785-899-6076.
Welook forward to serving you.

Jay Jolly, chief executive officer

Tothe Editor:

My husband and | have attended the Early Iron
Car Show in Goodland for anumber of years.

We have watched the Early Iron Car Club ma-
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ture and grow in their ability to put on one of the
finest showsin Kansas. It has done nothing but
become bigger each year and more fun to attend
because it attracts many car enthusiasts from the
Tri-Statearea. It salwaysgreat toseewhat all these
guys and gals are doing and to make acquaintan-
ceswith them.

TheEarly Iron Show isadefinitedrawing card
for your fall festival each year. With thisyears
number of 292 cars, your population grew by ap-
proximately 584 peoplefor theweekend. I’ msure
thishad animpact on several different businesses.

The Friday, Sept. 28, edition of The Goodland
Daily News had a very good article covering the
Rod Run and fall festival. But where were the
people from your paper to take pictures and visit
with not only the car participants, but the motor-
cycleparticipantsaswel | ?Without theseguysand
their vehicles, your fall festival wouldn’t be the
success that it is. Get behind the Early Iron Club
and show themwhat they truly meanto your com-
munity. You' re blessed to have them.

Karen Livingston

Garden City

Editor’s Note: The Daily News staff, both re-
porters, worked through theweekend covering all
aspectsof Flatlanders. They talked with peoplein
therod and cycle showsand took picturesof both.
StoriesintheMonday paper Oct. 1 took upthebulk
of Page 1. A photo pageinsideincluded most ma-
jor parts of the weekend, including rod and bike

photos. Becausewethink theRod Runisimportant,
we featured it on Page 1 Friday. But with asmall
staff and asmall paper, it isnot possibleto feature
every part of suchacomplex event on Page 1 every
day. —Seve Haynes
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