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Teacher shocked by former student’s actions

SHOOTING, from Page 1

[-70 exit in Goodland, saw adifferent
young man. They said he looked
“crazy” and “wound up on some-
thing.”

Gossard said he was shocked when
aformer student and childhood friend
of Palmer’s, a youth named Jeff who
now attendsPurdueUniversity inWest
L afayette, Ind., called him Monday to
read him anewspaper article describ-
ing Friday’sevents.

Without using Palmer’s name, the
articlesaid herolled hiscar about 2:30
p.m. on |-70 between the exitsin
Burlington, Colo., running from the
scene and hiding in agroup of trees.

When the Kit Carson County sher-
iff and aBurlington police officer ap-
proached himonacounty road, hetook
off. The sheriff grabbed him, but
couldn’t catch him.

He stole a pickup, crashed it, then
stole another pickup near Goodland
and ran it into a Sherman County
couple’s truck. After he took a
trooper’s car, two troopers wrestled
him out of the car and one shot him
about 3 p.m., asPalmer allegedly was
reachingfor theother officer’sgun. He
died on theway to the hospital.

Thearticledidn’t include Palmer’s
name, Gossard said, but Jeff told him
another Carmel High alumnus at the
University of St. Louis said the story
was about Mark.

“My initial reaction was ‘Mark
Palmer?” he said. “Naturally | don't
want to believe hedid it, but | guess|
haveto. It'sjust so out of character.”

Mail off

ANTHRAX, from Page 1

Jersey accountant who contracted the
lessseriousskinanthrax, complicated
the investigation by raising new wor-
riesthat tainted | ettersare contaminat-
ing other mail or that the spores are
sickening people by means other than
the mail.

Dr. Anthony Fauci of the National
Institutesof Health said worriesabout
“cross-contamination” — anthrax
spores sticking to pieces of mail at
postal facilities— havegrownwiththe
new cases.

“Wereally need to do — the public
health officials, theforensic group —
hasto do areal full court pressontry-
ingtotrack thisdown. Thisiscritical,”
hesaid on NBC's*“ Today” show.

Theinspector in charge of the U.S.
Postal Inspection Service's main fo-
rensic laboratory told The Associated
Press today that investigators were
confident there have been only three
anthrax-tainted | etterssent throughthe
mail, despite concerns from medical
expertsthat not all envelopescontain-
ing anthrax had been found.

“1 gtill think we' redealingwiththree
letters,” said Roy W. Geffen, whoruns
the lab in suburban Virginia. “ That's
the best information we have.”

Thelatest victimsrai sed thenumber
of confirmed anthrax casesto 17 na-
tionwide since the outbreak began in
early October. Ten have the inhaled
form, includingthefourwhodied. The
othershaveless-severeskininfections.

Four of those skin-anthrax cases—
and two more suspected cases — are
linked to city mediaoutlets.

Nguyen, an immigrant from Viet-
namwholiveda oneand commutedto
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Gossard said Palmer was a charis-
matic young man who didn’t seem to
have any major problemsin or out of
school.

“1’m not trying to sugar coat it,” he
said, “but Mark could have done any-
thing he wanted to because of his per-
sonality.”

Palmer was a B student, Gossard
said, noting that herememberstelling
him he had the potential to get As.

“1 talkedwithhimonetime,” hesaid.
“| told him hehad the ability to do bet-
ter. Hejust smiled at me.”

Gossard said he doesn’t remember
talkingwith Palmer about hissocial or
homelife, but alwaysthought the boy
seemed well-adjusted and easy-going.

Of course, the teacher had no clue
about Palmer’s criminal history in
Carmel, anupper-middleclasssuburb
onthenorth sideof Indianapolis, with
apopulation of about 37,000.

Tim Green, assistant policechief in
Carmel, saidin 1997, Palmer and two
of his friends were found guilty of
breakingintoagradeschool inAugust,
1996, and causing $10,000 worth of
damage. He said the boys smashed
computers, set off fire extinguishers
and brokeinto candy machines.

Police arrested Palmer on Hallow-
eenin 1998, Green said, for drinking
under the age of 21 and having an al-
tered driver’slicense.

Hamilton County Sheriff Joe Cook,
who hasbeen sheriff since 1995 and a
deputy since 1977, said hedoesn’t re-
member Palmer ever getting arrested
by county officersor spendingtimein
jail.

Kyle Smith, Kansas Bureau of
Investigation spokesman, said Tues-
day the investigation into Friday’s
shooting in Goodland should be
donethisweek andtheresultsgiven
to the Sherman County attorney,
whowill decide what to rel ease.

Smith said KBI agentsareinves-
tigatingwhether officerswerejusti-
fied in shooting Mark Palmer and
tryingtofigureout why the 19-year-
old acted as he did — stealing and
crashingthreevehicles, threatening
and injuring officersand endanger-
ing lives during a 30-minute chase.

DaveAlbers, astateHighway Pa-
trol trooper, shot Pal mer to death on
[-70 near the east Goodland exit.

Hesaiditwill beCounty Attorney
Bonnie Selby’s job to determine
whether any chargesshould befiled
and how muchinformationabout the
incident should be rel eased.

Bob Blecha, assistant director in
chargeof fieldinvestigation, saidthe
KBl ishandlingtheinvestigation be-

County Attorney will
decide what Is released

cause state and local officers were
involvedinthemelee.

“Thereisenough erratic behavior
herethat peopl eareinterestedinwhy
someonebehavedtheway they did,”
Smithsaid. “Weunderstand the pub-
lichassomeinterest and curiosity.”

Dr. Eric Mitchell, the Shawnee
County coroner, performed an au-
topsy this weekend and Palmer’s
family identified the body.

Smith saidtheautopsy resultswill
befiled at the Sherman County Dis-
trict Court office, but most likely
won'’t providemany details. A court
clerk said Tuesday that the office
hadn’t received the report.

“That reportisnot real detailed,”
Smith said, noting that it will prob-
ably only tell how Palmer died, not
whether hewas under theinfluence
of drugsor alcohol.

That will beincludedintheinves-
tigation materials, he said, noting
that it will beup to the county attor-
ney whether to release them.

Gossardwasshocked againwhenhe
heard about Palmer’s past.

“Mark did?’ Gossardsaid. “1 didnot
know that.”

After pausing for several seconds,

the teacher said he couldn’t picture

Palmer vandalizing agrade school.
“I"m surprised and hurt,” he said,

“andfrankly | wishl didn’tknow that.”
About 3,500 studentsattend Carmel

High, Gossard said, noting that heusu-
ally has about 180 studentsin his
classes each semester.

Hecan'tkeeptrack of every student,
he said, but with 27 years of teaching
experience, he can usually spot akid
with troubles.

“| never suspected anything was
going onwith Mark,” the 48-year-old
said.

He said he never met the boy’s par-
ents, Theodore and Mary Palmer, be-
cause the school didn’'t have parent-
teacher conferences during spring se-
mester at that time.

Palmer was involved in school ac-
tivities during his first two years of
high school, Gossard said, but stopped
participating hisjunior and senior year.

The teacher said that could have
been because he got ajob.

“1 know heworked at the Blimpies
sub shopintown,” hesaid.

There have been many tragedies at
theschool, Gossard said, and students
havebeenkilled, but therehasn’t ever
been anything likethis.

“1"m so hurt for his parents and for
the police officersinvolved,” he said,
noting that what worries him most is
thethought of havingto discussit with
his students, many of whom knew
Palmer.

The Daily Ledger, the newspaper
that servesCarmel, printed astory and
obituary on Tuesday and Gossard said
most peoplewill know about it by to-
day.

“They’ regoingto ask why thishap-
pened,” hesaid. “I’mjust goingtotell
themwhat | know.”

Hesaidit'sgoingtoaddtothestress,
anger and sadness everyone has been
feeling since the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacksin New York and Washington.

Gossard said he'll never forget
Palmer.

“No teacher loses a student, espe-
cially onethat standsout inyour mind
theway Mark does, and isn’t affected
by it,” hesaid.

The teacher said he realizes the of -
ficer who shot Palmer was only doing
hisjob.

“One of the first things | thought
about isthat | can’timaginewhat that
officer is going through,” he said.
“That man had to do something | hope
| never havetodo.”

Hesaid heplansto contact theofficer
totell himthat. Headded that hemight
call Palmer’sparents.

“1" m debating about calling hispar-
ents,” hesaid. “| wanttoreach out, but
at thesametimel’ m not surenow how
they would react.”

A fellow church member who an-
swered the phone at Theodore
Palmer’s home on Tuesday said “he
wasagoodkid.” Shesaidthefamilyis
having ahard time.

“It's avery bad time and they are
very preoccupied by things,” shesaid.

Gossard said everyonehehastal ked
toisshocked and saddened.

Hesaid Jeff, who had known Palmer
sincehewas4, toldhimhedidn’t think
Mark could do something like that.

“He couldn’t believe it either,” he
said. “He called me to make sure |
knew about it beforel hadtoreaditin
the paper.”

IcIals concerned about contamination

the Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat
Hospital by subway from the Bronx,
worked in a basement supply room.
Until recently, the space had included
amailroom, but therewasno evidence
of any suspicious|etter.

Fleischer said preliminary tests at
the hospital and at Nguyen’'s home
were negative for anthrax. He cau-
tioned, however, “these are prelimi-
nary negatives. There have been
changes in the past” from other pre-
l[iminary test results.

“Clearlyinthecaseof Mrs.Nguyen,
wedo not know how shecontractedthe
anthrax,” he said.

Thomas Rich, a co-worker of
Nguyen, said “amost everyoneinthe
hospital came in contact with her,”
becauseshedelivered suppliestovari-
ous departments and offices.

Up to 2,000 hospital workers, pa-
tientsandvisitorswhohavebeentothe
hospital sinceOct. 11 arebeing offered
antibiotics, official ssaid Tuesday. The
hospital wasclosed and other hospitals
inthecity werealerted to take precau-
tionsand report any suspicions.

Nguyenhadbeentoosicktohelpthe
health and criminal investigators try-
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ing to find the source of her infection
by reconstructing her social life, com-
mute and routines at the hospital.

Word of Nguyen’sdeath camewith
the nation already on highest alert af -
ter warnings of more potential terror-
ist attacks. Just afew milesaway from
where Nguyen worked, President
Bush threw out the opening pitch in
Game 3 of theWorld Seriesat Yankee
Stadium, where fans encountered es-
pecially tight security.

Today, the outbreak came up at a
White House meeting between Bush
and congressional |eadersof both par-
ties. Senate Majority Leader Tom
Daschle said afterward that Congress
iscommittedtoimprovingthenation’s
ability to respond to bioterrorism at-
tacks.

“There’s alot there that has to be
addressed,” he said, pointing to the
need to boost the availability of vac-
cines, improve health care responses
and protect the nation’sfood supply.

The spread of the disease — from
mail carriersin New Jersey and Wash-
ington to media employees in New
York and Floridaand now apparently
unrelated people— isgiving investi-
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gators and researchers alike a painful
real-world case study.

Contamination of postal facilitiesin
Washington, New Jersey and Florida
hasalteredinvestigators assumptions
about how easily the spores can be
spread. Postal Service equipment and
procedures, too, areunder re-examina-
tion.

The latest suspected case of skin
anthrax in New Jersey cameinanem-
ployee at the Bellmawr regional mail
facility, about 35 milesfromthemail-
sorting center near Trenton, N.J.,
which processed at | east threeanthrax-
tainted |etters sent to Daschle' s office
in Washington, NBC anchorman Tom

Brokaw and the New York Post.

Officia sinvestigating theinfection
of a New Jersey accountant were
searchingforalinktoearlier cases. The
51-year-oldaccountantidentifiedwith
skin anthrax on Monday does not re-
member opening any suspiciousmail.
She hasbeen successfully treated and
released from the hospital .

FBI Agent James Jarboe acknowl-
edged Tuesday that theagency had not
yet tested quarantined mail on Capitol
Hill for possible cross-contamination
with anthrax from the Daschle letter.
Lawmakers from both parties criti-
cizedthebureau after hearing Jarboe's
testimony.

But Daschlepraised health careand
law enforcement officialsfor their re-
sponsetothediscovery of anthraxine
letter sent to hisoffice.

“We all recognize that given what
we'veseeninthelast several daysthat
left unattended this situation in the
Senate could have been alot worse,”
Daschle said Wednesday.

Expertsat thePostal | nspection Ser-
vicelabwho specializeinhandwriting
and fingerprint analysis have been
helpingtheFBlI tracetheletters. Postal
inspectors have arrested 16 people
across the country in anthrax-hoax
cases, and they’ reinvestigating about
adozen others, Geffen said.
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THE UNITED STATES NAVY BAND
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Featuring 19 top jazz and big band musicians

offering a mixture of styles from the sounds of
swing to contemporary music.

Monday, Nov. 5, 7:30 p.m.
Max Jones Fieldhouse

The concert is free, but tickets are required. Tickets are available at The Goodland
Daily News office, 1205 Main, Goodland. They are also available by sending a
self-addressed stamped envelope to: Navy Band Commodores Concert, 1205 Main,
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