The Goodland Daily News / Thursday, October 11, 2001 7

Critical book wins Nobel Literature Prize

STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) —
V.S. Naipaul, awriter of aching humor
and grim reality, won the Nobel Prize
inliteratureonThursday for his*incor-
ruptible scrutiny” of postcolonial so-
ciety and his critical assessments of
Muslim fundamentalism.

Naipaul, 69, aBritish novelist and
essayist bornin Trinidad to parents of
Indian descent, started with the West
Indian island as hisfirst subject. He
extended hiswritingstoincludelndia,
Africa,“ Americafromsouthtonorth,”
England and thelslamic communities
of Asia.

The Nobel Literature Prize, first
awarded to French author Sully Prud-
hommein 1901, isworth $943,000in
this centennial year.

“1 am utterly delighted. Thisisan
unexpected accolade,” Naipaul saidin
a statement issued by publishing
agency Colman Getty. “Itisagreattrib-
uteto both England, my home, and to
India, home of my ancestors.”

The 215-year-old Swedish Acad-

emy singled out his 1987 autobio-
graphical novel, “The Enigma of Ar-
rival,” saying the author created an
“unrelenting image of the placid col-
lapse of theold colonial ruling culture
and thedemi seof European neighbor-
hoods.”

Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul |eft
Trinidad at theageof 18, whenhetrav-
eled to England to study at Oxford.
Naipaul, whose other famous books
include“ A Housefor Mr. Biswas’ and
“A Bend in the River,” writesin En-
glish.

Theprizecommitteeal so pointedto
his travel books and documentary
works in which he criticizes Muslim
fundamentalism in Indonesia, Iran,
Malaysiaand Pakistanin“Amongthe
Believers’ (1981) and “Beyond Be-
lief” (1998).

Academy head Horace Engdahl
conceded this year’s choice might be
seen as political in the wake of terror
attacks in the United States and the
American retaliation.

“The present situation perhaps will
makeroomforamoremutedreaction,”
hesaid.

“1 don’t think we will have violent
protestsfromthelslamiccountriesand
if they take the careto read histravel
booksfrom that part of theworld they
will realizethat hisview of ISamisa
lot more nuanced.”

“What he'sreally attackinginlslam
isaparticular trait that it hasin com-
mon with all culturesthat conquerors
bring along, that it tendsto obliterate
the preceding culture,” he said.

At areading in London last week,
Naipaul condemnedwhat hecalledthe
“calamitouseffect” of Islamand com-
pared it to coloniaism.

“To be converted you have to de-
stroy your past, destroy your history.
Youhavetostamponit, youhavetosay
‘My ancestral culturedoesnot exist, it
doesn’'t matter,”’ he said.

Naipaul hasthe reputation of being
a tough-minded, misanthropic man
who does not engage in such literary

ritual saspublishing partiesandflatter-
ingblurbsfor hispeers. In“SirVidia's
Shadow,” a highly unflattering book
publishedin 1998, former friend Paul
Theroux wrote that “he elevated
crankishness as the proof of hisartis-
tic temperament.”

In recent remarks, Naipaul mocked
E.M. Forster, author of “ A Passageto
Indid’ and other novels.“Hejust knew
the court and afew middle-classIndi-
ans and a few garden boys whom he
wished to seduce,” Naipaul saidinan
interview withtheLiterary Review. He
alsotook on JamesJoyce's" Ulysses,”
sayingthat “ Joycewasgoingblindand
| can’'t understand the work of ablind
writer.”

In fiction and nonfiction, Naipaul
has described the upheaval of newly
independent nations and the people
wholivewithonefootintheremnants
of their ancient culture and onein the
culture of their colonial masters.

“The history | carried with me, to-
gether withthesel f-awarenessthat had

comewithmy educationandambition,
had sent meintotheworldwithasense
of glory dead,” Naipaul wrotein“The
Enigmaof Arrival.”

Martin Amis, the British novelist
and critic, said he was delighted by
Naipaul’swin.

“His level of perception is of the
highest, and his prose has become the
perfect instrument for realizing those
perceptions on the page,” Amis said,
addingthat Naipaul'stravel writing“is
perhaps the most important body of
work of itskind in the second half of
the century.”

The academy cited Naipaul for
“having united perceptive narrative
and incorruptible scrutiny in works
that compel usto see the presence of
suppressed histories.”

Lastyear’swinner waslittle-known
exiled Chinesenovelist and playwright
Gao Xingjian, a French citizen. His
award was denounced by the Chinese
government aspolitical. Italy’sDario
Fo and Germany’s Guenter Grass are

other recent winnerswith strong politi-
cal views.

The 18 lifetime members of the
academy make the selection in deep
secrecy at one of their weekly Thurs-
day meetings and hominees are not
publicly revealed for 50 years.

Alfred Nobel, the Swedishindustri-
alistandinventor of dynamite, offered
only vague guidance about the prizes
in hiswill, saying only the award
should go to those who “shall have
conferredthegreatest benefit on man-
kind” and“whoshall haveproducedin
thefieldof literaturethemost outstand-
ing work in an ideal direction.” The
awardsalwaysare handed out on Dec.
10, theanniversary of Nobel’sdeathin
1896.

TheNobelsstarted M onday withthe
naming of medicine prize winners,
followed by the physics award on
Tuesday and chemistry and economics
on Wednesday.

The peace prize isto be announced
on Friday in Oslo, Norway

Dry dock will begin cautiously on Russian sub

INTERNATIONAL

MURMANSK, Russia (AP) —
Clamped beneath a giant barge, the
gutted wreck of theK ursk nuclear sub-
marine has pulled into thewaters of a
Russian shipyard, wherethenavy cau-
tiously beginstheweeklong processof
putting it into dry dock.

The Kursk’s two 190-megawatt
nuclear reactorsand anarsenal of pow-
erful cruise missiles have been acon-
cernsincethevessal exploded and sank
during naval exercisesAug. 12, 2000,
killing 118 sailors aboard. In an un-
precedented operation, the battered
submarinewasraised fromthefloor of
theBarents Seaby aDutch consortium
on Monday.

The experts at Roslyakovo ship re-
pair plant near Murmansk expectedto
spend Thursday attaching the first of
two pontoonsneededto hoi st thebarge
withthesubmarineintodock. Afterthe
second pontoon is attached the next
day, the Giant 4 barge with the Kursk

ap news capsules

clamped underneath will be slowly
pushed intothedock —thelargest the
Navy has.

The pontoons will be filled with
water and then drained, creating the
lifting forceto raise the barge and the
submarine by about 26 feet for the
docking, set for Saturday afternoon.

JERUSALEM (AP) — Thedis-
membered body of asuspected|slamic
militant was found Thursday in the
West Bank, Palestinian security offi-
cialssad.

The circumstances of Hani
Rawajbeh’s death were not immedi-
ately clear.

Hisbody wasfounda ongaroadthat
is often used by Israeli soldiers and
Jewishsettlers. Residentsof thenearby
villageof Tel said they heard shooting

|lateWednesday, andthenan explosion.

Doctors said they could not deter-
mine whether Rawajbeh, 22, was
killedinan explosion or by amissile.

Hamas has carried out a series of
bombingsin Israel. Over the years, a
number of Hamas activists have been
killed by explosivesthat went off pre-
maturely.

NATIONAL
NEW YORK (AP) — Democratic
mayoral hopefuls Mark Green and
Fernando Ferrer madelast-minuteap-
pealstovotersasthey headedintoNew
York City’sfirst mayoral runoff in 24
years, arace that took a drastic shift

after theterrorist attacks.
Pollsindicated a virtual dead heat
between Green, the city’s Public Ad-
vocate, and Ferrer, theBronx Borough

President. Thewinner advancestothe
November election to take on billion-
aire media magnate Michael
Bloombergintheracetoreplacepopu-
lar Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.

Thetwo-term Republican has been
lauded for hisleadership in the after-
math of theattacksontheWorld Trade
Center. Heflirted briefly withtheidea
of trying to challengeterm-limit laws
andremaininginofficeforathirdterm,
but backed off and said he could stay
onto helpinthetransition.

Many observers believe Ferrer has
adlight advantageover Greenbecause
pollsshow hisbase of Latinos, blacks
and membersof thehealthand munici-
pal labor unions are more loyal and
better energized than Green support-
ers.

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) —
Federal investigatorssent teamstothe
remotecorner of southwesternAlaska
tosearchfor cluesabout how aCessna
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plungedintothetundramomentsafter
takeoff, leaving nine people dead and
the sole survivor critically injured.

Skies were clear and the wind was
calm when the single-engine com-
muter plane operated by PenAir
crashed Wednesday near Dillingham,
about 330 miles southwest of Anchor-
age.

Atleast eight passengerswereaffili-
atedwiththeBristol Bay NativeAsso-
ciation, a nonprofit social services
agency, said Terry Hoefferle, the
association’s chief operating officer.
Theplanewasbeginninga75-miletrip
to King Salmon when it took a nose-
dive.

WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON (AP)—TheWhite
Houseisexpressinginitial opposition
to Senatelegislationthat wouldexplic-
itly allow limited, federally financed
stem cell research for thefirst time.
TheSenateA ppropriationsCommit-
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teeplannedtovote Thursday onarou-
tinespendingbill that includesthepro-
vision. A subcommittee of that panel
approvedtheoverall measureWednes-
day.

Thelanguage, writtenby Sen. Arlen
Specter, R-Pa., would let President
Bushfollow throughon hisproposal to
restrict theresearchtothe 64 stem cell
linesthat he said already exist.

It also would permit him to go fur-
ther, aslongastheembryosusedfor the
researchotherwisewouldbedestroyed
and permission for their use had been
granted by the people whose fertility
treatments created them.

White House spokesman Scott
McClellan said Bush would stand by
his earlier decision on stem cell re-
search policy. McClellan said the
White House prefersaHouse version
of the measure, which makes no
changeto current law.

The House plans to vote Thursday
onitsversion of the spending bill.
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