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U.S. moves
to stop money

WASHINGTON (AP)—Investiga-
tors have exposed several pieces of
Osama bin Laden’s financial network
in the past two months, from honey and
diamond dealers to U.S. money-wiring
outfits sending millions to Somalia.

ButU.S. officials concede they have
a long way to go to fully disrupt the
secretive empire that finances bin
Laden’s worldwide terrorism opera-
tion.

“I'think itis not possible to know yet
how many more of these kinds of or-
ganizations may exist and what other
inventive mechanisms may exist that
we haven’t discovered yet,” Treasury
Secretary Paul O’Neill said.

The government made a major move
Wednesday toward blocking the
money behind the terrorists suspected
in the Sept. 11 attacks on the World
Trade Center and Pentagon.

President Bush announced the
United States was targeting two orga-
nizations, largely underground cur-
rency exchanges known as hawalas,
funneling large amounts of cash to bin
Laden’s al-Qaida network.

The organizations, Al Taqua and Al-
Barakaat, operate in more than 40
countries, including the United States,
and channel funds to al-Qaida through
companies and nonprofits they run, the
administration said.

Investigators believe tens of mil-
lions of dollars a year flow overseas
through al-Barakaat. Much of that was
sent by Somali residents of the United
States to relatives, with the networks
skimming money off for al-Quaida
through exchange fees.

Investigators believe it works like
this: Networks charge a fee to relay
money, with one-fourth of the fee kept
by the hawala broker who took the
money in the United States and another
quarter going to the receiving hawala
dealer, in Somalia, for instance. The
remainder, or half the fee, would be
sent to the main company. That’s the
point where Treasury officials believe
money gets funneled to al-Qaida.

A criminal complaint filed in Boston
suggested some of the money leaving
the United States went first to the
United Arab Emirates. The money was
wired in small increments below
$10,000 to escape notice by banking

regulators, officials said.

The operation was the first for
Treasury’s new Green Quest terrorist
tracking unit.

That’s not the only creative money-
moving mechanism terrorism investi-
gators have discovered.

Treasury last month identified three
honey-related businesses in Yemen
believed to be fronts secretly moving
money for al-Qaida. The U.S. govern-
ment previously linked the owner of
one to the main al-Qaida base in Eu-
rope used to move money, weapons
and the network’s members.

Foreign officials also believe al-
Qaidamay be using theillegal African
diamond trade to make and hide
money. And some U.S. experts think
bin Laden has profited from Afghan-
istan’s opium trade.

Some believe the battle against ter-
rorist financing may never end.

“I don’t think you’re ever going to
know if you’ve destroyed it com-
pletely. It’s not a physical target in the
way a base is or a military target is,”
said Mark Lowenthal, an intelligence
consultant and former staff director of
the House Intelligence Committee.

“You have a twofold program: One,
you have to continually track the
money sources, and two, once you
know about them you have to disrupt
them. Once you find one, you have to
know there’s another one.”

This week, 62 entities and people
were added to alist of suspected terror-
ist associates targeted by the United
States. The earlier list included 88
groups or people whose assets were
being targeted because of their ties to
al-Qaida and other terrorist groups.

To date, 112 countries have issued
blocking orders. The United States has
frozen $26 million in assets of Afghan-
istan’s ruling Taliban and al-Qaida
since Sept. 11; another $17 million was
blocked by other countries, bringing
the global total to $43 million, a Trea-
sury spokeswoman said.

In coordinated raids Wednesday,
Customs agents seized evidence and
shut down Al-Barakaat companies in
four cities: Boston, Minneapolis, Se-
attle and Columbus, Ohio. The Trea-
sury Department froze assets of nine
organizations and two people.

Sherman County landfill operator Dale Smith climbedinto the track loader
he uses to cover trash with dirt to keep it dry and keep it from blowing

away.
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Landfill starts taking trash

four years after state order

LANDFILL, from Page 1

landfill’s life. Plastic bottles with lids
still in place are a problem, Way said,
because they do not crush easily with
the lid on, and sometimes come flying
out from under the compactor like
large projectiles. He said that the card-
board is hard to compact, and that it
consumes a large portion of the avail-
able space, reducing the life of the cell.

Once Smith has the pile spread out
and compacted, he switches to a track
loader to cover the pile with six inches
of dirt to keep it from blowing away
and to keep it dry.

Way says the landfill is not com-
pletely finished. There will be a build-
ing to keep the loader and compactor
in, and electric power has to be in-
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the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one
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customer service from to help you get connected, and plenty of lines
to take your calls. We are the local Internet Service Provider with
people who can answer your questions. In most cases, you can be
hooked up today. We have the latest, fastest modems, and plenty of
lines to answer your call. (We try to keep our customer ratio at 8 to 1.)

*Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we
give you a month free service and no set-up fee ($19.96 per
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
($16.50 per month average).

stalled to be able to operate the moni-
toring wells and the special sump pump
in the bottom of the cell.

Citizens will not take trash to the
landfill, he said, but will continue to
take it to the transfer station, where it
will be collected and transported to the
landfill.

With the opening of the landfill,
county commissioners hope they can
show some savings and be able to again
cut the county solid waste fee, which
people pay on their property tax bill.
The lasttime the $150-per-year fee was
cut was in June 1997, about two
months before the county was ordered
to close the old landfill because of con-
tamination found in monitoring wells.
The site is along the banks of the nor-
mally dry Sappa Creek.

Command says
war on schedule

WASHINGTON (AP) — The top
U.S. commander of the warin Afghani-
stan defended the military’s effort on
Thursday, saying, “We like the prog-
ress we have had up to this point.

“It is only those who believe this
should be done in two weeks’ time ...
who are disappointed in this,” said
Gen. Tommy Franks, who heads the
U.S. Central Command.

Inhis first appearance at a Pentagon
news briefing, the Army general was
asked about criticism that the month-
long bombing campaign has been “too
timid.”

“Absolutely not,” Franks shot back.

“We are on our time line. ... I find our
progress up to this point satisfactory,”
he added.

Both Franks and Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld said the effort to
topple the al-Qaida terrorist network
and its Taliban protectors will continue
unabated.

“This will take as long as it takes,”
Franks said, calling ita 24-hour-a-day
effort. He refused to rule out the use of
U.S. or allied ground forces in the
battle.

“As we stand where we are now, we
want to keep all the options open,” the
military commander said.

Without offering specific numbers,
Franks said he believes that Taliban
military forces have been torn “asun-
der.” At a later point, he said those
forces have had difficulty communi-
cating and planning, but offered no
other assessment of their combat
power.

Franks said terrorist leader Osama
bin Laden is not a focus of the military
campaign.

“We have not said Osamabin Laden
is a target of this effort,” he said, add-
ing that the main focus is on his al-
Qaida terrorist network as a whole.

On Wednesday, Rumsfeld said U.S.
airstrikes in Afghanistan have killed
scores of Taliban and al-Qaida fighters.
The terrorist network and its Taliban
allies still have between 40,000 and
50,000 troops in Afghanistan, Rums-
feld said in a television interview.

Twice aday, he said, reports cross his
desk detailing Taliban battlefield dead,
from a half-dozen to 20 at a time.

The commandant of the Marine
Corps, Gen. James Jones, said Thurs-
day that the USS Peleliu, a large-deck
amphibious assault ship in the Arabian

Sea, had been “pulled off station” tem-
porarily to perform a sensitive mission.
He would not provide details but said
the new mission was unrelated to the
war in Afghanistan. An aide said the
Peleliu would remain in the same gen-
eral area to do its new mission.

The Peleliu is the flagship of a three-
ship Marine Expeditionary Unit carry-
ing 2,200 Marines. Another Marine
Expeditionary Unit is afloat in the
Mediterranean Sea and may be prepar-
ing to head to the Arabian Sea.

For the first time in the month-long
bombing campaign, Pentagon officials
released a video Wednesday that de-
picted ahuman victim of the bombing.
The fuzzy images from a plane’s gun
camera showed a figure emerge from
a vehicle shortly before being obliter-
ated by an American bomb.

In introducing the video clip show-
ing the destructive power of the U.S.
weapon, Marine Corps Gen. Peter Pace
said it offered a “rather unique” view
of the bombing campaign.

“You’ll see two vehicles, one pull up
next to another. You’ll see an indi-
vidual walk between the two vehicles
justbefore a guided munition destroys
both vehicles,” said Pace, vice chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

On the other side, Pace said, some
anti-Taliban fighters are so dedicated
they have charged on horseback
against Taliban tanks. American spe-
cial forces troops are helping some of
the rebel groups with supplies, ammu-
nition and tactical advice.

“These folks are aggressive. They’re
taking the war to their enemy and
ours,” Pace said, citing the horseback
charges against Taliban tanks as an
example.

So far, the al-Qaida casualties have
not included the network’s leader, bin
Laden, Rumsfeld said.

“We’ll find him,” Rumsfeld said.
“On the other hand, he could show up
today, dead, and I"d be delighted. But
al-Qaida would still exist.” Rumsfeld
claimed Taliban forces are violating
international law by putting troops and
military equipment in schools, mosg-
ues, hospitals and other civilian sites
to try to draw U.S. bombs to kill civil-
ians.

“These people couldn’t care less
about international law,” Rumsfeld
saidon PBS’ “The NewsHour with Jim
Lehrer.”
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