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commentary

from other pens...

Hospital board faces
difficult times, decisions

Editor'snote: Sometimeswetakethehealthfacilitiesin our commu-
nity for granted. Over the yearsthe hospital hasweathered many cri-
sis, and changes but it continues to provide excellent service to our
community. Wethought thiseditorial about anear by hospital wasworth

repeating.

Your prayersfor the Decatur County Hospital Board. The members
haveadifficult year ahead, and their decisionswill affect our livesfor

yearsto come.

Thehospital isbeingdumped by itsmanagement firm, Banner Health,

which saysit wantsto focus on growth markets.

Thefirm, under the name L utheran Hospital's, gave Decatur County
morethan 50 yearsof mostly stellar service. Now, under new manage-
ment, it wants out. In fact, having merged with Phoenix-based Good
Samaritantoform Banner, thefirmbasically isabandoning thebulk of
the old L utheran hospital system east of Colorado and itsaccompany-

ing mission of providing health careintherural Midwest.

Thefirm saysit can’t afford to keep up with all its hospitals, but it
obviously isn't sticking to theold mission. It sgoing wherethe money

is, growth statesin the West.
Maybethat’'sasign of thetimes.

AsfarasDecatur County goes, al wecandoisthank thoseat L utheran
who so faithfully kept our hospital going from its founding in 1949,

including the present staff and management.

Thisisnot the end for the Decatur County Hospital, and it could be
thebeginning of somethingfineand new. M ost countiesaround ushave

hospitalsrun by local boards of onekind or another.

These hospitals all have had their share of problems, ranging from
medical staff tofinances, just asDecatur County Hospital has.All have

survived thusfar, and our hospital will survive also.

The hospital board already has done much of the work required to
decide on either taking over the hospital directly or finding anew op-
erator, whenit studied the prosand cons of anew contract with Banner

in1999.

It'sironic the decision wasto keep the operator, who now wants out
of the deal, but the experience will serve the board well. I1t’s good so
muchwork wasdone, becausetheboard haslittletimeto get something

going. Banner wants out by March 24.

Theboard hasseveral courses: It cantake over operation of the hos-
pital, whichisdonein several nearby counties, it can createacorpora-
tiontorunit, it can hireanew management firm or it can find another
lessor. Banner isoffering itshospital contractsthrough Merrill Lynch,
thoughthereisnoguaranteeit canfind abuyer for what it doesnot want

— or that the buyer would be acceptabl e to the county.

Whatever happens, we' re confident the board will make agood de-
cision and that its memberswill work hard to make the hospital asuc-

cess, asthey alwayshave.

Wethink thehospital hasbeenwell runandwill continueto succeed.
L utheranaccomplished agreat deal whenit overhauledtheoperation’s
labor andfinancesover thelast few years, making tough decisionsthat

were needed to givethefacility afuture.

And if the county gets the hospital back, it’ll be getting a stronger,
more vital institution with strong management, one that can and will

succeed. For our town’ssake, it hasto. — Steve Haynes
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W are all diff

| don’tknow about you, but | believeon Septem-
ber 11th, welost much of the freedom of our way
of life.

Thingswill never again be quitethe same.

ButasChristians, webelievethat ALL THINGS
cometogether for goodfor thosethat lovethel ord.

Do we love the Lord more than we hate those
who did this?

I remind you that these men werefanatics. Not
all Muslimbelieversarefanatics. Therearegood
and bad in every group of peoples.

Maybe the good that will come of thistragedy
iswewill never again not seethe pain and hurt of
groupswho are attacked and persecuted.

Maybe the good that will come of thistragedy
isthat wewill re-evaluate how we' vebeenliving
and get our priorities back wherethey should be.

Maybe the good that will come of thistragedy
isthat wewill demonstratemorel oveto each other
andstopjudgingandcriticizingandrefusingtosee
another’spoint of view.

Maybe the good that will come of thistragedy
isthat we will come together to heal our grief.
Maybewewill more closely examinethe coffee-
shop conversationsthat fuel the anger.

Maybe the good will be that patriotism and
prayer will no longer have to be separate issues.
We have somehow confused and reversed sepa-
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ration of churchand state. 1t wasset up to protect
religionfromgovernmentinterference, not govern-
ment from religiousinfluence.

Maybethegood that will comeof thistragedy is
that wewill say thewordsof loveand forgiveness
which we consciously have been holding back,
believing our point of view to betheright one.

Maybewewill hold our children alittletighter,
and protect them by keeping their world asnormal
aswe can makeit. By teaching them thingsdon’t
bring happiness, that givingismoreimportant than
taking. Try tomaintainamoderate, normal lifestyle
for them. Don’t let them see the pictures of mad-
ness. Don'tlet themhear you expressfear and hate
about what’shappened. Don'tlet them beafraid of
what might come tomorrow.

Maybe the good to come is something beyond
our imaginationsat thispoint. Wehaveagood God
who allows usfreedom of choice.

Today | urgeyouto chooselove. Theonly thing
stronger thanhateislove. | don’t know what to say

to comfort you.

Youared|l indifferent placesinyour grief. But |
dowant to assurethat we have agreat, loving God
who islooking for — and seeking to find — each
lost person — even those who are not Americans.
Godisnorespecter of nationality. God seeksand
loveseach person. And God asksusto helpfindthe
lost one — whether it is American, Sudanese,
Bosnian, Russian, from Afghanistan or wherever.

At the national service of remembrance and
prayer, our President quoted someoneel sewhosaid,
“Adversity introducesustoourselves.” Whenthis
wholethingisover, | hopewewill like the people
within ourselvesthat adversity forced usto meet.

| don’'t know if our tragedy isover; | suspectitis
not. Themainideaof terroristsisto spreadfear and
panicand hate. Wecannot giveintothosecrippling
emotions. If we stand by helplessly moaning our
losses, if weliveinfear, distrusting each other and
our way of lifetheir goal isrealized. We havefree-
dom of choice.

Today | witnessto youin someoneelse'swords:
“1 don’tknow what thefuturehol ds. But | know whao
holdsthefuture.”

Standtall and proud. Beready to makesacrifices
tofightevil. Butalsogodownonyour kneesto help
andtoloveandtopray. If youdon't, thentheterror-
istshavewon.

Oh what a tangled web we weave

In this time of trouble, America needs true
friends, allieswecan count on. Saudi Arabiatalks
agood game, but we should point afinger at the
oil fieldsof thisso-called” friend.” Theblack gold
wesoloveinAmericaisbeing used to destroy us.
The shadow falling on many Arabs today is not
OsamabinLaden, it’slslamicfundamentalist ter-
ror groups, financed by the Saudi Arabian royal
family.

Since 1994 or earlier, the National Security
Agency has been collecting electronic intercepts
of conversations between members of the Saudi
Arabian royal family, which is headed by King
Fahd. Theinterceptsdescribeafamily and govern-
ment that isincreasingly corrupt, alienated from
the country’s fundamentalist majority, and so
frightened of having power slipthroughitsfingers
that it hastraded itsfuturefor the lives of Ameri-
caninnocents. StraightfromAmericanMafialore,
the"royals’ have funneled hundreds of millions
of dollarsinwhat amountsto protection money to
Islamic fundamentalist groups that wish to over-
throw them, and hate America.

Theinterceptshaveshownanalyststhat by 1996
Saudi money was supporting Osamabin Laden’s
al Qaeda and other Islamic extremist groupsin
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Yemen, and Central Asia,
and throughout the Persian Gulf region. Thiscur-
rently is not getting much airplay from the Bush
administration, though many current and former
intelligenceand military officialsseethegrowing
instability of the Saudi regime, and thevul nerabil -
ity of theoil fieldsto terrorist attacks, asthe most
pressingthreatstoAmericaintheMiddleEast. The
officials also say the Bush Administration, like
othersbeforeit, has refused to confront thisreal -
ity, even after the 911 terrorist attacks.

TheSaudisandtheAmericansarranged ameet-
ing between Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
andKingFahdduringavisitby Rumsfeldto Saudi
Arabiashortly beforethebeginning of theair war
in Afghanistan, and pictures of the meeting were
transmitted around theworld. The United States,
however, knowsthat King Fahd hasbeenincapaci-
tated since 1995 after he suffered aseverestroke.
Saudi advisershavetold mediamembersthat the
Kingisabletositinachair and openhiseyes, only
with round-the-clock medical treatment. Heusu-
allyisnot evenabletorecognizehisoldest friends.
Fahd is being kept on the throne, the intercepts
indicate, becauseof abitter family power struggle.
Fahd’s successor should be Crown Prince
Abdullah, his half brother, who currently would
have to be seen as the power behind the curtain.
He and Prince Sultan, the defense minister, were
the people Rumsfeld really went to see. But asin
American Mafiafamilies, thisroyal family has
fightsover thefamily fortune. Thebiggest scuffles
areover whogetstheriches, how much, andwhen.

The family bank account is aso known as the
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Saudi Arabianational budget. For yearsthe Saudi
princes, there are thousands of them, have been
taking billionsof dollarsfromthenation’scoffers
tousefor their ownvices. PrinceBandar saidina
PBS” Frontline” interview on October 9th, that his
family had spent nearly four hundred billion dol-
larstodevel opthekingdom, sotakingfifty billion
back for thefamily’sprivate usewas appropriate.
In some intercepts they talk openly about
scamming the state, and even argue over what is
an acceptabl e percentage to take. The intercepts
make clear that Abdullah has been attempting to
curb the rampant corruption that isarallying cry
for fundamentalist factions. Hehasurged princes
to get their ” off-budget” expenses under control;
blocked real-estate deals by some of the princes,
andissued adecreeprohibiting hisown sonsfrom
forging partnerships with foreign companies
working in the kingdom. He also wouldn’t mind
penalizing the United States, and our oil and gas
companies, for supporting I srael . Heto thispoint
has been unsuccessful. So according to theinter-

ceptsthe only reason Fahd'sbeing kept aliveisso
Abdullahcan’'t becomeking. Many of theroyal sdo
not want to have Abdullah close the national bud-
get spicket or jeopardi zethekingdom’ sspecial ties
totheU.S.

Tired of the corruption and without a voice tc
changetheroyal governmenttoanelected govern-
ment, thousands of disaffected Saudishavejoinec
Islamic fundamentalist groups throughout the
MiddleEast. If theroyal swill not givethemavoice,
somegroupshavebeen preparingtotakeitby force.
This brings us to the chase for bin Laden and al
Qaeda. The C.I.A. and the F.B.I. have been trying
to get the Saudi’ sto run traces on the backgrounds
of the nineteen men who attacked theWorld Trade
Center and the Pentagon. More than half of these
men are believed to be from the kingdom. But in-
stead of receiving help from our Middle East ally,
weget droppedintoasandtrap. Theroyal ssupport
terror groupsfor their own self-survival. Thewrit-
ingisonthewall in Riyadh. Thedaysof theroyals
arenumbered, unlesstheterror groupshaveancther
target. Theonly thingtheroyal scareaboutiskeep-
ing themselvesin power. They turn ablind eyeto
terror groupsspouting hatred and viol encetowards
us, sothey can savetheir own heads. Their corrupt
livestietheir handsto that of bin Laden. Because
of our dependenceon Saudi black gold, America’s
handsarealsotied.

berry’s world
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“I'VE GOT AN IDEA. HOW ABOUT ME
GWIN' YfoU SOME STOCK TiPs! HEY —
1 ¢AN Be MORE IRRATICNAL THAN
B THE MARKET.”




