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commentary

from other pens...

Lafayette’s return trip
IS legendary, profitable

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Inthe summer of 1824, an aging French aristo-
cratwithapassionfor liberty crossed theAtlanticand went ontheroad.

The return to America of Marie Jean Paul Joseph Roche Yves Gil-
bert duMoatier, the Marquisde L afayette, becamealegend all itsown.

Over the next 14 months, L afayette travel ed thousands of milesand
visitedal 24 states. After anabsenceof 40yearshewasthronged, feasted
and endlessly toasted throughout. L afayette maniaruled America.

There were reasons Americans longed to sal ute the 67-year-old
Frenchman they quickly dubbed “ The Nation’s Guest.”

The 50th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence was ap-
proaching. L afayettewasthelast surviving general officer of theAmeri-
can Revolution and an advocate of itsidealsbefore hisdeath in 1834.
Asayoungvolunteerin 1776 hepoured hisownfortuneintothecause.

Cannonsalutesroared out fromthemoment L af ayettelandedin New
York City. Therewere parading soldiers, illuminations, banners, bon-
fires, triumphal archesand countlessreunionswith grizzled but enthu-
siastic revolutionary veterans.

“There was, in fact, no town where Lafayette was not anxiously
awaited, no state which could bear to miss hisvisit,” one biographer
wrote.

ArrivinginWashington, thegeneral wasusheredinto therotundaof
the Capitol whilecannon boomed outsideand thousandsof people” rent
theair with acclamations of joy and welcome.”

Atadinner that evening L afayettedelighted hishostswith thetoast:
“The City of Washington, the central star of the constellation which
enlightensthewholeworld.”

Awarethe French Revolution and wars had drained L af ayette' sfor-
tune, Congressvoted him $200,000and 25,000 acresof landinFlorida.

Being Congress, it couldn’t quite do it without debate.

Sen. Nathaniel Macon of North Carolina said, while it was true
L afayette had spent much money intheserviceof the United States, so
had many native-born Americans.

Sen. Robert Hayne of South Carolina calculated that inthesix years
beginning in 1776, Lafayette had spent $140,000 of his money in the
serviceof the United States, atotal that reached $200,000 withinterest.

“He put shoes on the feet of your barefoot and suffering soldiery,”
Hayne cried. “He spent hisfortune on you, he shed hisblood for you;
and without acquiring anything but a claim upon your gratitude he
impoverished himself.” The bill passed the Senate, 37-7. President
James Monroe quickly signed it into law.

L afayette accepted with the thanks* of an old American soldier and
adopted son of the United States— two titles dearer to my heart than
all thetreasuresof theworld.” Hequickly sold most of theFloridaland.

Thegeneral revisited the battlefield at Yorktown, stood silently be-
fore Washington’stomb and was Thomas Jefferson’s guest.

“They flew into the arms of each other,” one newspaper reported.

OnhistravelsL afayettewitnessed anAmerican presidential election
inwhich Monroewassucceeded by John Quincy Adams. Hewascalled
upon for every imaginable service: giving away brides at weddings,
laying cornerstones, presenting trophiesfor prize pigsand cattle.

A souvenir industry grew up in L afayette’swake. It produced acas-
cade of sheet music, portraits, commemorativeplates, bottles, jewelry
and medalsof all descriptions.

Towns and counties in at least 26 states named themselves for
Lafayette or for LaGrange, hishomein the French countryside.

Thepark acrossfromtheWhiteHousewasrenamed L afayette Square.
AndtheHouseof Representativesaccepted afull-length portrait of the
oldgeneral.

After 177 yearsthe painting remainsin the House chamber.

EDITOR SNOTE — Lawrence L. Knutson has covered the White
House, Congressand Washington's history for 34 years.
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Like grain embargos and bombing Afghanistan?

Another farm-foodbill yousay?YupetheTribe
(Congress) took up cock fighting and pit bull im-
ports. Haveaethanol reservefor ADM andricein
Texas. Andyestheeco-terroristsgot an80 percent
increasein spending.

The Gypsy Moths north-east congressmen
think awildlife preserveis something you eat for
breakfast.

They debated a point of order for an hour you
wouldthink they all was Senator Joseph M cCarthy
hunting commies in the State Department and
Hollywood.

TheGypsy Mothswanted moremoney spent on
food stamps and food aid. They say itsunfair we
are not getting enough money for our shangrilas
in the hills. They want money to make their pri-
vate game preserves.

It'slikeatax cut for therich, Itstacky to pay the
farmerswho produce 54 percent of thecommaodi-
tiesbut get 42 percent of the payments.

Their kissing cousinsin Floridawanted Joe six
pack to hel pthem buy back theeverglades, andcall
it sugar subsidies. Bet they want a shark reserve
too.

Theyjustdon’tgetit—it’sall about cheapcorn
sweetener from Mexico, Pepsi and Coke. Evenif
our Chineseagent (Secretary of Agriculture) gave
them the sugar out of the Department of Agricul-
ture sugar reserve candy barswould still go up.

Its like 70 $2.00 loaves of bread from $2.50
wheat. Good ole Viagara Bob (Dole) was duped
again.

Farmersdon’t haveahaveaconsistency in Con-
gress, and, quicker than a New York City hedge
fund getsabailout, the free-food-pentagon (food
processors) have their own armies marching up
and down the hallsof Congress.

They wouldtear capital hill down brick by brick
if we didn’t have farm subsidies. They may say
farm subsidiesfaster than Chinese spy getsout of
jail butit's nothing but aprocessor subsidy.
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Everything farmers produce arein thetank. So
another farm bill from that mosquito infested
swamp along the Potomac is xenophobic stupid-
ity.

Whenthey say freetradeit meansmoreagricul -
tureimports. It would be better tofarmin Mexico
and Canada.

Just in case anyone has noticed the frequent
mention of the embargo of farmers grain it's be-
cause it iswhy we have this Department of Agri-
culture-free-food-complex, legidlation.

After having said that, there isastriking simi-
larity between grain embargoes and the bombing
of the World Trade Center. One closed down the
Stock Market and the other closed the futures ex-
changes. However, that isthe end of any similar-
ity.

Wasthere a“be patriotic and buy U.S. grain?’
Wastherea$215 billionbailout whenthefarmer’s
futuresmarket closed down. Wasn' t that about the
samething as closing down the stock market?

When the futures did open grain prices headed
for a dead cat bounce from nearly $4 abushel to
under $2, and the stock market istrying to hold at
the 9,000 level.

Wherewasthisproactive Federal Reservethen?

Guessit was saving their money for New York
City and the nationsairlines.

Itisironicthat saidpoliciesmay havean abstract
connection to war in Afghanistan. Come to think
of it we never should have allowed grain exports
totheSiviet Union, thentherewoul d not havebeen
grain embargoes when the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan whereall thoseterroristsare.

Doesanyonethink that if therehad not beengrain
embargoeswould it havechanged history? Maybe
not, thenagain, wealwaysdidknow Richard Nixon
washuts— but hedidn’t needfast track totradewith
the Soviet Union, they just traded — that is until
Uncle Ivaninvaded Afghanistan.

Back in 1978 the Soviet Union had been shell-
ing out $43.3 hillion to feed 12 of those Islamic
nationslikeTgjikistan, Azerbaijanand Kyrgyzstan
but after thegrainembargoU.S. exportsfel| to $27.9
billion.

My, how the global market place has not
changed. Even before the September 11 attack on
theWorld Trade Center, the United State was sup-
plying 80 percent of the free food imports to Af-
ghanistan. Thereareasmany as20 of theselslamic
nationswhostill needU.S. grainimports. They, like
China, export their grain when they need hard cur-
rency, and then ask good ole Uncle Sugar to give
them our grain, it'scalled food for progress.

Well maybe U.S. policy inthe Persian Gulf ise
core issue but then again it may not be. Thereisa
possibility the anti-American sentiment in these
I slamicnationsmay havecameaboutintheway the
U.S. reacted tothefinancia crisisinAsia

For 25 years these | slamic nations had adoptec
the American kind of capitalism, but all of a sud-
denitwas“weareout of herepal.”

Furthermore, they couldn’t understand why we
didn't dolikewe did after WW Il when President
Truman created theMarshal planand pegged their
debauched currency to thegood asgold U.S. Dol-
lar, (the Bretten Woods agreement).

Tothem therewas adouble standard. It was OK
to help that bunch of white guys, but when it came
toAsiait was “you don’'t know how to run your
companies.” So it is possible this anti-American-
ism is more than how much of Jerusalem, Yassir
Arafat gets.

© 2001 Wayne Gattshall wayneg@good|and-
.ixks.com

No need to dlal to have your line checked

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

Our businesshasaseriousproblem. Apparently
our telephone line has been accessed by outside
parties and we now have a phone bill amounting
tosevera thousanddollarsfor phonecallswenever
made! A man called and posed asarepresentative
with our phone company, saying he needed to
check our phone line because several linesin our
area had been having problems. He asked our
employee to punch in asix-digit number, which
supposedly wouldallow thecomputer to check our
line. Thishappened several timesover thecourse
of aday. Each time the employee answered the
phone and each time she punched in the number
hegave. It turnsout this number was a code that
gavetheman accesstoour phoneline. Asaresult,
several out-of-country callswere madethat were
billed to our business. Genera Stovall, please
make others aware of this scam and let us know
what we can do.

Dear Kansas Consumer:

My officehasdonesomeinvestigationinto sce-
narios such as the one you described. The most
important thing for all consumersto remember is
that there is no reason for a phone service repre-
sentative to call and ask you to assist with the
checking of your phoneline. Thisissomething
your phone company can do on itsown.

I ndividual sposing astel ephonetechnicianstar-
get businesses with Customer Provided Equip-
ment (CPE) Private Brand Exchange (PBX) tele-
phonesystems; thatis, telephonesystemsthebusi-
ness buys from a source other than the telephone
company which have two or more line capabili-
ties. Oftentimes these systems come equipped
with a remote access feature, which allows em-
ployeesof thebusinesstodial intotheir PBX from
remote |ocations and obtain access to an outside
linefor purposesof placinglocal or long distance
calls. However, somebusinessesareunawaretheir
PBX systemscomeequippedwiththisfeatureand
they runtherisk of thesystembeing compromised
by unscrupulous individuals who wish to make
costly phonecallsontheir lines.

Many businessesthat have PBX telephonesys-
tems are oneswhich have different officesin one
building, care homes for the elderly or disabled,

carlaj.
stovall

® consumer corner

retirement homes, hospitals, largecompanieswith
busy switchboards, and even telephone compa-
nies. Itisavery common system, and theneedfor
education of all who work in or reside in these
businessesisextremely important. Individual resi-
dencesarenot targeted becausethereisusually no
remote accessfeature on residential phones.

If your businessshouldfinditself avictimof this
scam, you will need to contact the long distance
company billingyoufor thechargestodisputeyour
bill. Inyour case, thelong distance company was
willingto credit half thecharges. However, phone
companies generally maintain that the customer
isliablesinceit isthe customer’s employees that
control accessto its phone lines and such access
cannot be prevented by the phone company. You
may also fileacomplaint withmy Consumer Pro-
tection Division and we will try to mediate the
matter; however, we only have jurisdiction to
handlecomplaintsfromsoleproprietors, individu-
als and family partnerships. Under the Kansas
Consumer ProtectionAct, wedonot havejurisdic-
tiontoact onbehalf of corporationsor non-family
partnerships, so these kinds of businesses must
seek privatelegal counsel.

Again, thereis never any reason a phone com-
pany technician should need your assistancewith
dialinginorder to check your phoneline. Kansas

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes
letters from readers. Letters should be typewritten, and
must include a telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form letters will be
rejected, aswill | etters deemed to be of no public interest
or considered offensive. We reserve theright to edit let-
tersfor length and good taste. We encourage | etters, with
phone numbers, by e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.

busi nesses, pleasemakeyour employees, residents
switchboard operators, receptionists and any oth:
ers who have access to your phones aware of
schemes such as these. These scams can end ug
costing busi nesses thousands of dollars.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming avictimo
consumer fraud. Although someofthedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this columr
arebased onactual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewriteAttor ne
General Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protectior
Division, 120 SW10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub>-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and ar
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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