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Officials not sure of ties

ANTHRAX, from Page 1

Orihuelasaid early today when asked
of reportsthat Glorialrishrented apart-
mentsinDelray Beach, Fla.,,toHamza
Alghamdi and Marwan al-Shehhi this
summer. Her husband is Sun editor
Michael Irish.

“Right now we consider it acoinci-
dence,” said Orihuela, spokeswoman
for the FBI’s Miami regional office,
“because we don’t have any tie be-
tween the anthrax and the terrorists.”

News of the exposures has caused
jitters around the world, with a num-
ber of false or pending cases reported
over theweekend. Among them:

* In Hawaii, hazardous-materials
teamswerecalledtotheHonoluluand
Lihueairportsfollowingthediscovery
of white powder at both locations.
Tests were being conducted on the
powder.

« In Uniontown, Pa., a 49-year-old
womanwasgiven Cipro, anantibiotic
for anthrax, and was tested for expo-
sure after receiving an envelope con-
taining apowdery substance.

* In Boston, preliminary tests on a
Boston Globeeditor werenegativefor
anthrax exposure. Theeditor askedfor
thetestsafter recalling hehad recently
handled and thrown out athreatening
letter similar to the onethat provoked
fearsat TheNew York Times| ast week.
Hesaid it contained no powder.

In New York, Giuliani said the of-
ficer andtwotechnicianswereexposed
whileworking on the anthrax casein-

volving Erin O’ Connor, 38, an assis-
tant to NBC News anchor Tom
Brokaw. O’ Connor is expected to re-
cover.

“There'savery strictlab protocol in
place, but what may have happened
here, it'spossiblethey may not havefit
their masks properly around their
noses and mouths,” said Sandra
Mullin, a health department spokes-
woman. She said rules are being
changedtorequiretechnicianstesting
suspi cious substancesto wear protec-
tivehoods aswell as masks.

O’ Connor was exposed when she
opened a letter containing a brown
granular substance, whichwasmailed
to Brokaw from Trenton, N.J. It was
postmarked Sept. 18, one week after
terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center and Pentagon.

Federal officialsin New Jersey in-
terviewed postal workersandwatched
surveillancevideotapesSunday aspart
of their effortstotracetheletter. Postal
Serviceofficialsbelievedit couldhave
been mailed from one of 46 post of-
fices, FBI Special Agent Sandra
Carroll said.

“It'svery complex and avery com-
prehensive investigation that's alot
likelookingfor aneedleinahaystack,”
Carroll said Sunday.

Atfirst, O’ Connor thought she had
thrown away the letter, but remem-
bered it Friday while being inter-
viewed, New York postal inspector
Peter Nash said Sunday.

Investigators had initially focused

on asecond letter — postmarked St.
Petersburg, Fla.— asthelikely source
of theanthrax.

In Nevada, where aletter sent to a
Microsoft office in Reno contained
pornographic pictures contaminated
withanthrax, official ssaidtestsof four
people who may have been exposed
proved negativefor the bacteria

Resultsfor two otherswerepending,
with results of those nasal swab tests
likely known today, said Washoe
County health officer Barbara Hunt.

The six peopletested included five
Microsoft workersand afamily mem-
ber.

“We're obviously relieved to hear
that four of the employees who were
tested, their testscameback negative,”
Microsoft spokesman Matt Pillasaid.
“It soundsliketheother twomay come
back negativeaswell. That'sobviously
great news.”

State officials have sent the porno-
graphicpicturestotheCentersfor Dis-
easeControl and PreventioninAtlanta
for further testing.

Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Tommy Thompson said hewould
ask Congressfor morethan$1.5hillion
to take steps to counter bioterrorism
threats. Some of the money would be
used to purchaseenoughantibioticsto
treat 12 million peoplefor 60days, six
timesthe current supply.

On the Net: Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention: http://
www.bt.cdc.gov/

Parents proud of son’s actions

STEER, from Page 1

help arrived.

In the meantime, Wes Sherman,
owner of the cafe, came out to help.

“| just wanted to get the kidsin out
of the cold,” Sherman said. “| was so
impressed at the way the young boy
accomplished this. He was very con-
cerned about thedriver and everybody
elseinvolved — that little guy did so

well under the circumstances.”

Christopher’sparents, Roband Beth
Craft, said they thought therehad tobe
some sort of divineintervention.

“There were more ways for this
thing to have gone wrong than right,”
Rob said, “and wewere very proud of
him.”

Asfor the driver, he was released
from CitizensMedical Center later on
Friday andisdoing well.

Extemists threaten
to kill Kansas hostages

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (AP)
— A Muslim extremist rebel leader
threatened Monday to behead an
American couple before the presi-
dent’s scheduled visit to the United
Statesnext monthif thearmy doesnot
halt its offensive on the group.

Abu Sabaya, aleader of the Abu
Sayyaf rebelsin the southern Philip-
pines, claimed he will kill missionar-
ies Martin and Gracia Burnham, of
Wichita, before President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo’s planned Nov. 20
triptomeetwithU.S. President George
W. Bush.

“It would be very embarrassing if
PresidentArroyogoestotheU.S. with

the bodies of Martin and Gracia,”
Sabayatold Radio Mindanao Network
by telephone.

TheAbu Sayyaf, thought to number
1,000 fighters, has kidnapped dozens
of foreigners and Filipinos in recent
yearsand raised millionsof dollarsin
ransom. The group, which has be-
headed several hostages, hassuspected
links to Osama bin Laden, the Saudi
exile accused of plotting the Sept. 11
terrorist attacksin the United States.

The Abu Sayyaf till holds the two
Americansand at |east 10 Filipinos.

The military strongly rejected
Sabaya’ sdemand that an ongoing mili-
tary offensive be halted.

Insurance hits small districts hard

LAWRENCE (AP) — Education
officials say that rising health insur-
ancecostscould put somesmall school
districts out of business, speeding up
their consolidation.

“We are very concerned, literally,
about the survival of many small dis-
tricts,” said Mark Tallman, assistant
executivedirector of theKansasAsso-

ciation of School Boards.

Without moremoney fromtheKan-
sas Legislature or a subsidized state-
wide school employee health insur-
ance program, districts that have
struggled through years of dwindling
enrollment and modest state funding
increasescoul d beoverwhelmed by the
Ccosts.

Household, Antique Furniture,

Antique Toys and Collectibles
Oct 27, at the Colby National Guard Armory

470 S. Range Colby, KS

Doorswill openat 7 am. CST sdle startsat 9 am. CST
you can view the items Friday Oct. 26 from 6 - 8 p.m.
Full list of auction items next week.

TNT A

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer
(785) 899-3060 Work
(785) 899-4200 Home

CTION
Tom Simpson, Auctioneer

HomeLand Real Estate
Goodland & Colby, KS

(785) 443-1153 Work
(785) 462-3709 Home

Check our web site for details about upcoming auctions:
www.goodlandnet.com/tntauction

1317 Walnut

4 bedroom home or 2 rental unitswith 2
bedrooms each, whatever fits your life
style. Homein good condition with single
garage. Good investment property or
make it your home. Call for your private

showing.
1016 E. 10TH

ily room, corner lot and double attached
garage. Call today to take a look!

Cole Real Estate

3 bedroom ranch on popular east side. |
Aluminum siding, fireplacein cozy fam- [

Charlene Cole, broker Diana Spinney, Salesperson
Roger Kisner, Auctioneer

112 West 13th Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2683
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“1 was just so glad Chriswas there
tohelp,” hesaid on Saturday.

Christopher’s mother said that she
wasglad Christopher hadaninterestin
cars and knew how a standard trans-
mission worked.

Beth said she believeditisn’'t abad
ideafor parentsto at |east show their
children the mechanics of how ve-
hicles operate.

“Nobody wants to see something
like this ever happen, but | think it’s
goodto show kidshow carswork,” she
said.

“Stoney isour children’sgodfather
andagoodfriend,” Bethsaid. “Hewas
watching the children while we were
out of town.”

Christopher said he just wanted to
help and how glad he was that every-
one— and particularly Uncle Stoney
—wasOK.

Skyline at days end

The clouds glowed inthe west back lighting the water tower as the sun set on Goodland Sunday evening.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News
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