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Saints and sinners: Is a ‘confession’ always kept secret?

Itisaclassic conundrumin moral theology
classesin Catholic seminaries.

A priestishearing confessionfromamanwho
tellsthepriest that he has, momentsearlier, put
poison in the wine which the priest will drink
when he celebrates massafew minutes|ater.

Suchisthesanctity of theconfessional that a
priest is forbidden to divulge anything he has
heard in apenitent’s confession. Under no cir-
cumstances can hereveal thesin that wascon-
fessedtohim. Heissworntosilenceforever —
even after the penitent hasdied. Hemust act as
though he has never heard what waslearnedin
confession.

That being so, the priest in this story cannot
disposeof thepoisonedwine. Hemust keep his
appointment to say massand drink the poison.

Thisclassroom exerciseismeant toimpress
onthefutureprieststheabsol ute sanctity of the
confessional.

Hasanythinginthispoisoned-winescenario
ever been acted out in real life? Probably not.
But something happened recently that has
causedthechurchtorethink itspositiononcon-
fession.

A priest, Father Joseph Towle, reveal ed that
12 years ago a man named Jesus Fornes con-
fessed to him that he had fatally beaten and
stabbed amaninapark intheBronx, N.Y.—a
murder for which two of hisbuddies had been
convicted. They were now serving life sen-
tencesin prison.

If the priest had comeforward and told what
heknew, thetwoinnocent menwould havegone
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free. But hehad sworn himself to secrecy when
hetook his priestly vows. So he said hothing.
Years later, when Father Towle learned that
Fornes was dead, he agonized again over
whether he should go to the police and tell his
story. HedecidedtodiscloseFornes’ confession.
How did hereconcilethiswith hisvows?He
reached the decision, hesaid, that what Fornes
had told himabout themurder wasnot aformal

confession (although Towle had granted him
absolution), but morein the nature of a heart-
to-heart talk. Hefelt free, therefore, to tell his
story to the authorities.

Thetwo convicted menwent free. But acon-
troversy erupted.

Someaccusedthepriest of violatinghiscall-
ing by betraying a penitent, the now-deceased
killer. Othersexpressed shock that aman of God
would let two innocent men “rot in prison”
whenheknew thetruestory of theirinnocence.

Confession hasbeeninthenewsonacouple
of other fronts.

Thereisahill in the Massachusetts legisla-
turethat would makeit mandatory for clergy to
report suspected sex abuse casesto theauthori-
ties, although the clergy still will not have to

reveal anything said in confession. That date
will remain privileged.

A Boston radio station isbeing investigatec
for allegedly playing arecording of aconfes-
sion made in church. If true, the recording
breaksastatel aw that prohibitseavesdropping.

Some non-Catholic churches have bylaws
that protect clergy-penitent communicationsif
the penitent or clergyman has stated that “ this
isjust betweenyouandme” or “thisisnottogo
any further.”

But even with the best of intentions, prom:-
iseshaveaway of being forgotten evenif they
arenot deliberately broken. If youhaveasecret,
thestrict seal ed-lipspolicy of the Catholic con-
fessional is probably the best way of telling it
whilemaking sureit will remain asecret.

Muslim chaplains support troops, U.S. campaign against terrorism

By Sephen Manning
Associated Press Writer

BETHESDA, Md. — Oneday back
in 1979, Qaseem A. Ugdah wasin the
mess hall line at the Parris|sland boot
camp when a cook slapped a piece of
ham onto hisoutstretched tray.

A converttolslam, Ugdahrefusedto
take the pork, which the religion for-
bids. A Marine drill sergeant noticed
and wasn’t happy. He chewed out
Ugdahuntil aRoman Catholicchaplain
stepped in and persuaded the sergeant
tolay off.

To Ugdah, who now helps select
Muslim chaplainsfor the military, the
memory shows how unprepared the
armed forces were for Muslims afew
decades ago — and how much has
changed. Yet the tide of world events
has again put Muslim soldiersin an
awkward position.

Themilitary now providespackaged

MealsReady to Eat, or M RES, that meet
Muslim diet requirements. Muslim
women wearing head coverings serve
alongside other soldiers. An Islamic
crescent now sitsbesi dethe Jewish Star
of David and Christian cross at the
National Naval Medical Center chapel
in Bethesda.

But now Muslims have been called
tofight for their country against anen-
emy that has couched the strugglein
terms of Islam vs. the West, and has
urged all Muslims to fight as one
against the United States.

The situation may be the most deli-
cate for 14 Muslim chaplains in the
armed forces, who counsel and minis-
ter to 4,000 or more Muslim troops.
(Most Muslims in the military are
black, with smaller numbersof whites
and Arab-Americans).

Many chaplains have responded by
echoing the words of Muslim leaders

worldwide, who have condemned the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacksasatwisting of
Islam — an attempt to use religion to
justify thetaking of innocent civilians.

While Muslims are encouraged not
tofight against each other, Islamiclaw
asohasstrictguidelinesthat forbidthe
killing of noncombatants, said JamesJ.
Yee, chaplain at Fort Lewis, an army
base outside Tacoma, Wash.

Yeehasbeenbusy recently, speaking
with soldiersand conducting seminars
onlslaminan effort to educate troops
onareligionthat mostAmericansknow
little about.

A Chinese-AmericanandWest Point
graduate, Yee converted to Islam in
college and became a chaplain after
spending several yearsin the Army.
Between Fort Lewis and nearby
McChordAir ForceBase, heministers
to about 150 military personnel and
their families.

Hismessageto peopleof all faithson
theAmericanresponsetotheterrorist at-
tacks: “The idea of rooting out people
whotakeinnocentcivilianlivesisagreed
on by Muslimsand other peoplealike.”

There are more than 250 religious
denominationsrepresentedintheU.S.
military, said Jack Williamson, head of
theNational ConferenceonMinistry to
the Armed Forces, an Arlington, Va.-
based group that helps civilians be-
comes chaplains.

Chaplains are often called on to
counsel soldiers whose religious be-
liefscomeinto conflict withtheir mili-
tary duties, hesaid.

“The chaplain'srole isto help that
person clarify whether it isan authen-
tic religious tenet or conviction, or
somethingthat pushesthemout of their
comfort zone,” he said.

In the case of U.S. military action
againstan|slamiccountry, somechap-

lains have sought clarity themselves
from outside sources.

Capt. Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad, a
Muslimchaplainat Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington, asked
apanel of international Islamic schol-
arswhether Mudlimsshould participate
in the strikes on Islamic countries or
people.

Thereligiousscholarsissued afatwa,
or religiousopinion, on Oct. 11, saying
it was the duty of all soldiersto fight
terrorism. But to Uqdah, who now
heads the American Muslim Armed
Forces and Veterans Affairs Council,
the issue should have been handled
within the military. Airing it in public
undercutthechainof command, hesaid.

“Thiswasapastoral issue. Onethat
should have been answered withinthe
service, and notinthemedia,” hesaid.

Ashead of the Virginia-based coun-
cil, Ugdah picks and helpstrain Mus-

lim chaplains. Heguides Muslim can-
didates to seminaries and makes fre-
guent visitsto military basesto check
uponchaplainsand meetwithsoldiers.

Thegroup asoworkswith the mili-
tary onissuesaffectingMuslimtroops,
such as finding time for them to per-
formthefivedaily prayersmandated by
Islam.

Both Uqgdah and Yee say there has
beenlittlebacklashagainst Muslimsin
themilitary. Thedisciplineinstilled in
soldiers, alongwiththemilitary’sstrict
penalties for harassment or bigotry,
have quelled most anti-Muslim reac-
tions, they said.

That isasit should be, Ugdah said.
Muslimsinuniformarejust aspatriotic
asanyoneelseinthemilitary, hesaid.

“Thereare Muslim livesthat are on
thelineright now,” Ugdah said. Mus-
limsarepacking their gear and “going
tofight likeall other soldiers.”
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Yglisia Del Dios Vivo
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Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas = 899-5275
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Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm
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Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center « 899-3450
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Morning Worship: 10:30 am
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Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am

;

g\” Emmanuel Lutheran Church q

13th & Sherman « 899-6161
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Pastor: Jim Cress
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‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:
‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main

Hwy. 24




