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Golden West Skills Center, helped a client, Wesl

ey Strange, check his electronic mail account this

morning in the center’s new computer lab. Clients use the lab to write e-mail, surf the net and produce a newsletter.
Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Centerallows disabled to be independent

CENTER, from Page 1

The transition to community-
based services was brought on by
changesin statelaw, Bowman said,
butit provedtobeanexcellent move
for thefacility and itsresidents.

She said the Developmentally
Disabled Reform Act the Kansas
Legislature passed in 1996 forced
many ingtitutionsaroundthestateto
shutdown. To avoid closing, Bow-
man said, the center followed the
growingtrend of allowingclientsto
liveindependently.

“It'sastatetrend,” shesaid. “It's
anational trend. It'sagood trend. It
was agood move on the part of the
state and on the part of Res-Care.

Noneof our individual swould go back
toaninstitutional setting.”

Bowman said Goodland residents
and businesses have supported the
change, which shesaidisbenefitingthe
community.

Cheryl Cotter, director of quality as-
suranceand casemanagement at Golden
Wet, said the center has added 40 con-
sumersto the community, who arebuy-
ing groceries, shopping, going to mov-
ies, eating at restaurantsand working.

Bowman added that the center hasa
staff of about 75 and an annual payroll
of about $1.5million.

“That goesright back into the com-
munity,” she said.

Some things haven’t changed at
Golden West.

The center wantsto provideitscli-
ents with the best quality of life pos-
sible, Bowmansaid, and beasinvolved
in the community as possible.

In1991, shesaid, thefacility opened
the Activities Based Learning Envi-
ronment, or ABLE, center in abuild-
ing on MainAvenue, just south of The
Goodland Daily News office.

Cotter, who has worked at Golden
West since 1985, said it was awork-
shop setting, where clients did piece
work for the puppet factory in Good-
land, made doormats and other prod-
ucts and did work for the Goodland
Area Chamber of Commerce.

The center also started awork en-
clave, Cotter said, gatheringagroup of
peopl ewho cleaned businessesand did

other odd jobs. Shesaid they wanted
tohavetheABLE center downtown
for areason.

“We choose Main Street,” she
said, “ becausewewantedtobeapart
of the community.”

Bowman said when Gol den West
switched to community-based ser-
vices, the staff moved the center
back to the facility, which now had
atonof freespace, but thework pro-
gramssurvived.

“The ABLE center is here now,”
shesaid.

Bowman said no matter what
changes, the center’s focus will al-
waysbeitsclients.

“Wewant to hel pthem bethebest
they canbe,” shesaid.
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Anthrax strains
from same batch

WASHINGTON (AP) — Anthrax
strains discovered in Florida, New
York and Washington are indistin-
guishable from one another, and have
not been **weaponized,”’ the govern-
ment said today. A New York Post
empl oyee became the seventh person
nationwide to contract theillness.

““1t does appear that it may have
comefromthesamebatch,” Homeland
Security Director Tom Ridge said of
the sporesthat have spread disease to
asmall number and fears of broader
bioterrorismtothecountry asawhole.
“It may have been distributed to dif-
ferentindividual stoinfect and descend
into different communities.”

In New York City, health officials
said theill employee at the Post was
being treated and doing well. A memo
issued to otherswhowork at the paper
said it is *'likely the employee may
have been infected while opening the
mail.”

As officials sought to allay public
concern, police declared two Senate
office buildings off-limitsin order to
check the spread of spores on Capitol
Hill. **No member, staff member or
congressional employee will be per-
mitted to enter’’ the Dirksen or Hart
Senate office buildings without per-
sonal protection gear,” said a memo
distributed by police.

AtaWhiteHousenewsconference,
Ridge said that so far thereare no test
resultsto suggest theanthrax had been
weaponized, meaning altered to make
it spread moreeasily intheair.

Onamoresobering note, hesaid, “I
wish | could tell you that we've seen
theend of it, but we obviously are pre-
paring for more.

“That's why we've decided to in-
creasethesupply of theantibioticsand
that’s why we' re pursuing every lead
asaggressively aspossible.”

Speaking from the same White
House podium, Health and Human
ServicesSecretary Tommy Thompson
said hewasin the process of negotiat-
ingwiththemanufacturer of Ciprofor
reduced prices. Bayer Corp. isthe
maker of thepill, afront-line drug for
thetreatment of anthrax.

Oneman hasdied and asecond man
remainsill in Florida after inhaling
anthrax spores. Other cases of aless
dangerous form of the disease have
been traced to aletter mailed to NBC
anchorman Tom Brokaw inNew York.

Another thirty-one people initialy
tested positive for exposure in Wash-
ington after thedelivery of ananthrax-
tainted letter to the office of Senate
Mgagjority Leader Tom Daschle. Offi-
cialsannounced inthe Capitol that af -
ter additional tests, threeof the31 have
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been determined not to have been ex-
posed.

Sen. Bill Frist, addressing reporters
intheCapitol, said officialswill decide
Sunday whether to reopen Senate of -
fice buildings Monday. “We have tc
wait that long because we don’'t have
enough data,” said the Tennessee Re-
publican.

Inthemeantime, thebuildingshave
beendeclareda”“warmzone,” adecla-
rationthat apolicespokesman saidwas
routinein casesof testing for environ-
mental hazards.

The developments came as federal
investigatorsstruggledtotracetheori-
gin of a spate of anthrax-bearing let-
ters, and administration officials said
they still had no evidence of aconnec-
tion between the bioterrorism and the
Sept. 11 suicide hijackingsthat killed
more than 5,000 peoplein New York
and Washington.

“1 donot haveknowl edgeof adirect
link of theanthrax incidentsto theen-
emy, but | wouldn’t put it past them,”
President Bush said at a news confer-
encein China.

Six people had previously been di-
agnosed with anthrax in the past two
weeks, including oneat aNew Jersey
postal facility wheretainted | ettersto
Daschleand Brokaw were processed.
Officialstheorize the letter carrier, &
woman whose name has not been
made public, may have handled the
envelopesat aWest Trenton, N.J., post
officefacility.

Officials also disclosed Thursday
that the woman who opens CBS an-
chorman Dan Rather’ smail had been
infected with the treatable skin form
of the disease.

Inthe New York Post case, the city
government memo, couched in reas-
suring terms, said thefirst symptoms
appeared on Sept. 22, and that because
no one el sehas shown any symptoms
of the disease, it isunlikely that oth-
erswill fall ill.

Apart from the New Jersey letter
carrier, officials said they believed
that a maintenance worker who ser-
viced mail-sorting machines at the
Trenton post office’s regional distri-
bution center in Hamilton, N.J., has
anthrax, the Postal Inspection Service
reported.

Another postal worker at theHamil-
ton facility was being tested for pos-
sible exposure to anthrax. The twc
employeeswerebeingtreated and tak-
ing antibiotics, Acting Gov. Donald
DiFrancescosaid. Customerswhovis-
itedtheWest Trenton post officeinthe
past three weeks were urged to see a
doctor if they had any symptomsof ill-
nessor arash.
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YES!
We' re OPEN

McB’s Motor Company
* Tire Sdes & Service
Most tires come with Road Hazard warranty
» 24 Hour mobiletire service
» 24 Hour wrecker service

U-Haul dealer

THE RNTIRUE. WARTHOUAE

Antiques o Collectibles o Gifts

17" & Main - Goodland, Kan. 67735 - 785-899-5965
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. MST  Sun. by chance

p& D Buﬂde,,s

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

185-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker

LS mes.

EQUAL HOUSING

NE\!{&SYSIEM
WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Chris & Beth Lewon

“We do windows”

DAY BREAK
TAXIDERMY

Now Open
1010 Road 62, Goodland

(785) 899-6399
Ken & Diane « please call ahead

(970) 482-4558
Fort Callins, Calo., - Randy

Jill’s Helping Hands, Inc.

“A helping hand at home”

Providing Homemaker
and
Attendant Care Services

Tami Sanderson, Branch Mgr.
Goodland KS
785-899-5623

Jill Edgett, Owner; Edmond KS

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. 5

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 -
785-694-2687

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309
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Call for freeinvestors kit and complete disclosure document. BANKS OF COLORADO  *Based on $15,000 at 6.95% APR for 36 months payments NTTYNTad | Goodland, KS 67735-0727
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