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Today
* Sunset, 5:57 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:56 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 58 degrees
+ Humidity 19 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds n 27, gusting to 33 mph.
* Barometer 29.96 inches

and rising

* Record High 85° (1952)
* Record Low 20° (1975)

Last 24 Hours*
78°
38°

High
Low
Precipitation

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly cloudy, low 25,
winds northwest 15-25 decreasing to
5-15. Tomorrow: mostly sunny, high
55-60, wind northwest 10-20.

Extended Forecast
Friday: mostly sunny, highs near
60. Saturday: mostly clear, lows 30-
35, highs 65-70.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.59 bushel
Posted county price — $2.57
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $1.96 bushel
Posted county price — $1.72
Loan deficiency payment — 27¢
Milo — $1.68 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.59 bushel
Posted county price — $3.53
Loan deficiency payment — $1.39
Millet — $3.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $7.50 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $2.36
Confection current — ask
Pinto beans — $19 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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U.S. attack
kills fighters

TORKHAM,Afghanistan—A
Pakistani militant group saidtoday
that 22 of its fighters were killed
inaU.S. attack on Kabul — the
deadliest known strike against a
group linked to Osamabin Laden
sincetheair campaign began Oct.
7.

A group was seen bringing the
bodiesof 11 of the dead Pakistani
militants to the Torkham border
crossing betweenAfghanistanand
Pakistan, hoping to bury themin
their homeland. ThePakistani bor-
der guards refused to let them
cross, saidalocal Taliban security
chief, Noor Mohammed Hanifi.

“They said,” Youwantedtofight
withtheTalibanthenyoucanbury
your deadinAfghanistan,”” Hanifi
said. U.S. jetskept up heavy night-
and-day pounding of the Afghan
capital today, with huge explo-
sionsin the direction of Taliban
military siteson the outskirts.

Anthrax scare arrives In Goodland

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The anthrax scare sweeping the na-
tion made its way to Goodland, as an
officeat thehospital wasclearedMon-
day and a hazardous materials team
called in after an employee found a
white, powdery substancewhileopen-
ing mail.

Jay Jolly, administrator at Goodland
Regional Medical Center, said hospi-
tal officials believe the letter was a
hoax. Nine employees had nasal cul-
tures, hesaid, and all tested negativefor
anthrax.

Thedisease, mailedto mediaoffices
and government officialsin Washing-
ton, Floridaand New York, haskilled
three people — including two postal
workers— and infected millionswith

Board
stretches
Its policy

District will pay
for out-of-state trip

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily news

TheGoodland School Board bentits
policy against paying for out-of-state
trips M onday, agreeing to spend about
$2,400 to send the Goodland High
School X -Pressostoanational compe-
titionin Branson, Mo., thisspring.

Randy Berls, high school vocal mu-
sic teacher and director of the X-
Pressos, the high school show choir,
cametothemeetingwithabout 16 choir
members and severd of the students
parents.

The group asked the board to pay
about $2,400 to send the 20 singersto
the National Show Choir Invitational,
sayingthesingersplantoraiseenough
money to pay for therest of the 1,234-
mile trip, which will cost more than
$10,000. Transportation costsinclude
useof thedistrict’sactivity busandgas,
but no pay for adriver, asBerlssaidli-
censed people have volunteered to
drive.

Berls said the choir is the only one
from Kansaspickedto attend thecom-
petition.

Parents said the district pumps
money intothesportsteamsand should
support other programs. They said the
singers have earned theright to attend
the competition.

Therequest usually wouldn'tbeabig
deal, Superintendent Marvin Selby
said, but the district, which islosing
students, is facing serious financial
trouble. He said the board agreed ear-
lier thisyear not to pay for out-of -state
tripsto save money.

School administrators had to cut
$42,000 from the budget this year, as
enrollment took abigger divethan ex-
pected, and the budget dependson stu-
dent numbers. Theboard optedtomake
cuts instead of raising property taxes
thisyear.

Selby said he had refused to give
money to agroup that wanted to attend
aneventinTennessee. Hetol dtheboard
that thedistrict canaffordto pay for the
choair trip, but thought that members
should make adecision and stick with
it.

“| think they arereally aneat group
of kids,” he said, “but how do you de-
terminewhogetstogoandwhodoesn’t
gettogo?Weneedtobeconsistentasa
board.”

While members said they agreed
withthesuperintendent, they said they
felt thiswasaspecial case.

“It'snot likethey arejust represent-
ing Goodland,” member Kathy Russell
said.“ They arerepresentingthestate.”

Terry Richardson, father of Darin
Richardson, an X -Pressomember, said
the board should support the choir as
much asit supportsthe sportsteams.

“We need to look at our priorities,”
he said, “because these kids have
earned everythingthat thefootball team
and the volleyball team have earned.”

Superintendent Selby said the dis-
trictisn’t neglecting the chair.

“Wejust ordered new dressesfor the

See CHOIR, Page 4

fear. Many havebeen hospitalizedwith
symptoms, however, thereareonly 12
confirmed cases.

People in Goodland are realizing
they’ re not immune.

About 2 p.m.onMonday, Jolly said,
anemployeeinthehospital’sbusiness
officewasopening mail whenheor she
discovered the white powder.

“We' reassumingitwasinoneof the
envelopes,” hesaid.

Theofficewasimmediately cleared,
he said, and law enforcement officers
werecalledintoinvestigate.

Sheriff DougWhitsonsaid hecalled
PoliceChief Ray Smee, who contacted
Fire Chief Dean Jensen, the hazardous
material steamcoordinatorin Sherman
County.

Whitson said team members put on

protective gear to collect the powder,
which is being held at the Sheriff's
Department.

The sheriff said the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment re-
quireslaw enforcement officerstohang
ontothesubstancefor aweek to seeif
anyonegetssick.

“If no one getssick,” hesaid, “then
it'snot anthrax.”

If someone does show symptoms,
Whitsonadded, thenthe substancewil
betested.

Thesheriff said law officersbelieve
theincident — thefirst of itskind re-
ported in Sherman County — was a
hoax, but noted that any incident pos-
sibly involving anthrax or any other

See ANTHRAX, Page 4

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland Regional Medical
Center board heard from the
hospital’s Safety Committee about
the disaster readiness plan and got
September’s financial review at a
meeting Monday.

Inthewakeof theterrorist attacks
on Sept. 11, the American Hospital
Association has provided members
with alist of stepsrecommended to
prepare in case there are future at-
tacks — chemical, biological or
nuclear.

Center prepares for attack

There is ahigher possibility of a
hoax than an actual emergency in
Goodland, said Dal e Schields, head
of the committee, but if athreat is
caled in, hospital officials and law
enforcement officerswould haveto
considerittobereal until itisproved
otherwise. (The hospital reported a
possible anthrax hoax on Monday.)

The committee has worked on a
revisedplan, Schieldssaid, andplans
toco-ordinatewith other agenciesin
the county in line with one of the

See HOSPITAL, Page 4

Drugs” national campaign.

Seat belt cutters _,
to help In rescue | ™ |

Bruce Gleason, a Goodland emergency {
medical technician, demonstrated how
to use new seat belt cutters at an acci-
dent scene with the help of Don
McKenzie and Bob Daise. McKenzie, a
past exalted ruler of the Goodland Elks
Lodge, presented ambulance volun-
teers with a special seat belt cutter. The
cutterslook like large envelope openers
with a sharp blade designed to quickly
cut a seat belt. They are part of the Na-
tional Elks Hoop Shoot Program, which
is part of the lodge’s “Just Say No to

Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Daily News

Disease
closes
facility

Postal repair staff
sent home for safety

TOPEKA (AP)—Officialssent 175
people home Tuesday from a U.S.
Postal Service repair facility that re-
ceived equipment from East Coast mail
centersinvolved in anthrax cases.

Some of the machinery came from
theBrentwood mail center in\Washing-
ton, and from facilitiesin New Jersey
and Florida where letters containing
anthrax spores had been handled, said
Dr. Larry Rumans, the Shawnee
County health officer.

He said the Postal Service Central
RepairsFacility wasclosed asaprecau-
tion because of what hecalled a“ cred-
ible potential exposure.” He said no
anthrax spores had been found on the
site, alarge building in an industrial
warehouse complex near the Forbes
Fieldairport onthecity’ssouth side. It
was not known how long the building
would be closed.

Rumans said the people working in
the building, employed either by the
postal service or a private contractor,
ASl Inc., had all been encouraged tc
contact either their own doctors or the
county health department tobegin pre-
cautionary treatment with antibiotics.
Hesaid 10 or 11 of the people had ex-
hibited flu-like symptoms

Dr. Gianfranco Pezzino, the state
epidemiologist, said hisdepartment has
received many calls from people
around Kansas expressing concern
they might have been exposed to an-
thrax, but no cases have been con-
firmed.

Statehealth official shaveconducted
testsand said they don’t expect results
for 24to 72 hours.

Rumanssaid health officialsdid not
know how long equipment from the
postal facilities had been at the repair
center, but it arrived after Sept. 11.

Fall harvest brings mixed bounty for farmers

WICHITA (AP) — Asfall harvest
nearsitsend, Kansasfarmersarebring-
inginamixedbounty inthewakeof this
summer’sextreme heat.

Hardest hit were farmersin south-
central Kansas, where seemingly un-
endingdaysof triple-digittemperatures
and little rain in June and July devas-
tated much of the corn, milo and soy-
beans, industry experts say.

But in northeast Kansas and the
northern tier counties of the state, the
harvest has been very generous.

“It is amuch better year for most
peopleinKansas... afew morepeople
haveafew moresmilesontheir faces,”
said DennisMorrice, executive direc-
tor of theK ansas Soybean A ssociation.

TheOctober government forecast for
thestate’ ssoybean crop waspegged at
87 million bushels.

That fallsclosely to the estimatere-
leased this week by William Tierney,
agricultural economist at Kansas State
University.

In his last forecast of the season,

Tierney pegged this year’s soybean
crop in Kansas at 86 million bushels,
about 36 millionbushelsmorethan|ast
year’ sdrought-damaged crop.

The northeast parts of the state had
abundant, timely rains— and the soy-
beansthereareshowingit: yieldsof 60-
plusbushelsanacreonmostly dryland
acresare common, Morricesaid.

Southeast Kansas got rainsin mid
andlateAugust that hel ped cropsthere,
and while some areas are still aweek
away from much of their soybean har-

vest, those already harvested are com-
ing in at a decent 40-bushel range for
them, he said.

This season, the heat wave hit Kan-
sastwo weeksearlier than last year —
striking corn cropsat acritical timein
their development. But widespreac
rainsin mid-August saved the state’s
soybean crop in most areas other than
south-central Kansas.

“It was avery critical rain, and it
came at avery critical pointintime,”
Morricesaid.

Going digital could save clinic time and energy

Rural Health Ventures, theclinicas-
sociated with the Goodland Regional
Medical Center, may put patient charts
onthecomputer to savetimeand boost
efficiency.

Hospital Board member Mary Ann
Elliott told the board Monday that of -
ficialsfromtheclinic will meet witha
computer systems vendor to discuss
updatingthesystemat theclinicsothey

can put chartson-line.

Thesystemwoul d savetimebecause
there would be no need to search for
charts, Elliott said, andwouldimprove
accuracy, asdoctorswouldenter infor-
mation on pocket computers as they
talk totheir patientsrather thanwriting
things down | ater.

The computer would keep alist of
medications that have been effective

for each patient, she said, and would
check to make sure any medicinesthe
doctor prescribes are compatible with
othersthe patient istaking.

Therewould be no need for written
prescriptions with this system, Elliott
said, as the prescription could be sent
tothepharmacy electronically. Andthe
clinic couldintegratewith thehospital
onthissystem.

Thesystemwouldholdanenormous
amount of information, shesaid, andit
would bekept privatewith apassworc
that only thedoctorsand nurseswould
know.

Theclinic may not be ableto afford
thisupdate, Elliott added, asthereise
chargefor the service, a$60,000 | ease
on ascanner and the need to purchase
monitors.



