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Saints and sinners: Miracles do happen at Lourdes

In 1858, it wasreported that theVirginMary
had appearedtoapeasant girl named Bernadette
Soubirousinagrottonear thelittleFrenchtown
of Lourdes.

Asword of her visionsspread (therewere 17
subseguent appearances), thousands of people
weredrawntothetiny village at thefoot of the
Pyreneesin southwest France.

Itisnow 143yearslater, and still they come,
asteady, never-ending stream of pilgrims.

AnarticleintheWashington Post stated that
6 million peoplewill flock tothe sacred shrine
thisyear.

Many come seeking amiracle. Only onein
40,000 experiences a cure. But if thereisa
chance you might be that one, it is worth the
journey.

ThePost story saysthat morethan 2,000sick

or crippled people have reported being cured
after drinking or bathing in the water at the
grotto.

Sixty-six of those recoveries have been cer-
tified asmiracles by amedical board.

Doctors are generally skeptical of stories
about miracles, but afew have changed their
minds after coming to Lourdes. Alexis Carrel
wasone,

Carrel was a young physician of 30 and a
member of themedical school faculty inLyon,
France, when he accepted an invitationfrom a
priesttotravel withthe“sick train” tothelittle
town of 18,000.

Ashewasmaking theroundsof the patients
onthetrain, Carrel sawal7-year-oldgirl named
MarieBailly lying proneonamattressstretched
across two seats. She seemed to beterminally
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ill, and the necessary preparations had been
madeinthe event that shedied beforethetrain
reached L ourdes.

“Thereisan incredible power of suggestion
atapilgrimage,” Carrel acknowledged. “But it
canhaveabsolutely noeffect onanorganicdis-
easelikeMarie's.”

At noon the next day, Carrel saw Bailly be-
ing carried onastretcher tothepool at L ourdes.

Shewasunconsciousand near death. But at 2:30
p.m., agreat change began to take place.

Suddenly, as Carrel watched from beside
Bailly’shospital bed, the blanket covering her
distended abdomen began to flatten. In afew
minutes, her stomach was completely flat.

That evening, when Carrel wentto her room,
Bailly wassitting upinbed. Her recovery, Car-
rel saw for himself, wasreal.

Later that year, Marie entered the religious
order of the Daughters of Charity, where she
lived until her death 34 yearslater at the age of
51.

Fromthat timeon—asW. Sterling Edwards
recountsin hisbiography of Carrel, “ Visionary
Surgeon” (Charles C. Thomas, 1974) — Car-
rel would make apilgrimageto Lourdesevery
August.

In 1912, hewon the Nobel Prizein Physiol-
ogy and Medicine. In 1933, hewrote"“Manthe
Unknown” (Plon, 1997), abook that revealed
himtobeadoctor, philosopher and mystic. The
book was abest-seller and was trandated intc
19languages.

In 1941, in aReader’s Digest article titlec
“Prayer IsPower,” Carrel wrote, “1f you make
ahabit of sincereprayer, your lifewill bevery
noticeably and profoundly atered.”

In prayer, this renowned man of science
wrote, “we seek to augment our finite energy
by addressing thelnfinite Sourceof al energy.
Even in asking, our human deficiencies are
filled and werise strengthened and repaired.”

And, Carrel might have added from hisown
experience, we may sometimes witness ¢
miracle.

Diocese says: ‘Danny Boy’ Is moving, but it isn't appropriate at Mass

By Brian Carovillano
Associated Press Writer

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The ballad
“Danny Boy” haslong been played at
funerals, wakesand memorial services,
itsmournful strainsconjuringupimages
of Ireland’s green pastures and wind-
swept hills.

New York Fire Chief Peter Ganci,
killedintheWorld Trade Center attack,
actor Carroll O’ Connor and John F.
Kennedy Jr. all werelaidtorest withthe
plaintive melody.

SowhentheRoman Catholic Diocese
of Providencebanned“ Danny Boy” and
other secular songsfromfuneral Masses,
it raised theireof Irish-Americans.

“1 want ‘' Danny Boy’ sung at my fu-
neral Massand, if itisn't, I'm going to
get upandwalk out,” retired Pawtucket
policeofficer CharlieM cK ennawrotein
April to The ProvidenceVisitor.

The weekly diocesan newspaper got

899-7368

Pastor: Don Crutcher
|| Fifth & Broadway

Sunday. Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College » 899-3605

Sunday: Sunday School:
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Family Night: 7 pm
Adult Bible Study and Youth Group

dozensof letters, somefromasfar away
as California, urging Bishop Robert E.
Mulveetoreversehisdecision—at|east
whenitcameto” Danny Boy.” Sofar, he
hasn't.

“Thecontroversy took onalifeof its
own,” saidthe Rev. Bernard A. Heal ey,
theological consultant to the Visitor. “I
don’t blamepeople, butreally it'salack
of understanding of what afuneral Mass
issupposed to be.

“*|t’ sabout their connectionwith Jesus
Christand thechurch, not their connec-
tionwiththe Emerald Isle.”

Other bishops have left the question
of funeral music up to parish priests.

TheArchdioceseof New York, which
has buried scores of police officersand
firefighterssince Sept. 11, oftenplaying
“Danny Boy” attheservice, usually dis-
courages the use of secular music dur-
ing Mass.

“All music played at church services
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should be liturgically appropriate mu-
sic,” said JoeZwilling, aspokesmanfor
the archdiocese. “But we don’t have a
policy about any one song, or alist of
songsthat can't beused.”

Besideslackingtheappropriatepiety,
thesongitself can counter what funeral
services are supposed to accomplish,
Healey said.

“Part of what | doat afuneral Massis
try tolift people' sspirits,” hesaid. “ But
the song is emationally manipulative.
Everythingl’ vespent thelast hour work-
ing toward is gone within two minutes
because everyoneisreduced totears.”

Despite its popularity among Irish-
Americans, thesong'slyricswereactu-
ally penned by an Englishman, Fred-
erick EdwardWesatherly,in1913, and set
tothetuneof the 17th century Irishfolk
song, “Londonderry Aire.”

“Danny Boy” tellsthetaleof anlrish
lad called to military duty by the sound
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of distant bagpi pes, and aloved onewho
promises to wait for him. "“Tis I'll be
here in sunshine or in shadow / Oh
Danny boy, oh Danny boy, | love you
s0,” gothewistful lyrics.

The tune haslong been cherished by
police officers and firefighters, who
identify with its message, McKenna
said.

“Danny’s answering acall, and it's
uncertainwhether he’ sgoingtoreturnor
not,” he said. “If you think about it, a
policeman and afireman, they do the
samething. What happenedinNew York
isaperfect example.”

Also, fireand policedepartmentshave
historically been dominated by Irish-
men, another reason why “ Danny Boy”
is often blown on the bagpipes during
ceremoniesfor fallen officers.

Tom Deignan, a columnist for the
New York-based IrishVoicenewspaper,
wroteabout the controversy in July and

¢ First Christian Church _

was inundated with letters from across
the country.

Somereaderscirculatedapro-“ Danny
Boy” petitionthat they intendto present
toMulvee.

“Ninety-nine percent were saying it
wasridiculous,” Deignan said. “ Just to
judgefromthereactionwegot, it'sclear
that songmeansalot toalot of people.”

The song has been played at many
funerals connected to the World Trade
Center attacks, hesaid, oftenby theNew
York Police Department’sEmerald So-
ciety bagpipers.

“Thelrishcommunity washit particu-
larly hard by thetragedy,” Deignansaid.

Back in Providence, Mulvee's deci-
sionmay beunpopular, but he' sonsolid
ground from the church'’s perspective.

Churchdocumentsplainly advisethat
popular balladsbeexcludedfrom Mass,
said David Early, a spokesman for the
United States Conference of Catholic

Bishops.

“Thesekinds of songsshould clearly
be avoided,” Early said. “But it'snot &
matter of churchdoctrine. It'sapastoral
decision |eft to theinterpretation of the
local bishop.”

No other American church leader ap-
pearsto havetaken as strong astand on
theissueasMulvee.

“If you allow ' Danny Boy,’ then you
open al kinds of other questions about
what should and shouldn’t beal lowed,”
saidHealey, who personally hasrejecteo
requests to have Frank Sinatra’'s “My
Way,” John Denver’s“Annie’'s Song,”
and Bette Midler’s“Wind Beneath My
Wings,” played at funerals.

The diocese formed a committee to
look at theinfiltration of secular music,
Healey said, and the group intends to
send al etter by theend of theyear to par-
ishesdetailingwhat i sacceptableduring
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‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:
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golden Wheat Ranch
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Short & Son Trucking
Hwy. 24
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