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commentary

from other pens...

Somehow all of this
Is part of God’s plan

Inthehistory of man, more blood has been shed in the name of God
than for any other reason, save maybe simple greed and the lust for
power.

Isthat part of God’splan, or arewe humansjust alittle dense?

You haveto believethat it isus men who arefaulty, not the Creator.

If you chooseto believe, thenyou must believethat God knowswhat
heisdoing, that Godiscapableof creating aperfect planfor theworld.

It'sus. We' rethe oneswho can’t understand.

Inthistime of trouble, it might be easy to believe that God has lost
sight of us.

How could he abandon theworld to terror and death?

Hehasnot. Men still do not understand his message.

Butif youbelievein God— call himYahweh, Jehovah, Allah, Jesus,
whatever you like — it’s hard to believe that he intends for usto kill
oneanother. Wejust don't get it.

But whilethings may seem dark today, thelight of history showsus
that they arenot.

Thehistory of manisasteady progressionfromcavetotemple, from
flame to computer, from hoe to airplane, from disease to cure, from
monarchy to democracy, and yes, from war to peace.

It has always been that way. A steady improvement in the human
condition, interrupted, to be sure, by backsliding, defeat and destruc-
tion, on occasion, but always upward and onward.

Humanshavebuilt onthebody of knowledgesinceprerecordedtimes.
Discoveries, hopes and traditions have been passed down from gen-
eration to generation, from father to son, mother to daughter, over the
eons.

And despite the setbacks — the wars, disease, pestilence, the Dark
Ages, theoccasional triumphsof evil —civilizationhasimproved with
each century. We know more, live longer, think better than any past
generation.

And, if you believe, you haveto believe wewill continue to do so.

Threegreat religionssprang fromtheMideast, al tied to versionsof
one Book, all believing intheir versions of one God. Instead of grow-
ing together, the children of the Book often asnot havefought onean-
other. Crusadersattempted to drivethe MoslemsfromtheHoly Land,
and later, the Zionists attempted to drive the Arabs from Israel. None
of that has exactly fostered understanding.

We have morein common, in heritage, in belief, than what sets us
apart. Still, wefight.

Some day, perhaps, we will come to understand just what it is that
Godwantsusto do. Or at least wewill get closer to understanding, for
asimperfect beings, it's not likely we will perfectly understand any-
thing, especially God. We can only try our best.

But for now, it should be enough to know that, asit has throughout
time, mankind will continueto grow and prosper, learn and know. As
they always have, thingswill get better. That hasto be God's plan.

Havefaith. —Seve Haynes
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KANGAS MOTORISTS
NEED TO UNDERSTAND
THAT THOSE
GAS STATION OWNERS
WHO OVERCHARGED
FOR GASOLINE
WERE MERELY REACTING
TO THE UNCERTAINTY
OF THE MOMENT...

CERTAIN

NOW THAT WE'RE

WE COOLD
BE PROSECUTED,
IT'LL NEVER
HAPPEN AGAIN.
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Women, children are victims no matter where

The American people are incredibly tender-
hearted and generous.

Theoutpouring of sympathy, loveand cash for
thevictimsof the Sept. 11 tragediesin New York
and Washington has been overwhelming.

Hereat the newspaper, we have gathered dona-
tionsranging from dimesfrom childrento checks
for hundreds of dollars from those who could af-
fordit.

Across the country, people are reaching out to
thosein need.

| haveneither beensurprised nor marveledat this
outpouring.

Itisnormal. Itiswhat peopledo. Thesamething
would have happened if the tragedies had been
caused by accident or an act of nature. The only
real differencethistimeisthe upswing of patrio-
tism.

America has always had a great deal and has
alwaysgiven agreat deal. Ever sincethe Indians
hel pedtheearly col onistsmakeit throughatough
winter, Americans have been extending their re-
sourcesand knowledgeto both their brothersand
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® Open season

to strangers.

But throughall of this, | keepthinkingtherewas
something we were forgetting. Someone who
needed our helpevenmorethanthevictimsinNew
York andWashington. Victimsjust asinnocent, just
ashlameless, just asthreatened.

ThesevictimsaretheAfghan people, especialy
thewomen and children.

WhilehereintheU.S.,womencanstandontheir
own feet, earn their own living and support their
children, that isnot truein Afghanistan.

Thesearepeoplewho havelivedthroughwar for
al ormost of their lives. Their country, alwayspoor,
had been reduced to a heap of rubble before the
terrorist ever struck theU.S.

Our president, inhisaddresson Thursday night,

gave methe answer to my question.

He asked the nation’ s children to send money tc
aspecial fund, set upthroughtheRed Cross, for the
children of Afghanistan.

Thiswasit. Thiswasthe greater need.

A peoplewithout adequatefood, shelter or cloth-
ing, are about to enter awinter ashard as any seen
in Siberia. During these next few months, interna-
tional humanitariangroupssay, hundredsandthou-
sands of Afghanswill die of hunger and exposure
becausetheir government just doesn’t care.

Our president hasasked our childrentohelptheir
children.

L et’sshow theworld that we are as sympathetic
to strangers as we are to our own. Let’sdo all we
can to savethose children.

Thepresident asksthat each child put $1, or what-
ever they can, in an envelope and send it to the
America’s Fund for Afghan Children at the White
House, 1600 PennsylvaniaAve, Washington, D.C.
20509-1600.

Remember: Display your flag, give blood anc
savethechildren.

I’'m pleased with the area water special section

To the Editor:

| wanted towriteand let you know how pleased
| waswiththewater publicationthat wascompiled
by the seven western Kansas newspapers!

Your group did an excellent job and gathering a :

series of interesting and well written articles. My
mother, whoisaresi dent of Oberlin, sent meacopy
of the publication.

It wasvery timely, as| aminthe processof run-
ning for an elected position on the board of direc-
torsfortheCoastal PlainsGroundwater Conservar
tion District. Theelectionwill determinewhether
or not thecounty formsagroundwater district, and
how itisfinanced, along with aboard of seven di-
rectors.

Our situationisdifferent fromyours, but aswa-
terissuesareforemostinmy mindright now, itwas
very interesting to learn more about the problems
you are experiencing on the Ogallala Aquifer.
When | was a child in Kansas, my father raised
anything that didn’t have to be irrigated, mainly
wheat and milo, thetypical dryland farming crops
of western Kansas.

Inthepast few years, when | havecomehomein
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the summer, it is still surprising to see the green
fieldsof cornwhereusually therewould havebeen
wheat stubble. It wasinteresting to learn that eco-
nomics may play as much part in conservation of
thisresource as any type of regulation.

I now liveonacoastal county insouth Texas. We
aredtill mainly arura area, withfarmingasthelarg-
estindustry. Wearemorediversified than Decatur
County, inthat wehavethreelarge industrial com-
plexesthat employee over 3,000 people.

Our main reason for wanting to form aground-
water districtisthefear of larger communitieslike
Houstonand CorpusChrigti that arelookingfor new
sources of water for their growing populations.
Landownershavebeenmadeoffersto*mine”’ their
water for asigning bonusof $30,000 plus$200for
each acrefoot of water.

Texashasthe " Rule of Capture,” which can also
bereferredtoasthe” Ruleof theBiggest Pump.” You
havearighttopumpall youcanbringtothesurface,
but if your neighbor has a bigger, faster pump, he
can pump you dry, and you have no recourse.

Groundwater districts arethe only way of mod-
erating thisrule of capture by introducing fees on
wells pumping more than 25,000 gals per day,
and by having policiesonwell spacing.

| have worked as an environmental scientist for
the past 14 years and fedl that | could be a knowl-
edgeabl e addition to theboard. | haveworked with
many large corporations on issues relating to
groundwater and water permits from the Texas
Natural Resource Conservation Commission and
the Environmental Protection Agency.

Thepublicationthat wasdevel oped by your group
inWestern Kansas, hasservedtofurther expand my
knowledge on thisimportant subject.

Thank you for thetime and expenseinvolved in
continuing to educate the residents about thislife
sustaining resource.

Kay Harold

Bay City, Texas

Pentagon may be best agency for bioterror war

Whether or not Al Qaedaterrorists planted an-
thrax in Florida, the incident ensures, Congress
will fund amajor upgradeinthenation’sdefenses
against biochemical attack.

TheWhite House budget office had been quib-
bling over Health and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson's request for $800 million.
Now that Floridaishometoanthrax cases, it seems
almost certain more funding will be approved.

Sen. Bill Frist, R-Tenn., told meinaninterview
he'sconfident theadministration will support the
$1.4 billion he and Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-
Mass., have proposed primarily to build up state
and local health and emergency agencies.

With the addition of overdue improvementsto
food-safety inspections, thetotal islikely tocome
to $2 billion, according to aides to Sen. Tom
Harkin, D-lowa, chairman of the Appropriations
subcommitteethat overseesHHS.

Themoney islikely to be approved by the Sen-
ate A ppropriations Committee and be attached to
the Defense Department’s appropriation.

However, it does not contain what one outside
expert considersavital bureaucratic change: mak-
ing the Defense Department the lead agency re-
sponsiblefor combating bioterrorism.

Sue Bailey, assistant secretary of defense for
health in the Clinton administration, told me the
lead agencies now are the FBI and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, but she ex-
plained neither has the assets needed to respond
to aserious attack.

“Themilitary hasthetransport capacity andthe
communications,” she said. “It has the hospitals
andithascontrol of thevaccineswe’ dneed. Italso
hasthetroops, if it comesto that, for quarantines
and crowd control.”
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Themilitary isprohibited by law from perform-
ing civilian policefunctions, but Bailey’sideade-
serves attention. After all, the attacks of Sept. 11
were acts of war on American soil, and they un-
doubtedly won’'t bethelast.

Ananthrax or nerve-gasattack couldkill tensor
hundredsof thousandsof people—millions,inthe
case of highly contagious smallpox and plague.

Bailey, who oversaw anthrax vaccination of all
U.S. military personnel in the 1990s and took the
shots herself, said the recent mini-outbreak of in-
halation anthrax in South Floridawas “an appar-
ent deliberate rel ease— an act of terrorism.

“Unlessaherd of sheep cametrotting down the
hallway of that officebuilding (theheadquartersof
American Media Inc. in Boca Raton), there's no
way thiscould havebeenanatural release,” shesaid.

Bailey did not blamethe Al Qaedaterrorist net-
work of Osamabin Laden, butit’safact oneof the
perpetrators of the Sept. 11 attacks, Mohammed
Atta, attendedflight school innearby Delray Beach
and inquired about crop-duster aircraft.

“Evenifitturnsout not to havebeen doneby the
Idamicterrorists,” shesaidabout theFloridacases,
“it'saharbinger that ought to spur usto action.”

Besidesmaking the Pentagonthelead agency to
combat bioterrorism, Bailey ticked off alist of other
thingsthat need to be done.

“Every hospital in|srael hasadecontamination
roomto protect therest of thehospital fromchemi-

calsandbiological agents,” shenoted. “Hardly any
of our hospitalsdo.”

Subways, stadiums and public buildings, Bailey
said, should beequippedwith detectorsthat will sig-
nal the presence of biological and chemical agents,
and set off alarmsfor local and federal authorities.

“Peopl e have to know who'’sin charge ahead of
time. Andthefirst respondersought to bevaccinated
in order to take care of other people,” shesaid.

Bailey suggested subways and major buildings
including the Capitol, have filtersinstalled in their
air conditioning systemstoremovebiol ogical agents.

Shewasnot alonein her criticism of Thompson
for saying on television and before Congress that
the U.S. government “could respond to any
(bioterrorism) contingency and control it.”

“Unfortunately, that’ssimply notthecase,” Bailey
said. “ Our public health system hasno anthrax vac-
cine inventory and would be overwhelmed by &
large-scalebiochemical attackif it happenedtoday.”

Althoughabiochemical attack might bethedead-
liest, Frist said poisoning the nation’sfood supply
with bacteria might be the easiest evil act for ter-
roriststopull off. Americanagentscurrently inspect
only 1 percent of imported food, he explained.

Thanks to Frist and Kennedy, who helped pass
bioterrorism-response hill last year, the nation isn’t
starting from scratch. And Thompson, to his credit,
hasbeenworking onfederal responsessince January.

A reminder of how unprepared|ocal areasarewas
furnished last week at a hearing by Sen. Robert
Byrd, D-W.Va., who said hiswife recently had tc
wait all day to be seen at Fairfax Hospital’s emer-
gency room for pneumonia. | magine the situation
if the Washington area had been hit with anthrax.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.



