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commentary

from other pens...

Old-fashioned lady:
‘Women dont need to vote’

TheHutchinson Newson women’svote:

Citified Johnson County residentstypically cringe when they have
torub shouldersin Topekawith their country cousinsfrom around the
Sunflower State. ...

But thecommentsof asocial conservativewhorepresentspart of the
Kansas City areain the Kansas Legislature leave us country cousins
wishing to disassociate from the simpletons of the suburbs.

State Sen. Kay O’ Connor, Olathe Republican, put Kansasinthena-
tional limelight last week by expressing the archaic 18th-century atti-
tude that women don’t need to vote.

O’ Connor, who describesherself asan* ol d-fashioned conservative
lady,” made her remarks in response to an invitation to a L eague of
Women Voters' “ Celebrate the Right to Vote” luncheon.

It turns out that O’ Connor does not celebrate the enactment of the
19th Amendment. She thinks that giving women the right to vote be-
gan asocietal shift that eventually encouraged women to trade home-
maker rolesfor careers.

... LasttimeK ansasearned suchnational fameoccurredin1999, when
the State Board of Education unwisely voted to water down science
education standards.

Another social conservativefrom Johnson County, LindaHolloway
of Shawnee, chaired theboard at thetime....

The elections of O’ Connor and Holloway show what can happen
whenbusy votersdecidethat they havenotimefor political debate, civic
lifeor publicinvolvement. ...

Now other Kansans, rural and urban alike, haveto bear the brunt of
the national reaction to O’ Connor’s shallow statements. As country
cousins, we know who to deal withiit.

We'll think of it asshoveling out abarn stall.

TheWichitaEagleon state budget:

Next year’sstate budget outlook wasgrim before Sept. 11. Now it's
downright scary.

Asaresult, lawmakers must consider all budget optionswhen they
return to Topeka, even those that many of them would rather keep off
the table— including tax increases, slot machines and cutsto needed
programs, such asthe state transportation plan.

Budget estimateslast April projectedthat thestatewoul d collect about
$120 millionmorein revenuenext fiscal year thanit will thisyear. But
while that may seem like plenty of money, it doesn’'t cover required
spending increases. ...

Now, after last month’s terrorist attacks, a good share of that extra
$120 million likely won't materialize. Sales-tax collections could be
lower than projected, dueto the declinein consumer confidence. Per-
sonal and corporateincometaxeslikely will also drop, dueto layoffs,
stock-market losses and declining sales. Even severancetaxesmay be
lessthan projected, as natural gas prices are expected to be lower this
winter.

Tomakemattersworse, theterrorist attacksand resultingjob layoffs
will require more spending on social services and security at airports
and state buildings. ...

Given this new reality, lawmakers will need to look at all budget
options. That means rethinking each spending program and making
painful cuts. ... It a'so means being open-minded about atargeted tax
increase. ...

Balancing the state’ s budget will require unpleasant choices. And it
will requireleaving sacred cows and inflexibleideol ogies at home.
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BEST-CASE SCENARIO

Hiding in the sand lets terrorists win

Terror ism- (n) useof forceor threatstointimi-
date, esp. asa political policy.

Ter’ror ize- (v) 1.terrify 2.coercebyterrorism.

| have been hesitant to put pen to paper on Bin
Laden and his cohorts. Sometimesiit’s better to
avoidreading about or seeingimagesand ideasof
disturbingthings. Withthewall-to-wall coverage
of the attacks and the aftermath, | wanted to dedl
with other topics.

I am normally a news junkie, but that has
changedsinceSept. 111 havelittledesireright now
toturnonthenewschannels, read newspapersand
magazines, and listen to radio talk shows. Why?
Becausel cannot get away fromtheseterrorist acts,
and | desperately want to.

Every program| watch hassomethingtodowith
them. | want toget away fromthoseacts. | wantto
get away from analyzing the mindset that the ter-
roristshave, wherethey wouldkill innocentsinthe
name of higher power. | want to get away from
talkingabout the Taiban, Muslims, thegeography
of Afghanistan, al Quedaand anthrax.

| want to talk about things that used to seem
important, likecutting thecapital gainstax, school
uniforms, the role of the United Nations and the
horrors of adisease called depression.

But nomatter how hard | try, | cannot peel Sept.
11, 2001, from the front of my consciousness. To
be more precise, the words terror, terrorism, and
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terrorize have been imprinted on my brain. How
often have you heard these words uttered since
Sept. 11?1 haveheard them so often | hopel don’'t
start to space off what these wordstruly mean.

Themaster planof BinLadenistogettheUnited
States out of Saudi Arabia, and out of Israel’ship
pocket. To do this, he wants to use non-conven-
tional warfare. Hewantsto use*“terror” to disrupt
the confidence and security wefeel in our every-
day lives. Hewantsto use “terrorism” to intimi-
date the United States into bowing to hiswhims.
Hewantsto“terrorize” usby beamingimagesback
tousin our own homesby the Internet and tel evi-
sion of dead Americans and burning American
flags. He wants to keep us from going about our
everyday lives, hewantsto preoccupy uswithfear
S0 we become passivein our actionstowardshim
and other terrorist parasitesaround theworld. They
want a“fortressAmerica,” whereweretreat from
not only our world responsibilities, but from our
own individual lives.

So how do werespond asaculture?

What wedon't doiswhat | have been doing. We
cannot stick our headsinthesand. I nstead, wemust
educate ourselves to the best of our ability about
what thiswar isabout andwhat wearedoingtofight
it.

Wemust visibly andvocally support thosewhose
lives were forever changed on Sept. 11. We must
fly theAmericanflag and send | etters of support to
our military personnel who are going into harm’s
way. We must work with our neighbors and fami-
liesto reassesswhat isreally importantinlife.

Our governmentisembarkingonaplantoridthe
worldof terror for you, our families, and mefor now
and in the future. Bin Laden is part of a network,
and our government is going about the process of
smoking out this network, so terrorists can be cut
off from their resources and eliminated.

The President of the United Stateshas a plan to
bring terrorists to justice. The president is being
active, vigilantandisready for alongbattlethat will
have upsand downs.

Wemust do the same. Terror, terrorism, and ter-
rorize are words that will havetheir desired chill-
ingaffectonly if weretreat. Otherwisethey arejust
wordson apage or in aspeech.

Our jobascitizensistotry tokeepitthatway. The
president can worry about the details.

Comments may be sent to Mitch Hixson at
<hixsonpooms@yahoo.com>

Is that all there 15?

A lot of men my age start feeling disappointed
with life, asif they somehow got cheated. They
often ask the piercing question, “Isthat all there
is?’ Thisisavery dangerousthing to do. And not
just because the answer isyes. |’ ve learned over
theyearsthat you should never ask aquestion that

you are not prepared to answer yourself. That's

why | never ask questionslike*How muchdoyou
weigh?’ or“How oldareyou?’ or “Isthat your real
hair?’ | wouldnever ask theworld, “Isthat all there
is?’ out of fear that the world would ask me the
samething. “Isthat all thereis?’ isnot aquestion
you want to hear when you hand in abusinessre-
port, declareyourincome, or step out of theshower.

ALITTLEWORRY ISAGOOD THING

When | was younger, | used to have trouble
sleeping because | had too many worries. Finan-
cial pressures, uncertainty at work, and wonder-
ing whether or not the police were going to press
charges. Nowthat thoseworriesaregone, I' mfind-
ing | till havetrouble sleeping. But, for acouple
of months, there was atime when | was sleeping
likeababy. It wasatimewherel still hadthingsto
worry about, but not too many of them. That seems
likeagood placeto be. Weall need acertain num-
ber of manageable worries. They help us get to
sleep because we' re motivated to forget them for
anight. If youhavemorethanthat, they’ retoohard
toignore, andif youhavefewerthanthat, youhave
nothing to escapefrom. You'll goto sleep only if
you' retired, and you' renot about to do enough to
causethat. If that happenstoyou, youneedtotake
onafew moreworriesto reach your quota. L uck-
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ily, worriesaren't hardtofind—just ask your kids
what they didtoday, or ask your spousewhat she's
planning to do tomorrow.
EXPOSED SECRETS

Every manhasabunch of secretsthat henaively
thinks he's keeping. In fact, there are very few
things middle-aged men do that aren’t painfully
obvious. Here's alist of tricks you're using that
aren’t fooling anyone:

— Combingyour hairinsuchaway that people
might think you have some.

— Modernizingyour wardrobeby adding anew
tieto an old suit.

— Sitting in the chair closest to the television
so your wife can’t seethat your eyesare shut.

— Thinkingthat if you can get apair of pantsto
Zip up, they must still fit you.

— The skateboarding T-shirt.

— Smilingand noddingto peopleyoucan’t hear.

— Baggingyour shirt out aroundyour waistband
to hide the ominous overhang.

— Staring at amenu asthough you’ redeciding,
when, infact, you can’t make out asingleword.

— Wearing sweatpantswithatowel aroundyour
neck eventhoughyou’ recominghomefromanall-
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you-can-eat buffet (your favoritetypeof restaurant
becausethere’'sno menuto read).
EASY RIDER
| saw an elderly couple on amotorcycle yester-
day. Now, somepeoplethink it'sdangerousfor se-
niorsto beriding around on Harleys, but | seealot
of senseinit. I’ veriddenamotorcycle, and | know
you’ vegot tohaveyour facultiesworkingtobeable
topull it off. | alwaysworry that maybesomeof the
older folkswhoaredriving carswhileleaning over
the steering wheel s and doing half the speed limit
with their turn signals perpetually flashing are not
at thetop of their game. That’snot a problem with
the motorcyclists. If they make it out of their own
driveway, they’ re obviously competent. So, leave
them aone, and let them have their fun. If you're
looking to get dangerous seniorsoff theroad, start
with the octogenarian in the 60-foot Winnebago
towing agolf cart and afishing boat.

QUOTE OF THE DAY: “Nothing changesyour
prioritiesfaster thananintestina flu.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canada on the CBC Network, and the author of
“The Red Green Book” and “ Red Green Talks
Cars: ALove Sory.”
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