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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Time for state action
to legalize all raffles

Isn’tit about timethat Kansaslegalized church and civic rafflesand
other common fund raisers?

Under our strict gambling laws, the church ladies and the hospital
auxiliary arebreakingthelaw whenthey sell ticketsonaquilt. TheLions
Clubiscommitting acrimeif it raffles off abig-screentelevision. The
Chamber of Commerceisinviolationof thecriminal codeif it wantsto
sell chanceson abike.

Andwhile much haschanged sincethe dayswhen all formsof gam-
blingwereoutlawed in our straight-laced state, common charity fund-
raisersstill arenot legal.

The state runs the biggest gambling racket today, with its L ottery
scratchersandthenumbersgameknownasL otto.AcrosstheU. S, states
have muscled the mob out of thisfield, taking the money for schools,
prisons, economic devel opment and other public purposes.

Indian tribes are allowed to run casinos in Kansas under an agree-
ment withthestate. Thiswasmoreor lessforced onthegovernor under
federal law, which allowstribestorun casinosif gamblingislega ina
state. The Legislature authorized gambling at horse and dog tracks,
hoping (invain, asit turned out) to spark major economic devel opment.
Thetracks have never made much money.

Bingo islegal here. Churches and civic groups can get alicenseto
run bingo games, another form of gambling. Nearly every town hasat
|east one bingo game.

Merchantscommonly run rafflesas part of salespromotions, either
for asingle store, achain or agroup promoting town business. These
arelimited, though, becausethey cannot contain all threeelementsof a
classiclottery, or gambling scheme. Usually merchantsget aroundthis
by offeringfreeentries, withthetagline, “ no purchasenecessary towin”
or somesuch.

A little-known fact isthat it's not legal to advertise gambling and
rafflesforthemost part. Federd |aw prohibitsadvertisinglotteries, other
than legal lotteries, in the mail or on a broadcast station. That keeps
newspapersandlocal radiostationsfrom promotingtheladies aidquilt
drawing or the Rotary cruiseraffle.

Because these things are so common and so benign, the authorities
usually don’'t pay much attention. Postal regulations, which oncefor-
bade any promotions of gambling, now allow newspapersto mention
legal lotteries.

If theL egislaturemadecharitableand merchant | otterieslegal inour
state, groupswould be able to advertise them.

Asit stands now, however, the state and thetribeshavealock onle-
gal gambling, other than bingo, in Kansas. There has been no moveto
changethat | ately, except for theconstant attemptshby thedogand horse
trackstoinstall slot machines.

Isn'tit silly to make grandmaacriminal when sheworksthe church
bazaar, whileso many formsof seriousgamblingarelegal inour state?

We think the L egislature should change this law, and make charity
gambling legal. — Steve Haynes
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THINK WE SHOULD TRY TO
GET BACK TO NORMAL?

[
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| don’t know about you, but I’ ve been experi-
encing grief.

Whenever something of valueislost, humans
go through agrieving process. There are many
stagesof grief and most of ushavetraveledthrough
those stagesin rapid order the past weeks.

It hasn’t been asteady climb up aladder. We' ve
been up and down and back through many of the
stages- depending onwhat we' ve heard or there-
actions we' ve seen from others.  The emotions
we'vefelt have been likearoller coaster:

We all started with shock and disbelief. Some
of usaresitill there.

WEe' ve gone on to express that shock and the
emotionsthat gowithit. Someof usarestill inthat
stage.

Someof usfed ourselvesdlipping inand out of
depression. Wefed lonely and helpless. Attimes,
someof ushavefelt physicallyill. Our mindswant
toshut downand protect our bodiesfromthepain.

We have had moments of panic - wanting to
scream our outrageto keep fromfeeling hel pless.

| feltrelief that all my sonswho aremilitary-re-
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lated wereout of harm's way. Then| felt guilty to
besohappy about it, knowing other motherswould
no longer hear their children’svoices.

Many of usare stuck in theanger stage of grief.
Wewant revenge. We want punishment. We want
the nebulous leadership killed. We want the hate
tostop. Butitcan't stop, if we keep hating.

Some of us have not wanted to return to nor-
malcy. We hesitate to get our livesback to aregu-
lar schedule. 1t's aimost like by doing that we're
denying theevil that has happened.

Theseareall normal stagesof grief. They areall
ways of coping with loss, being ableto go onliv-
ing until we canfind away to celebratelifeagain.

More innocence is gone from our society. His-
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torianstalk about the care-free, innocence lost af -
ter Pearl Harbor. That attack came deliberately on
aSunday morning whenit wasknown that Ameri-
cans would be the least vigilant. They liked their
weekendsoff; they had established regul ar patterns
of getting Sundays off from work.

Now wehavehad another disruptionto our com-
fortable, predictablehabitsof life. Thisattack was
aimed for aweekday - wanting themaxi mumnum-
ber of peopleto be at work.

Thisattack wasnot just tohurt Americans; it was
to strike at freedom on the very soil that sustains
freedom around theworld.

Wehavebeeninitiatedintothepainandterror and
misery that much of the world has faced for gen-
erations. Weare nolonger out of reach. It can hap-
pento us!

The stages of grief can be crippling, or they can
be healing. Much depends on our attitudesand de-
termination. We can never get through this ordeal
if welet ourselves be stuck inthe anger stage.

Weneedtostampout evil, wherever it exists. We
may seek punishment, but never revenge.

Post-stress disorder

Somethingisdifferent. You canfeel theadrena-
line of fear and fury subsiding asasense of resig-
nation prevails, cooling heads and quieting the
bang of runaway pul ses.

Thequestionis, areweresignedto our cause, or
resignedto our fate?| sometimeswonder if, inthe
end, wewill just get usedtoamoreperilousworl d.
Let'shope not. Let’shopethat it'sjust thejitters
of alimbo period before America’'s course of ac-
tion becomesclear.

Still, there is something disqui eting about cer-
tain developmentslarge and small. Maybeit'sin
thesudden emphasison* evidence” of Osamabin
Laden’sroleintheattack of Sept. 11, asthoughwe
were preparing to bring someone to book, not to
battle. Maybeit'sinthenecessarily dispassionate,
and conseguently humbing, process of assessing
thedamageto, say, lower-Manhattan subway lines.
Or maybeit'sin the jarring, fleeting note of cel-
ebration orchestrated to accompany a security
decision to station National Guard troops at the
nation’sairports. Lifedoesgoon. Butistheresome
vital edgelost inthe“returnto normalcy” ?

It'snot just at homewherethefirst surgeof out-
rageisabating.Already, air strikesonAfghanistan
havebeen“ pushed back” askey regional “allies’
succumb to massvapors— brought on by nerves,
not nerve gas. This necessitated the immediate
dispatch of top American officials, no doubt spe-
cialy outfitted with fans and glasses of water, to
the government buildings of Saudi Arabia, Oman
and Uzbekistan to coax these not-quite-stalwarts
intogranting uspermissiontofly out of such bases
as Prince Sultan air base, a state-of-the-art com-
mand center theUnited Statesfinished buildingfor
Saudi Arabiaearlier thisyear.

And we're only talking permission to strike at
Osamabin Laden in Afghanistan. For all therhe-
torical bell-tones sounding from the peaks of
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power about the crusade — sorry, campaign —
against global terrorism, thescopeof our target on
theground has seemedto narrow beforeour eyes.
It seems to have swung its sights away from the
terror networksand the nation-statesthat sponsor
themtozoominonOsamabinLadenandAl Qaeda
— with even the Taliban, perhaps, now out of the
picture. Thisiscold comfort tothosewho believe
that the forces making war on our way of lifeare
not confined to asingle man and hisgang.

Then again, we could be entering Phase | of a
methodical, long-term planto eliminateanti-West-
ernterrorism*root and branch,” asthesayinggoes.
MaybethereisaPhasel that will finally, belat-
edly neutralize Irag, abonafide root and branch
of global terror if ever therewasone. After all, the
White House quickly contradicted reports that
Jordan’sKingAbdullah said that GeorgeW. Bush
personally assured himtheUnited Stateswouldn’t
strikelrag. Even so, adisappointing air of plausi-
bility tothisnotion lingers.

Certainly nothing Secretary of State Colin
Powell has said lately dispelsit. When asked by
TheNew York Timesfor a“definition of victory,”
Powell replied, “1 seethesuccessof thiscampaign
measuredintherestoration of adegreeof security
in society where people are not as frightened as
they arenow, or were, asaresult of what happened
onthel1lthof September.” Victory as” adegreeof
security ... where people are not as frightened” ?
Such aless-than-sweeping vision is unlikely to,
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say, boost theconsumer comfortindex, | et along set
heartsa-beating. Although not knownfor inspiring
rhetoric, Powell doesn’t sound asif hebelievesrush
hour will never againbeakillingfield. Thenagain,
he did warm to his subject, adding, more encour-
agingly, “1 seesuccessinthiscampaignwhenthere
islessterrorism, far less— preferably zero terror-
ism— with aglobal reach.”

But what is“terrorism”? This may sound like &
preposterousguestion, but thereare sanity-defying
discussionsunderway — sofar largely confinedtc
the Arab world — in search of a new meaning.
Abdelouhed Belkaziz, head of theworld'slargest
Muslim organization, the Saudi-based Organiza-
tion of 1slamic Conference, hasoffered to devisee
working definition of terrorism that includes sui-
cideattacksontheUnited States, but excludessui-
cideattackson Israel — which, hesays, constitute
“national resistance.” At an Arab-Muslim confer-
encein Beirut this week, “activists’” and clerics,
among them the leaders of I1slamic Jihad anc
Hezbollah, went further still, defining the United
Statesitself asa“ sponsor of terrorism” for itssup-
port of Israel.

It'shardto say what success so obsceneamove-
ment to corrupt thought and language might actu-
aly enjoy. It shows, however, particularly asthose
first stabbing pains from the attack begin to dull,
that thereisan urgent need to keep our resolvefirm
and sharp, honed by bothastrategicand moral clar-
ity.

DianaWestisacolumnistandeditorial writer for
The Washington Times. She can be contacted via
dianaww@attglobal .net.
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